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RESEARCH STUDY REPORT (RSR)
(2100 marks)

TITLE OF THE STUDY  (no marks)
No marks are allowed for the title, but it will be necessary to take account of the title
in order to judge ‘relevance of the sources to the subject’ in Evaluation of the Sources.
OUTLINE PLAN (15 marks)
Citation of the sources = 6 marks Other elements = 9 marks
Citation of sources
Two sources are asked for.
Full and accurate citation of one source = 3 marks
3 marks x 2 = 6 marks for two sources
Title = 1 mark
Author = 1 mark
One further piece of validating information (eg: publisher, date of publication,
website address, etc) = 1 mark
Define and justify the proposed subject of study, identifying the aims and
intended approach.

Does the candidate set out clearly what it is he/she proposes to study and why? Does
the candidate set out his/her aims and how he/she hopes to achieve those?

Taking the answer as a whole, to what extent does the candidate succeed in doing this
clearly and coherently?

very good = 8-9 marks

good = 6-7 marks
fair = 3-5 marks
weak = (-2 marks




EVALUATION OF THE SOURCES

(25 marks)

Comment on strengths or weaknesses of sources and indicate relevance of sources to

the subject.

To what extent does the candidate succeed in doing this clearly and coherently?

Reference to BOTH sources

Reference to only ONE source

EXTENDED ESSAY

Historical essay = 50 marks

very good = 21-25 marks
good = 15-20 marks

fair = 8-14 marks

weak = 0-7 marks

very good = 14-17 marks
good = 10-13 marks

fair = 5-9 marks

weak = 0-4 marks

(60 marks)

Review of research process = 10 marks

The review of the research process may be integral to the essay or presented as a

separate element.

The historical essay should be assessed as a unit and a mark out of 50 awarded as

follows

Historical knowledge— 25 marks

Very good: 21-25

Thorough, Good: 15-20
accurate Fair: 8-14

and relevant to the title Weak: 0-7
Research skills — 15 marks Very good: 14-15
Study chosen is one of historical Good: 10-13
significance (not obscure or trivial) Fair: 5-9

Fair and balanced treatment of issues Weak: 0-4
Presentation — 10 marks Very good: 8-10
Literacy Good: 6-7
Structure Fair: 4-5
Appropriate length Weak: 0-3




Review of the research process (10 marks)
This may be a stand-alone section or it may be integral to the essay.
Here the examiner should assess the account of the research process in its totality.
Having considered the review, the examiner should award marks as follows:
Very good: 8-10
Good: 6-7

Fair: 4-5
Weak: 0-3

Section 1: DOCUMENTS-BASED QUESTION (DBQ)
(100 marks)

There are four parts in the Documents-based question:

1. Comprehension (40 marks)

2. Comparison (20 marks)

3. Criticism (20 marks)

4. Contextualisation (20 marks)

1. Comprehension (40 marks)
(a) 8M
(b) 4M + 4M = 8M
(c) 4AM + 4M = 8M
(d) 4M + 4M = 8M

(e 8M




2. Comparison (20 marks)

(a) 5M + 5M = max 10M

(b) 2M + 4M + 4M = max 10M

3. Criticism (20 marks)

(a) 5M +5M =max 10M
(b) 2M + 4M + 4M = max 10M
4, Contextualisation (20 marks)

Mark by the principle of Core Statement.

A Core Statement may be defined as one of the following:

e A significant factual statement which is relevant to the question asked

e An explanation, opinion or comment which is relevant to the question asked

e A significant introductory or concluding statement which is relevant to the
question asked

To apply the principle of marking by Core Statement, examiners will proceed as
follows:

e Having read the answer, it should be broken up into Core Statements, with a
tick (V) put at the end of each completed Core Statement

e Each completed Core Statement is awarded 5 marks

e Anincomplete Core Statement at the end of an answer may merit 1-4 marks

Here, in question 4 of the Documents-based Question, the examiner will be looking to
award 5 marks each to four Core Statements for the full 20 marks allocation.



Section 2: IRELAND (100 marks) And
Section 3: EUROPE AND THE WIDER WORLD (200 marks)

Candidates are asked to answer on one Topic from Section 2 and two Topics from
Section 3.

Each Topic is divided into three parts:

A. A stimulus-driven unit with 4/5 short questions to be attempted (maximum: 30
marks)

B. A short paragraph to be written in response to one of four headings
(maximum: 30 marks)

C. A longer paragraph to be written in answer to one of four questions
(maximum: 40 marks)

The marking of parts A, B and C will proceed as follows:

A. Typically the marks will be awarded as 6 marks per question, with 6 marks x 5
giving the maximum 30 marks. See Notes on individual topics below for
variations to that practice.

