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SECTION A

POETRY

QUESTION 1

Read the poems and answer the questions which follow.


Mending Wall
Something there is that doesn’t love a wall,

That sends the frozen-ground-swell under it,

And spills the upper boulders in the sun,

And makes gaps even two can pass abreast.

The work of hunters is another thing:

I have come after them and made repair

Where they have left not one stone on a stone,

But they would have the rabbit out of hiding,

To please the yelping dogs.  The gaps I mean,

No one has seen them made or heard them made,

But at spring mending-time we find them there.

I let my neighbour know beyond the hill;

And on a day we meet to walk the line

And set the wall between us once again.

We keep the wall between us as we go.

To each the boulders that have fallen to each.

And some are loaves and some nearly balls

We have to use a spell to make them balance:

‘Stay where you are until our backs are turned!’

We wear our fingers rough with handling them.

Oh, just another kind of outdoor game,

One on a side.  It comes to little more:

There where it is we do not need the wall:

He is all pine and I am  apple orchard.

My apple trees will never get across

And eat the cones under his pines, I tell him.

He only says, ‘Good fences make good neighbours.’

Spring is the mischief in me, and I wonder

If I could put a notion in his head:

‘Why do they make good neighbours?  Isn’t it

Where there are cows? But here there are no cows.

Before I build a wall I’d ask to know

What I was walling in or walling out,

And to whom I was like to give offence.

Something there is that doesn’t love a wall,

That wants it down.’ I could say ‘Elves’ to him,

But it’s not elves exactly, and I’d rather

He said it for himself.  I see him there,

Bringing a stone grasped firmly by the top

In each hand, like an old-stone savage armed.

He moves in darkness as it seems to me,

Not of woods only and the shade of trees.

He will not go behind his father’s saying,

And he likes having thought of it so well

He says again, ‘Good fences make good neighbours.’ 

Robert Frost
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1.1 What do we learn from the poem about the wall that separates the two neighbours?  Give a short description.

1.2 Choose ONE answer and write down only the correct letter.

The neighbours keep repairing the wall because 

A. they do not know what to do with their farms.

B. boulders fall off the wall.

C. the cows keep on breaking the wall.

D. the neighbours do not like one another.

1.3 Choose the best answer and write down only the correct letter.

When the speaker says, “…just another kind of outdoor game…” (line 21) he suggests that 

A. he enjoys mending the wall.

B. the mending of the wall is a pointless exercise.

C. the neighbour enjoys mending the wall.

D. he does not enjoy mending the wall.

1.4 What three questions, according to the speaker in the poem, should a person ask himself before building a wall?  Use your own words.

1.5 Provide ONE reason why gaps appear in the wall.

1.6 Explain why the two farmers do not need a wall between their farms.


(2)

(2)

(2)

(3)

(2)

(2)

1.7 The expression “Good fences make good neighbours” (lines 27 and 45) is an example of a/an

A. metaphor.

B. simile.

C. proverb.

D. idiom.

1.8 “Good fences make good neighbours.”

1.8.1 What does the pine farmer’s use of this expression show about him?

1.8.2
What does the statement imply (suggest) about people in general? 

1.9 Which ONE of these statements is true according to the poem?  (Write only the number and the correct symbol.)

A. The two farmers meet once a year when they mend the wall.

B. The speaker believes that, ‘good fences make good neighbours’.

C. Both farmers are open-minded about walls


(1)

(2)

(2)

(1)

1.10 What is the speaker suggesting about the neighbour when he describes him as “an old stone savage armed” (line 40)?

1.11 Give ONE reason why the world might be a better place without walls.
(2)

(2)

AND


Dover Beach

The sea is calm to-night.

The tide is full, the moon lies fair

Upon the straits; on the French coasts the light

Gleams and is gone; the cliffs of England stand,

Glimmering and vast, out in the tranquil bay.

Come to the window, sweet is the night-air!

Only, from the long line of spray

Where the sea meets the moon-blanched land,

Listen! you hear the grating roar

Of pebbles which the waves draw back, and fling,

At their return, up the high strand,

Begin, and cease, and then again begin,

With tremulous cadence slow, and bring 

The eternal note of sadness in.

Sophocles long ago

Heard it on the Aegean, and it brought 

Into his mind the turbid ebb and flow

Of human misery; we

Find also in the sound a thought,

Hearing it by this distant northern sea.

The Sea of Faith

Was once, too at the full, and round earth’s shore

Lay like the folds of a bright girdle furled.
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But now I only hear

Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar,

Retreating, to the breath

Of the night-wind, down the vast edges drear

And naked shingles of the world.

