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Note to teachers and students on the use of published marking schemes 
 

Marking schemes published by the State Examinations Commission are not intended to be 
standalone documents.  They are an essential resource for examiners who receive training in 
the correct interpretation and application of the scheme.  This training involves, among other 
things, marking samples of student work and discussing the marks awarded, so as to clarify 
the correct application of the scheme.  The work of examiners is subsequently monitored by 
Advising Examiners to ensure consistent and accurate application of the marking scheme.  
This process is overseen by the Chief Examiner, usually assisted by a Chief Advising 
Examiner.  The Chief Examiner is the final authority regarding whether or not the marking 
scheme has been correctly applied to any piece of candidate work. 

Marking schemes are working documents.  While a draft marking scheme is prepared in 
advance of the examination, the scheme is not finalised until examiners have applied it to 
candidates’ work and the feedback from all examiners has been collated and considered in 
light of the full range of responses of candidates, the overall level of difficulty of the 
examination and the need to maintain consistency in standards from year to year.  This 
published document contains the finalised scheme, as it was applied to all candidates’ work. 

In the case of marking schemes that include model solutions or answers, it should be noted 
that these are not intended to be exhaustive.  Variations and alternatives may also be 
acceptable.  Examiners must consider all answers on their merits, and will have consulted 
with their Advising Examiners when in doubt. 

Future Marking Schemes 

Assumptions about future marking schemes on the basis of past schemes should be avoided.  
While the underlying assessment principles remain the same, the details of the marking of a 
particular type of question may change in the context of the contribution of that question to 
the overall examination in a given year.  The Chief Examiner in any given year has the 
responsibility to determine how best to ensure the fair and accurate assessment of candidates’ 
work and to ensure consistency in the standard of the assessment from year to year.  
Accordingly, aspects of the structure, detail and application of the marking scheme for a 
particular examination are subject to change from one year to the next without notice. 

 



JUNIOR CERT ART CRAFT DESIGN HIGHER LEVEL MARKING SCHEME 
 
 
 
 

A   

MARKS 
 

TOTAL 
 

Painting or 
 

Preparation 
 

25  
Graphic Design Development 25  
 Realisation 40  
 Support Studies 10 100 

 
 
 

B 
 

3D Studies Preparation 25 
Development 25 
Realisation 40 
Support Studies 10 100 

 
 
 
 

C 
 

Option Preparation 25 
Development 25 
Realisation 40 
Support Studies 10 100 

 
 
 
 

Drawing  
 

Natural/ 
 

Observation 
 

25  
Man-made Interpretation 25 50 

 
 
 
 

Human forms Observation 25  
 Interpretation 25 50 

 
 
 
 
 

TOTAL 400 



BREAKDOWN OF MARKING SCHEME HIGHER LEVEL 
 

Project 
 
Preparation 

 
 
 

Investigation/Problem solving 

MARKS 
 

5 

TOTAL 

 Drawing 5  
 Plan of work 5  
 Use of media 5  
 Quality/range 5 25 
 

Development 
 

Visual Manipulation 
Evidence of 
Stimuli 

 

5 
 

5 

 

 Personal Creative Response 5  
 Evidence of ideas and their origin 5  
 Interpretation 5 25 
 

Realisation 
 

Evidence of skill 
 

10  
 Creativity 10  
 Collation of work 10  
 Final Presentation 10 40 
 

Support Studies 
 

Research/Relevance 
 

5  
 Personal Input 5 10 
 

Drawing 
 

Higher and Ordinary Level 
 

Natural/Man-made  

 

Observation 
 

Shape 
 

5  
 Form 5  
 Texture 5  
 Tone 5  
 Line 5 25 
 

Interpretation 
 

Personal 
 

5  
 Creative 5  
 Use of media 5  
 Skill 5  
 Presentation 5 25 

 

Human Forms 
 

Observation Shape 5 
Form 5 
Texture 5 
Tone 5 
Line 5 25 

 
Interpretation Personal 5 

Creative 5 
Use of media 5 
Skill 5 
Presentation 5 25 

 
Natural/man-made plus human forms TOTAL 100 


