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18 January 2013   
Level 6 
PRACTICE OF FAMILY LAW 
Subject Code L6-20 

 
 
 
 

 
THE CHARTERED INSTITUTE OF LEGAL EXECUTIVES 

 
UNIT 20 – THE PRACTICE OF FAMILY LAW* 

 
 
 
Time allowed: 3 hours plus 15 minutes reading time 
 
Instructions to Candidates 
 
� You have been provided with a clean copy of the case study materials for you to use 

in this examination. 
 
� You have FIFTEEN minutes to read through this question paper and the case study 

materials before the start of the examination. 
 
� It is strongly recommended that you use the reading time to read the 

question paper fully. However, you may make notes on the paper or in your 
answer booklet during this time if you wish. 

 
� All questions are compulsory. You must answer ALL the questions. 
 
� Write in full sentences – a yes or no answer will earn no marks. 
 
� Candidates may use in the examination their own unmarked copy of the 

designated statute book: Blackstone’s Statutes on Family Law 2012-2013, 
21st edition, M Oldham, Oxford University Press, 2012. 

 
� Candidates must comply with the CILEx Examination Regulations. 
 
� Full reasoning must be shown in answers. Statutory authorities, decided cases and 

examples should be used where appropriate. 
 
 
Information for Candidates 
 
� The mark allocation for each question and part question is given and you are advised 

to take this into account in planning your work. 
 
� Write in blue or black ink or ball point pen. 
 
� Attention should be paid to clear, neat handwriting and tidy alterations. 
 
� Complete all rough work in your answer booklet. Cross through any work you do not 

want marked. 
 
 
 

Do not turn over this page until instructed by the Invigilator. 
 
 
* This unit is a component of the following CILEx qualifications: LEVEL 6 CERTIFICATE IN LAW, LEVEL 6 

PROFESSIONAL HIGHER DIPLOMA IN LAW AND PRACTICE and the LEVEL 6 DIPLOMA IN LEGAL 
PRACTICE 
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Question 1 
 
 
Reference: Question relates to Document 2 of the case study materials. 
 
As confirmed in Amelia’s memorandum, Paula Fletcher has an appointment to 
see you later today.  
 
(a) Using the attached blank form (Document A), draft Form FL401.   
 
Important:  Write your candidate number clearly on Document A and   

attach it securely to your answer booklet. 
  (14 marks) 

 
 
(b) In your answer booklet explain which sections of the Family Law Act 1996 
        enabled you to apply for the order or orders you have requested in the        
 Form FL401.                                                                                                                  

(5 marks) 
 
(c)   Assume that you are successful in obtaining the order or orders sought.  
       Advise Paula about the steps that the court would take to enforce any  
       provision of the order if Neil breached it.  
 
       What penalties could be imposed for any such breach?  
                                                                                                        (7 marks) 
 

(Total: 26 marks) 
 

 
Question 2 
 
 
Reference: Question relates to Documents 3 and 4 of the case study                   

materials. 
 
Zainab Uddin attends an appointment with you. She has received a copy of 
Lowton LLP’s letter setting out Yusuf’s offer to settle. 
 
(a)   Explain to Zainab the effect of the Notice of Severance mentioned in 

Document 4. What further action should Yusuf’s lawyers take to formalise 
the changes effected by the Notice? Do Zainab and Yusuf need to do 
anything to protect their position as a result of this Notice?  

 (5 marks) 
 
 
(b)  Applying the factors which the court will consider, advise Zainab as to the 
  terms of her husband’s offer. What counter-offer would you advise that  
  she makes? 

(20 marks) 
 

(Total: 25 marks) 
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Question 3 
 
 
Reference: Question relates to Document 5 of the case study materials. 
 
It is now one week later. Gareth Vaughan attends at the office and hands you his  
marriage certificate (Document B). He confirms that he wishes to proceed with  
a divorce and asks you to prepare the paperwork that he will need.  
 