Ah, love, let us be true

To one another! for the world, which seems

To lie before us like a land of dreams,

So various, so beautiful, so new,

Hath really neither joy, nor love, nor light,

Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain;

And we are here as on a darkling plain

Swept with confused alarms of struggle and flight,

Where ignorant armies clash by night.

Matthew Arnold
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1.12 Read the first six lines of the poem and then describe the view from the window in your own words.

1.13 Quote TWO words from the first stanza which suggest peacefulness.

1.14 Quote TWO words from the poem as a whole which have a similar meaning to “sadness” (line 14).


(3)

(2)

(2)



1.15 Match the words in Column A, as used in the poem, with their opposites (antonyms) in Column B.


COLUMN A
COLUMN B


1.15.1 Fair (line 2)

1.15.2 certitude (line 34)
1.15.3 turbid (line 17)
1.15.4 naked (line 28)
A:
doubt

B:
flooded

C:
confusion

D:
ugly

E:
clear

F:
calm
(2)

1.16 Quote  one example of a simile from stanza 3.
1.17 What makes the speaker sad?

1.18 What solution does the speaker suggest in the last stanza?

1.19 Write down any example of onomatopoeia from the poem.

1.20 What is the main theme of this poem?
(1)

(2)

(2)

(1)

(2)

[40]

SECTION B

NOVEL

QUESTION 2

MARU – BESSIE HEAD

Read the extracts below and then answer the questions that follow:




He paused, and looked at her closely.  There was interest,

curiosity there.


‘Excuse the question, but are you a Coloured?’ he asked.


‘No,’ she replied.  ‘I am a Masarwa.’


The shock was so great that he almost jumped into the 

air.  Why, he’d be the sensation of the high society circle for

a week!  He controlled himself.  He looked down.  He smiled a little.  Then he said:  ‘I see.’


The whole day he fretted.  School closed just past noon.

The office of the education supervisor was a stone’s throw 

from the school.  Usually they sat chatting over three or four

cups of tea.  Today, the list of beginners seemed endless.  He 

kept noting out of the corner of his eye that the Masarwa

(she was no longer a human being) seemed to be extraord-

inarily friendly with Dikeledi, who, in his eyes, was royalty

of royalty.  Should he warn Dikeledi that she was talking to 

‘it’?  ‘It’ surely had all the appearance of a Coloured.
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‘There’s been some chicanery,’ he muttered, over and over again.


As soon as the noon bell rang he could be seen walking at

a desperate pace to the office of the education supervisor.
20


2.1 What is the principal’s name?

2.2 The principal makes the same mistake made by someone else earlier.

2.2.1 What is the mistake?

2.2.2 Who else made the same mistake?

2.3 Briefly explain what each of the two people wanted to do when they learned that the new teacher was a Masarwa.

2.4 State whether the following statements are TRUE or FALSE and support your answer by quoting from the text or using your own words.

2.4.1
The school principal immediately becomes angry and instructs the Masarwa teacher to leave the school.

2.4.2 The office of the education supervisor is not far from the school.

2.4.3 There are very few learners at the school on the first day.

2.4.4 The principal walks in a leisurely fashion to the office of the education supervisor.

2.5
Who is the education supervisor?

2.6
Quote the sentence from the extract that tells us that the principal regards Dikeledi with the greatest admiration.
(1)

(1)

(1)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(1)

(2)

2.7
Explain why the principal refers to the Masarwa as “it” (line 17).
(2)

2.8 It would be very simple for the Masarwa teacher to keep her real identity a secret.  Explain in one sentence why this is so.

2.9 Why would the principal be “the sensation of the high society circle” (line 6)?

2.10

2.10.1 
What does the reaction of the principal to the teacher suggest about 
his character and values?

2.10.2 
What do we learn about Dikeledi’s character from her behaviour here and in the novel as a whole?
(2)

(2)

(3)

(3)

AND




‘Ranko,’ he said sharply, pretending annoyance.  ‘Didn’t I

tell you not to break up the clods?  They are for conserving

moisture in the soil.’


