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General Marking Guidance  
 
 

• All candidates must receive the same treatment.  
Examiners must mark the first candidate in exactly the 
same way as they mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates 
must be rewarded for what they have shown they can do 
rather than penalised for omissions.  

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 
according to their perception of where the grade 
boundaries may lie.  

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 
scheme should be used appropriately.  

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 
awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if 
deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark scheme.  
Examiners should also be prepared to award zero marks if 
the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit according 
to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will 
provide the principles by which marks will be awarded and 
exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of 
the mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team 
leader must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate 
has replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Assessment criteria 
 
Assesment criteria reflects the standards expected for IGCSEs. It will therefore not 
be necessary for candidates to perform ‘perfectly’ in order to attract the highest 
marks available in each assessment criteria grid. References to ‘standard’ should be 
interpreted in this context.  
 
Major errors 
 
These may include, for example, the consistent mismatching of subject and verb 
forms, use of inappropriate tenses and/or incorrect vocabulary.  
 
Minor errors 
 
These may include, for example, the occasional omission of accents, incorrect 
gender, article, slight spelling errors.  
 
Awarding marks 
 
Marks are awarded positively using the following assessment criteria grids. The 
mark awarded reflects the extent to which the task as a whole has been 
successfully communicated and completed. To determine if a candidate should fain 
the upper or lower number of marks in the box, it is important to refer to the boxes 
and above and below. If the candidate’s peformance borders more on the 
performance of the box below than the box above, then the lower mark is allocated. 
On certain occasions, a candidate’s performance may require a ‘best fit’ mark. 

  

 



Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1               
 (15) 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1(a) Upepo haukuharibu nyumba yoyote (2) 
 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1(b) Hadithi ilihadithiwa/ ilitolewa na bibi yao (2) 
 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1(c) Ni lazima watu wote walioalikwa wale kila 
kitu 

(2) 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1(d) Ukija, sitaweza kusomea mitihani yangu (2) 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1(e) Chakula kipo mezani (katika meza) , 
chakula hakimo kabatini (ndani ya kabati).  

(2) 

 

 
 

 



Question 2 – Translation into [language] 
 
Marks are awarded for transmission and quality of language, using the 
following assessment criteria grids.  
 

Transmission Mark 
No language worthy of credit. 0 
Only the very basic points are transmitted successfully with some very 
straightforward sections totally misunderstood. The style is often 
incomprehensible. Communication is frequently impaired.  

 
1-3 

Only the more straightforward and concrete points are transmitted 
successfully. Very little or no awareness of nuance and/or idiom. Several 
sections totally misunderstood. The style is incoherent with communication 
impaired at times.  

 
4-6 
 

The main points, usually narrative and concrete, are conveyed successfully 
for the most part, although problems are encountered with more complex 
language. Inference, nuance and idiom transmitted successfully on 
occasions. Some passages misunderstood and attempts at rephrasing only 
partially successful. The style is not always coherent.  

 
7-9 

A generally very competent rendering of the original text with grasp of most 
detail, nuance and idiom. Some passages, usually more complex, 
misinterpreted. Some successful attempts at rephrasing. The style is 
generally pleasing.  

10-12 

Excellent transmission skills with clear grasp of detail. Excellent transfer of 
inference, nuance and idiom. Pleasant to read. 13-15 

 
Quality of language Mark 
No language worthy of credit. 0 
A very high incidence of basic error in all aspects of grammar, syntax and 
morphology. Basic lexis and structures appropriate to the task are unknown. 
No awareness of tense concept/time sequence. Large sections totally 
misunderstood. Communication impaired. Very little worthy of credit. 

 
1-2 

Some inaccuracies in basic grammar, although narrative sections, usually 
short and straightforward, are in general correct. Lexis and structures 
appropriate to the task restricted with some often quite basic items 
unknown. At times some fairly basic problems with tense concept/time 
sequence. Use of given adjectives and/or adverbial phrases occasionally 
evident, though these are likely to be only partially successful. Often quite 
difficult to follow.  

