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Introduction

There was a significant increase in the number of candidates this year, compared with 2019,
and their performance on Paper 2 overall was commensurate with that of 2019. By far the
largest number of candidates answer questions on either Religion B (Christianity) or Religion
D (Islam). However, an increasing number chose to answer on Religion A (Buddhism) and
Religion E (Judaism). If this trend continues, a detailed commentary on candidate
performance for these two religions will, in future years, be included in this report. Entry for
Religion C (Hinduism) and Religion F (Sikhism) remains small.

This year, as in 2019, detailed comments will be provided for Christianity and Islam, but all
centres are encouraged to read this report fully, because all the fundamental issues raised by
student performance are mirrored across all the six religions.

This section of the Report will include some comments on the challenges of the three specific
question types.

(a) questions test AO1 and ask candidates to demonstrate knowledge of key features of belief
and practice. It is important for all candidates to note that they can gain all 4 marks only by
giving two responses and by developing each of them. Development can be achieved in a
variety of ways, including the use of religious texts, examples, and further explanation.

(b) questions also test AO1, but they ask candidates to demonstrate understanding of
religious beliefs and practices. Candidates need to be aware that this is marked using a
levels-based mark scheme, and that to achieve the higher marks in Level 2 (up to 6 marks in
total) it is necessary to demonstrate a fuller understanding of the matter raised,
characterised by greater depth rather than by breadth. For example, a series of reasons,
simply explained, will only score a maximum of 4 marks, irrespective of how many such
examples they give. This is because such answers cannot demonstrate that their
understanding is assured and comprehensive.

(c) questions focus on AO2, and candidates are asked to look at a variety of arguments that
consider the issue raised by the question, to explain such arguments, and to evaluate them.
Candidates who develop the arguments, but without evaluation will usually only gain marks
up to the top of Level 2 (6 marks). Like (b) questions, (c) questions are marked using a levels-
based mark scheme, and candidates can only achieve Level 3 and Level 4 (up to 10 marks in
total) with answers that include comprehensive appraisal of the evidence presented. Also, as
in (b) questions, the higher marks are given for depth and not just breadth of understanding.

In the subsequent sections of the report, these points will be illustrated. Once again, | would
encourage all centres to read the entire report because there are lessons that can be learnt
for all religions from these examples.
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Question 1 (a)(B)
Outline two examples of authority within any one Christian denomination.

This question was generally well answered with candidates aware of the variety of sources of
authority called upon by Christians. It is also a good example of the importance of reading
the question.

A simple example gained the first mark, such as 'the Bible' and the second mark could be
added with appropriate development. In the case of the Bible, this could have been to refer
to examples of authoritative teaching in the Bible, such as the Ten Commandments, or by
pointing out that most Christians believe the Bible to be divinely inspired.

Candidates need to note the requirement that the two sources of authority needed to come
from one Christian denomination. Some candidates lost marks by not following that
requirement.
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This is an example of an answer that did not follow the instruction to refer to one
denomination only, and thereby limited the maximum mark to 2

1 (a) Outline two examples of authority in any one Christian denomination.

.-""'d---lI

N { ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

The first answer gains 2 marks - ordained priests are sources of
authority for Catholics, and this can be expressed, for example, by the
preaching of sermons.

In the second answer, the Bible is a source of authority for
Evangelicals, and the crossed out part would also have gained marks
for development. However, the change of denomination excluded that.

@4\ ResultsPuss
<\

) Examiner Tip

Candidates must read every word of each question.
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This is a 3 mark answer, and is chosen to demonstrate where development is and is not
appropriate and effective.

It can be noted that the candidate does not refer to a specific denomination, and that is not a
problem provided both answers can be seen as appropriate to one denomination only.

1 (a) Outline two examples of authority in any one Christian denomination.

(4)

N ﬁ{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

The Bible is the source of authority, for the first mark, and Christians
use it for 'guidance’ gains the second mark.

The second example is more problematic. The Church can be accepted
as a source of authority. However, the second part of the answer
suggests that the candidate is referring to the place rather than the
institution. This cannot be accepted as development, therefore, but the
first mark is retained on the basis of positive marking.
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This is a 4 mark answer and gives an indication of different kinds of acceptable development.

1 (a) Outline two examples of authority in any one Christian denomination.

ﬂResu[ts?lus

Examiner Comments

Roman Catholics accept the Bible as a source of authority, and they
use it for guidance. This is a developed example.

Catholics also regard the conscience as a source of authority, and it can
help Catholics distinguish right from wrong.

L’ \ ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip
Sources of authority for Christians could have included, for example,
the Bible, the Church, priests and ministers, the Magisterium for
Catholics, conscience, and also parents.
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Question 1 (a)(D)
Outline two ways Muslims show respect for the Qur'an

Candidates chose to answer this question by referring either to 'physical' signs of respect
(such as washing) and also such as being attentive to the teaching, and putting it into
practice. Both approaches were accepted.

This example of a correct answer shows how some candidates lose marks by not developing
their answers.

1 (a) Outline two ways Muslims show respect for the Qur'an.

iy
1 Fheyhawe aspe special stand for 4t Qe 'nn

™

\/ / ResultsPlus
/'-—-.‘: Examiner Comments

Both these answers gained marks - the special stand, and avoiding
damage to the Qur'an. But neither are developed, and so marks are
limited to 2.

W6\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Development does not need to be extensive on (a) questions. For
example, if the candidate had simply added that the special stand
helped to keep the copy of the Qur'an clean, the second mark would
have been gained.
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This is a 3 mark answer, with one developed reason, and one that does not add enough for
the second development mark to be added. It is also an example of showing respect by
referring to the teaching rather than the physical respect shown to copies of the Qur'an.

1 (a) Outline two ways Muslims show respect for the Qur'an.

follow._all ‘Fmda_x.n%s oS % ik +he clwec* ........

NO\‘Ii 0'@ [}mo‘\/Mloy\

N,
\/ { ResultsPlus
/--._ Examiner Comments

The recitation of important passages during prayer gained the mark,
but there was no development. Adding 'during prayer' was not
considered sufficient because the idea of reciting during prayer is a
single idea. Another way could have been found to develop this
answer.

