PAGE  
6
ENGLISH FIRST LANGUAGE SG
(Second Paper)
104-2/2D



GAUTENG DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

SENIOR CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION
ENGLISH FIRST LANGUAGE SG
(Second Paper: Literature)

TIME:  2½ hours

MARKS:  90




INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Answer THREE questions as follows:

· Questions 1 and 2 (SOUTH AFRICAN AND PRESCRIBED POETRY) are COMPULSORY.

· Answer ONE from each of the following sections:

B. DRAMA

C. NOVEL, SHORT STORIES

2. The number of marks given to a sub-section of a question should be used as a guide to the expected length of the answer.

3. There is one question on each setwork
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FOCUS – R Meyer (ed)

Question 6:
TO KILL A MAN’S PRIDE – N Hodge (ed)
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SECTION A

POETRY

QUESTION 1

PRESCRIBED POETRY

(COMPULSORY)

Read the following extract carefully then answer the questions that follow.


Anthem for Doomed Youth 

What passing-bells for these who die as cattle?

Only the monstrous anger of the guns.

Only the stuttering rifles’ rapid rattle

Can patter out their hasty orisons.

No mockeries now for them; no prayers nor bells,

Nor any voice of mourning save the choirs, –

The shrill, demented choirs of wailing shells;

And bugles calling for them from sad shires.

What candles may be held to speed them all?

Not in the hands of boys , but in their eyes

Shall shine the holy glimmers of good-byes.

The pallor of girls’ brows shall be their pall;

Their flowers the tenderness of patient minds,

And each slow dusk a drawing-down of blinds.

Wilfred Owen


1.1 In this poem, a comparison is being drawn.  Explain what is being compared by Wilfred Owen here.

1.2 There is a good example of alliteration (repetition of consonant sounds) to be found in the first octet (lines 1 – 8).

1.2.1 Quote the alliteration.

1.2.2 Suggest why Owen’s choice of words is effective here.

1.3 Obviously the use of candles would not be possible at a funeral service which takes place on a battle field.

What, according to Owen, would take the place of candles?

(Use your own words.)

1.4 With reference to the theme of this poem, explain carefully who Owen, in     line 1, is referring to as “cattle”, and why he does this.

1.5
Using your own words, explain how the “doomed youth” are remembered by those who loved them, every day.
(3)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(3)

(3)

[15]

QUESTION  2

SOUTH AFRICAN POETRY

(COMPULSORY)

In johannesburg, the poet writes about one of our major cities.  Read the following poem, then answer the questions that follow.


johannesburg

a cascading *

waterfall

of stone

cement

and glass

gurgling like a drain

with the sweat

of workers’ blood …

Dikobe Wa Mogale

(glossary: * cascade = pour out, gush)

2.1 How do you think the poet feels about the city of Johannesburg?

2.2 Use your own words to describe how the poet sees the city in the first stanza.

2.3 Explain what the poet is comparing in stanza two.

2.4 What is the poet suggesting in the last two lines of the poem?

2.5 The poem does not end with a full stop and is therefore not completed.  Why does the poet choose not to conclude the poem entirely?

2.6 Why do you think the poet chooses to write the city’s name in the title without a capital letter?

2.7 The poem was written during the apartheid years.  How do you, the reader, react today when you read johannesburg?

TOTAL FOR SECTION  A:
(3)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

[15]

[30]

SECTION B

DRAMA
QUESTION  3

MACBETH – WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Read the following extracts, then answer the questions that follow.


MACBETH

Stay, you imperfect speakers, tell me more.

By Sinel’s death I know I am Thane of Glamis,

But how of Cawdor? The Thane of Cawdor lives, 

A prosperous gentleman, and to be king

Stands not within the prospect of belief,
5


No more than to be Cawdor. Say from whence

You owe this strange intelligence, or why

Upon this blasted heath you stop our way

With such prophetic greetings.  Speak, I charge you. 


3.1 What has happened just before this speech?

3.2 3.2.1
Who is with Macbeth at this moment?