Ranko looked up, raised one hand and rubbed the side of

his nose.  Sudden, sharp words and the mention of his name

threw him into confusion.  Ranko meant ‘big nose’ in

Setswana, and when had people  not had vegetable garden

soil raked in a fancy way?  Every new and unacceptable idea

had to be put abruptly into practice, making no allowance

for prejudice.  It was painful, like his big nose, and who 

knew where life and destiny would take the three of them as 

long as their lives were attached to Maru?  They began

shaking their heads, and the gesture was very deep.  The man 

who slowly walked away from them was a king in their 

society.  A day had come when he had decided that he did

not need any kingship other than the kind of wife everybody

would loathe from the bottom of their hearts.  He had 

planned for that loathing in secret; they had absorbed the 

shocks in secret.  When everything was exposed, they had

only one alternative: to keep their prejudice and pretend

Maru had died.  But did it end there?  Was that not only a 

beginning?
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2.11 What is it that Maru sacrificed?

2.12 Why is his wife loathed by everybody from the bottom of their hearts?

2.13 Name the figure of speech in line 10.

2.14 Explain what it is that Ranko finds ‘painful’.

2.15 Explain briefly in your own words why the Batswana people have to pretend that Maru has died (line 21)

2.16 What do you think is the ‘beginning’ suggested in line 22?

TOTAL:
(2)

(2)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(2)

[40]

SECTION C

DRAMA

Answer Question 3 OR Question 4

QUESTION  3

JULIUS CAESAR – WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

In the following extract the conspirators meet at Brutus’s house.  Read the passage carefully and then answer the questions based on it and the play as a whole.



Cassius

Yet I fear him;

For in the ingrafted love he bears to Caesar–

Brutus

Alas, good Cassius, do not think of him.

If he love Caesar, all that he can do

Is to himself, take thought and die for Caesar.

And that were much he should, for he is given

To sports, to wildness, and much company.

Trebonius

There is no fear in him; let him not die;

For he will live, and laugh at this hereafter.  Clock strikes
Brutus
Peace! Count the clock.

Cassius
The clock hath stricken three.

Trebonius
’T is time to part.

Cassius

But it is doubtful yet

Whether Caesar will come forth to-day or no;

For he is superstitious grown of late…
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3.1 Explain why Cassius fears Mark Antony.

3.2 What is the function of the dash (–) at the end of Cassius’s sentence (line 2)?

3.3 In the earlier scenes of the play, Caesar mentioned that Anthony “loves play”.

Brutus said that he is “gamesome”.  Quote the lines from the above extract that express the same opinion about Antony.

3.4 Brutus’s opinion is that Antony is harmless.  Do you agree with Brutus’s opinion?

3.4.1 Answer yes or no.

3.4.2 Support your answer from your knowledge of the play.

3.5 What is it that Antony will “laugh” about hereafter (line 9)?

3.6 The conspirators make a fatal decision regarding Antony.  What is the decision?  Quote a phrase of FOUR words from the extract.

3.7 From your knowledge of the play, describe one other fatal mistake made by Brutus regarding Antony.

3.8
Why is it important that Caesar should “come forth today” (line 14)?
(3)

(2)

(2)

(1)

(3)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

The following is an extract from Mark Antony’s long speech after the assassination of Caesar.  Read it carefully and answer the questions that follow.


Anthony

Have patience, gentle friends; I must not read it;

It is not meet you know how Caesar loved you.

You are not wood, you are not stones, but men;

And being men, hearing the will of Caesar,

It will inflame you, it will make you mad.

’T is good you know not that you are his heirs;

For, if you should, O, what would come of it?

Fourth Citizen

Read the will!  We’ll hear it, Antony!

You shall read us the will–Caesar’s will!

Anthony

Will you be patient?  Will you stay awhile?

I have o’ershot myself to tell you of it.

I fear I wrong the honourable men

Whose daggers have stabbed Caesar; I do fear it.

Fourth Citizen
They were traitors!  Honourable men!

All
The will!  The testament!

Second Citizen
They were villains, murderers!  The will!

Read the will!

Anthony

You will compel me, then, to read the will?

Then make a ring about the corpse of Caesar,

And let me show you him that made the will.

Shall I descend?  and will you give me leave?

All
Come down.
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3.9
Who are the ‘gentle friends’ (line 1)?

3.10 Do you agree that they are gentle?

3.10.1 Answer “yes” or “no”.

3.10.2 Give a reason for your answer.

3.11 Write down the question number and the letter only.

When Antony says

“You are not wood, you are not stones…”(line 3),

He suggests that they

A. are weak, unhappy people.

B. have feelings and emotions.

C. are strong and forceful.

D. are soft-hearted.
(1)

(1)

(1)

(2)

3.12 Find synonyms (words with a similar meaning) from the extract for the following words:

3.12.1 proper

3.12.2 excite

3.12.3 furious

3.12.4
force
(4)

3.13 “…hearing the will of Caesar / It will inflame you, it will make you mad…” 

(lines 4 and 5)

Explain in your own words what Anthony thinks will happen when he reads the will.