In the second response, however, the first mark is gained by 'following
the teaching' and then developed by saying this is because the Qur'an
is believed to be the word of Allah.

V \ ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip

In the first example, there could have been development by referring
to the reverence with which the passages are recited.
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This is a full 4 mark response, with two developed ways respect is shown.

1 (a) Outline two ways Muslims show respect for the Qur'an,
(4)
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/--.. Examiner Comments

Respect is shown by the act of purification before touching the Qur'an,
and developed with the example of wudu.

The second example is also developed - that the copy is stored in a
high place, and this means that nothing is placed above it.

/ 4 \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

In the first answer, simply identifying wudu was sufficient to gain the
development mark.
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Question 1 (b)(B)
Explain different attitudes to the ordained ministry within Christianity.

A specific qualifier in this question is that answers should refer to different attitudes. This
meant that someone who chose to develop one single attitude would score a maximum of 3
marks. But this approach was very rare, and most candidates referred to more than one
attitude.

Candidates could have referred to attitudes about the need for an ordained ministry at all, or
they could have chosen to be more specific and refer to an issue such as the ordination of
women. All appropriate responses were accepted.

This is an example of a Level 1 answer, and gained just two marks, though it is clear that the
candidate does have some understanding of the topic.

(b) Explain different attitudes to the ordained ministry within Christianity.

rwuidrg, They are ahe wovally o
Sowwid afle sowrd ot acthnt,
aa‘H\@_\? k*ﬂw‘Hﬂe'{'e&a _a? Fery
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" { ResultsPlus

/'--‘: Examiner Comments
This answer was marked as a single developed idea. It says that
ordained ministers might be held to carry higher authority, because of
their Christian knowledge and understanding.

Ideas such as that they are more experienced than other ministers is
not obviously correct, and it would have needed an explanation of why
that might be argued before it could gain any marks.

T4\ ResultsPlus
<

Examiner Tip

There is one developed attitude here, and another similar approach
could have taken the mark into Level 2, though more depth would
have been needed to get to the higher Level 2 marks.
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This is a good answer in as much as the candidate demonstrated a good understanding of
the issue. However, there were a lot of answers like this that offered a series of simply
developed attitudes and gained only 4 marks.

(b) Explain different attitudes to the ordained ministry within Christianity.

N ﬁ{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

A careful reading of this answer shows that there are a series of ideas,
but none of them developed with any depth of understanding. For
example, Catholics believe it is important to have a hierarchy of
ordained ministers leading to the Pope, and these ministers lead
services. The same approach then follows with Protestant attitudes.

There is no attempt to further develop the points that are made, and
so this can only achieve 4 marks.
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W4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Taking the first example, the candidate could have raised their mark by
explaining why Catholics think an ordained hierarchy of ministers is
essential. They might have spoken, for example, about the belief that
this follows in the apostolic tradition, and reflects the belief that Jesus
chose his apostles for a special role of leadership, and that ordained
ministers are their successors. It is this level of development that can
allow candidates to access the higher Level 2 marks.
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This answer is included so that centres can see what is needed to gain full marks on a (b)
question.

T T Y T T

(b) Explain different attitudes to the ordained ministry wlthln Chrlstianlty
~ ) (6)
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< ! Result<Plus
/--.; Examiner Comments

This example provides a series of developed explanations.

In the first paragraph the candidate speaks of the authority given to
Peter, the idea of a rock, and the elevated role this implied, and the
belief that this indicates God's intention to have specially ordained
ministers who follow in the line of succession from Peter.

The second example contrasts that with Jesus' other actions and
teachings, such as not accepting the title 'rabbi' because there is only
one teacher, God, and that all are brothers. God alone has authority,
and everyone else would be equal.

There is a third response of equal quality.

It is important to see how this kind of approach is a significant step up
from a series of simply developed reasons, and that it demonstrates a
deeper level of understanding than the previous 4 mark answer.

A ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Two well-developed examples can gain up to the full 6 marks available.
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Question 1 (b)(D)
Explain the importance of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs for the development of Sunni Islam

This is a question posed from the specific perspective of Sunni Islam. Of course, not all
candidates who take this Paper are from the Sunni tradition. In fact, not all candidates are
Muslim. It is important that all topics on the specification are taught, and that an
understanding of different points of view are developed.

As in many (b) questions there were many simply developed answers, scoring only up to 4
marks.

However, these responses will focus on three different marks - 0, 3 and 5

This answer is written in the present tense, and all indications are that the candidate does
not understand the historical context of the Righty-Guided Caliphs, and was unable to gain
any marks.

(b) Explain the importance of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs for the development of
Sunni Islam,

(6)

........... Tl"el’l\gln“‘d%b"ﬁleoqct}h{)h% oore . Yrewbers of a $hid, oy

N &{ ResultsPlus
/'--. Examiner Comments

There is the occasional phrase here that could refer to the Rightly-
Guided Caliphs, such as that they are a force for unity. However, when
that is in the context of an answer that understands the Caliphs as
existing in current times, and are maybe being confused with imames,
this cannot be rewarded.
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In many ways, this is a very good answer. If it had been developed further, or if there had
been another answer of similar quality, it could have gained all 6 marks. As it stands, it is one
well developed idea, and gains 3 marks.

(b) Explain the importance of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs for the development of
Sunni Islam,

q,md S Seoy Ro. i/L& dutd word @«} de \sefM L&

......................................................................................................................................................................................................

~ ﬁ{ ResultsPlus

/--.. Examiner Comments

This answer picks up one of the roles performed by the Caliphs and
develops it well. It refers to the compilation of the revelation of
Muhammad that took place after his death, and its coming together as
the text of the Qur'an. This is seen as the basis for the Shari'ah Law
which guides Muslim behaviour, because it is the direct and
uncorrupted word of Allah.

4\ ResultsPhus
<2

| Examiner Tip
Further explanation of how the compilation of the Qur'an was
important in the development of Sunni Islam, and so highlighting the
part played by the Caliphs, could haven take this answer into Level 2.

