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General Marking Guidance

e All candidates must receive the same treatment. Examiners must mark the first
candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the last.

e Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be rewarded for what
they have shown they can do rather than penalised for omissions.

e Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not according to their
perception of where the grade boundaries may lie.

e There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark scheme should be used
appropriately.

¢ All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Examiners should
always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark scheme.
Examiners should also be prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s response is
not worthy of credit according to the mark scheme.

e Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the principles by which
marks will be awarded and exemplification may be limited.

e When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark scheme to a
candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted.

e Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has replaced it with an
alternative response.



IGCSE Mark Scheme

Assessment criteria

Assessment criteria reflect the standard expected for IGCSEs. It will therefore not be
necessary for candidates to perform ‘perfectly’ in order to attract the highest marks
available in each grid. References to ‘standard’ should be interpreted in this context.

Major errors

These may include, for example, consistent mismatching adjectives and nouns, use of
inappropriate tenses and/or incorrect vocabulary.

Minor errors
These may include, for example, occasional omission of accents, slight spelling errors.
Awarding marks

Marks are awarded positively using the following assessment grids. The mark awarded
reflects the extent to which the task as a whole has been successfully communicated
and completed. To determine if a candidate should gain the upper or lower number of
marks in the box, it is important to refer to the boxes above and below. If the
candidate’s performance borders more on the performance of the lower box, then the
lower mark is allocated. On certain occasions, a candidate performance may require a
‘best fit” mark.



Question 1 — Translation into Greek (10 marks)

Marks are awarded using the following assessment criteria grid:

Transmission

Mark

The candidate will have been unable to translate the passage. There will be
very little or no rewardable work.

0-1

The candidate will have shown some very limited linguistic ability; however,
they will only occasionally use the correct vocabulary with good grammar and
structures.

2-3

There will have been a pedestrian translation containing many grammatical
errors and the wrong choice of vocabulary but the passage shows some level of
communication and also some linguistic achievement.

4-5

The candidate will have produced a competent translation to have gained
marks at this level. There will be some grammatical inaccuracies and some
wrong use of vocabulary but the language is well-communicated and there is
evidence of linguistic achievement.

6-7

The candidate will have produced an excellent translation. The language will
read well, and will also contain a variety of correctly-used structures,

vocabulary and idiom. There may be occasional grammatical errors.

Question
Number

Answer

Mark

1

H EA€vn eilval €ikooL ETWV Kal Twpa BplokeTol 0Tto SeUTEPO £TOC TWV
onoudwv tn¢ otn NopLkn XxoAr tou ZaviepAavt. ZUpdwva Pe tnv EAEvn,
n BopeloavatoAikn meploxn tng AyyAiag , Tnv onola €xeL emiokedTel
0PKETEG POPEG 0T TapeAOOV, Sev SladEpel TTOAU amod Tov TOMo
KOToywyng tne, tTnv Kumpo.

H EA€vn, mou katayetot anod tn Aepecod otnv Kumpo, npbe va ornoudaoel
OTO TTAVETILOTI L0 TOU ZAVTEPAQVT, OTaV 0 adeAPOC TNC ov epyaletal
o0Tto NLOUKAOTA TNG HIANCE yLa TV TTOAN. «XTNV apxn, Lou davnke Alyo
Tieplepyo To PEPOC, pLag Kal SV ou NTav oAU olkelo, aAAG UoTtepa
amno Alyo to ouvnBwoa.

M'vwploa moAAoU¢ avBpwroug am’ 0Ao Tov KOoWO Kal yivape ¢pilot. Twpa
pou apéoet n Lwn edw Kal oUTE To KPUO pe melpalet. To ZaviepAavt
elval pla opopdpn napabaldacaola mOAn oav tn Aspeco!».

(20)




Question 2 — Translation into English (10 marks)

Marks are awarded using the following assessment criteria grid:

Transmission Mark
Poor. The candidate has very little idea of what the passage is about and/or the | 0-1
translation is written in barely intelligible English.
Weak. Limited comprehension. The candidate appears to be relying on 2-3
inspiration and guesswork.
Satisfactory. The candidate has grasped the basic sense of the passage but is 4-6
never in total control of the meaning. There are likely to be many errors and
omissions, with carelessness and sometimes poor English.
Good. The candidate will have produced a reasonably accurate translation, with | 7-8
a little awkward English and some errors and omissions.
Very good/excellent. The candidate will have demonstrated a fluent command 9-10
of vocabulary and idiom. They will also have demonstrated a good awareness of
style, which makes the passage flow. At the lower end of the range there may
be one or two careless minor errors.
Question | Answer Mark
Number
2(a) Many guests and quite a few tourists also, who happened to be there by

chance, gathered to watch the weddings of 100 couples from Israel and
Russia, which took place in our city yesterday.