3.14 In what tone of voice would Anthony speak lines 10 –13?

3.15 Quote TWO phrases of three words each that prove that the crowd are hostile and aggressive towards the conspirators.

3.16 By the end of his speech, it is evident that Mark Antony is not (choose the correct answer and write the symbol)

A. misleading.

B. ruthless.

C. sincere.

D. dangerous.

3.17 Write a short paragraph on ONE of the following:

Caesar, Mark Antony, the plebeians.

Focus on the following main points:
Significant characteristics

Important role played

Weaknesses / strengths


(2)

(1)

(2)

(2)

(5)

[40]

OR


QUESTION  4

MACBETH – WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Read the extracts and answer the questions which follow.


Macduff
I believe drink gave thee the lie last night.

Porter
That it did, sir,  i’the very throat on me; but I 

requited him for his lie; and, I think being too strong for

him, though he took up my legs sometime, yet I made a 

shift to cast him.

Macduff

Is thy master stirring?

Enter Macbeth.
Our knocking has awaked him; here he comes.

Lennox

Good morrow, noble sir.

Macbeth

Good morrow, both.

Macduff
Is the king stirring, worthy Thane?

Macbeth

Not yet.

Macduff
He did command me to call timely on him; 

…I have almost slipped the hour.
5
10




Macbeth
I’ll bring you to him.

Macduff

I know this is a joyful trouble to you;

But yet ’tis one.

Macbeth
The labour we delight in physics pain.

This is the door.

Macduff
I’ll make so bold to call,

For ’tis my limited service.

Lennox

Goes the King hence to-day?

Macbeth
He does: he did appoint so.

Lennox
The night has been unruly:  where we lay,

Our chimneys were blown down; and, as they say,

Lamentings heard i’the air, strange screams of death,

And–prophesying with accents terrible

Of dire combustion, and confused events,

New hatched to the woeful time–the obscure bird

Clamoured the livelong night:  some say the earth

Was feverous and did shake.

Macbeth
’Twas a rough night.

Lennox
My young remembrance cannot parallel

A fellow to it.
15
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4.1 Choose TWO reasons why the ‘porter’ scene which comes before this is important:

I:
It gives the Macbeths time to get dressed.

II:
It provides comic relief between two dramatic scenes.

III:
It slows down the play.

IV:
It gives Macduff time to arrive.

Choose from the following options and write down only the question number and the correct letter:

A. I and II

B. I and III

C. I and IV

D. II and III

E. II and IV

F.
III and IV
(2)

4.2 A pun is a play on words.  Which word used by Macduff and the porter      (lines 1–3) is a pun?


4.3.1
Describe the emotions that you think Macbeth is experiencing as he 

greets Macduff.

4.3.2 Explain why he would be feeling that way.

4.4
How does Macduff explain his presence at  the castle?
(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

4.5
What does Macduff find there?

4.6
Describe in your own words TWO of the unnatural events about which Lennox speaks (lines 20 – 27). 

4.7
Choose the best answer and write down only the question number and the correct letter.

The reason for the occurrence of events in lines 20-27, as suggested by Shakespeare, is:  

A. There has been a war in the land in which there was an attempt to overthrow the king.

B. Macbeth has killed a good king and has disrupted the natural order.

C. Lady Macbeth has called on darkness.

D. The Weird Sisters have greeted Macbeth as future king.

E. The witches have tormented a sailor.

4.8 What is the next evil deed committed by Macbeth?


(2)

(4)

(2)

(2)

4.9 Briefly discuss the way Macduff is portrayed in the play and the way he influences the events that take place.
(4)

Macbeth
Bring me no more reports; let them fly all:

Till Birnam wood remove to Dunsinane

I cannot taint with fear.  What’s the boy Malcolm?

Was he not born of woman?  The spirits that know

All mortal consequence have pronounced me thus:

‘Fear not, Macbeth; no man that’s born of woman

Shall e’er have power upon thee.’  Then fly, false Thanes,

And mingle with the English epicures:

The mind I sway by and the heart I bear

Shall never sag with doubt nor shake with fear.

Enter a Servant.

The devil damn thee black, thou cream-faced loon!

Where got’st thou that goose look?

Servant

There is ten thousand…

Macbeth


Geese, villain?

Servant

Soldiers, sir.