It is possible, although quite a challenge, to gain all 6 Level 2 marks for
a very well-developed single reason, except where the question
specifically asks for 'different' reasons, which is not the case here.
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This is a very good answer that develops one reason very effectively, but then does not quite
repeat that in a way that would have gained all the marks.

It was awarded 5 marks.

(b) Explain the importance of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs for the development of
Sunni Islam.

(6)
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W < ResultsPlus

/‘--. Examiner Comments

The well-developed idea in this answer is that the Caliphs were people
who were important because they could be trusted to be faithful to
Islam, being close companions of Muhammad, and that they were
recognised in their importance by the glad tidings of paradise. This
idea is introduced at the beginning and developed further later in the
answer. There is also reference to the compilation of the Qur'an, and
the territorial development of Islam, but neither of these are
developed sufficiently (explaining their significance in the development
of Islam) for this to gain all 6 marks.
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Question 1 (c)(B)

This question calls for a discussion of whether the Bible holds the same importance for all
Christians.

Overall, it was a well answered question, and many answers included a good understanding
of the various Christian attitudes to whether the Bible can be understood literally.

These answers illustrate a Level 1 response, and also one answer that fails to go beyond
Level 2 and one that has the extra quality that allows it to gain Level 3 - 7 marks.
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There is quite a full response here, but a close reading will show that actually little of
(10)

substance is said, hence its Level 1 mark of 3.
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N t{ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
In effect, this answer says all Christians accept the Bible as the word of
God, but interpret and follow it differently. This is a promising start.
However, the second paragraph only adds that some Christians
prioritise its teachings and others have different priorities. In the last
paragraph, there are a few simple illustrations of this point, that some
will take the Lord's name in vain, but others will not. The very brief
conclusion says nothing new.

In summary, this is what might be called a simple 'for and against' and
is the kind of answer that will gain up to 3 marks.
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A very common approach to (c) questions is to provide a discussion on both sides, developed
with supporting evidence, and then add a summative conclusion. It does not go on to
evaluate the arguments.

This is a good example of a response that gains 6 marks.
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« { ResultsPlus

/“-- Examiner Comments
The main point of this discussion is the extent to which the Bible is
considered to provide guidance for current times. It says some do
believe it does, and others do not, and it has some useful supporting
discussion. It follows the pattern of 'some Christians think x and other
Christians think y' and then, in the conclusion, it really just repeats the
same ideas.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
For this to go beyond Level 2, what was needed was an element of
discussion as to why one of these points of view might have more
merit. This could be in the body of the discussion. It is more often
found in the conclusion.

The candidate might have said that the key issue they had highlighted
was whether the moral teachings are historically and culturally limited,
or whether it is important for Christians to argue that what was wrong
thousands of years ago must still be wrong, otherwise - in a sense -
God changes over time. They might have then pointed to the problems
of this latter conclusion, that God is believed to be immutable. The
candidate touches on some of these ideas, but does not develop them.
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The important thing to look out for in this answer is the attempt, albeit relatively simple, to
appraise ideas.

This is what takes it into Level 3 - 7 marks.
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« { ResultsPlus

/---". Examiner Comments
It is useful to focus on the central paragraph of the second page of this
response.

There is a clear attempt at adding a personal response, the candidate's
own evaluation. This is seen in such things as pointing to the
contradictions, which indicate a wider authorship, and that this
undermines the idea of the supremacy of the Bible. This, and some
similar points, do not a create deep and developed evaluation, but it is
enough just to view the discussion as a little more than 'some say x
and some say y', so a mark more than a Level 2.
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Question 1 (c)(D)

This question asked whether the principles of ijma and giyyas are essential for a complete
understanding of Muslim teaching.

Not all candidates appeared to know what these principles are, but many of those who did
answered the question effectively drawing the contrast between principles that may help
elucidate teachings and the supreme authority of the Qur'an and the Sunnah.

These examples show a Level 1 response, a good Level 2 response, and then one that
demonstrates a much deeper understanding of the issues raised by these principles, gaining
the top of Level 3.

This is a very simple answer, and one that does not get to grips with the specifics of ijma and
giyyas. However, there is just enough in the answer to accept that they have a basic
understanding of the role they might play. But, without specific reference to the meaning of
the two ideas, only a Level 1 mark is possible.

29 |International GCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 02



T‘mgcmca?ka %mch_. M%nhfm '& do..a.

M‘T”‘M“""“"ﬁ e Ispl.:».mwwmm M{a ..............

International GCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 02 30



~ { ResultsPlus

/---.. Examiner Comments

What the candidate points to is the central importance of the Qur'an.
But they also say that these two principles could lead to a fuller
understanding, and could bring morality closer. These are valid points
and, although it is a general answer, it is not without merit.

A\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

For an answer to a (c) question to go beyond Level 1, it will usually be
necessary for the candidate to show they understand the key terms
being used. If this candidate had that understanding, and have just
developed their answer with examples, this could have become a Level
2 response.
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This is a good Level 2 response, gaining 6 marks. An important exercise would be to see what
could have been done to take this to the next level.
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/“-- Examiner Comments
The terms are understood, the debate is highlighted and supported
with examples and development. ljma and giyyas can help improve
understanding of modern issues, but as they must always refer back to
the Sunnah, and to the Qur'an which is unchanging, then there is an
open debate about their value. The conclusion is a reiteration of the
discussion presented.

\ Examiner Tip

The key question then is how to improve an answer like this.

We can look at just one idea, the risk of moving away from the express
command of Allah. The Qur'an is the word of Allah and uncorrupted,
but Muslim scholars are fallible, and there is clearly the risk that their
interpretations are wrong, in that they take Muslims away from what
Allah intended. That is why there are some Muslims who are Quranists.
This kind of discussion, which evaluates the argument for modern
interpretation, could have taken this answer to Level 3 and beyond.
The candidate touches on such ideas, but then fails to develop them.
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This example is included because it illustrates a discussion that is clearly evaluative, and goes
beyond the 'some say x and others say y' kind of discussion.

It gained 8 marks out of a maximum of 10.