 
3-4 
 

Largely accurate when using simple, short phrases: incidence of error 
increases in more complex language. Lexis and structures appropriate to the 
task tend to be adequate, with several items unknown. Some use of given 
adjectives and/or adverbial phrases with some degree of success. About half 
of what is written should be free of major errors. Not always easy to read. 

 
5-6 

A high level of accuracy overall, however with occasional basic errors, 
usually in more complex language. Uses a wide range of lexis and structures 
appropriate to the task with occasional lapses. Grasp of tense concept/time 
sequence generally secure, although occasional lapses are evident. Pleasant 
to read for the most part. 

7-8 

A very high level of accuracy with only minor errors. Confident use of a wide 9-10 

 



range of lexis and structures appropriate to the task. Excellent grasp of 
tense concept/time sequence. Very pleasant to read overall, although not 
necessarily faultless.  

 
 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

2 Mwaka jana wakati wa likizo ya/yenye baridi ya 
Desemba, wazazi wangu waliamua kwamba 
tuende sehemu ambayo ingetupa jua, bahari na 
mchanga. Kwa hiyo tulifikiri kuwa likizo katika 
pwani / ufuko ingefaa.  Tuliangalia ramani yetu 
ya dunia na tukaamua kuwa Bahari ya Hindi 
ilikuwa na sehemu nzuri sana. Dada yangu 
alipendekeza kwamba tuende sehemu yoyote 
Afrika na yeye alipenda Seychelles, Mauritus  na 
Zanzibar. Niliposikia neno Zanzibar nilifurahia. 
Nilitaka sana kukitembelea kisiwa hicho kwa 
sababu rafiki yangu Hannah alikwenda mwaka 
uliopita na alikipenda sana. Nikasema haraka, 
‘twendeni Zanzibar Tafadhali’. Lakini baba 
yangu alipendelea Seychelles kwa sababu 
alimjua mtu aliyeishi huko. 
Baba yangu alianza kuongea kuhusu Seychelles 
lakini kwa sababu hakujua mambo mengi 
kuhusu visiwa hivyo, aliongelea mji mkuu wa 
Seychelles, Victoria na jinsi ulivyokuwa na Big 
Ben ndogo kama ile ya London. Halafu 
akaelezea siku ndefu katika ufukwe / pwani, 
kulala na kutokufanya chochote. Yeye alitaka 
kuenda likizo na kupumzika tu. Nilikumbuka 
mazungumzo yangu na Hannah na nikaiambia 
familia yangu kuhusu mji wa mawe/ mji 
mkongwe, hali ya joto, maji ya buluu, miti 
mirefu ya minazi, vyakula vizuri na watu wazuri. 
Tungeweza kuogelea, kupiga mbizi, kulala 
katika mchanga na kunywa maji ya madafu 
baridi. Baada ya hapo tuliamua kupiga kura na 
nikashinda! Ilichekesha sana kwa sababu hata 
baba yangu alipigia kura Zanzibar, kwa hiyo 
kura zote zilikuwa kwa ajili ya sehemu moja! Na 
inabidi nikuambie, ilikuwa ni likizo nzuri kuliko 
zote. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

(25) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Question 3– Translation into English  
 
Marks are awarded for transmission and quality of language, using the 
following assessment criteria grids.  
 

Transmission Mark 
No language worthy of credit. 0 
Only the very basic points are transmitted successfully with some very 
straightforward sections totally misunderstood. The style is often 
incomprehensible. Communication is frequently impaired.  

 
1-3 

Only the more straightforward and concrete points are transmitted 
successfully. Very little or no awareness of nuance and/or idiom. Several 
sections totally misunderstood. The style is incoherent with communication 
impaired at times.  

