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General Marking Guidance  
 
 

• All candidates must receive the same treatment.  
Examiners must mark the first candidate in exactly the 
same way as they mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates 
must be rewarded for what they have shown they can do 
rather than penalised for omissions.  

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 
according to their perception of where the grade 
boundaries may lie.  

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 
scheme should be used appropriately.  

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 
awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if 
deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark scheme.  
Examiners should also be prepared to award zero marks if 
the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit according 
to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will 
provide the principles by which marks will be awarded and 
exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of 
the mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team 
leader must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate 
has replaced it with an alternative response. 

 



Assessment criteria 
 
Assesment criteria reflects the standards expected for IGCSEs. It will therefore not 
be necessary for candidates to perform ‘perfectly’ in order to attract the highest 
marks available in each assessment criteria grid. References to ‘standard’ should be 
interpreted in this context.  
 
Major errors 
 
These may include, for example, the consistent mismatching of subject and verb 
forms, use of inappropriate tenses and/or incorrect vocabulary.  
 
Minor errors 
 
These may include, for example, the occasional omission of accents, incorrect 
gender, article, slight spelling errors.  
 
Awarding marks 
 
Marks are awarded positively using the following assessment criteria grids. The 
mark awarded reflects the extent to which the task as a whole has been 
successfully communicated and completed. To determine if a candidate should fain 
the upper or lower number of marks in the box, it is important to refer to the boxes 
and above and below. If the candidate’s peformance borders more on the 
performance of the box below than the box above, then the lower mark is allocated. 
On certain occasions, a candidate’s performance may require a ‘best fit’ mark. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1                
 (15) 

 
Question 
Number 

 Mark 

1(a) காலநிைல நன்றாக இ�ந்தால், நான் 

ேநரத்�க்� வந்�வ��ேவன். 

(2) 

 
Question 
Number 

 Mark 

1(b) இந்தியாதான்  தங்கம் அதிக அளவ�ல் 

இறக்�மதி ெசய்�ம் ஒேர நா�. 

(2) 

 
Question 
Number 

 Mark 

1(c) என் சேகாத� என் சேகாதரைன வ�ட 

ஐந்� அங்�லம் உயரமானவள். 
 

(2) 

 
Question 
Number 

 Mark 

1(d) இ�தான் நான் பார்த்த  அைனத்� 

படங்கள��ம் மிகச் சிறந்த�.  
 

(2) 

 
Question 
Number 

 Mark 

1(e) ரய�ல் ப�ரயாண�த்த ேவகத்தினால் வ�பத்� 

ஏற்பட்ட�. 
 

(2) 

 

 



 
 

 



Question 2 – Translation into Tamil 
 
Marks are awarded for transmission and quality of language, using the 
following assessment criteria grids.  
 

Transmission Mark 
No language worthy of credit. 0 
Only the very basic points are transmitted successfully with some very 
straightforward sections totally misunderstood. The style is often 
incomprehensible. Communication is frequently impaired.  

 
1-3 

Only the more straightforward and concrete points are transmitted 
successfully. Very little or no awareness of nuance and/or idiom. Several 
sections totally misunderstood. The style is incoherent with communication 
impaired at times.  

 
4-6 
 

The main points, usually narrative and concrete, are conveyed successfully 
for the most part, although problems are encountered with more complex 
language. Inference, nuance and idiom transmitted successfully on 
occasions. Some passages misunderstood and attempts at rephrasing only 
partially successful. The style is not always coherent.  

 
7-9 

A generally very competent rendering of the original text with grasp of most 
detail, nuance and idiom. Some passages, usually more complex, 
misinterpreted. Some successful attempts at rephrasing. The style is 
generally pleasing.  

10-12 

Excellent transmission skills with clear grasp of detail. Excellent transfer of 
inference, nuance and idiom. Pleasant to read. 13-15 

 
Quality of language Mark 
No language worthy of credit. 0 
A very high incidence of basic error in all aspects of grammar, syntax and 
morphology. Basic lexis and structures appropriate to the task are unknown. 
No awareness of tense concept/time sequence. Large sections totally 
misunderstood. Communication impaired. Very little worthy of credit. 

 
1-2 

Some inaccuracies in basic grammar, although narrative sections, usually 
short and straightforward, are in general correct. Lexis and structures 
appropriate to the task restricted with some often quite basic items 
unknown. At times some fairly basic problems with tense concept/time 
sequence. Use of given adjectives and/or adverbial phrases occasionally 
evident, though these are likely to be only partially successful. Often quite 
difficult to follow.  

