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The Indian Renaissance began in Bengal. It was initiated by Raja Ram
Mohan Roy. He was a staunch advocate of the principles of individualism,
democracy, liberty and equality. He strongly opposed the evil social customs and
traditions like casteism. He was convinced that the country would not progress
unless the society was reformed. To carry his thoughts to the people, he started
two newspapers, namely, ‘Samvad Kaumudi’ and ‘Mirat-ul-Akhbar’. He strove
for the spread of western education. He laid the foundation of an all round

reform movement in India. Hence, he is rightly called the father of Modern India.

Like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, a number of social reformers dedicated themselves
to this work of social reform. Their attention was mainly drawn to the miserable
condition of the depressed classes and women. They realized that upliftment of
Indian society was not possible unless the condition of these classes was improved.
Hence, they devoted themselves to this task and set up a number of public

institutions for this purpose.
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