Macbeth
Go, prick thy face and over-red thy fear,

Thou lily-livered boy.  What soldiers, patch?

Death of thy soul! those linen cheeks of thine

Are counsellors to fear.  What soldiers, whey-face?

Servant
The English force, so please you.
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Macbeth
Take thy face hence [Exit Servant.] Seton!–I

am sick at heart,

When I behold– Seton, I say!– This push

Will cheer me ever, or disseat me now.

I have lived long enough: my way of life –

Is fall’n into the sere, the yellow leaf;

And that which should accompany old age,

As honour, love, obedience, troops of friends,

I must not look to have; but, in their stead,

Curses, not loud but deep, mouth-honour, breath,

Which the poor heart would fain deny, and dare not.
25
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4.10 How would you describe Macbeth’s mood in the first ten lines of the extract?  Choose the best answer from the options below and write down only the letter.

A. Calmly confident

B. Agitated and over-confident

C. Angry  and excited

D.
Apathetic and lifeless
(1)

4.11 What emotion does Macbeth reveal in lines 21 to 30?  Choose the best answer.

A. Aggression

B. Anger

C. Disgust

D. Depression

4.12 Answer TRUE or FALSE and quote from the text to prove your answer:

This battle will be Macbeth’s last gamble for security.

4.13
Macbeth compares his life to a ‘yellow leaf’ (line 25).  What does he suggest by this?
(1)

(2)

(2)

4.14
Explain in your own words what it is that Macbeth feels should accompany old age (lines 26 and 27).

4.15
What does Macbeth realise about his life and the way people regard him?

4.16
How has Macbeth’s attitude been influenced by what the witches have told him of Birnam Wood?

4.17
What happens to the wood and how does this affect Macbeth?


(3)

(2)

(2)

(3)

[40]

SECTION D

SHORT STORIES

Answer Question 5 OR Question 6

QUESTION 5

Focus ed. by R. Meyer

Read the extracts and answer the questions which follow.


The Jackal – Hannah Browne


Far away, a lamb in search of its mother bleated, its voice

thin and reedy on the cold night air.  Then the jackal howled.

She stiffened.  They had killed one last week; they needed every

lamb to survive.  She got up, lifted the curtain and peered out

into the starlit night.  Nothing moved.  She looked up at the

night sky.  How beautiful it looked, and God must be out there

somewhere.  She only had to believe and He would take care

of them.  He would not desert them.  They were His creatures

like those lambs out there.  She shivered slightly.  And the 

jackal, the child had asked over the dead carcass, whose creature

was he then?


She crept back into the big lonely bed, now gone cold, and rubbed her feet together for some warmth.


She woke during the night.  Was it a sound she’d heard?  The 

soft sough of the wind through the bluegums grew louder and

she smiled slightly.  Maybe there would not be frost after all.


She got up at the first light of dawn as usual, washed in the 

waskom with water from her mother’s old ewer, leaving the 

water to be added to the other used water in the kitchen bucket

for the pigs.  She combed her long straight hair in front of the 

mottled mirror on the wash stand, bending slightly as she did 

so.  She went quietly through her son’s room to the kitchen and 

lit the fire that had been made up the night before.  It was only 

after the few nights when they had sat in front of the glowing 

stove until late that she had to scrape out the ashes and make up

the fire in the morning.  She believed in being prepared for the 

unexpected.  She warmed her thin hands by folding them

around the huge kettle over the crackling fire, taking them away

only when it became too hot.  She stirred the mealiemeal into 

a small pot of boiling  water for their breakfast putu pap.  Then

she made coffee and took the boy’s enamel mug through to him,

waking him with a soft ‘Morning, Klasie, here’s your coffee’.


He sat up rubbing his eyes, his face rosy with sleep.  Ah, how
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she loved him, how she craved to press his sleep-warm body to

hers and comfort him, but he had grown away from her these

past months and it would only embarrass both of them.
35


5.1 What do we learn from the extract about the mother and her attitude to her son?

5.2 Describe the setting of the story. 

5.3
5.3.1
Why is waskom (line 18) printed in italics?

5.3.2
Supply an English word for this.
(4)

(2)

(2)

(2)

5.4 Why does the woman save the dishwater to add to the food for the pigs?

5.5 The boy has not had a normal childhood.  Explain why.

5.6 How do we know that the boy is familiar with and interested in nature?

5.7 What are the boy’s feelings when he first comes across the cubs?
(2)

(3)

(3)

(2)

5.8 Why does he not immediately kill the cubs?

5.9 How do the cubs eventually die?
(2)

(2)


An Ornery Kind of Kid – William Saroyan

Mayo Maloney at eleven was a little shrimp of a fellow who

was not rude so much as he was rudeness itself, for he couldn’t

even step inside a church, for instance, without giving every-

body who happened to see him an uncomfortable feeling that he, Mayo, despised the place and its purpose.