 
4-6 
 

The main points, usually narrative and concrete, are conveyed successfully 
for the most part, although problems are encountered with more complex 
language. Inference, nuance and idiom transmitted successfully on 
occasions. Some passages misunderstood and attempts at rephrasing only 
partially successful. The style is not always coherent.  

 
7-9 

A generally very competent rendering of the original text with grasp of most 
detail, nuance and idiom. Some passages, usually more complex, 
misinterpreted. Some successful attempts at rephrasing. The style is 
generally pleasing.  

10-12 

Excellent transmission skills with clear grasp of detail. Excellent transfer of 
inference, nuance and idiom. Pleasant to read. 13-15 

 
 

Quality of language Mark 
No language worthy of credit. 0 
A very high incidence of basic error in all aspects of grammar, syntax and 
morphology. Basic lexis and structures appropriate to the task are unknown. 
No awareness of tense concept/time sequence. Large sections totally 
misunderstood. Communication impaired. Very little worthy of credit. 

 
1-2 

Some inaccuracies in basic grammar, although narrative sections, usually 
short and straightforward, are in general correct. Lexis and structures 
appropriate to the task restricted with some often quite basic items 
unknown. At times some fairly basic problems with tense concept/time 
sequence. Use of given adjectives and/or adverbial phrases occasionally 
evident, though these are likely to be only partially successful. Often quite 
difficult to follow.  

 
3-4 
 

Largely accurate when using simple, short phrases: incidence of error 
increases in more complex language. Lexis and structures appropriate to the 
task tend to be adequate, with several items unknown. Some use of given 
adjectives and/or adverbial phrases with some degree of success. About half 
of what is written should be free of major errors. Not always easy to read. 

 
5-6 

A high level of accuracy overall, however with occasional basic errors, 
usually in more complex language. Uses a wide range of lexis and structures 
appropriate to the task with occasional lapses. Grasp of tense concept/time 
sequence generally secure, although occasional lapses are evident. Pleasant 
to read for the most part. 

7-8 

 



A very high level of accuracy with only minor errors. Confident use of a wide 
range of lexis and structures appropriate to the task. Excellent grasp of 
tense concept/time sequence. Very pleasant to read overall, although not 
necessarily faultless.  

9-10 

 
 
 
 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

3 Football / Soccer is a type of game where two teams 
that have eleven players compete for the control of / 
fight for ownership of the ball and try to make the ball 
enter the rivals’ net.  
 
Normally players play using their feet, and are allowed 
to use other body parts except for hands and arms. 
The goalkeeper is the main exception, although if the 
ball is being thrown from outside the pitch / ground, 
players are allowed to use hands. 
 
Although this game is played by men more than 
women, women also love it. And / Also there are many 
female football teams in the world. But, unluckily / 
unfortunately, women in the African continent have not 
been able to embrace / receive it as it deserves. And if 
you compare African countries and European or 
American countries, you will discover the truth of this 
matter.  This is caused by many different issues.  
 
First of all is lack of education, poverty and also lack of 
development in general. Many people think that 
football is a game for men only and even when 
educated / enlightened that women can also play it, 
you will find that other barriers surface. An example is 
lack of sports equipment, good / better playing spaces 
and financial / money problems hindering 
development.  
 
Also in some African countries people are not pleased 
at seeing women running on a field dressed in short 
garments such as shorts. In addition, often, when 
players become champions, they are bought by foreign 
countries so they may play in teams that have 
developed / advanced. These barriers hinder the 
progress of women’s football in Africa. 
 
There is a need / It is important for women and men to 
sit together and discuss this question so football 
develops / advances in the African continent. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 (25) 

 

 



Question 4 – Writing (35 marks) 
 
Marks are awarded for communication and content and quality of 
language, using the following assessment grid.  
 
 
Communication and content Mark 
No language worthy of credit. 0 
Task generally misunderstood with little relevant information conveyed. 
Much ambiguity, confusion and omission. Level of response minimal with 
only a few relevant phrases. Communication largely impaired. Time 
sequences rarely correct. Largely incomprehensible with the exception of 
isolated items. Very difficult to read.  