 
3-4 
 

Largely accurate when using simple, short phrases: incidence of error 
increases in more complex language. Lexis and structures appropriate to the 
task tend to be adequate, with several items unknown. Some use of given 
adjectives and/or adverbial phrases with some degree of success. About half 
of what is written should be free of major errors. Not always easy to read. 

 
5-6 

A high level of accuracy overall, however with occasional basic errors, 
usually in more complex language. Uses a wide range of lexis and structures 
appropriate to the task with occasional lapses. Grasp of tense concept/time 
sequence generally secure, although occasional lapses are evident. Pleasant 
to read for the most part. 

7-8 

A very high level of accuracy with only minor errors. Confident use of a wide 9-10 

 



range of lexis and structures appropriate to the task. Excellent grasp of 
tense concept/time sequence. Very pleasant to read overall, although not 
necessarily faultless.  

 
 
 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

2  

இந்த காலக்கட்டத்தில் �க்கிய நகரங்கள�ல் மற்�ம் 

ெவள�நாட்� இடங்க�க்� பயண�ப்ப� மிக �லபமாக�ம் . 
ெசௗக�யமாக�ம் உள்ள�. வ�ஞ்ஞான வளர்ச்சிய�ன் காரணமாக 

ஒ� இடத்தில் இ�ந்� மற்ெறா� இடத்திற்� ெசல்வ� அ� 

அ�கில் இ�ந்தா�ம் அல்ல� இந்த உலகத்தின் ஒ� 

�ைனய�ல் இ�ந்� மற்ெறா� �ைனக்� ெசல்வதாக 

இ�ந்தா�ம் அ� தைர , கடல் அல்ல� ஆகாய வழிய��ம் 

ெசய்� நம� ேவைல அல்ல� �ற்�லா ஆைசகைள 

நிைறேவற்றிக் ெகாள்ளலாம் . இவ்வளர்ச்சிகள் நம� நவ �ன 

வாழ்வ�ல் ேதைவயானதாக  மாறிவ�ட்ட� . 
பல நா�கள�ல் இப்ேபா� மின்சார ரய�ல்கள் மற்�ம் அதிேவ க 

ரய�ல்கள் ெசயல்பட்� வ�கின்றன . ேமாட்டார் வாகனங்கள் 

இப்ேபா� மிக ேவகமாக ெசல்லக்��யதாக�ம் , 
ெசௗக�யமாக�ம் நம்ப�க்ைக உள்ளதாக�ம் இ�க்கின்ற� . 

பல்ேவ� நகரங்கள�ல் பயண�கள் ெசாந்தமாக ேமாட்டார் 

வாகனங்கள் ைவத்தி�ந்தா�ம் ெப�ம்பாலான பயண�கள், 
ேப�ந்ைதேய பயணத்�க்கான �க்கிய வாகனமாக பயன்ப�த்தி 

வ�கின்றனர். �ரங்க பாைத ரய�ல்கள் மிக க் ��தலான 

மக்கைள �க்கிய நகரங்கள�ைடேய ேபாக்�வரத்� ெந�சல்கள் 

ஏ�ம் ஏற்ப�த்தாமல் ��த மற்�ம் ��கிய ேநரத்தில் ெகாண்� 

ெசல்கிற�. ஆனால் இதன் கட்டணம் மற்�ம் இதில் ஏற்ப�ம் 

ெந�சல் ேபான்றைவ சிந்திக்கப்பட ேவண்�ய ஒ� �க்கியமான 

வ�ஷயங்களாகேவ ெதன்ப�கின்ற� . 
ெவள��ர் பயணத்திற்� மற்�ம் வ���ைற நாட்கைள 

அ�கக்��ய மக்க�க்� அவர� ப��த்தமான இடங்க�க்� 

ெசன்ற ப�ற� அங்கி�ந்� பயணம் ெசய்ய ஏராளமான 

ேபாக்�வரத்� சாதனங்கள் உள்ளன . ெப�ம்பாலான நா �கள�ல் 

மிதிவண்�(ைசகிள்), இ�சக்கர வாகனங்கள் (ஸ்�ட்டர்) �ைறந்த 

கட்டணத்திற்� வாடைகக்� கிைடக்கின்றன . இ� அந்த ஊைர 

�ற்றிப் பார்ப்பதற்� உத�கின்ற� . ெப�ம்பாலான ேபாக்�வரத்� 

கழகங்கள் பயண தகவல்கள் , கால அட்டவைணகள் , மற்�ம் 

சாைல வைரபடங்கள் த�வதினால் பயணம் ெசய்ேவார்க�க்� 

மிக�ம் உதவ�யாக உள்ள�.  
பயணம் ெசய்�ம் நபர்க�க்� இத்தைகய நல்ல உபேயாகமான 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

