
Page 1 of  5 
 

2010. M.1 

 

 

 
 
 

Coimisiún na Scrúduithe Stáit 
State Examinations Commission 

 

 

 

 

LEAVING CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION, 2010 
___________ 

 

ANCIENT GREEK — ORDINARY LEVEL 

(400 marks) 
___________ 

TIME: 3 Hours 
___________ 

  



Page 2 of  5 
 

1. Translate into English any two of the passages A, B, C, D. (All passages carry equal marks):-  [210] 
 

A. 
 

(The Greeks, to thank the gods for their escape to safety, make sacrifices and hold games. They choose 
Dracontius, a Spartan exile, to be in charge of the games and to select a suitable place where they can 

be held.) 
 
meta\ de\ tou=to pareskeua&zonto th\n qusi/an h4n hu1canto: h]lqon d' au0toi=j i9kanoi\ bo/ej a)poqu=sai 
tw~| Dii\ tw~| swth=ri kai\ tw~|  9Hraklei=. e0poi/hsan de\ kai\ a)gw~na gumniko\n e0n tw~| o!rei e1nqaper 
e0skh/noun. ei3lonto de\ dro/mou t' e0pimelhqh=nai kai\ tou= a)gw~noj Drako/ntion Spartia&thn, o4j 
e1fuge pai=j w@n oi1koqen, pai=da a!kwn katakanw_n cuh/lh| pata&caj. 
e0peidh\ de\ h( qusi/a e0ge/neto, e0ke/leuon to\n Drakonti/on h(gei=sqai o3pou to\n dro/mon pepoihkw_j ei1h.  
o( de/, dei/caj ou[per e9sthko/tej e0tu/gxanon, “ou[toj o( lo/foj,” e1fh, “ka&llistoj tre/xein o3pou a!n 
tij bou/lhtai.” 
“pw~j ou]n,” e1fasan, “dunh/sontai palai/ein e0n lo/fw| sklhrw~| kai\ dasei= ou3twj;” 
o( d' ei]pe: “ma~llo/n ti a)nia&setai o( katapesw&n.” 

XENOPHON (105) 
 

eu1xomai: I vow.     i9kano/j: sufficient.     a)gw&n: contest.    gumniko/j: athletic.    skhne/w: I encamp.     
dro/moj: racecourse.     e0pimele/omai (+ Genitive Case): I take charge of.      a!kwn: unintentionally.    
katakai/nw: I kill.     cuh/lh: dagger.     pata&ssw: I strike.     e9sthko/tej: standing.     lo/foj: hill.   
palai/w: I wrestle.    sklhro/j: hard.    dasu/j: rough.    a)nia&omai: I am hurt. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
B. 
 

(The Spartan Pausanias, victor over the Persians at Plataea, is at Byzantium. Receiving letters from the 
Persian king, he becomes conceited, adopts a Persian style of dress and dining, travels with foreign 

bodyguards, and becomes so disagreeable that the alliance of towns in the area switches its allegiance 
from Sparta to Athens.) 

 
o( de\ Pausani/aj labw_n tau=ta ta_ gra&mmata, w2n kai\ pro/teron e0n mega&lw| a)ciw&mati u(po\ tw~n 
9Ellh/nwn dia\ th\n Plataia~sin h(gemoni/an, pollw~| to/te ma~llon h]rto kai\ ou0ke/ti e0du/nato e0n tw~| 
kaqestw~ti tro/pw| bioteu/ein. skeua&j te Mhdika\j e0nduo/menoj e0k tou= Buzanti/ou e0ch~lqe kai\ Mh=doi 
kai\ Ai0gu/ptioi e0dorufo/roun au)to\n dia\ th=j Qra/|khj poreuo/menon: tra&peza&n te Persikh\n 
pareti/qeto kai\ ou0k e0du/nato kate/xein th\n dia&noian, a)ll' e1rgoij braxe/si proudh/lou a$ meizo/nwj 
e0j e1peita e1melle pra&cein. duspro/sodo/n te e9auto\n parei=xe kai\ th=| o)rgh=| ou3tw xaleph=| e0xrh=to e0j 
pa&ntaj w#ste mhde/na du/nasqai prosie/nai: di' o3per kai\ pro\j tou\j  0Aqhnai/ouj ou0x h3kista  
h(  cummaxi/a mete/sth. 