 
(a) Using the attached form D8 (Document C) draft the divorce petition for Mr  
        Vaughan using the fact you believe is the most appropriate for his case. 
 
Important:  Write your candidate number clearly on Document C and   

attach it securely to your answer booklet. 
 (15 marks) 

 
 

(b)   Explain to Mr Vaughan which additional paperwork you will need to         
 send to the court to start his divorce proceedings and the function of this        
 paperwork. 

(5 marks) 
 

(Total:  20 marks) 
 
 
Question 4 
 
Gareth Vaughan’s parents have made an urgent appointment to see you later 
that day in connection with the children.   
 
You then receive an e-mail from them (Document D). You satisfy yourself that 
there is no conflict of interest on this particular issue as Gareth Vaughan 
supports his parents’ wish to take the children on holiday. 
 
(a) Explain to Thomas and Katherine Vaughan the requirement they must fulfil 

before court proceedings can be issued and outline the other out of court 
options to them.   

                                                                                                       (5 marks) 
 
(b)    Assume that all of these options prove unsuccessful in resolving the 

matter. What initial application to the court must you now make on behalf 
of Thomas and Katherine? Applying the factors that the court will take into 
account, is it likely to succeed? 

(10 marks) 
 

(c)  If Thomas and Katherine’s initial application succeeds, explain which 
 section 8 order they can apply for in relation to their wish to take the  
 children on holiday and advise them on the factors which the court will 
 take into account when considering their application. 

 (14 marks) 
 

(Total: 29 marks) 
 
 

© 2013 The Chartered Institute of Legal Executives
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Candidate Number………………… 
 
 

DOCUMENT A – Form FL401 to be used with Question 1(a & b) 
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DOCUMENT C – Form D8 to be used with Question 3 
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DOCUMENT D 

(To be used with Question 4) 
 

(Email from Thomas Vaughan) 
  
                                                                                   
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I have made an appointment to see you as my wife Katherine and I would like 
some urgent advice concerning our grandchildren Barney and Daisy Vaughan. 
I’m aware that you are, of course, already acting for my son Gareth in 
connection with his divorce from his wife (and the children’s mother), Eleanor.  
 
My wife and I have always had a close relationship with Barney and Daisy, we 
live in the same area as my son so have always been on hand to help out with 
babysitting and to see the children. We have had the children to stay at our own 
home since they were both very young and we have also taken them away to our 
caravan for the occasional weekend break. 
 
As a treat we have booked a trip to take Barney and Daisy to Disneyland Paris in 
the children’s half-term holiday in February 2013. We would be away for a long 
weekend (Saturday to Monday). We made the booking on a bit of an impulse as 
we saw a great deal on the internet. We never dreamt that there would be any 
issues with taking the children away, but to our horror when we discussed the 
trip with Eleanor she refused to agree to it and said that she was not happy with 
us taking the children abroad. 
 
We have tried to discuss it with her but we can’t seem to make any progress and 
she is refusing to let us have the children’s passports. It will be the first time that 
we have taken the children abroad, but it is only a short trip and as I have 
mentioned we have had the children to stay with us on numerous occasions 
before and there have never been any problems with the children becoming 
upset. As you may know, we looked after Barney and Daisy when Gareth and 
Eleanor went to Rome two years ago and they were fine. 
 
We suspect this is all due to the sad breakdown of Gareth and Eleanor’s 
relationship and we understand that it is a difficult time for both our son and 
daughter-in-law, but we don’t want our grandchildren to suffer as a result of this. 
We told them about the trip as soon as we booked it and they are both hugely 
excited about it and Daisy is already counting down the number of “sleeps” 
before we go! We have also checked the terms of the booking and if we cancel 
then we don’t get any refund whatsoever so would lose all of the money we have 
paid for the booking. 
 
We do hope that you can help us to find a solution and if necessary we are 
willing to refer this matter to the court. 
 
Regards, 
 

Thomas Vaughan   
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