B. This answer will be marked by the principle of Core Statement, as defined
above. A maximum Cumulative Mark of 20 will be allowed for Core
Statements and a maximum of 10 marks will be allowed for the examiner’s
Overall Evaluation of the answer. See the sliding scale below.

C. This answer will be marked by the principle of Core Statement, as defined
above. A maximum Cumulative Mark of 30 will be allowed for Core
Statements and a maximum of 10 marks will be allowed for the examiner’s
Overall Evaluation of the answer. See the sliding scale below.

Cumulative Mark (CM)
This is the total mark awarded for Core Statements, subject to a maximum of 20
marks in part B and a maximum of 30 marks in part C.

Overall Evaluation (OE)
In awarding OE, the examiner will consider how well the answer responds to the
heading or addresses the set question. The following grading table will apply:

Excellent: 9-10 marks
Very good: 7-8 marks
Good: 5-6 marks
Fair: 3-4 marks

Poor: 0-2 marks

In awarding both CM and OE, the examiner will approach the material with an open
mind as to the range of valid answers which may be expected of a candidate at
Ordinary Level and with an understanding of the scope of knowledge and historical
skills which the syllabus demands.




Notes on individual topics

SECTION 2: IRELAND (100 marks)

One question from one of the five topics to be answered.

Ireland: Topic 1

Al.
A2.
A3.
A4.
AS.

B-

C -

3M +3M=6M
6M
6M
6M
6M

Max CM = 20 marks Max OE = 10 marks

Max CM = 30 marks Max OE = 10 marks

Ireland: Topic 3

Al.
A2.
A3.
A4.
AS.

B-

C-

3IM +3M =6M
3M +3M = 6M
6M
6M
2M +4M = 6M

Max CM = 20 marks Max OE = 10 marks

Max CM = 30 marks Max OE = 10 marks

Ireland: Topic 4

Al.
A2.
A3.
A4.
AS.

4M + 2M = 6M
6M
3M +3M = 6M
6M
3M +3M = 6M

Max CM = 20 marks Max OE = 10 marks

Max CM = 30 marks Max OE = 10 marks



Ireland: Topic 5

Al.
A2.
A3.
A4.
AS.

B-

C -

2M +2M +2M = 6M
6M
6M
6M
6M

Max CM = 20 marks Max OE = 10 marks

Max CM = 30 marks Max OE = 10 marks

Ireland: Topic 6

Al.
A2.
A3.
A4.
AS.

6M
6M
6M (“the enemy” = max 3M)
6M
6M

Max CM = 20 marks Max OE = 10 marks

Max CM = 30 marks Max OE = 10 marks



SECTION 3: EUROPE AND THE WIDER WORLD (200 marks)

One question from each of two of the six topics to be answered.

Europe and the wider world: Topic 1

Al. 3M+3M=6M

A2. 6M
A3. oM
A4. 6M
AS5. oM

B- Max CM = 20 marks Max OE = 10 marks

C- Max CM = 30 marks Max OE = 10 marks

Europe and the wider world: Topic 2
Al. 6M

A2. 3M+3M=6M

A3. 3M+3M=6M

A4. 3M+3M=6M
AS5. oM

B- Max CM = 20 marks Max OE = 10 marks

C- Max CM = 30 marks Max OE = 10 marks

Europe and the wider world: Topic 3

Al.  6o6M
A2. oM
A3. 6M

A4. 4AM+2M =6M
AS5S. 2M+2M +2M =6M

B- Max CM = 20 marks Max OE = 10 marks

C- Max CM = 30 marks Max OE = 10 marks



Europe and the wider world:

Al.
A2.
A3.
A4.
AS.

B-

C -

Europe and the wider world:

Al.
A2.
A3.
A4.
AS.

B-

C -

Europe and the wider world:

Al.
A2.
A3.
A4.
AS.

3M +3M = 6M
3IM +3M=6M
6M
6M
6M

Max CM = 20 marks

Max CM = 30 marks

3M +3M = 6M
3IM +3M=6M
6M
3IM +3M =6M
6M

Max CM = 20 marks

Max CM = 30 marks

6M
6M
6M
2M +4M = 6M
6M

Max CM = 20 marks

Max CM = 30 marks

Topic 4

Max OE = 10 marks

Max OE = 10 marks

Topic 5

Max OE = 10 marks

Max OE = 10 marks

Topic 6

Max OE = 10 marks

Max OE = 10 marks
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