3.2.2 What THREE things has this person just been told?

3.2.3 Explain how Macbeth rids himself of this man, later in the play?

3.3 What happens that allows Macbeth to become Thane of Cawdor?

3.4 3.4.1
What does Macbeth have to do in order to become ‘king’ (lines 4 – 5)?

3.4.2 How does Macbeth feel about being king at the time of the above speech?

3.5 3.5.1
Who persuades and supports Macbeth in his aim to become King of Scotland?

3.5.2
Explain carefully what happens to this person at the end of the play?
(2)

(1)

(3)

(3)

(3)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(3)

AND



MACBETH

That will never be.

Who can impress the forest, bid the tree

Unfix his earth-bound roots?  Sweet bodements, good!

Rebellious dead, rise never till the wood

Of Birnam rise, and on’s high place Macbeth
5

Shall live the lease of nature, pay his breath

To time and mortal custom.


3.6 At this stage Macbeth visits the weird sisters once again.  What THREE things do they tell him?

3.7 Explain how Macbeth eventually meets his death.
(6)

(3)

[30]

QUESTION 4

JULIUS CAESAR – WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Read the following extracts carefully, then answer the questions which follow.



Enter LUCIUS

LUCIUS:  Called you, my lord?

BRUTUS:  Get me a taper in my study, Lucius;


When it is lighted, come and call me here.

LUCIUS:  I will, my lord.
Exit
BRUTUS:  It must be by his death; and for my part,
5

I know no personal cause to spurn at him,

But for the general.  He would be crowned: 

How that might change his nature, there’s the question.

It is the bright day that brings forth the adder,


And that craves wary walking.  Crown him – that – 
10

And then, I grant, we put a sting in him

That at his will he may do danger with.

The abuse of greatness is when it disjoins

Remorse from power; and, to speak truth of Caesar,

I have not known when his affections swayed
15

More than his reason.  But ‘t is a common proof

That lowliness is young ambition’s ladder,

Whereto the climber-upward turns his face;


4.1 Explain carefully the dilemma in which Brutus finds himself here.

4.2 4.2.1
Who has a “personal cause” (line 6) for rejecting Caesar?

4.2.2 Briefly comment on this person’s specific reasons for his rejection of Caesar.

4.3 In line 11, Brutus comments that “we put a sting in him”.

Explain the meaning of this metaphor in the context of this play.

4.4 From your reading of this passage, what impression do you gain of Brutus?  Explain your answer.
(4)

(2)

(3)

(3)

(3)

AND



ANTONY:  O, pardon me, thou bleeding piece of earth,

That I am meek and gentle with these butchers!

Thou art the ruins of the noblest man

That ever lived in the tide of times.

Woe to the hand that shed this costly blood!
5

Over thy wounds now do I prophesy –

Which, like dumb mouths, do ope their ruby lips

To beg the voice and utterance of my tongue – 

A curse shall light upon the limbs of men;

Domestic fury and fierce civil strife
10

Shall cumber all the parts of Italy;

Blood and destruction shall be so in use,

And dreadful objects so familiar,

That mothers shall but smile when they behold

Their infants quartered with the hands of war,
15

All pity choked with custom of fell deeds;


4.5 Lines 1 and 2:

Explain carefully what Antony is referring to here.

4.6 Line 7:  “which like dumb mouths, do ope their ruby lips”

Explain the simile used here, in the context of events taking place.

4.7 4.7.1
Who gave Antony permission to speak here?

4.7.2 Suggest why this permission was given.

4.7.3 Who felt strongly that Antony should not be allowed to address the citizens here?

4.8
In your own words, explain the prophecy or prediction made in this passage by Mark Antony.

TOTAL FOR SECTION B:
(4)

(3)

(1)

(2)

(2)

(3)

[30]

[30]

SECTION  C

NOVEL, SHORT STORIES
QUESTION 5

FOCUS – edited by R MEYER

Read the following extracts, then answer the questions that follow.



from THE LUNCHEON 
I caught sight of her at the play and in answer to her beckoning I went

over during the interval and sat down beside her.  It was long since I had last seen her and if someone had not mentioned her name I hardly

think I would have recognised her.  She addressed me brightly.