(25) 

 



கா�யங்கள் இ�ந்தா�ம் உலகம் ��வ�ம் ப ல �க்கிய 

நகரங்கள�ல் உள்ள ேபாக்�வரத்� ெந�சலினால் ஏற்ப�ம் காற்� 

மற்�ம் சத்தம் இவற்றின் மா�பா� ஒ� �க்கிய 

ப�ரச்சைனயாகேவ உள்ள�. 

 
 
Question 3– Translation into English  
 
Marks are awarded for transmission and quality of language, using the 
following assessment criteria grids.  
 

Transmission Mark 
No language worthy of credit. 0 
Only the very basic points are transmitted successfully with some very 
straightforward sections totally misunderstood. The style is often 
incomprehensible. Communication is frequently impaired.  

 
1-3 

Only the more straightforward and concrete points are transmitted 
successfully. Very little or no awareness of nuance and/or idiom. Several 
sections totally misunderstood. The style is incoherent with communication 
impaired at times.  

 
4-6 
 

The main points, usually narrative and concrete, are conveyed successfully 
for the most part, although problems are encountered with more complex 
language. Inference, nuance and idiom transmitted successfully on 
occasions. Some passages misunderstood and attempts at rephrasing only 
partially successful. The style is not always coherent.  

 
7-9 

A generally very competent rendering of the original text with grasp of most 
detail, nuance and idiom. Some passages, usually more complex, 
misinterpreted. Some successful attempts at rephrasing. The style is 
generally pleasing.  

10-12 

Excellent transmission skills with clear grasp of detail. Excellent transfer of 
inference, nuance and idiom. Pleasant to read. 13-15 

 
 

Quality of language Mark 
No language worthy of credit. 0 
A very high incidence of basic error in all aspects of grammar, syntax and 
morphology. Basic lexis and structures appropriate to the task are unknown. 
No awareness of tense concept/time sequence. Large sections totally 
misunderstood. Communication impaired. Very little worthy of credit. 

 
1-2 

Some inaccuracies in basic grammar, although narrative sections, usually 
short and straightforward, are in general correct. Lexis and structures 
appropriate to the task restricted with some often quite basic items 
unknown. At times some fairly basic problems with tense concept/time 
sequence. Use of given adjectives and/or adverbial phrases occasionally 
evident, though these are likely to be only partially successful. Often quite 
difficult to follow.  

 
3-4 
 

Largely accurate when using simple, short phrases: incidence of error 
increases in more complex language. Lexis and structures appropriate to the 
task tend to be adequate, with several items unknown. Some use of given 

 
5-6 

 



adjectives and/or adverbial phrases with some degree of success. About half 
of what is written should be free of major errors. Not always easy to read. 
A high level of accuracy overall, however with occasional basic errors, 
usually in more complex language. Uses a wide range of lexis and structures 
appropriate to the task with occasional lapses. Grasp of tense concept/time 
sequence generally secure, although occasional lapses are evident. Pleasant 
to read for the most part. 

7-8 

A very high level of accuracy with only minor errors. Confident use of a wide 
range of lexis and structures appropriate to the task. Excellent grasp of 
tense concept/time sequence. Very pleasant to read overall, although not 
necessarily faultless.  

9-10 

 
 
 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

3 Water is very important for food production, 
which is one of the most important 
necessities in our lives. Because of this, we 
always depend on water.  
 
The sea water vaporises with the help of the 
sun and changes into dark clouds, which 
then shed water to the earth in the form of 
rain. This rain water then stays in different 
locations and it serves human needs. This 
process is called the Water cycle.  
 
People have learnt to produce electricity 
using water. They have also learnt to 
operate engines using steam. Our needs 
have increased considerably in the last fifty 
years that has resulted in the search for 
atomic energy for which the main source is 
water. 
 
As long as human beings lived with nature 
and used water sensibly they had no major 
problems.  But due to civilisation and 
nations’ rapid growth and the huge increase 
of water used, human being began to work 
against nature. 
 
