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Coimisiún na Scrúduithe Stáit
State Examinations Commission

JUNIOR CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION, 2008

ANCIENT GREEK — HIGHER LEVEL
(400	marks)

THURSDAY, 19 JUNE — AFTERNOON 1.30 to 4.00

1.   [50]
 A.	 Translate	into	English:	 (40)				[50]

'Orfeu/j, Kallio/phj kai\ Oi0a&grou ui9o&j, a|!dwn e0kh&lei li/qouj te\ kai\ de/ndra w#ste e3pesqai 
au0tw~|. h( de\ gunh\ au0tou~, Eu0rudi/kh, dhxqei=sa u9p' o!fewj a)pe/qanen: o( d' 'Orfeu\j katelqw_n ei0j 
3A|dou Plou&twna e1peisen a)nape/myai au0th/n, a0ll' e0pi\ tou/tw|, o3ti ou0 xrh\ 'Orfe/a, pro_j to_ fw~j 
poreuo&menon, e0pistrafh=nai pri\n a2n ei0j th_n oi0ki/an ge/nhtai. 'Orfeu\j de\ dia_ po/qon th~j gunaiko\j 
e0pestra&fh, h( de\ pa/lin ei0j  3A|dou kathne/xqh.

Greek ThrouGh readinG

	 B.	 Answer	one	of	the	following	questions:	 (10)			[50]

	 	 i(i)	 	Orpheus	 went	 down	 to	 the	 Underworld	 to	 bring	 back	 Eurydice.	Tell	 the	 story	 of	 another	
hero	who	visited	the	Underworld.

	 	 (ii)	 Briefly	tell	what	you	know	about	another	singer/musician	on	your	course.

2.   [50]
 A.	 Translate	into	English:	 (40)					[50]

Ta\ 'Olu/mpia dia_ pemptou~ e1touj e0ge&neto e0n 'Olumpi/a| th~j  1Hlidoj: kei=tai de\ h9 po&lij 
h3de e0pi\ toi=j 'Alfeiou~ potamou~ o1xqoij. o( de\ xro&noj e0n w{ | e )gi/gneto ou{toj o( a)gw_n i9ero_j 
h]n, kai\ e0kexeiri&an h}gon oi9  3Ellhnej, w#ste mh\ polemei=n pro_j a)llh&louj. pe&nte d' h9me&raj 
h!qloun, tw~n d' a!qlwn ta\ lampro/tata h}n tau=ta: dro&moj, di/auloj (a)na\ kai\ kata\ to\ 
sta/dion), dolixo/j (e1ti makro/teroj tou~ diau/lou), pa/lh, pe/ntaqlon (a3lma, podw&keian, 
di/skon, a1konta, pa/lhn), e1ti de\ kai\ pugmh/, kai\ i 3ppoj ke/lhj (e0ni\ i 3ppw| kai\ i 9ppei= a}qlon), 
kai\ a#rma (dro/moj tetta/rwn i3ppwn meq' a3rmatoj). to\ d' e1paqlon, ste/fanoj koti/nou, 
tw|~ de\ nikh/santi me/ga h}n to\ kle/oj, w(j 'Olumpioni/kh|.

Greek ThrouGh readinG

	 B.	 Answer	one	of	the	following	questions:	 (10)					[50]

	 	 i(i)	 	Mention	one	similarity	and	one	difference	between	the	ancient	and	modern	Olympic	Games.

	 	 (ii)	 The	Olympic	Games	were	held	in	honour	of	Zeus.	Briefly	tell	what	you	know	about	this	god.
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3.	 Translate	into	English:	 [80]

(A description of Greece and why we still admire the Greeks today.)

h9  9Ella\j me/roj e0sti\ th~j Eu0rw&phj. oi0kou~si d' au0th\n oi9  3Ellhnej. tou\j d'  3Ellhnaj tou\j pa&lai 
e1ti kai\ nu~n timw~men, dio/ti e0filou~n th/n t' e0leuqeri/an kai\ th\n a0lh/qeian kai\ to\ kalo/n. kai\ u9pe\r 
th~j e0leuqeri/aj oi9  3Ellhnej, kai/per o0li/goi o1ntej, pro\j tou\j Pe/rsaj polemou~ntej polla/kij 
e0ni/khsan. kai\ zhtou~ntej to\ kalo\n e1grayan poih/mata kai\ dra/mata kai\ i9stori/aj kai\ e0poi/hsan 
kalou\j a0ndria&ntaj kai\ polla_ i9era&. th~j d'  9Ella&doj ou0de\n me/roj polu\ th~j qala&tthj a0pe/xei. 
metacu\ ga\r th~j Eu0rw&phj kai\ th~j  0Asi/aj pollai\ nh~soi/ ei0si, kai\ e0n th|= xw&ra| polloi\ lime/nej: oi9 
ou]n   3Ellhnej a)gaqoi\ nau=tai/ ei0sin.

me/roj:	part.				pa/lai:	long	ago,	of	old.				dio/ti:	because.				a0lh/qeia:	truth.				to\ kalo/n:	beauty.				
kai/per:	although.				poleme/w:	I	make	war.				a0ndria/j:	statue.				
a0pe/xw	(+	Genitive	Case):	I	am	distant	from.				metacu/	(+	Genitive	Case):	between.	

