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Note to teachers and students on the use of published marking schemes 

Marking schemes published by the State Examinations Commission are not intended to be 

standalone documents.  They are an essential resource for examiners who receive training in 

the correct interpretation and application of the scheme.  This training involves, among other 

things, marking samples of student work and discussing the marks awarded, so as to clarify 

the correct application of the scheme.  The work of examiners is subsequently monitored by 

Advising Examiners to ensure consistent and accurate application of the marking scheme.  

This process is overseen by the Chief Examiner, usually assisted by a Chief Advising 

Examiner.  The Chief Examiner is the final authority regarding whether or not the marking 

scheme has been correctly applied to any piece of candidate work. 

Marking schemes are working documents.  While a draft marking scheme is prepared in 

advance of the examination, the scheme is not finalised until examiners have applied it to 

candidates’ work and the feedback from all examiners has been collated and considered in 

light of the full range of responses of candidates, the overall level of difficulty of the 

examination and the need to maintain consistency in standards from year to year.  This 

published document contains the finalised scheme, as it was applied to all candidates’ work. 

In the case of marking schemes that include model solutions or answers, it should be noted 

that these are not intended to be exhaustive.  Variations and alternatives may also be 

acceptable.  Examiners must consider all answers on their merits, and will have consulted 

with their Advising Examiners when in doubt. 

Future Marking Schemes 

Assumptions about future marking schemes on the basis of past schemes should be avoided.  

While the underlying assessment principles remain the same, the details of the marking of a 

particular type of question may change in the context of the contribution of that question to 

the overall examination in a given year.  The Chief Examiner in any given year has the 

responsibility to determine how best to ensure the fair and accurate assessment of candidates’ 

work and to ensure consistency in the standard of the assessment from year to year.  

Accordingly, aspects of the structure, detail and application of the marking scheme for a 

particular examination are subject to change from one year to the next without notice.
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LISTENING COMPREHENSION (100 marks)
(1/2 marks if answered in romaji or Japanese script) 

Part A  (28 marks) 

1. (i) New York     2 marks 

 (ii) (b) one week     4 marks 

 (iii) (c) a helicopter ride    4 marks 

2. (i) France     2 marks 

 (ii)  (d) not enjoyable    4 marks 

 (iii) (a) a magnet     4 marks 

3. (i)  (a) took part in a cycle race   4 marks 

 (ii)  (b) his mother    4 marks 

Part B  (24 marks) 

1. Tokyo Sky Tree (12 marks)

(i) (d) the tallest tower in the world  4 marks 

(a) near Asakusa station   4 marks 

(iii) (03-5822) – (6405) (1 mark for each correct number) 4 marks 

2. America’s Got Talent (8 marks)

(i) (c) Mr. Ebina     4 marks   

(ii) (a) first Japanese winner   4 marks 

3. Weather forecast (4 marks)

(i) (c) cloud followed by wind and rain 4 marks 
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Part C  (24 marks)

1. Interview at Wagamori restaurant (18 marks)

(i) 22        2 marks 

(ii) (b)  a restaurant     4 marks 

(iii) (a)  at weekends     4 marks 

(iv) (b) 1,000 yen     4 marks 

(v) (d) a white shirt and black trousers  4 marks 

2. Ordering at Wagamori (6 marks)

(i) Sake, water (any one, 2 marks)   2 marks 

(ii) Tempura / teriyaki  (1 mark) salmon (1 mark) / toufu  (1 mark) salad  (1 mark) /    

            sashimi, raw fish 

 (any 2, 2 marks each)     4 marks

    

Part D  (24 marks) 

1.  (a) morning 4 marks 

2.  (c) in a hospital       4 marks 

3.  (b) it’s Japanese style    4 marks

4.  (c) takes a bath     4 marks

5.  Strict teachers / no make-up allowed / no piercings, no earrings / cleaning.

(any one, 4 marks) (teachers / strict 2 marks) 4 marks

6. (d) study music     4 marks
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READING COMPREHENSION                                          120 marks 

(Half marks if not answered in the appropriate language) 

Q.1 (30 marks) 

1. Write the number of the link as in the example (10 marks)

(i) Restaurant  4 (2 marks)   

(ii) Photos   5 (2 marks)     

(iii) Volunteering 8 (2 marks)    

(iv) News   1 (2 marks)   

(v) Guided tour  6 (2 marks)   

2. How much are the following soft toys? (10 marks)

(i) Orangutan  ¥2,940  (2 marks)     

(ii) Lion   ¥2,410  (2 marks)  

(iii) Gorilla   ¥1,890  (2 marks)   

(iv) Cheetah  ¥1,575  (2 marks)    

(v) Kangaroo  ¥2,520  (2 marks)  

3. (i) In which colours can you buy the panda?

Pink  (2 marks)  and  blue (2 marks)   (4 marks) 

(ii) Write the following Panda goods in  Katakana.