The handwriting becomes hard to read at the end, but it is possible, and it is worth enlarging
and persevering to get a full sense of what was written.
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There is, first of all, a very good discussion of both points of view,
supported and developed.

One key area to look at is the final paragraph. This talks about how
interpretations are not complete, unlike the world of Allah, and that
the direct words of God clearly have more authority than the
interpretation of any human scholar. There is the teaching of Allah and
there is 'human understanding' and they are distinct.

This is a clear and, to an extent, sustained attempt to appraise the
arguments that were presented in the body of the essay.
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Question 2 (a)(B)

This question asked candidates to outline two practices associated with a Christian
pilgrimage to somewhere other than Bethlehem or Jerusalem.

Perhaps this was the question that most highlights the need to read the question carefully.
Some candidates wrote about pilgrimage to Bethlehem and/or Jerusalem and others failed to
focus on the word 'practices'. This second point was important because, without a practice
being identified, no marks could be gained. So, for example, a candidate saying that
Christians go on pilgrimage to Rome, and then explains that this is because it is the
headquarters of the Catholic Church, would not have scored any marks, because no practice
is named (such as visiting the tomb of St Peter).

Many candidates were aware of a variety of places of pilgrimage, including Rome, Canterbury
and Walsingham, and the associated practices, and scored well on this question.

The two examples shown below help to illustrate how the development marks can be gained
on (a) questions.
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This 3 mark answer is an example that helps to identify what can and what cannot count as
development.

2 (a) Outline two practices associated with a Christian pilgrimage to any one place
other than Bethlehem or Jerusalem.

2 Msoin. Rorw, o visl. vidbadede, ... Mishenden)... Sibes,..s. ..o SN Bebtars...

\( ( ResultsPlus

/'--.. Examiner Comments
In the first part of the answer a practice is identified, that pilgrims to
Rome attend papal sermons. But it does not count as a development
of the practice to learn the day on which the sermons are preached.
On the other hand, visiting historical sites, the second practice named,
and then identifying a site, does count as development because this
does develop the practice itself.

(T ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

It is important to provide development that develops the response, in
this case the practice, and which also answers the question.
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This example of a 4 mark answer is included to give two different examples of successful
development.

2 (a) Outline two practices associated with a Christian pilgrimage to any one place
other than Bethlehem or Jerusalem.

, Arothc padice™s Ll on b (o male of ¢
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

In the first answer the candidate gives the practice of walking to the
house of Richeldis de Faverches, and develops this by adding further
details of the walk, the visiting of shrines on the way.

In the second answer they give the practice of going barefoot for the
last mile of the pilgrimage. This is developed in a different way, by
explaining the spiritual significance of the action.

M4\ ResultsPlus
K

| Examiner Tip
Candidates are encouraged to try to develop the answers in (a)
questions to gain the extra marks, remembering that there are many
different, and often quite simple, ways in which the answers can be
developed.
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Question 2 (a)(D)
This question asked for two ways in which Makkah is important for Muslims.

This was a well answered question, and many candidates scored the full 4 marks. Those that
failed to do so often failed to develop their answers.

This candidate scored just 2 marks, because they did not develop their answers.

2 (a) Outline two ways in which Makkah is significant for Muslims.
(4)
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The candidate clearly knew of the significance of Makkah, and provides
good examples, but they are not developed. They say that it is an
important place because the Hajj pilgrimage is mandated, and that it
contains an important mosque.

T4\ ResultsPlus

\\ Examiner Tip

This could have been developed by explaining why Makkah is
considered so important that pilgrimage is mandated, and the
candidate could also have said something about why the mosque is

considered 'great’'.
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The failure to develop (a) answers was quite a common issue, so a further example is
included here so that centres can see how many of their students are approaching these
questions.

2 (a) Outline two ways in which Makkah is significant for Muslims.

J':\ /
y ( ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments
These are acceptable responses, even though they are brief. But this
again gained just 2 of the 4 available marks because of the lack of

development.
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By way of contrast, here is a full 4 mark answer, where the ways are both developed.

— — - \ 7

Section 2: Celebration and Pilgrimage

2 (a) Outline two ways in which Makkah is significant for Muslims.

(4)

N,

~ < ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments
In the first answer the candidate actually gives two ways.

The first is that it is where Muhammad first tried to set up an Islamic
community. But this is not developed. But they also say it is where
Muhammad 'received the night of power' and that this first informed
him of Islam.

The second way refers to the capture of Makkah by an Islamic army,
which is developed by the further detail of what Muhammad did by
circling the ka'bah.

74\ ResultsPlus
\\

| Examiner Tip
There is no need for candidates to add a lengthy further comment to
gain the development marks, as seen in these two examples.
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Question 2 (b)(B)

This question asked candidates to explain the importance to Christians of pilgrimage to
Bethlehem. In the nature of the question, candidates were able to gain marks by explaining
why Bethlehem is an important place for Christians, but they could not gain the higher marks
in Level 2 without making some attempt to relate specifically to the act of pilgrimage.

Included below will be an example of a Level 1 answer, a Level 2 answer that gains 4 marks
(in the way that many students did) and one that gave that extra depth that allowed access to
the higher Level 2 marks.

Some candidates did not appear to know very much about the detail of Bethlehem or about
the nature of pilgrimage. This is an example of a single developed point that gained two
marks.

(b) Explain the importance for Christians of pilgrimage to Bethlehem.

\.

N / ResultsPlus
/'-—-'. Examiner Comments

The candidate has the simple knowledge that Bethlehem is where
Jesus was born, and this is developed with the additional idea that
pilgrims will go there to feel close to Jesus.

ResultsPlus
'\

Examiner Tip
Because the specification refers to pilgrimage, candidates should learn
something of the places associated with the stories of Jesus' birth, not
just the town itself, and about the reason why pilgrims will visit these
specific places.
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There is an attempt to provide more than one developed reason in this answer, which gains 4
marks, but there is not the depth to for a higher Level 2 mark. All the reasons are developed

simply.

(b) Explain the importance for Christians of pilgrimage to Bethlehem.
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Examiner Comments

As with the previous example, there is the idea that Bethlehem is
where Jesus was born, and so pilgrims go there to feel closer to their
faith.