 
1-4 

Main points of the task understood but some points totally misunderstood. 
Some major omissions with a degree of irrelevance and/or repetition. Level 
of response fairly limited with little opinion and justification appropriate to 
the task. Functions predominantly in simple, concrete sentences for the 
most part. Some evidence of correct time sequences but mostly 
inconsistent and insecure. Just about comprehensible overall with, 
however, a marked degree of ambiguity. Not easy to read. 

 
 5-8 

 

Majority of task completed, however, with some significant omissions. 
There may be some irrelevance. Goes beyond a minimal response with 
some expansion of ideas and straightforward opinion relevant to the task. 
Time sequences show a degree of ambiguity at times. Comprehensible 
overall with some attempt to link the piece into a coherent whole. 
Ambiguous in places especially in more ambitious language. Tends to be 
somewhat predictable.  

 
9-12 

Responds to nearly all of the task although there may be some omissions. 
Some relevant expansion at times. Provides evidence of description, 
narration and opinion as appropriate to the task. Time sequences generally 
sound with occasional lapses. A generally well structured piece of writing. A 
sound attempt overall to link the piece into a coherent whole with, 
however, some lapses. May be a little pedestrian and predictable or 
somewhat over-ambitious at times.  

13-16 

Responds fully and appropriately to the stimulus with excellent and 
relevant expansion. Gives detailed descriptions, expresses and justifies 
opinions as appropriate to the task. The time sequence is clear and 
unambiguous. A coherent piece of writing which is pleasant to read.  

17-20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Quality of language Mark 
No language worthy of credit. 0 
A high level of inaccuracy with very frequent and basic errors in grammar, 
syntax and morphology. There may be the occasional correct phrase. No 
awareness of tense concept/time reference. Vocabulary very basic with 
little of no evidence of correct use of basic structures. Communication is 
severely impaired overall. Extremely difficult to read. 

 
1-3 

Accuracy is inconsistent with frequent basic errors in grammar, syntax and 
morphology. Simple, short sentences are sometimes correct, but very little 
beyond. Range of vocabulary and structure very limited. Use of tense 
concept/time reference limited and often inappropriate. Limited success in 
attempts at enhancement of fact with adjectives and/or adverbial phrases. 
Not easy to read.  

 
 4-6 

 

Fairly accurate in simple language, however tends to be inconsistent in 
application of grammar, syntax and morphology when attempting more 
complex language. Range of vocabulary, idiom and structure standard and 
somewhat predictable. Some inconsistency in use of tense concept/time 
reference. Some attempts at subordination and sentence linking which are 
only partially successful. Attempts enhancement of fact with adjectives 
and/or adverbial phrases with moderate success. About half of what is 
written should be free of major errors. Despite inaccuracies, the basic 
message is conveyed.  

 
7-9 

Generally accurate and secure in grammar, syntax and morphology with 
some lapses. Accuracy less secure when more complex language is 
attempted. Uses a good range of vocabulary, idiom and structure, which 
are for the most part appropriate to the task. Attempts at more ambitious 
structures not always successful. Generally a secure grasp of tense 
concept/time reference. Manipulates language to suit the task at hand, 
however with some errors. A wide range of vocabulary, idiom and structure 
may compensate for a lower level of accuracy. Generally easy to read 
despite the errors.  

10-12 

Predominantly accurate: free of all but minor errors in grammar, syntax 
and morphology. Uses a wide range of vocabulary, idiom and structure 
appropriate to the task with very little or no repetition. Excellent use of 
tense concept/time reference. Excellent examples of subordination and 
appropriate use of more complex structures. Clear ability to manipulate 
language with a high degree of accuracy to suit the purpose. Very pleasant 
to read, though not necessarily faultless.  

13-15 
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