(a) Puzzle    (2 marks) 

(b) Tie       (2 marks) 

4. What day of the week is the zoo closed?

Monday      (2 marks) 
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Q.2  (61 marks) 

A: (28 marks) 

1. What is the average age reached by 
(i) Japanese men  79 (3 marks)

(ii) Japanese women 86 (3 marks) (6 marks)

2. The top 5 oldest people in Japan are women.  True  (2 marks)

      3.  (10 marks) 

5 marks each for any 2 correct lines of information. (Surname 1 mark, first name 1 mark, date

of birth 1 marks, lives in 2 marks)

4. (10 marks) 

Name  Date of birth Lives in  

(i)Tajima Nabi 4
th

 August (1900) Kagoshima 

(ii)Ishiguro Kyoko 4
th

 March (1901) Kanagawa 

(iii)Kimura Hanae 8
th

 August (1901) Tokushima 

(iv)Fujiwara Natsuko 29
th

 September (1901) Hiroshima 

1. She was born in Tokyo. 

1 mark 

 False 

 1 mark 

2. Her family had a Kimono shop. 

1 mark 

True

1 mark

3. She has three children. 

1 mark 

True

1 mark

4. Her hobby is knitting. 

1 mark 

True

1 mark

5. She likes to eat meat. 

1 mark 

False

1 mark
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B: (10 marks)

(i) (a)   (1 mark) 

(ii) (b) (1 mark) 

(iii) (d) (1 mark) 

(iv) (b) (1 mark) 

(v) (a) (1 mark) 

(vi) (c) (1 mark) 

(vii) (c) (1 mark) 

(viii) (b) (1 mark) 

(ix) (a) (1 mark) 

(x) (d) (1 mark) 

C: (20 marks) 

1. (10 marks)

(i)   (2 marks)   

(ii)

   (2 marks)    

(iii) (2 marks) 

(iv) (2 marks) 

(v) (2 marks) 

2. (10 marks) 

       (i) (b)   (2 marks) 

      (ii)    (a)   (2 marks) 

(iii) (a)   (2 marks) 

(iv)   (c)   (2 marks) 

(v)   (c)   (2 marks) 

D:  (3 marks)       

The Japanese have one of the longest life spans in the world.

Discuss the reasons for this. 
 2 marks for any point + 1 discretionary mark  



6

Q.3  (29 marks) 

1. (8 marks) 

 (i) Lisa   Malaysia  (2 marks)   

(ii) Lorraine  Brazil   (2 marks)

(iii) Ken Ireland  (2 marks)

(iv) Colin  Kyoto   (2 marks)

2. (9 marks)

    (i) When will Lisa go to the Asian Gaelic Games?

 October      (3 marks)    

                   

     (ii) Name two countries that will play in the games 

Singapore / Taiwan / Korea / Thailand / Malaysia (6 marks)

 (Any 2, 3 marks each) 

3.   (6 marks) 

(i) Lorraine’s father is

(c) an engineer    (2 marks) 

(ii) Ken likes                                                                       

(a) tennis     (2 marks)   

(iii) How does Colin study Kanji? 

(d) he uses Kanji cards   (2 marks)   

4.  (6 marks) 

(i)

   (2 marks) 

(ii)

 (2 marks) 

(iii)

    (2 marks) 
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WRITTEN PRODUCTION (80 marks) 

Q.4 30 marks

(i)  3 marks 

(ii)    3 marks  

(iii)   3 marks 

(iv)    3 marks 

(v)    3 marks 

(vi)    3 marks 

(vii)    3 marks 

(viii)    3 marks 

(ix)    3 marks 

(x)   3 marks 

Q.5 50 marks

10 marks each for any 5 questions answered. 

5 marks for content; 5 marks for expression. 

(i)

 (ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) (3 marks) (2 marks)

(v) (3 marks) (2 marks)

(vi) 5 marks)

(vii) (5 marks)

Content marks: 

5 marks:  Full answer with additional comment 

3-4 marks:  Full answer to question 

2 marks:   Partial answer to question 

1 mark:  Very short answer to questions 

Expression marks: 

Expression: Marked out of 5 for each question where content is 4 or 5. 

Where content is less than 4, mark expression out of 3. 

See table below. 
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Marking WRITTEN EXPRESSION for Question 5

Errors Circle in red repeated errors, do not repenalise. 

Put circled T for errors in tense usage, R for incorrect use of register

Use wavy line for incorrect use of Hiragana, Katakana, Kanji, illegible script, 

Incorrect punctuation, inaccurate vocabulary. 

Underline other mistakes, putting double line under word order errors. 

Place w.o. in left margin for word order errors. 

N.B.  Use square brackets for irrelevant material [……] 

 Category description 

1 Vocabulary very inadequate; incorrect use of Hiragana and

Katakana; writing difficult to decode; much use of Romaji; very 

limited range of structures used. 

Poor punctuation.

Serious grammatical errors:

Verb and adjective forms generally incorrect; particles generally

incorrect; tenses inconsistent, inappropriate 

2-3 Vocabulary use quite good – generally adequate and appropriate with 

perhaps some Japanese idiom. Appropriate and correct use of Hiragana

and Katakana with only occasional errors; adequate use of Kanji.

Adequate range of structures used. 

Punctuation quite good. 

Few serious / frequent minor grammatical errors: 

Verb and adjective forms, tenses, particles correct more often than 

not.

4-5 Vocabulary use good – rich, idiomatic and appropriate. Few word 

order mistakes. No or very few mistakes using Hiragana and

Katakana. Good use of Kanji. Wide use of structures used. Good use 

of Genkouyoushi.

Correct punctuation.

Grammar generally correct: 

Good level of accuracy in verb and adjective forms, tenses, particles.

N.B. Take a global view of language use (E = Expression) to locate the candidate’s work in 

the most appropriate category. 



9

Tapescript

Part A 

1.

1

2.

T

3.

150

:
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Part B 

1.

2012 22

630

2

8 10 2000

900 03-5822-6405

03-5822-6405

2.

2013 America’s Got Talent

39

America’s Got Talent

1

3.

24

19
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Part C 
1.

22 3

1000

1000

7 12 12

2.
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Part D

.

:

.
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