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Waves
1
In the boxes, complete the drawing to show an example of each type of wave. Label the wavelength (for both waves) and amplitude (for the transverse wave).
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Longitudinal wave.
Transverse wave.
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2
Compare longitudinal and transverse waves by putting ticks in the boxes. Some statements apply to both types of wave.

	Description
	Longitudinal waves
	Transverse 
waves

	The wave carries energy from one place to another.
	
	

	The substance it travels through does not travel with the wave.
	
	

	The wave causes regular disturbances.
	
	

	The distance between waves is one wavelength.
	
	

	The size of the disturbance is the wave’s amplitude.
	
	

	The number of waves produced each second is the wave’s frequency.
	
	

	The wave causes peaks and troughs in the substance.
	
	

	The wave stretches and compresses the substance.
	
	

	Examples include sound waves.
	
	

	Examples include light waves and water waves.
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