A second reason mentions the belief in Jesus as the Messiah, who went
on to die for everyone's sins. This is also a simple development.

There is also a third reason, based on the belief that Jesus was God
incarnate, and so this would also allow them to feel closer to God.
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\ Examiner Tip
In the first reason, reference is made to the historical places and
events. If this idea had been developed and related to the idea of
Christians coming closer to their faith, that would have demonstrated
some of the depth needed for a higher mark. In the third example, a
short discussion about the significance of the incarnation for
Christians would also have added depth to this part of the answer.
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There is a clear attempt to develop reasons with some extra depth here, though it gains 5
rather than 6 marks because at the end it starts to describe what pilgrims do rather than
explain why they do it.

(b) Explain the importance for Christians of pilgrimage to Bethlehem.

N { ResultsPlus
/---. Examiner Comments

The key part of this answer to look at is at the start. Again it says
Bethlehem is the place where Jesus was born, but this is immediately
developed with reference to the incarnation, and also that this shows
God's love because Jesus was born to same people from sin. This
shows the ability to add depth to the simple reason originally given.
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Examiner Tip
Having been on track for all 6 available marks, the candidate just
needed to show the same depth with another reason, such as by
developing the idea of humility. Instead they describe actions, and on
these (b) questions development by description does not show the
depth of understanding required for top marks.
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Question 2 (b)(D)

This question asked Muslims to explain the importance of hajj for Muslims. It was generally
well answered, and candidates understood hajj and its significance in the life of Muslims.

The examples below show a candidate who was judged to have provided a series of simple
reasons, with no effective development, and also a candidate who provides reasons that are
simply developed. Finally there is a full 6 mark answer, where the candidate took two ideas,
two reasons, and showed depth of understanding in both cases.

These are simple reasons. When marking simple reasons examiners will allow up to three
marks for a set of such answers, but they cannot go into Level 2 without development.

(b) Explain the importance of the hajj for Muslims.

(6)

N
\( 2{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

It is helpful to look at the separate answers given, and to see that there
is no significant development.

Hajj is important because commanded by God.
It makes the ummah stronger.

It shows equality in shared experience.

It cleanses the soul.
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\ Examiner Tip
We can take just one example and show how to develop it simply and
then fully.

The third reason says that hajj shows equality. In his final sermon
Muhammad stressed the idea of the equality of all Muslims, and if this
has been added it would have counted as simple development. If they
had gone on to stress how the wearing of the same clothes represents
how race and gender do not matter, and that this was a point made by
Muhammad specifically, that behaviour is what really matters, that
would have been development with depth of understanding.
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This is an answer with some simple development, but also one that describes actions without
always drawing out their full significance.

(b) Explain the importance of the hajj for Muslims. -
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There are a couple of simply developed answers here. The first one is a
good example. Hajj is important as it is a spiritual journey, and it
strengthens faith, unity and one's relationship with Allah.

It mentions going to holy and symbolic places, and describes actions,
but it does not then try to explain the full importance of these actions,
or even the full importance of actually being in a holy place.

This is a good example of a 4 mark answer because the candidate fails
to add depth to the reasons given.
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This is an example of an answer that gains all 6 available marks. It is done by fully developing
two reasons, which is probably the simplest way to 6 marks for most candidates, though one
very fully developed reason can also gain full marks on most (b) questions.

(b) Explain the importance of the hajj for Muslims.
(6)
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In the first reason it says hajj follows in the footsteps of Muhammad.
When so many people do this together it strengthens the ummah and
brings Muslims closer to each other. So far this would be a simple
development. But the candidate adds more depth about the value of
this, that Muslims can learn from each other and become one as a
community.

This approach is then repeated with the second reason. Hajj shows
devotion to Allah because it is a long and difficult trip, which Muslims
will try to do at least once in their lifetime. This again is simply
developed up to this point. It adds depth by saying that this show of
respect for Allah makes them better Muslims because they are
following Allah's wishes.
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Question 2 (c)(B)

This question asked candidates to discuss the idea that the celebration of family life is the
most important part of Christmas. One thought behind the question was how the holy family
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph highlight the importance of family in Christianity, and many
answers looked at that idea. Others saw the family celebration as an example of the
commercialisation of Christmas, which they compared to the religious significance. Both, and
other approaches were acceptable, but the higher marks were only available to those who, in
some way, did pick up on the point about family in the question.

This answer presents simple ideas, and there is not the development required for a (c)
guestion that would have taken the mark beyond Level 1.
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In essence this answer makes three simple points.

Some would agree because Jesus talks about the importance of family
in the Bible.

Some people only see their families at Christmas

Some people think that giving presents is more important as a way of

showing love, which is also what Jesus taught. This last idea shows a
little development, especially as it is called Jesus' main teaching, but to

go into Level 2 the candidate would have needed to try to develop one
of the earlier points too.

'f \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip
The candidate could have explained where Jesus speaks about the
family. With this simple development added to the first point, the
answer could have gained Level 2 marks.
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This answer makes the comparison between the role the family plays in the religious and the
religious meaning behind Christmas. Ideas are developed, and this takes it to a Level 2
response.
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On the one hand, the candidate points out that Christmas brings
families together in celebration, and that this brings unity, forgiveness
and blessings from God.

On the other hand, it could be said that the focus should be on Jesus,

and there is an attempt to develop this, though the point can also

seem to be distinct, and it would have been better if the candidate had
been able to focus more on Jesus' birth, the incarnation and other such

specific aspects of the events of Christmas. It is for this reason, that the
point being made on the alternative side is not well expressed, that
only 5 marks are gained.
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\\ Examiner Tip

This would have been a better answer with explicit reference to what
Christians believe happened at Christmas. In fact, the birth of Jesus is

not mentioned at all.
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This is an answer that shows the depth of understanding of issues raised by the question
such that it reaches the top of Level 3, 8 out of the available 10 marks.