THUCYDIDES (105) 
 

a)ci/wma: honour.    Plataia~sin: at Plataea.    h]rto: ‘he exalted himself’.    kaqestw&j: normal.     
skeuh/: dress, attire.    Mhdiko/j: Median, Persian.    e0ndu/omai: I put on.     
dorufore/w: I attend as bodyguard.    Qra/|kh: Thrace.    kate/xw: I restrain.    dia&noia: intention.    
braxu/j: small.     prodhlo/w: I reveal.    meizo/nwj: more greatly, on a greater scale.     
e0j e1peita: in the future.    duspro/sodoj: difficult to approach.     o)rgh/: temper.     cummaxi/a: alliance. 



Page 3 of  5 
 

C. 
 

(Orestes agonises over whether he should kill his mother. His sister Electra urges him to do so, in order 
to avenge their father’s death.) 

 
ORESTHS ti/ dh=ta drw~men; mhte/r' h] foneu/somen; 
HLEKTRA mw~n s' oi]ktoj ei[le, mhtro\j w(j ei]dej de/maj; 
ORESTHS feu=: 
 pw~j ga\r kta&nw nin, h3 m' e1qreye ka!teken; 
HLEKTRA w#sper pate/ra so\n h3de ka)mo\n w!lesen. 
ORESTHS mhtrokto/noj nu=n feu/comai, to/q' a(gno\j w!n. 
HLEKTRA kai\ mh/ g' a)mu/nwn patri\ dussebh\j e1sh|. 
 ou0 mh\ kakisqei\j ei0j a)nandri/an pesh=|. 
ORESTHS e1seimi: deinou= d' a!rxomai problh/matoj 
 kai\ deina\ dra&sw. qeoi=si d’ ei0 dokei= ta&de, 
 e1stw: pikro\n d’, ou0x h(du/, ta)gw&nisma& moi. 

EURIPIDES (105) 
dra/w: I do, perform.        foneu/w: I murder.     mw~n: surely … not … ?     oi]ktoj: pity.      
de/maj: body, person.       ka!teken = kai\ e1teken.     to/te: formerly.     a(gno/j: pure, undefiled.   
a)mu/nw (+ Dative Case): I avenge.     dussebh/j: impious.    ou0 mh  (+ Subjunctive Mood): ‘do not … !’     
kaki/zomai: I play the coward.        a)nandri/a: unmanliness.     pro/blhma: task.     
pikro/j: bitter.         ta)gw&nisma = to\ a)gw&nisma:  the contest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D. 
 

(After killing Agamemnon, Aegisthus ruled for seven years over Mycenae. In the eighth year Orestes, 
Agamemnon’s son, came and avenged his father.  Menelaus then arrives.) 

 
e9pta&etej d' h!nasse poluxru/soio Mukh/nhj, 
ktei/naj  0Atrei/+dhn, de/dmhto de\ lao\j u(p' au0tw~|. 
tw~| de/ oi9 o)gdoa&tw| kako\n h!luqe di=oj  0Ore/sthj 
a2y a)p'  0Aqhna&wn, kata\ d' e1ktane patrofonh=a, 
Ai1gisqon dolo/mhtin, o3 oi9 pate/ra kluto\n e1kta. 
h] toi o( to\n ktei/naj dai/nu ta&fon  0Argei/oisin 
mhtro/j te stugerh=j kai\ a)na&lkidoj Ai0gi/sqoio: 
au0th=mar de/ oi9 h]lqe boh\n a)gaqo\j Mene/laoj 
polla\ kth/mat' a!gwn, o3sa oi9 ne/ej a!xqoj a!eiran. 

