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General Overview
Section A (Questions 1-9)

Questions 1-8 were fairly straightforward questions testing the candidates’ ability
to read and retrieve relevant information from the texts. The majority of the
candidates were able to identify the correct response in the multiple choice
questions (Q 1-3 and 5-7). Where candidates were unable to identify the correct
response it was because they had either not read the question carefully enough
or had not understood the question. Most candidates successfully identified one
point for Q4 - that the telescope is ‘so sensitive it could detect the signal from
your mobile phone if you were standing on the surface of Mars’ but not many
picked out the second point - ‘giant’, instead concentrating on the persuasive
aspects of the text instead. Centres need to ensure that candidates have a clear
understanding of what the questions are asking.

Question 9 was a more challenging question and could only be accessed by the
more able candidates (Level 7 & 8). A lot of candidates understood the texts and
how the texts tried to interest the readers. However, many could not
demonstrate their understanding using Point, Evidence and Explanation. This
was a shame as many identified that rhetorical questions and descriptive
language were used but failed to provide an example and sufficient explanation.
Candidates need to understand that simply identifying a technique is not a
successful response and they must support their comments.

Section B (Questions 10-15)

Questions 10-12 were fairly straightforward although there was some confusion
with the word ‘overwhelmed’ with candidates identifying her feeling as ‘terrified’
or ‘confused’ in Question 11. Question 12 - most candidates correctly numbered
1, 2 and 3, but some misplaced 4 and 5. Question 13 was accessible to many
candidates who correctly identified relevant words or phrases. Question 14 was
more challenging with many candidates simply quoting from the passage without
any introductory comment. Candidates needed to include some recognition of
the writer in their response, for example, ‘the writer says that...”. Question 15
was more accessible than Question 9 because the mark scheme began from level
5. Most were able to identify that Ellie was feeling excited and referred to the
quotation 'found her heart racing'. 'Overwhelmed' was a word used by many
candidates who showed their understanding of Ellie and her feelings. However,
the use of quotations was still an obstacle for many candidates. Some
candidates had problems clearly identifying both her feelings and how they were
built up. Centres need to encourage candidates to read a wide range of texts
and develop their vocabulary so that they can confidently respond to a variety of
texts.



Section C (Questions 16 and 17)

These questions are writing tasks and candidates are assessed on their skills in
writing appropriately and accurately in a range of forms and with an awareness
of audience and purpose.

Question 16 - most candidates understood the task. There was evidence of
candidates having prepared and practised similar responses. (Stamp collecting,
reading and coin collecting seemed very popular). These candidates sometimes
performed well and showed good awareness of audience and purpose.
Sometimes, however, sentence structure and vocabulary lacked variation and
some responses were formulaic and repetitive. The format of a magazine article
wasn’t always adhered to. Centres need to ensure candidates have a secure
understanding of how to demonstrate a sense of audience and purpose in their
writing.

Question 17 - there were some good responses using some varied vocabulary
although some candidates over-used words such as ‘amazing’ and ‘breathtaking’.
There were many good descriptions of tourist attractions and local landscape
features. Weaker candidates lost focus on the task ‘describing a place’ and
chose events, people or sights. Centres must ensure candidates understand that
they cannot adapt the title to suit what they want to write about, but must
attempt to write to the task set.

There was evidence in both these questions that candidates were producing
prepared responses (with varying degrees of success). Centres should
encourage candidates to have a genuine personal response to the task set -
prepared essays are not to be encouraged.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar — many candidates demonstrated accuracy
across their chosen range of spelling and punctuation; however, in some
responses, the range of sentence structures was not varied sufficiently.
Language controls were not always secure and some candidates had problems
with grammar, sentence structure and idiomatic English. Paragraphing was also
an issue with many candidates omitting to use paragraphs, despite the three
bullet points offering a rudimentary structure for their response.
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