It was much the same everywhere else that Mayo went:

school, library, theater, home.  Only his mother felt that Mayo

was not a rude boy, but his father frequently asked him to get 

down off his high horse and act like everybody else.  By this,

Michael Maloney meant that Mayo ought to take things easy

and stop finding so much fault with everything.


Mayo was the most self-confident boy in the world, and he

found fault with everything, or so at least it seemed.  He found 

fault with his mother’s church activities.  He found fault with

his father’s interest in Shakespeare and Mozart.  He found fault

with the public-school system,  the Government, the United

Nations, the entire population of the world.  And he did all this

fault-finding without so much as going into detail about any-

thing.  He did it by being alive, by being on hand at all.  He did

it by being nervous, irritable, swift, wise and bored.  In short,

he was a perfectly normal boy.  He had contempt for everything

and everybody, and he couldn’t help it.  His contempt was

unspoken but unmistakable.  He was slight of body, dark of face

and hair, and he went at everything in a hurry because every-

thing was slow and stupid and weak.


The only thing that didn’t bore him was the idea of hunting,

but his father wouldn’t buy him a gun, not even a .22-caliber

single-shot rifle.  Michael Maloney told Mayo that as soon as

he was sure that Mayo had calmed down a little, he would think

about buying him a gun.  Mayo tried to calm down a little, so

he could have his gun, but he gave it up after a day and a half.


‘O.K.,’ his father said, ‘if you don’t want your gun, you

don’t have to try to earn it.’


‘I did try to earn it,’ Mayo said.


‘When?’



‘Yesterday and today.’


‘I had in mind,’ his father said, ‘a trial covering a period of

at least a month.’


‘A month?’ Mayo said.  ‘How do you expect a fellow to stay

calm all through October with pheasant to shoot in the country?’


5.10 What is the meaning of the word “ornery”?

5.11 What do we learn about Mayo Maloney’s character? Is he “ornery”?
(2)

(4)

5.12 One of the themes of the story is the father-son relationship.

Comment on the relationship between the following:

5.12.1 Mr Maloney and his father

5.12.2 The old man at the store and his son

5.12.3 Mayo and Mr Maloney when Mayo gets back from his adventure

5.13 Mayo is described as a “little shrimp of a fellow…”  What does this tell us about his appearance?


(2)

(2)

(4)

(2)
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OR


QUESTION 6

STORIES SOUTH AFRICAN ed by A. LENNOX-SHORT

Read the extracts and answer the questions that follow.

Badeni’s Bank Note – Frank Brownlee




Badeni, working in the gold mines of Johannesburg,

received a letter from his wife, for whom it had been 

written by the teacher of the school in his home location.


The letter read:

My Dear Spouse,


I hope you are well, we are well, under the earth.


Whereas there is a great starvation in this country

please send me money like £1 or £5 sterling so that I

may buy victuals for myself and your famishing off-

spring.  The trader is refusing with that food, saying

he does not believe in the stability of your finance,

therefore credit is considerably weak.  I will buy mealies 

with that £5 you are consciously sending me by return

of post.

Thanking you in anticipation, I am

Yours faithfully wife,

MAMTOLO


Badeni could not read, so after opening the envelope,

fingering the letter, and looking at it helplessly from all

angles, he took it to the native clerk in the office of the

mine compound.


The clerk read the letter, and explained to Badeni how

he should go about sending the remittance to his languish-

ing wife and family.  Paper money should be put in the 
5
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letter, and upon the envelope a blue cross should be made, to signify that its contents were valuable.  Four-

pence extra postage was necessary, to ensure the letter travelling in greater security.


Badeni persuaded the clerk to write a letter to his 

wife, responding to the call for cash.  He knew about 

paper money, he said, and he himself would put it in

the envelope.


The clerk wrote this letter:

Dear Madam,


Your epistle to hand.  It has moved me to great sor-

row.  Herewith I enclose £5 (five pounds) for the main-

tenance of yourself and my children during the

protracted period of my unavoidable absence. 