HOMER (105) 
 

e9pta&etej: for seven years.   a)na&ssw (+ Genitive Case): I rule over.     de/dmhto: ‘were subdued’.    
lao/j: the people. patrofoneu/j: his father’s killer.     dolo/mhtij: wily, crafty.     kluto/j: glorious.     
e1kta: Aorist Tense from ktei/nw.               dai/numi ta&fon: I give a funeral feast.     
 0Argei=oi: the Argives, the people of Argos.    stugero/j: hateful.     a!nalkij: cowardly.    
 au0th=mar: on the same day.    kth/mata: treasures.    a!xqoj: burden, cargo.    a)ei/rw: I bear. 
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2.                        [100] 
 
 
(i) Translate into English:-                              (60) 
 

a#te dh\ ou]n ou0 pa&nu ti sofo\j w!n, o(  0Epimhqeu\j e1laqen au(to\n katanalw&saj ta_j duna&meij 
ei0j ta_ a!loga: loipo\n dh\ a)ko/smhton e1ti au0tw~| h]n to\ a)nqrw&pwn ge/noj, kai\ h)po/rei o3 ti 
xrh/saito. a)porou=nti de\ au0tw~|, e1rxetai Promhqeu\j e0piskeyo/menoj th\n nomh/n, kai\ o(ra~| ta_ 
me\n a!lla zw~|a e0mmelw~j pa&ntwn e1xonta, to\n de\ a!nqrwpon gumno/n te kai\ a)nupo/dhton kai\ 
a!strwton kai\ a!oplon: h!dh de\ kai\ h( ei9marme/nh h(me/ra parh=n, e0n h{| e1dei kai\ a!nqrwpon 
e0cie/nai e0k gh=j ei0j fw~j. a)pori/a| ou]n sxo/menoj o( Promhqeu\j h3ntina swthri/an tw~| 
a)nqrw&pw| eu3roi, kle/ptei  9Hfai/stou kai\  0Aqhna~j th\n e1ntexnon sofi/an su\n puri/ — 
a)mh/xanon ga_r h]n a!neu puro\j au0th\n kthth&n tw| h2 xrhsi/mhn gene/sqai — kai\ ou3tw dh\ 
dwrei=tai a)nqrw&pw|. th\n me\n ou]n peri\ to\n bi/on sofi/an a!nqrwpoj tau/th| e1sxen, th\n de\ 
politikh\n ou0k ei]xen: h]n ga_r para_ tw~| Dii/. 

READING GREEK 
 
 
 
 
 

(ii) Answer any four of the following questions. (Each question carries ten marks):-             (40) 
 
(a) Mention two  characteristics Epimetheus gives to living creatures other than  

             humans. 

 (b) Write a short note on Athena. 

 (c) Write a brief note on the philosopher Socrates. 

 (d) Give the First Person, Singular Number, Present Tense of any two of these   
  verbs underlined above: 
    h)po/rei,          parh=n,          gene/sqai,          e1sxen. 

(e) What is the cause of the dispute between Aristarkhos and Theophemos?  
           Give a short account of the events to which it gave rise. 

 
 (f) Briefly outline the encounter between Odysseus and Nausikaa. 
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3. Answer three of the following questions. At least one question must be chosen from Section A 

and one from Section B. The third question may be chosen from either Section A or Section B. 
(Each question carries thirty marks):—            [90] 

 
A. 
 

(i) What were the causes of the Peloponnesian War? 

(ii) Choose any two of the following battles. Identify who fought in them, outline briefly 
 their course, and explain their importance:- 
 
   Aegospotami;          Mantinea;          Granicus;          Hydaspes. 

(iii) Give an account of the rise to dominance in Greece of Philip II of Macedon. 

(iv) In your opinion, which had the better system of government in the fifth century B.C., 
 Athens or Sparta? Give reasons for your choice. 

 
 

B. 
 

(i) Give an account of the life and work of Herodotus.  

(ii) Write briefly about Homer’s epics and identify some features that are typical of Homeric 
 poetry. 
 
(iii) Describe your favourite Ancient Greek building and explain why you like it.  

(iv) Write short notes on any two of the following:- 

Black Figure vases;     Kouros figures;      Pheidias;  
Aphrodite from Melos (Venus de Milo). 
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