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International GCSE Spanish 

Paper 2 Reading and Writing  

Introduction 

This paper contains reading texts of varying lengths, requiring a range of answer 
styles, from a cross in a box to a full sentence in Spanish. There are two writing 
questions, one which relates to the reading text in question 3, so that students 
can take ideas from what they read. The second writing activity is longer and is 
based on 5 bullet points. 

The questions are targeted at different levels of ability, from F and G grade at 
the beginning, to A and A* at the end. Students of all abilities were able to do a 
good job on the writing questions in section 7. The first option (about holidays) 
was far more popular than the other options. This may have been because the 
topic matter seemed the most familiar. 

There are now many more entries from home centres for this qualification. The 
profile of the cohort has changed and the range of marks achieved has widened. 
There is still a preponderance of high achievers and many beautifully fluent and 
clear passages of Spanish written in the essay questions. It was a pity that many 
students made little attempt to use their own words in question 6 and so were 
unable to score much for Knowledge and Application of Language. 

Question 1 

The first question on the paper should be accessible to all students. This year's 
question was about items on a menu and almost every student scored maximum 
marks. 

Question 2 

Q2 was based on Pablo's blog about his father's daily routine. Students had to 
match events from the blog with a timetable. The skill here is to recognise 
synonyms. Most students scored maximum marks, although question 2(iii) 
was sometimes incorrectly answered. The timetable said "Lee las cartas", which 
should have been matched with "abre el correo" from the blog, but was matched 
with "Compra el periódico" by some students. 

Question 3 

Q3 again demanded the skill of identifying synonyms and was about television 
viewing habits. Students had to identify who said what. This question was not 
overly demanding and the majority of students scored full marks. 

 

 

 



 

Question 4 

This was a writing question where students were asked to say whether they like 
watching television and why or why not. It was important to remember that the 
'why' part of the question needed to be answered. 

Most students produced a good piece of writing, the only real problem was 
where students failed to say why, instead writing about their favourite 
programmes and forgetting to justify. This was a shame as these students were 
capped at 2 for Communication and Content. In spite of this, around 75% of 
students were able to achieve maximum marks. 

In general there were some varied sentence structures but a common error was 
"la ver" / "lo ver"  instead of "verla" or "verlo". 

Exemplar 1 

 

It is important to answer both halves of the question, ie state whether you like 
television or not and state why. In this example, the reasons come near the end, 
but they are completely convincing and this student scored maximum marks. 

 

 



 

Exemplar 2 

 

A negative response to television can be equally relevant and well explained. 
This student gives lots of reasons why s/he does not like television. 

 

Question 5 

Q5 was a brochure about a holiday camp for young people. Students had to 
identify which paragraph contained the information given in the question. Most 
students scored close to maximum marks here. 

Question 6 

This question is a long reading text with questions and answers in Spanish. 
There are 10 marks available for comprehension and another 5 marks for the 
quality of the language used. The average score was around 11 marks. 

The only way students can score maximum marks for the Knowledge and 
Application of Language is to use predominantly their own words. The language 
must also be varied and accurate. Students who stuck to the words from the 
text could not earn more than 2 marks for the Knowledge and Application of 
Language. 



 

In question 6(a), some students did not score because they wrote that sport is 
good for your health (which is an answer from their general knowledge rather 
than from the text) or that it is a good hobby. Presumably this was a mistaken 
understanding of 'pasártelo bien'. Question 6(b) was answered well, as there 
were many possible acceptable responses. 

Question 6(c)(i) and Q6(c)(ii) caused some confusion, with many students giving 
the answers the wrong way round. They could not be given credit for this. 
Question 6(d) was answered well by many, although there were a number of 
students who incorrectly answered that you might also feel nervous before 
competing, or who omitted the 'por primera vez' from either of the two correct 
answers (first day of school and first flight on a plane). It was pleasing to see 
answers where students had found an imaginative way to give this information 
without using the words from the text. 

Question 6(e) was answered correctly most of the time, although a significant 
number of students mistook 'asistir' for 'to assist' and gave an answer that 
included 'ayudar'. 

Exemplar 1 

 

This student has given a personal experience of being stressed, rather than 
information that was included in the text. This could not be rewarded. 

 

Exemplar 2 

 

This student opted to 'lift' words from the text. This is acceptable, if the lifted 
words are relevant. Here the student has missed the important points that would 
have answered the question. There is nothing worth a mark here. 

 

 



 

Exemplar 3 

 

This student has given the correct information and has used original words to do 
so. This answer was given full marks. 

 

Question 7(a) 

This was the first option of three writing tasks and was chosen by the vast 
majority of students; perhaps because the subject matter was the most 
familiar. The essays produced often displayed a good range of tenses, opinions 
and descriptions. Some super expressions used were, "después de mis 
vacaciones puede que vaya", "al llegar me di cuenta de", "el viaje estuvo genial 
aunque me hubiese gustado". By contrast, the adjectives "fenomenal" and 
"interesante" were rather overused and there was a lot of confusion over the use 
of "ser" and "estar". 

Some students were obviously unfamiliar with the geography of Spain as a 
number related how they went to the beach while staying in Madrid. 

An average score of just over 13 out of 15 was achieved and nearly 50% of 
students were awarded maximum marks for this essay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Exemplar 1 

 

In this example, the student scores maximum marks for both Communication 
and Content and Knowledge and Application of Language. There are lots of ideas 
given about one-off activities and activities done every day. This gave the 
student the opportunity to use both the preterite and the imperfect. This student 
has also used the future, the present subjunctive and a complex compound 
tense. There are also excellent vocabulary items like "gangas". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Exemplar 2 

 

 

This student has also taken the opportunity to include a range of tenses in this 
imaginative paragraph about what was liked the most and where he/she will go 
in the future. 

The language is not flawless, but the meaning is completely clear and most 
structures are handled well. This student gained full marks. 

Question 7(b) 

The second of the essay options was about shopping. This was much less 
popular than the previous question, although those who did select it scored, on 
average, slightly higher than those writing about holidays. The average mark 
was just over 13.5 and over 50% of students who opted for this essay gained 
maximum marks. 

As with the previous option, there were some good examples of accurate, 
imaginative writing, but the spelling of past tense verbs was patchy. 

Question 7(c) 

The final essay option was about earning money from a job. This essay only 
attracted 80 students and was, by far, the least popular option. 

The scores achieved were, however, better than on the other two essays. The 
average mark awarded was a shade under 14 and 65% of students who 
attempted this essay gained full marks. 

The third bullet point was the weakest, on this essay. Students sometimes 
interpreted "cómo encontraste el trabajo" as an invitation to give an opinion on 
the job, rather than explain how they had found out about the job. This 



 

interpretation of the bullet point was accepted as equally valid, however, it 
meant that some students missed the opportunity to write much in the past. 

Summary 

Based on their performance on this paper, students are offered the following 
advice: 

• Make sure that all parts of a question are addressed 
• Where there is an opportunity to gain additional marks for the language 

you use, try to use your own words 
• If you copy material from the text, make sure it gives the information that 

is needed 
• Remember that in a text requiring written answers, the information 

needed for each question will be in the right order in the text (eg the 
answer for Q2 will be between the answer for Q1 and the answer for Q3) 

• In writing exercises, try to include verbs in the past, present and future 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Grade Boundaries 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link: 

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 
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