Believe me to be, dear madam,

Your respectful husband,

BADENI
25
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Badeni did not quite like the tone of the letter.  He

demurred to the term ‘respectful’ in its application to

his relation with his wife, but the letter would serve its

purpose.  He insisted, however, on the clerk’s adding as 

a postscript:  ‘I hope you are well, I am still well.’
45


6.1 Where do Badeni and his wife live respectively?

6.2

6.2.1 Briefly summarise the contents of Mamtolo’s letter.

6.2.2 Who wrote this letter for her?

6.3.1 Why do you think, Badeni objects (demurred) to the term ‘respectful’ in the letter (lines 40 and 43)?

6.3.2 To whom does Badeni take the letter?

6.3.3 Why does he insist on the postscript (line 46)?

6.4 Quote an example of formal language from each letter.

6.5
Explain how the incident of the “note” affects the relationship between husband 
and wife.

6.6

6.6.1 In this story Thandabantu deceives Badeni.  Explain how the shopkeeper’s fraud is exposed (found out).


6.6.2
What does this story suggest about the society in which Badeni and his 

wife live?
(2)

(4)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(6)

(4)

(2)

AND


The Way that he Took – Rudyard Kipling



‘I was eleven then – or ten, perhaps, and the little

ones were two and three.  Why? Then we came back

to eat, and we sat under a rock all afternoon.  It was

hot, you see, and we played – we played with the

stones and the flowers.  You should see our Karoo in

spring!  All flowers!  All our flowers!  Then we came

home, carrying the little ones on our backs asleep --
5


come home through the dark – just like this night.

That was our own day!  Oh, the good days!  We used

to watch the meerkats playing, too, and the little buck.

When I was at Guy’s, learning to nurse, how home-sick

that made me!


‘But what a splendid open-air life!’ said the captain.


‘Where else is there to live except the open air?’ said

Sister Margaret, looking off into twenty-thousand square

miles of it with eyes that burned.


‘You’re quite right.’


‘I’m sorry to interrupt you two,’ said Sister Dorothy,

who had been talking to the gunner major; ‘but the 

guard says we shall be ready to go in a few minutes.

Major Devine and Dr. Johnson have gone down already.’


‘Very good, Sister.  We’ll follow.’  The captain rose 

unwillingly and made for the worn path from the camp

to the rail.


‘Isn’t there another way?’ said Sister Margaret.  Her

grey nursing gown glimmered like some big moth’s

wing.


‘No.  I’ll bring a lantern.  It’s quite safe.’


‘I did not think of that,’ she said with a laugh; ‘only

we never come home by the way we left it when we live

in the Karoo.  If any one – suppose you had dismissed

a servant, or got him sjamboked, and he saw you go out?

He would wait for you to come back on a tired horse,

and then … you see?  But, of course, in England where 

the road is all walled, it is different.  How funny!  Even

when we were little we learned never to come home by

the way we went out.’


‘Very good,’ said the captain, obediently. It made the walk longer, and he approved of that.
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6.7 This story can be divided into three sections.

6.7.1 Section one introduces us to the captain and Sister Margaret.  What seemingly unimportant information does she give the British?

6.7.2 In the second part of the story Jan van Staden sets out his plan of attack.  Would this be an accepted form of attack for the British?  Give a reason for your answer.

6.7.3 In section three the Captain tries to convince the Colonel that they are being led into a trap.  The colonel doesn’t believe him.  How does the Captain react to this?

6.8 Write a short description of the Captain in which you say what we learn about his character in the story.


(2)

(3)

(3)

(4)
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AND


SECTION E

COMPULSORY

QUESTION 7

COMPREHENSION

Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.


PLEASURE BEYOND PAIN

When Vic Clapham first conceived the Comrades Marathon in 1921 “as a living memorial to the spirit of the soldiers who died in the Great War of 1914 – 1918” he could hardly have known that the arduous race would still be going strong into the 21st Century – and beyond .

1 n that first, historic event of 1921, less than half of the field of 34 runners completed the race, with winner Bill Rowan completing the 

‘down run’ from Pietermaritzburg to Durban in a minute under nine hours.  Although this was almost three-and-a-half hours slower that the record of 5 hours 6 minutes 25 seconds, set for the ‘up run’ by Russian Dmitry Grishin in 1998, Rowan’s name lives on in Comrades history.

2 Recognised as one of the world’s toughest ultra 

marathons, Comrades 2000 is set to reach a new milestone in the long history of the event.  On June 16, 2000, over 20,000 athletes from all over South Africa, as well as a strong foreign contingent, are expected to line up for the start of the 75th Comrades – and the first of the new millennium, proof,if it were needed, that Comrades is here to stay.