(c) “The most important part of Christmas is the celebration of family Ilfe

Discuss this statement considering the arguments for

I st.
In your answer you should include: ™ e mmﬁ-df (y ’l 1&? I

« reference to teachings w

« other (divergent) points of vi ew eithertv th religi or from
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« abalanced conclusion.
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It would be beneficial to read through this response carefully, and see
the many places where the candidate makes a point and then
proceeds to show depth of understanding of the point made.

One example will illustrate this, in the second paragraph on the second
page.

This paragraph talks about the interaction of God with humans, which
is then linked to the whole of 'salvation history', though the candidate
doesn't use that term. They then demonstrate how the religious
celebrations, such as the nine readings in the traditional carol service,
highlight this theme, right back to the very start of God's interaction,
mentioning the Genesis reading.

It is this quality of depth of understanding that is required to take a
candidate to 8 marks and more, and in the process it allows for the
differentiation that is needed to ensure that the stronger candidates
can be duly rewarded.
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Question 2 (c)(D)

This question asked candidates to consider whether Eid ul-Adha can be considered the most
important Muslim festival. There were some candidates who confused the festivals, for
example mixing up Eid ul-Adha with Eid ul-Fitr. Although this was bound to affect their overall
mark, examiners were still asked to mark positively, and to look for valid points that were
made despite such a confusion. However, most candidates knew the festival and were able
to compare its significance with other festivals, though sometimes in very simple terms.

Here is an example of a candidate with an accurate understanding, but whose points are
expressed in very simple, Level 1, terms.
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In effect, this answer says that some think Eid ul-Adha is the most
important because it marks the end of Hajj.

It also says that there are other festivals that have their own meaning
and importance.

It repeats the same point in the conclusion.

The answer shows some understanding, such as the context of Eid ul-
Adha, and the point about each festival having a different focus is a
good point. But there is then no development that would allow this to
go to Level 2.

&4\ ResultsPlus
<

) Examiner Tip
To go to Level 2, the candidate could have mentioned more about hajj,
perhaps that it remembers the sacrifice of Abraham, and then perhaps
mentioned Eid ul-Fitr and the celebration of the end of Ramadan,
perhaps suggesting that the idea of celebrating the end of the fastis a
great gift from Allah. These would be simple developments, but
enough to move between the levels.
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Following on from the previous example, this is an example of a candidate who makes much
the same point but goes on to show the development suggested to move to Level 2.
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Reading this answer shows that the candidate can link the celebration
to specific events, the willingness of Ibrahim to sacrifice for Allah,
whereas Eid ul-Fitr could be said to focus more on Allah himself and on
what has been achieved through prayer and fasting. There is also an
attempt at a conclusion about the value of festivals in general. This
allows the mark to go beyond Level 1. However the development is
limited, so it still scores just 4 marks.

" \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip
It is worth noting here that the candidate makes a brief reference to
Christianity. This is permitted in the bullet points under the question,
and the approach can be rewarded.

However there would need to be an effort to show how this approach
helps in the understanding of Islam - more than is shown in this case.
On a different question, for example, a distinction between how
Muslims view Muhammad and Christians view Jesus could yield some
insight into Muslim beliefs about the nature of Allah.
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This answer is included to illustrate what is needed to propel a good top of Level 2 answer (6
marks) into Level 3, namely evidence of an effective effort to appraise the arguments put
forward.
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/“-- Examiner Comments
It is important to read the whole answer, because it contains a good
balanced discussion of the merits of different festivals. It is particularly
valuable, though, to look at the conclusion, where is summarises a
point made earlier, and which is an attempt at appraisal, albeit limited.
It makes the point that both Eid ul-Adha and Eid ul-Fitr highlight
common Muslim themes, such as bringing the community together
and there being a reward for sacrifices made.

This is something more than simply describing the reason why one
festival is important, and then the other - it is an extra bit of insight
that allows the candidate to conclude that shared values should be the
focus, and not what makes the festivals different, and it is this that
takes the answer into Level 3.
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Question 3 (a)(B)

This question asked candidates to outline two examples of Christian devotional activities.
Candidates interpreted this question very broadly, and included a number of activities that
are not always understood as being devotional, such as evangelisation. However, examiners
were instructed to award marks for answers about any activity that could be thought to show
devotion to God or to the religion. This would then include, for example, evangelisation as
well as Eucharistic adoration. In this way it was a very well answered question, and those who
lost marks usually did so for lack of development.

Although the question was interpreted broadly, it was important that the relationship to God
or religion was explicit.
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This is an example of an answer that gained just 1 mark because of two specific
opportunities missed to gain marks.

3 (a) Outline two examples of Christian devotional activities.

N ﬁ{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

Going to church is a devotional activity, and one that could have been
developed quite simply.

It is also possible to imagine that a family meal could be a devotional
activity, such as a fast meal on Good Friday, but in this case the link to
religion is not explicitly made and gained no marks.

'/ ResultsPlus
\\

) Examiner Tip
The first answer could have been developed by simply adding an
example of an activity that takes place in church, such as by saying
...because it is a good place for quiet prayer.
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This answer is included to illustrate for centres that a number of candidates offer just one
response to (a) questions. Given that this candidate seemed to have a good understanding of

an act of Christian devotion, it may be that they just failed to remember the need for two
responses to gain full marks.

3 (a) Outline two examples of Christian devotional activities.

-*\ \

N i{ ResultsPlus
/'--. Examiner Comments
The context of the answer is quite specific, to the commitment of nuns,

but the question did not restrict this to the devotion of the laity. So this
gained 2 marks.
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This answer includes both the more obvious understanding of a devotional activity and also
one that represents the broader interpretation of many candidates.

It gained 4 marks.

3 (a) Outline two examples of Christian devotional activities.

(4)

N
\( ( ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The first mark awarded here would simply be for the act of praying to
God. The development mark is gained by giving that context, such as
prayer as thanksgiving or prayer as worship.

In the second case, the work of evangelisation, or trying to convert
people to Christianity, can be understood as a sign of devotion, and in
this case the development is a supporting text from the scripture.

4\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

The use of scripture to develop (a) answers was quite rare, but it is
always a legitimate form of development provided the text is relevant

to the question and answer.
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Question 3 (a)(D)

This question asked for two features of Muslim birth ceremonies. Some of these are widely
known and common to almost all Muslims. But examiners were also told to check answers in
case the response was a little more obscure, or pertained to a particular culture, which
should also be rewarded.