Inevitably, water is extremely valuable to 
all of us and we need to use it sensibly 
otherwise future generations will suffer from 
our carelessness. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 (25) 

 

 



Question 4 – Writing (35 marks) 
 
Marks are awarded for communication and content and quality of 
language, using the following assessment grid.  
 
 
Communication and content Mark 
No language worthy of credit. 0 
Task generally misunderstood with little relevant information conveyed. 
Much ambiguity, confusion and omission. Level of response minimal with 
only a few relevant phrases. Communication largely impaired. Time 
sequences rarely correct. Largely incomprehensible with the exception of 
isolated items. Very difficult to read.  

 
1-4 

Main points of the task understood but some points totally misunderstood. 
Some major omissions with a degree of irrelevance and/or repetition. Level 
of response fairly limited with little opinion and justification appropriate to 
the task. Functions predominantly in simple, concrete sentences for the 
most part. Some evidence of correct time sequences but mostly 
inconsistent and insecure. Just about comprehensible overall with, 
however, a marked degree of ambiguity. Not easy to read. 

 
 5-8 

 

Majority of task completed, however, with some significant omissions. 
There may be some irrelevance. Goes beyond a minimal response with 
some expansion of ideas and straightforward opinion relevant to the task. 
Time sequences show a degree of ambiguity at times. Comprehensible 
overall with some attempt to link the piece into a coherent whole. 
Ambiguous in places especially in more ambitious language. Tends to be 
somewhat predictable.  

 
9-12 

Responds to nearly all of the task although there may be some omissions. 
Some relevant expansion at times. Provides evidence of description, 
narration and opinion as appropriate to the task. Time sequences generally 
sound with occasional lapses. A generally well structured piece of writing. A 
sound attempt overall to link the piece into a coherent whole with, 
however, some lapses. May be a little pedestrian and predictable or 
somewhat over-ambitious at times.  

13-16 

Responds fully and appropriately to the stimulus with excellent and 
relevant expansion. Gives detailed descriptions, expresses and justifies 
opinions as appropriate to the task. The time sequence is clear and 
unambiguous. A coherent piece of writing which is pleasant to read.  

17-20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Quality of language Mark 
No language worthy of credit. 0 
A high level of inaccuracy with very frequent and basic errors in grammar, 
syntax and morphology. There may be the occasional correct phrase. No 
awareness of tense concept/time reference. Vocabulary very basic with 
little of no evidence of correct use of basic structures. Communication is 
severely impaired overall. Extremely difficult to read. 

 
1-3 

Accuracy is inconsistent with frequent basic errors in grammar, syntax and 
morphology. Simple, short sentences are sometimes correct, but very little 
beyond. Range of vocabulary and structure very limited. Use of tense 
concept/time reference limited and often inappropriate. Limited success in 
attempts at enhancement of fact with adjectives and/or adverbial phrases. 
Not easy to read.  

 
 4-6 

 

Fairly accurate in simple language, however tends to be inconsistent in 
application of grammar, syntax and morphology when attempting more 
complex language. Range of vocabulary, idiom and structure standard and 
somewhat predictable. Some inconsistency in use of tense concept/time 
reference. Some attempts at subordination and sentence linking which are 
only partially successful. Attempts enhancement of fact with adjectives 
and/or adverbial phrases with moderate success. About half of what is 
written should be free of major errors. Despite inaccuracies, the basic 
message is conveyed.  

 
7-9 

Generally accurate and secure in grammar, syntax and morphology with 
some lapses. Accuracy less secure when more complex language is 
attempted. Uses a good range of vocabulary, idiom and structure, which 
are for the most part appropriate to the task. Attempts at more ambitious 
structures not always successful. Generally a secure grasp of tense 
concept/time reference. Manipulates language to suit the task at hand, 
however with some errors. A wide range of vocabulary, idiom and structure 
may compensate for a lower level of accuracy. Generally easy to read 
despite the errors.  

10-12 

Predominantly accurate: free of all but minor errors in grammar, syntax 
and morphology. Uses a wide range of vocabulary, idiom and structure 
appropriate to the task with very little or no repetition. Excellent use of 
tense concept/time reference. Excellent examples of subordination and 
appropriate use of more complex structures. Clear ability to manipulate 
language with a high degree of accuracy to suit the purpose. Very pleasant 
to read, though not necessarily faultless.  

13-15 
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