3
This year the race is an ‘up run’, starting at 

the Durban City Hall at 05:30 and finishing at the Scottsville Race Course in Pietermaritzburg.  What makes the race unique is the huge number of entrants it attracts – particularly the thousands who have no hope of winning, or placing high among finishers.  While top athletes vie out in front for the medals and the glory, the real heroes  are those far back in the field who compete not for the prizes and the glory of winning, but to test their endurance and to earn the right to say they finished.  In fact, the real drama of Comrades is played out among the no-hopers, coaxing and cajoling fellow competitors to slog on to the distant finishing line. 

4
Ask anyone who competes why they do it, 

and you will get as many answers as the number of people you ask.  In the foreword to The Comrades Marathon Yearbook, nine times 
winner and Comrades great – Bruce Fordyce writes:  “At a certain point (usually the 70 km mark) on race day every Comrades runner asks the question, ‘What am I doing here?’  “In recent years, as the event has grown, there has come increasing participation of big names and big money sponsors – many attracted by the wall-to-wall TV coverage of the race.  Live footage, not only of the  stars up front, but of exhausted, nevertheless determined, back-markers crossing the finishing line minutes, sometimes even seconds, before the 5pm cut-off, capture the real spirit of the event.  Over the years, Comrades has not been without its inevitable political problems.  For many years black athletes could only run unofficially – but the opening of the event to all in 1975-ironically the first year in which women could officially compete – pre-empted normality in many other sports in South Africa.  In 1981 Bruce Fordyce ran wearing a black armband as part of a student protest at the race’s then traditional association with Republic Day.

5
This year, because it is such an important 

milestone in the history of the event, there is an extra inducement for the top runners to get home first.  The Harmony Gold Mine has donated four bars of gold to the Comrades Association for winners.  Two bars weighing 25 ounces, and valued at about R50, 000, will go to the first South African man and woman to cross the finish line. But the big attraction for top runners will undoubtedly be the two gold bars, weighing 100 ounces and valued at about R200,000 each, to be awarded as additional incentives to the man and woman who win, if they break the respective records.

SABC Radio & TV Talk June

7.1 Explain in your own words why the Comrades Marathon was first run.
(2)

7.2 ‘Rowan’s name lives on in Comrades history.’ (paragraph 1)

7.2.1 What is meant by this statement?

7.2.2 Why does Rowan’s name live on?
(2)

(2)

7.3 What makes the writer of the article sure that ‘Comrades is here to stay’? (paragraph 2)

7.4 Quote a phrase from paragraph 2 which tells us that not only South African runners compete in the Comrades marathon.

7.5
7.5.1 What does the term ‘ultra marathon’ (paragraph 2) tell us about the race?

7.5.2 Why is this year’s race described as an ‘up run’ (paragraph 3)?

7.6
Refer to paragraph 3.  Choose the most suitable answer and write down only 
the number and the correct letter.

The writer feels that the most exciting aspect of the race is:

A. The large number of entrants it attracts

B. The competition to see who wins the race

C. The way the weaker runners struggle to finish the race

D. The exciting prizes that can be won.
(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

7.7 
What does Bruce Fordyce suggest about the way Comrades runners feel 
when they reach the 70 km mark (paragraph 4)?

7.8 
‘Wall-to-wall TV coverage’ (paragraph 4)

7.8.1 What is usually described as being ‘wall-to-wall’?

7.8.2 What does the phrase suggest about the TV coverage?

7.8.3 Explain the function of the hyphens in ‘wall-to-wall’.
(2)

(1)

(2)

(2)

7.9 
Explain why The Comrades Marathon Yearbook is typed in italics.

7.10 Give two examples of prejudice displayed by organisers of the event in the past.

7.11 Quote ONE example of informal language from the passage.
(2)

(2)

(2)

7.12 The word ‘milestone’ (paragraphs 2and 5) is used figuratively.

7.12.1 Name the figure of speech contained in this word.

7.12.2 Explain the meaning of the word as it appears in the passage.
(1)

(2)

7.13 Write down a word or phrase to explain the meaning of the following words as 
they appear in the passage:

7.13.1 arduous (sub-heading)

7.13.2 unique (paragraph 3)

7.13.3 cajoling (paragraph 3)

7.13.4 footage (paragraph 4)
(4)

7.14 Quote the phrase that indicates what time the race officially ends.

7.15 Do you think the title of the article is successful in summing up the writer’s 
ideas concerning the marathon?  Give reasons for your answer.
(2)

(2)

TOTAL FOR SECTION E:

TOTAL:
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