The first mark was awarded for the feature, and this would usually be descriptive.
This was a well answered question.

These answers were quite general, and it was important for examiners to be certain about
the religious context, whether what was being described was 'ceremonial'.

3 (a) Outline two features of Muslim birth ceremonies.

< / ResultsPlus

/'--.'. Examiner Comments
In this answer, prayer from the Qur'an was accepted for 1 mark, but
with no development. It is a general answer, but certainly something
that would usually be part of the Muslim religious response to the
birth of a child.

The second answer was not accepted. The one word - cleansing - itself
conveys the very practical response to the birth of a child, but it would
have required more context about where, if at all, it fits into a religious
ceremonial within Islam.
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Occasionally candidates do try to develop answers but do not seem to have that extra bit of
knowledge or understanding to help, as is seen in the second response here. This answer
also illustrates the idea of 'reverse development'. The answer gained 3 marks.

3 (a) Outline two features of Muslim birth ceremonies.

(4)

I\ 7
\( ( ResultsPlus

/--.. Examiner Comments
The first response is developed. It is an example of reverse
development, where the feature comes after the development, but this
approach is always marked as correct. The feature here is the
whispering of religious texts into the child's ears, and the development
is that this means that the name of Allah is the first thing a child hears.

It will be clear from the second response that the candidate knew
there is a naming ceremony, but could not give the details of the
religious significance to gain the extra mark.

L
-
o

¥\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Just adding that Muslims are often given the names of key figures in
Muslim history would have gained the extra mark.
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This is an example of a 4 mark answer, and many answers did gain all marks, with candidates
having a good knowledge and understanding of the ceremonies.

T ey EE s mErEpe TV ¥R

3 (a) Outline two features of Muslim birth ceremonies.

N { ResultsPlus
/'--. Examiner Comments

Both these examples took a very common form - the feature is named,
which gains the first mark, and the explanation for why this happens
gains the development.

" \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip
The important thing about development is that it not only develops the
answer given but also, in its own way, responds to the question. Here
is an example of what would not work...

The parents usually rub dates on to the gums of the baby. Dates
are very common in the Middle East.

The feature gains the first mark, and the development does develop
the feature in a way, but it fails to answer the question because it
actually tells us something about dates, not about the ceremony.
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Question 3 (b)(B)

This question asked candidates to explain the significance of the design of a church building.
It was not very well answered, with many candidates scoring 4 marks out of a possible 6
because they gave a series of features which they explained briefly. There will be a couple of
examples here. Rarely did anyone manage to add depth of understanding, though some
certainly did.

This question produced the largest number of 4 mark responses of the entire paper.

(b) Explain the significance of the design of church buildings for Christians.

N { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
On reading this, the approach will be immediately apparent. There is
stained glass, which is there for this reason, there is an altar, again
there for this reason, there is a spire... and so on.

This approach does not allow the examiner to discern any deeper
understanding of the underlying theology of church design.
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This answer further illustrates the principle that no matter how many examples are given
with brief development, the maximum remains 4 marks.

(b) ‘ Explain the significance of the design of church buildirngs for Christians.
(6)
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N ﬁ{ ResultsPlus

/'--.. Examiner Comments
This answer mentions the external structure, the cross, the pulpit, the
lectern, the tabernacle, the font. Each time a good understanding is
shown of the significance of the feature. This would suggest that, had
the candidate taken a different approach, they could have scored at
the top of Level 2.
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A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
In the case of the tabernacle, for example, the description is good, and
so is the development where it explains briefly the Catholic Eucharistic
theology. For depth, this could have gone on to explain the idea of the
abiding presence of Jesus in the form of bread and wine, and how that
idea has significantly shaped the design of Catholic churches, where
the tabernacle often used to sit on the altar itself, and as the most
prominent feature, to celebrate this specific belief.
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Where candidates made an effort to offer an extra level of depth to their explanation, the top
Level 2 marks could be awarded. This answer gained 5 marks.

(b) Explain the significance of the design of church buildings for Christians.
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Examiner Comments

In this answer | would point centres to one area in the middle of the
answer where there is clear depth of understanding. It says that the
design features, which have been explained, are often designed to help
Christians feel closer to God and aware of his greatness and power.
This is a step better than saying something like, 'There is an altar, and
this is where the priest celebrates the Eucharistic rite' and is worth a
higher mark.
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Question 3 (b)(D)

This question asked candidates to explain why the design of mosques may differ from one
Muslim community to another. It did appear that fewer candidates were prepared for this
guestion than for some of the others, and the answers were often at quite a basic level, such
as a bigger congregation needs a bigger mosque. Where there was an attempt to get to grips
with cultural and social restraints, for example, this was duly rewarded.

There were only two simple ideas in this answer that could be fully understood. Reference
was made to teaching and miracles, but without further explanation this could not be
rewarded.

(b) Explain why the design of mosques may differ from one Muslim community
to another.

N { ResultsPlus
/---.. Examiner Comments

Marks were awarded for the different materials in different areas, and
the effect of climate - two simple ideas.
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There were many examples of 4 mark answers, with simply developed explanations, similar
to what was seen on the Christianity Paper 3(b).

(b) Explain why the design of mosques may differ from one Muslim community
to another,

K (6)
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_ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

What can be seen here are two developed reasons.

First there is location, developed with some simple examples of what
might make a difference. Then there is the matter of finance. Richer
communities can afford more ornate mosques, again with some
simple examples.
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In this example, the candidate makes a very good effort to look in more depth at underlying
principles, and this gained 6 marks.

(b) Explain why the design of mosques may differ from one Muslim community
to another,

 (6)
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« { ResultsPlus

/'--". Examiner Comments
As an illustration of depth of thinking | would point to the middle
section of this answer.

In some non-Muslim countries, mosques may have to be converted
buildings. This may be for financial and practical reasons, and because
the community is not a large one, but it may also be that some
features may be unwelcome, such as minarets, and there may be
opposition from the local council. At the end there is also a
consideration of two different countries, such as Qatar and Senegal,
and the obvious issues of wealth, but also the possible disagreement
about whether simpler mosques allow for greater focus on Allah and
on worship, and not on design.

