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Four questions to be answered, namely Question 1, Question 5 and two questions from Section B 
(questions 2, 3, 4). 
 
In discussion-type answers it is better to treat of three or four aspects of the main theme in some detail rather than 
give a superficial treatment of a large number of points.   
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 SECTION A – MAP WORK 
 Answer ALL of Question 1 

 
 
1. Look at the 1 : 50 000 Ordnance Survey extract and Legend supplied and answer the following questions. 

  
 

(a) "This region has a long history of human settlement”.  With reference to the map extract, examine 
in detail the evidence in favour of this statement.  

(40 marks) 
 
 

(b) “The Sligo region is served by a variety of modes of transport”.  Examine this statement, with a 
sketch map to illustrate your answer.  

(30 marks) 
 
 

(c) Both the map extract and the aerial photograph provide useful evidence to support an analysis of 
the road infrastructure of Sligo Town.  Examine how they differ in providing such evidence. 

(30 marks) 
 
 
 
 

 SECTION B – PHYSICAL, SOCIAL and ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY 
 Answer TWO Questions  

 
 
 
2. PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY: Answer  2(a)  or 2(b)  or 2(c)  or 2(d). 
 

 
(a) (i) With reference to processes of erosion and to processes of deposition, examine three 

ways in which rivers shape the Irish landscape. 
                             (75 marks) 

 
(ii) Examine briefly two ways in which human societies attempt to manage rivers.   

       (25 marks) 
 
 
 
(b) (i) With reference to two characteristic landforms, examine how marine processes shape 

coastlines. 
                  (60 marks) 

 
(ii) Briefly examine how each of the following can affect the rate at which a stretch of 

coastline is eroded: 
 

* rock type 
   * human activity. 

(40 marks) 
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 (c) (i) Using diagrams to illustrate your answer, describe the development of mid-latitude 

frontal depressions.                 (40 marks) 
 
 

(ii) Examine in detail the sequence of weather associated with the passage of an Atlantic 
depression over Ireland. 
In your answer, refer to: 
* atmospheric pressure and wind 
* cloud amount and type 
* temperature 

 * precipitation 
(40 marks) 

 
(iii) Outline briefly the impact which Modern Technologies have had on weather forecasting. 

(20 marks) 
    
 
 

(d) “The scale of human activities has increased to the point that we may be witnessing irreversible 
changes in the Earth’s natural systems”. 
 
Analyse this statement referring to: 
 
*  atmosphere  *  soils  *  forests *  waters 

                 (100 marks) 
 
   
 

3. SOCIAL GEOGRAPHY: Answer  3(a)  or 3(b)  or 3(c)  or 3(d). 
 
  (a) Examine the colour aerial photograph of Sligo town supplied. 
    

(i) “The influence of the river on the development of Sligo town is very evident from the 
photograph”. 
Discuss this statement. 

(40 marks) 
 

(ii) “The part of Sligo town shown on the photograph is heavily populated.” 
Discuss two pieces of evidence from the photograph which support this statement.    

(30 marks) 
 
 

(iii) “The map – maker selects what features to include on a map.  The photographer includes 
everything within the view of the camera”. 
Illustrate this difference with reference to the map and the photograph supplied.             

(30 marks) 
 
 
 (b) (i) Describe and explain any two examples of large-scale international human migration in the 

twentieth century.                                    
(50 marks) 

  
 

(ii) Analyse one positive and one negative effect which such large-scale migrations may have 
on a destination or receiving area.            

(50 marks) 



Page 4 of 6 

 
 
 
 

(c) The Growth of Cities 1970-2010 
 

Los Angeles +65% 

Cairo +153% 

Tokyo +90% 

Rio de Janeiro +127% 

"Cities grow because of their efficiency  
in delivering a variety of services and  
their ability to fulfil a large number of  
functions for their inhabitants.  A critical  
stage is reached, however, when this urban  
dream becomes a nightmare for many city 
dwellers". 

Mexico City +97% 

 
 
Analyse this statement with reference to the data given in the table above.  In your answer, you 
should refer to the social and economic contrasts between different countries. 

                             (100 marks) 
 
 
  (d) (i) Among the factors which hinder development in the world's poorer countries are: 
 

* the physical environment  
        
* military spending     

    
   * rapid population growth 

 
* unfair trade 

    
   * foreign debt 
 

Examine with reference to examples how any three of these factors have hindered the 
economic development of developing countries.   
                  (75 marks) 
 

 
  (ii) Analyse briefly the relative merits of two types of aid for developing countries.   

                                          (25 marks) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 OVER→→ 
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4.           ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY:  Answer 4(a)  or 4(b)  or 4(c)  or 4(d) 
 

(a) Key Urban Trends  
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Economic development in Western economies is reflected in increasing levels of: 
 

  (i) urbanisation; 
  (ii) consumption; 

(iii) car ownership. 
    

Discuss this statement with reference to any two of the above.     
         (100 marks) 

 
 (b) (i) “The factors affecting the location of manufacturing industry have changed over time”. 

  Examine the validity of this statement, referring  to examples which you have studied. 
     (70 marks) 

 
  (ii) “Recycling should be central to economic planning - local, national and international - in 

the 21st century”. 
Outline two arguments in favour of recycling, referring to examples which you have 
studied. 

(30 marks) 
 

 (c) The following economic forces have a major influence on modern agriculture: 
 
 • Demand and supply in farm products; 
 • The role of public policy; 
 • Technology and rising costs; 
 • Labour force reduction; 
 • Enlargement of farms; 
 • Farm incomes; 
  
 Select three of the above factors and examine the influence of each on modern agriculture. 

       (100 marks) 
 
 (d) With reference to any exercise in geographical fieldwork which you have completed: 
  
  (i) Give the title and aims of the fieldwork.                                          (10 marks) 
  (ii) Explain how you prepared for the fieldwork. (20 marks) 
  (iii) Describe how you carried out the work in the field.                          (30 marks) 
  (iv) Explain how you presented your findings and outline your conclusions.  (30 marks) 
  (v) Describe one aspect of your findings which would merit further investigation. 

  (10 marks) 
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 SECTION C 
 
Answer Question 5  

 
 
 
5. REGIONAL GEOGRAPHY: Answer 5 (a) or 5(b) or 5 (c) or 5 (d). 
 
 
 (a) With reference to Ireland and to one other maritime country in Western Europe, compare and 

contrast the factors which have influenced the development of their fishing industries. 
  

           (100 marks) 
 

(b) Republic of Ireland, France, Germany, Sweden, Spain. 
Select one of the above countries and, with the aid of a sketch-map, suggest and justify its 
division into three or more geographical regions.                          

(100 marks) 
 
 
 (c) (i) Analyse the reasons for the successful development of the tourist industry in two  

contrasting countries in Western Europe.                                                         (40 marks) 
 
 

(ii) Examine the economic importance of the tourist industry in one of the countries which 
you identified in part (i) above. 
                                                                                                                          (30 marks) 
 

(iii) Briefly describe two ways in which mass tourism can have serious negative effects on a 
region.                                                                                                     (30 marks) 

  
 
 
 (d) Analyse the major factors which have influenced the development of either agriculture or 

manufacturing industry in a Scandinavian country of your choice. 
    (100 marks) 
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