4.	 Read	the	following	passage	and	then	answer	any six	of	the	questions	which	follow:	 [80]

(A competition takes place between two gods.)

 h9 d' e1rij tou= Poseidw~noj pro\j th\n  0Aqhna~n peri\ th~j  0Atti/khj xw&raj w{de e0ge/neto. o9 de\  
Ke/kroy, e1xwn sw~ma a0ndro\j kai\ dra/kontoj, prw~toj th~j  0Attikh~j e0basi/leusen. to/te ou]n e1doce 
toi\j qeoi=j th\n  9Ella&da diane/mesqai. prw~toj ou]n o9 Poseidw~n h]lqen ei0j th\n  0Attikh&n, kai\  
plh/caj th\n gh=n th~| triai/nh| e0n me/sh| th~|  0Akropo/lei a0pe/fhne qa/lassan. e1sti dh\ e1ti kai\ nu~n 
sxh~ma th~j triai/nhj e0n th~| pe/tra|. meta\ de\ tou~to e0lqou=sa h9 'Aqhna~ e0fu/teusen e0lai/an, h4n e1ti kai\ 
nu~n e1cestin i0dei=n. ou3twj ou]n e1rij e0ge/neto a0mfoi=n peri\ th~j xw&raj. o9 de\ Zeu/j, e0qe/lwn th\n e1rin  
dialu/ein, tou\j 'Aqhnai/ouj dikasta\j e0poi/hsen. ou[toi ou]n th\n xw&ran th~|  0Aqhna~| e1neiman, o3ti 
prw&th th\n e0lai/an e0fu/teusen. h9 ou]n  0Aqhna~ a0f' e9auth~j th\n po/lin e0ka/lesen 'Aqh/naj.

e1rij:	quarrel,	competition.					sw~ma:	body.					dra/kwn:	snake.
diane/mesqai:	to	divide	between	themselves.					plh/ssw:	I	strike.					triai/na:	trident.
a0pe/fhne:	Aorist	Tense	of	a0pofai/nw,	‘I	cause	to	appear’.					qa/lassa:	sea	water.
sxh~ma:	form,	shape.					futeu/w:	I	plant,	cause	to	grow.					e0lai/a:	olive-tree.
dialu/w:	I	resolve,	end.					dikasth/j:	judge,	juryman.					ne/mw:	I	grant,	allot.					o3ti:	because.

	 	 (a)	 What	were	the	two	gods	competing	about?

	 	 (b)	 Who	was	Cecrops?	Describe	his	appearance.

	 	 (c)	 What	did	Poseidon	do	when	he	came?	What	was	the	result	of	his	action?

	 	 (d)	 What	are	we	told	about	the	olive-tree	that	Athena	caused	to	grow?

	 	 (e)	 How	did	Zeus	resolve	the	matter?

	 	 (f)		 Give	the	First	Person,	Singular	Number,	Present	Tense	of	two	of	the	following	verbs:

e0ge/neto,     e1xwn,     e0poi/hsen.

	 	 (g)		 Give	the	Genitive	Case,	Singular	Number	of	two	of	the	following	nouns:

pe/tra,       qeo/j,       po/lij    o

	 	 (h)	 	The	word	 theology	 is	derived	 from	 two	Greek	words.	What	are	 they,	and	what	does	each	
Greek	word	mean?



5.	 Translate	into	Greek:	 [80]

	 (a)	 The	Greeks	loved	the	truth	and	they	honoured	the	gods.	 (16)

	 (b)	 The	boy	strikes	the	wolf	with	a	big	stone.	 (16)

	 (c)	 	When	the	father	came	home,	he	gave	a	gift	to	his	daughter.	 (16)

	 (d)	 	The	woman	said	that	the	slaves	were	in	the	fields	for	a	long	time.	 (16)

	 (e)	 	It	is	necessary	for	the	Greeks	to	fight	well	and	to	save	the	land.	 (16)

	 truth:	a)lh/qeia.					I	strike:	tu/ptw.

6.	 Answer	one	of	the	following:	 [30]

	 (a)	 	Give	a	brief	account	of	 the	battle	of	Plataea.	Remember	 to	 include	 in	your	answer	 the	date,	 the	
participants,	the	leaders,	the	course	of	the	battle,	and	the	result.

	 (b)	 	Write	about	the	career	of	Themistocles.

7.	 Answer	one	of	the	following:	 [30]

	 (a)	 Name	the	heroes	associated	with	the	following:

	 	 	 ii(i)	 	The	Cyclops

	 	 	 i(ii)	 	The	Sphinx

	 	 	 (iii)	 	The	Calydonian	Boar

	 	 Write	a	short	paragraph	about	any one	of	the	heroes	you	have	named.

	 (b)	 Write	about	the	life	of	women	in	ancient	Greece.
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