This, then, shows an ability to focus on deeper underlying social and
theological issues.

W4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Simply - depth of understanding, not breadth, is the main element of a
higher Level 2 response.
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Question 3 (c)(B)

This question asked candidates to consider whether only those who have been baptised can
truly be Christians. It produced some very interesting discussions and some of the best
answers of the entire paper. This provides an opportunity to demonstrate the quality of
answer that is needed to achieve Level 4. Many answers focused on the question of whether
it was the moral life, or the observance of the ritual of baptism that was essential. Other
answers pointed to the idea of adult baptism, and whether those who wait until they are
baptised as adults are Christians in the meantime, and the significance of this question. All
such approaches were marked on merit.

International GCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 02 86



This first response is an example of a typical top Level 2 answer. This is often characterised
by developed arguments on both sides of the discussion and a summative conclusion.
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/--.'. Examiner Comments

This top Level 2 discussion, gaining 6 marks, looks at both sides. It
mentions baptism as a witness to repentance and faith. It also
discusses the significance of Jesus choosing to be baptised. On the
opposite side there is the idea of commitment to law and morality, and
the problem of denying the Christian title to anyone who cannot be
baptised but lives a good life. All this is developed. The conclusion is
simple and repeats ideas already found in the body of the answer.

Many top Level 2, 6 marks answers take this form.

T\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

A 'for and against' discussion, even when well developed, needs an
element of appraisal, and of some depth to the discussion, to extend
the mark beyond Level 2.
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Few candidates achieve Level 4 because this demands a response that is constantly
appraising ideas and developing chains of reasoning, and not everyone is able to do that.
This is a good example of an answer that does that, and gets to the heart of some of the key

issues raised by this topic.
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/“-- Examiner Comments
Perhaps the best place to start in reviewing this answer is the
conclusion which speaks of people connecting with their personal
faith, and of showing how this changes one's life, rather than the idea
of this being proven by a sacrament or ceremonial. This summarises
the quality of the discussion in this essay, including a discussion of the
idea of faith being an inward grace, which means that being a Christian
is open to anyone of any age who has that faith inside them. At the
same time, due weight is given to a differing view, including the
importance of infant baptism as a way of being rid of original sin and
that the very idea of Christianity may well be about being cleansed by
the fruits of Jesus' redemption.

.\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
What is key to the 9 marks given to this answer is that the personal
voice appears immediately, and it investigates the quality of arguments
throughout. It does not satisfy itself with saying, for example, Catholics
believe 'x' because, Baptists on the other hand believe 'y'... followed by
a conclusion that simply summarises.
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Question 3 (c)(D)

This question asked candidates to consider whether worship in the home is just as important
as worship in the mosque. This produced some fruitful discussions, not least about the
relationship between Muslim women and the mosque, and about the potential intimacy of
worship and the relationship with Allah, that can be achieved in the privacy of one's home.

These two examples help to highlight what takes an answer from Level 2 to Level 3, with one
6 mark answer and one 7 mark answer.

A good example of a 6 mark answer. It is important to compare this with the 7 mark answer
that follows, and to reinforce an understanding of the important difference that takes an
answer from Level 2 to Level 3. Many candidates could take this step with the correct
understanding of what is required.
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(c) “For Muslims, worship at home is just as important as worship in a mosque.”
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Discuss this statement considering the arguments for and against.
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/“--'- Examiner Comments
This Level 2 response presents a series of reasons for both points of
view. There is the importance of the ummah gathered in prayer, and
how worship in the mosque can be said to show greater devotion to
Allah. It also allows for instruction from the imam and a greater
understanding. On the other side, there is the value of personal
devotion, and the individual focus and deeper connection, and that
this shows strong love for Allah. The conclusion draws these ideas
together, but the there is no real appraisal. Both points of view have
value, and the candidate states that they choose one side of their
discussion.
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This is a Level 3 response, and realising why it gains Level 3 will help guide candidates to

attempt that extra discussion that will secure them the higher mark.
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/“--'- Examiner Comments
In many ways this is the same kind of essay as the 6 mark answer
earlier, with developed arguments for different points of view. But the
deeper understanding of the issues are raised on the second page, by
arguing for faith as a personal matter, and that it should not depend
on an assigned place where one can 'prove' one's faith to others.

This isn't something that the candidate then develops more fully, to
progress even to Level 4, but it is the bridge between Level 2 and Level
3.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
This answer is, if anything, shorter than the 6 mark answer. That is not
the point in assessing the reason it can gain the extra mark. It is all to
do with the candidate trying to highlight an idea that demonstrates the
ability to weigh-up the arguments, to find even a single insight that
goes beyond just a 'for and against' discussion.
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Paper Summary

The main lessons that can be learnt from candidate performance this year are as follows.

e |tis essential to read the questions carefully and, especially on (a) questions, to be clear
whether they are asking for beliefs or practices.

e Two developed responses are needed to gain 4 marks for an (a) question.

e On (b) questions, a long series of simple reasons will only gain up to 3 marks, and a long
series of simply developed reasons will only gain up to 4 marks.

e To gain the top marks in (b) questions, the candidates need to show depth of
understanding. This can be achieved, for example, with two fully developed reasons.

¢ In(c) questions, simple reasons may limit marks to Level 1 and simply developed reasons,
with just a brief summative conclusion, will only gain up to the top of Level 2 (6 marks).

e Questions that are marked using levels-based mark schemes are asking candidates to
show depth of understanding as well as breadth.

¢ In (c) questions, candidates should be encouraged to evaluate the quality of the different
arguments they present, and to indicate their own reasons why one side of the discussion
is more persuasive. This needs to be more than just a repeat of the arguments
themselves, but an attempt to appraise and evaluate the issues they have raised in their
discussion.

Many candidates seemed aware of these specific requirements, but a significant number
could have improved their mark if they had been focussed on the need to provide more
comprehensive development and an appraisal of the evidence.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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