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INSTRUCTIONS:

Dear Candidate 

In this paper, the panel of examiners would like to assess your ability to write letters and other shorter pieces of writing as well as your language competence.

Pay careful attention to the following:

· Answer all the questions.

· Read the text (Passage A) on page 7 before you answer any questions.  Detach this page and place it alongside the questions in each section for easy reference.

· Write neatly and legibly.

· Write in ink – do not use pencil.

· Answer all questions in English.

· Number the questions as they have been numbered in the examination paper.

· Plan your work carefully.  You may use some of the sheets in your Answer Book for rough work.

· Do not rush through your work.  You will finish in the allocated time if you work systematically.

We hope that you will enjoy this paper.  Good luck!

THE EXAMINERS


Passage A on page 7 needs to be read before you answer Sections A, B and C.  It has been placed at the back of your examination paper so that you may detach it for easy reference.

SECTION A

LETTER WRITING

QUESTION 1
Read Passage A on page 7 then write a letter of not more than 120 – 150 words on any ONE of the following topics.

1.1 Although the paramedics did all they possibly could to save Andrew Lezar’s life, he was declared dead on arrival at the Garden City Clinic.  Imagine that you are Patricia Pretorius.  Write a letter of thanks to a motorist, Mr Peter Smith, who stopped at the scene of the crime and not only called the police and paramedics, but tried to calm and comfort you and even drove you home.

1.2 Write a letter to Patricia in which you, as one of her close friends, express your condolences and shock at the death of her boyfriend, Andrew.

1.3 In a letter to THE STAR, express your concern at the alarming rise in car hijackings.  Remember to use the correct format for a letter to the press.

1.4 Andrew and Patricia were trying to find a cottage in Edenvale but could not see the house numbers because of inadequate street lighting.  Write a letter to:

The Town Clerk

Edenvale Municipality

P.O. Box 632

Edenvale

Point out why street lights should be erected in this particular area.  Remember to use the correct format.

TOTAL FOR SECTION A:

(20)

[20]

SECTION B

SHORTER PIECE OF WRITING

QUESTION 2

Read Passage A again before answering this section.

Write on ONE of the following topics.  The length should be 120 – 150 words.

2.1 The police succeeded in tracking down one of the suspects.  Write the dialogue which took place when he was questioned by Sergeant Bester.


2.2 Write a brief report which Patricia had to submit to the police on the tragic events of the evening.  Remember to mention for whose attention the report is, give the date and your name and signature.

2.3 If you were a police officer, what advice would you give to members of the public with regard to the prevention of hijackings?  

2.4 Write 4 – 5 diary entries which Patricia might have made.  

TOTAL FOR SECTION B:

SECTION C

LANGUAGE

QUESTION 3

The language questions in this section are based on passage A.

3.1 Fill in suitable prepositions.

Write only the number and your answer.

E.g.
They found evidence at the scene of the crime.


3.1.1
The suspect was taken _____ custody by the police.


3.1.2
Motorists should take precautions _______ hijackings.


3.1.3
Motorists should always be alert and never be taken __________ surprise.


(20)

[20]

(3)



3.2 Join the sentences by using the words in brackets.

E.g.
Andrew tried to remain calm.


Patricia tried to remain calm.  (both …..and)


Both Andrew and Patricia tried to remain calm.


3.2.1
The gunman was apprehended.


The other assailants were apprehended.  (neither …. nor)

3.2.2 The gunman grabbed Andrew’s keys.



The gunman shot Andrew.  (after)
(4)

3.3
Choose the correct word from the two in brackets.  Write only the number and your 
answer.

3.3.1 Members of the public will have to (practise/practice) caution to prevent hijackings.

3.3.2 By (who/whom) was Andrew Lezar shot?

3.3.3 Patricia (accepted/excepted) Mr Smith’s offer of help.

3.4
Complete the following expressions by filling in one of the words provided in the 
frame below.


Write the number of the question and your answer.



stone, water, fire, strength, help, book, court

3.4.1 We will have to fight fire with _______ to stamp out crime.

3.4.2 Patricia’s friend was a pillar of ________ during her difficult time.

3.4.3 The assailants will soon be brought to ________.

QUESTION 4

4.1
Mrs Smith, a friend of Andrew’s mother, has just found out about Andrew’s ordeal 
and is phoning Mrs Lezar to find out how Andrew is.  Below is part of their 
conversation.  You are required to provide ONE word for each blank space OR 
give the correct form of the words in brackets.  Write down only the number and 
the correct answer.