‘Well, it’s many years since we first met. How time does fly!  Do you remember the first time I saw you?  You asked me to luncheon.

Did I remember?


5.1 This is how the story begins.  Briefly tell what happens at that earlier meeting with the woman

5.2 What has happened to her by the end of the story?

5.3 What is it that makes this story amusing?

5.4 What do you think this story sets out to tell us about people and life?

5.5 How would you describe the narrator, as he appears in the story?

5.6 Why is the story entitled THE LUNCHEON and not A LUNCHEON
(3)

(2)

(3)

(3)

(3)

(2)

AND


from PLYMOUTH
It was very quiet.  Kerneels closed his eyes and folded his arms.

Slumped into the seat, he may have slept.  For a long time he sat

very still.  Then he became aware of the sounds of little birds.

Further away, the jeering call of a crested lourie.  Then the soothing 

coer-coer of mating bushdoves.  At last he opened the door and 

stood on the crisp sand.  He walked slowly around the front of the Plymouth.  He stretched out his right hand and stroked the mascot with the ship in it.  There was something of a farewell in the 

gesture.

‘Plymouth,’ he said contemplatively.  ‘Plymouth Brethren.

Plymouth Rock. A good car.  Good people.  Good chickens.  But I 

know now, not good for me, Plymouth.  A good car for Corrie …’


5.7 What has happened to Kerneels that he finds himself in this position near the end of the story?

5.8 This is a story in which people try to deceive one another.  Show how this is true of the following relationship:  Kerneels and Snowy.

5.9 In the last paragraph of the story we learn what decision Kerneels makes.  Explain what he decides to do.

5.10 Give TWO reasons why the story is entitled Plymouth.
(3)

(4)

(3)

(4)

[30]

QUESTION  6

TO KILL A MAN’S PRIDE – edited by N. HODGE

Read the extracts carefully before answering the questions which follow.


The Visits by Richard Rive

‘You shouldn’t have done that.’  He tried to control 

his voice

‘Why the hell not?’  The Student looked at him

puzzled.

‘You shouldn’t have done that,’ he repeated
5

lamely.

‘Are you sick or something?’  The Student asked.

‘I’m all right.  Only have to get back to my books.

Marking to be done.’

The Student looked at him in a strange way.  Then
10

the phone rang.

He went into his study and slumped down at the 

desk.  He felt like crying but couldn’t.  He heard The Student banging the front door then the revving of

the Honda engine.  Long after the whine had faded
15

away he sat at his desk just staring in the dark.


6.1 Line 1:  “You shouldn’t have done that.”

Explain carefully what has given rise to this comment.

6.2 In line 4, we read that The Student is “puzzled”.

Would we, in terms of this story, expect The Student to be puzzled?

Explain your answer briefly.

6.3 Suggest a valid reason for the narrator’s reaction in line 13: “He felt like crying but couldn’t”.

6.4 How do the terms “banging” (line 14) and “revving” (line 14) reinforce the image of The Student which is created for us in this short story?
(3)

(3)

(3)

(3)

AND



The Hajji by Ahmed Essop

‘Please come Mr Hassen, for my sake, please.  I’ll

never be able to bear it if Karim dies unhappily.  Can’t

you find it in your heart to forgive him, and to

forgive me?’

He could not look at her.  A sob escaped from 
5

her, and he heard her opening her handbag for a

handkerchief.

‘He’s dying.  He wants to see you for the last time.’

Hassen softened.  He was overcome by the

argument that she had been responsible for taking
10

Karim away.  He could hardly look on her responsibi-

lity as being in any way culpable.  She was a woman.


‘If you remember the days of your youth, the time

you spent together with Karim before I came to

separate him from you, it will be easier for you to
15

pardon him.’

Hassen was silent.