The happy couples accompanied by relatives and friends arrived by
boat at the port of Larnaca in the morning. The ceremony took place at
three in the afternoon on the beach. Even though the brides and
grooms came from other countries, after the ceremony, the newlyweds
ate the traditional “pastitsio” and danced Cypriot dances.

A resident of the city told us:

Other than the fact that a wedding is certainly something beautiful, the
whole event is particularly important because it links Larnaca with
happy memories. It shows that Larnaca is a hospitable city which has a
lot to offer to tourists”.

(20)




Question | Answer Mark
Number
2(b) An excursion to the mountain is always something pleasant, especially

during the summer months when the heat is often unbearable. To be
honest though, how many times do we visit this wonderful mountain,
Troodos, and fail to pay proper attention to the nature around us?
We hear the birds and we don’t know what they are. We are at the

heart of nature’s beauty and we spend our time shut up in a restaurant.

So, if we decide to step out for a stroll and enjoy nature, let us not
forget some basic things with regard to the protection of the
environment.

We pick up all our rubbish before we leave. We do not throw it on the
ground! We keep it until we find a bin.

We do not pick flowers! We buy them from a florist’s.

We do not disturb plants! Many of them are rare.

If we wish, we can take a photo of the plants and leave them in peace.

(20)




Question 3 — Writing (40 marks)

Marks are awarded for communication and accuracy and variety/interest, using the

following assessment criteria grid:

Communication

Objective

The ability to express ideas, facts and reactions relevant to a narrative, report or
description.

Communication

Mark

No language worthy of credit.

About a quarter of what is written will have shown the ability to express ideas
relevant to the narrative, report or description required. Overall, however,
there is little evidence of an ability to put ideas into a satisfactory sequence. As
a result, the piece on the whole contains a substantial amount of incoherence,
irrelevance or unaccountable digression.

1-5

At least half of what is written will have shown the ability to express ideas in a
form that is comprehensible to a native reader. There will also have been
evidence of the ability to put ideas into a satisfactory sequence. Though there
are likely to be many areas of incoherence, irrelevance, ambiguity or illogical
argument, these should not be sufficient to obscure the overall theme or
purpose of the whole passage.

6-10

At least three-quarters of what is written will have shown evidence of ability to
put ideas and events into a recognisable sequence. While there may still be
evidence of oddity, irrelevance, ambiguity or even occasionally incoherence,
these will have given the impression of having been aberrations in an otherwise
coherent and pertinent piece of work.

11-15

Notwithstanding any errors that do not interfere with the comprehension of the
passage, all of what is written will have been correctly sequenced and
unambiguous. The minor oddity or irrelevance may be tolerated in this range,
but should not detract from the overall picture of a confident, fluent, pertinent

and purposeful piece of work.

16-20




Accuracy and variety/interest

Objectives

To write with sufficient variety and interest to give a sensibly fluent account, report or
description which would give a native reader confidence in what one was saying and one’s
judgements in the situation.

To write with sufficient accuracy and sense of grammatical structure to give evidence of
clear understanding of the basic principles of the language and a solid foundation for
further study. To demonstrate a grasp of syntax, case, gender, predication, subordination
and co-ordination.

Accuracy and variety/interest Mark
No language worthy of credit. 0
About a quarter of what is written is correctly spelled. A substantial 1-5

proportion of the work contains errors of more than a single letter. There

will have been frequent errors involving common words. The candidate will
have observed case and gender only intermittently. The verb inflexions will
have been very insecure on a frequent basis. The vocabulary and structures
will have been barely adequate to have performed the task required. There
will have been little or no evidence of factual information or enhancement.

About half of what was written will have been correctly spelled. The 6-10
common words will have been generally correct, and most of the errors will
have been limited to a single letter/symbol. The vocabulary used and the
structures employed will have been adequate for the conveyance of the
intended meaning. The candidate may have attempted enhancement of
given facts or even more ambitious structures, though not always
successfully. The use of structures and vocabulary may be a little
conservative, sometimes repetitive, though relatively accurate.

About three-quarters of what is written will have been correctly spelled. 11-15
There will have been clear evidence of an understanding of case, gender,
tense/person even though lapses will be present. The candidate will have
used a variety of vocabulary, and may have made sensible use of attributive
adjectives, subordinate clauses, relative clauses, in a successful way. There
may also be evidence of idiomatic language.

Errors made will be confined to minor lapses. The candidate will have used 16-20
a wide range of vocabulary to avoid repetition and will have added interest.
The more difficult structures and idioms will have been successfully
employed.
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