Mrs Smith:
(4.1.1 Be) that you, Mary?  I just (4.1.2 hear) of Andrew’s accident!  



How is he?

Mrs Lezar:
Oh, much (4.1.3 good), thank you.  He (4.1.4 recover) remarkably well.  We 

were so (4.1.5 dreadful) worried (4.1.6 _____) him.  We hardly (4.1.7 sleep) 

the first few nights he was in hospital.

Mrs Smith:
I am so glad to hear about (4.1.8 he) recovery, he has always been such a 



(4.1.9 
talent) and happy man.  Things could so (4.1.10 easy) have turned 


out for the (4.1.11 bad).  Fortunately for him, he has (4.1.12 care) and 


(4.1.13 support) parents.
(3)

(3)

(13)



Mrs Lezar:
Thank you, Doreen.  It’s people like you who give us (4.1.14 strong).
(14)

4.2 Rewrite the following paragraph and add all the necessary punctuation marks:

Andrew a young attractive and talented apprentice said patricia lets find ourselves a cosy cottage where we can settle down

4.3 Patricia was speaking to her best friend:


“I am so excited because we are going to look for a cottage tonight.”


Rewrite her news starting with:


Patricia said that _____________

4.4 Rewrite the following sentences starting with the underlined words:

4.4.1
The assailant brandished a pistol.

4.4.2 Another gunman was opening Patricia’s door.

4.4.3 We can learn a lesson from this tragic experience.

4.5
Rewrite in the plural:


The man is trying to steal the lady’s watch.

4.6
Change the following sentence into a question, starting with the word in brackets:


The gunman opened the unlocked door.  (What)

4.7 Change the following sentence into a negative:

Either the gunman or his friend will be jailed.

TOTAL FOR SECTION C:

TOTAL:
8÷2=(4)

(5)

(6)

(4)

(2)

(2)

(37)

[50]

[90]




Passage A

Read the following passage (Passage A) well before you answer Sections A, B and C.






IF YOU’RE HIJACKED …


South Africa has seen an alarming rise in car hijackings, from 4171 in 1991 to 10839 in 
1995 – an average of 30 vehicles a day.  Although the government has recognised that 
the situation is serious, little is being done by law enforcement to address it adequately.  
Until that happens, private citizens must face the fact that they remain exposed to this 
vicious type of attack and take preventive action.


Late one Friday afternoon, Johannesburg receptionist Patricia Pretorius, 20,  and 
her boyfriend Andrew Lezar, 23, were trying to find a cottage in Edenvale.  Unable 
to see the house numbers, Andrew, a strapping 2,1 metre-tall apprentice printer, 
stopped his Volkswagen Jetta for a better look.  Four men walking ahead suddenly 
turned around and ran towards the vehicle, two heading for each side.  Brandishing a 
pistol, one reached Andrew’s window.  “Stay calm,” Andrew said quietly to Patricia.  
Hesitantly, he pushed the accelerator and the car moved forward.


“Stop!  Get out of the car!” the man screamed as he jogged alongside.  Then he fired a 
warning shot into the veld and Andrew decided it was best to do as he was told.


Another gunman closed in on Patricia’s side of the car.  He opened the unlocked 
door, 
grabbed her upper arm and pulled her out.  “Give me your watch,” he said.  Fumbling 
with her watchstrap, she glimpsed Andrew’s hand on the opposite door clutching the car 
keys, which one of the assailants grabbed.  She was still struggling with her watch 
when the second shot went off.  Transfixed, she saw Andrew  slump to the ground.  
Then the hijackers leapt into the Jetta and drove away.


A bullet in his brain, Andrew Lezar was dead on arrival at the Johannesburg Garden 
City Clinic.
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