6.5 Explain carefully, in a paragraph of 3 – 4 lines, the dilemma faced by Hassen here.

6.6 What do you understand by Hassen’s comment, in line 12:  “She was a woman.?

6.7 6.7.1
What decision does Hassim make immediately after this extract?

6.7.2 What causes his attitude to change not long after this?

6.8 Explain the meaning and the significance of the term “Hajji”.

6.9 Comment briefly on Hassen’s treatment of, and attitude to, his own wife.
(4)

(3)

(2)

(3)

(3)

(3)

[30]

QUESTION  7

A TALE OF TWO CITIES – CHARLES DICKENS

Read the following extracts, then answer the questions that follow.

Both extracts are taken from Book 3, Chapter 10, entitled The Substance of the Shadow.  This forms part of Dr Manette’s letter written in the Bastille in which he records the events leading up to his imprisonment.



‘The patient was a woman of great beauty, and young;

assuredly not much past twenty.  Her hair was torn and

ragged, and her arms were bound to her sides with sashes and

handkerchiefs.  I noticed that these bonds were all portions of a gentleman’s dress.  On one of them, which was a 
5

fringed scarf for a dress ceremony, I saw the armorial bearing 

of a Noble, and the letter E …

I turned her gently over, placed my hands upon her breast

to calm her and keep her down, and looked into her face.

Her eyes were dilated and wild, and she constantly
10

uttered piercing shrieks, and repeated the words, ‘My

husband, my father, and my brother!’ and then counted up to

twelve, and said, ‘Hush!’ …

‘How long,’ I asked, ‘has this lasted?’


‘To distinguish the brothers, I will call them the elder
15

and the younger; by the elder, I mean him who exercised the

most authority.  It was the elder who replied, ‘Since about

this hour last night.’

‘She has a husband, a father, and a brother?’


7.1 Who is the patient referred to here?

7.2 What does the letter ‘E’ (line 7) on the scarf represent?

7.3 The young woman wails for her husband, her father and her brother.  Write a sentence about what happened to each of these family members.


(2)

(1)

(6)

7.4 ‘to distinguish the brothers, I will call them the elder and the younger; by the elder, I mean him who exercised the most authority …’ (lines 15 – 17)

7.4.1 Why does Dr Manetter have difficulty telling the two brothers apart?

7.4.2 How are these brothers related to Charles Darnay?

7.5 7.5.1
What is the two brothers’ attitude towards the patient?

7.5.2 Why do they feel this way about her?

7.6 Why is Dr Manette put into prison after this incident?

7.7 In the letter he wrote and concealed in prison, whom does Dr Manette denounce (condemn)?

7.8 What happens to Charles Darnay, once the letter is read in court?
(1)

(2)

(2)

(1)

(2)

(2)

(2)

AND


‘She was a good, compassionate lady, and not happy in her

marriage.  How could she be!  The brother distrusted and 

disliked her, and his influence was all opposed to her; she

stood in dread of him, and in dread of her husband too.

When I handed her down to the door, there was a 
5

child, a pretty boy, from two to three years old, in her

carriage.

“For his sake, doctor,” she said, pointing to him in tears, “I

would do all I can to make what poor amends I can.  He will

never prosper in his inheritance otherwise.  I have a 
10

presentiment that if no other innocent atonement is made for

this, it will one day be required of him.  What I have left to

call my own – it is little beyond the worth of a few jewels – I

will make it the first charge of his life to bestow, with the 

compassion and lamenting of his dead mother, on 
15

this injured family, if the sister can be discovered”.


7.9 Who is the ‘good, compassionate’ lady (line 1) referred to here?

7.10 Who is the ‘sister’ (line 16) of whom she speaks?

7.11 What  happens to this woman  (the ‘sister’) at the end of the novel?

7.12 Why is the lady who is speaking so worried about the little boy with her?

7.13 What ‘charge’ (promise) (line 14) does the lady expect the boy, one day, to fulfil?

TOTAL FOR SECTION  C:

TOTAL:
(1)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

[30]

90
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P.T.O.


