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Paper 2H 
 
Example one: Candidate awarded grade C for paper 2H. 
 
 
Section A 
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Section B 
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Examiner’s comments 
In order to achieve a Grade C, candidates must display some degree of competence at 
Level 2 in the mark scheme. This means being able to write in paragraphs and describe 
events accurately or explain causation at a simple level. 
 
This candidate shows a reasonable overall grasp of the two units for which s/he was 
prepared for Section A. There are some factual errors but the general level is competent 
and suggests understanding. 
 
Question B5 was rather better answered and made up for some of the weaknesses 
revealed in earlier questions. The candidate scores full marks on (a) because the sources 
were read carefully and the tone of the writers taken into account. The same approach 
is evident in the answer to (b). In (c), the candidate clearly uses own knowledge to 
explain references in the source but goes off the point to discuss Stresemann and fails to 
consider in depth any alternative interpretation. 
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Example two: Candidate awarded grade A for paper 2H. 
 
 
Section A 
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Section B 
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Examiner’s comments 
In order to achieve a Grade A, candidates must perform consistently at Level 2 and show 
some understanding at Level 3, which requires explanation as opposed to description.  
 
Most answers to the two questions in Section A were at Level 2 and those that were not 
were marginal Level 3. On a number of occasions, e.g. 8 (e), the candidates scored full 
marks. 
 
In question B5, the candidate produced a good Level 2 answer to (a) and Level 3 answers 
to both (b) and (c). In both of these questions it is essential to consider the sources in 
the context of own knowledge. The candidate does this in both instances but could have 
made better use of the four sources in (c), in which answer there is too heavy a 
dependence on own knowledge. 
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Example three: Candidate awarded grade A* for paper 2H. 
 
Section A 
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Section B 
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Examiner’s comments 
It is not necessary to score the very highest marks in order to achieve a Grade A*, 
although of course high marks are needed. This candidate showed all round competence 
in both Section A and Section B. The answers to question 11 and 31 are almost perfect. 
The candidate writes very effectively at good Level 2 throughout. There is clear focus on 
each question and knowledge is well marshalled. 
 
In question B7 (a) there is clear reference to the tone of the sources in addition to the 
content. This guaranteed a Level 2 (the highest) mark. There is particularly good use of 
quotations from sources to support the answer. The answer to B7 (b) goes straight to the 
point, focussing on the key aspects of the advertisement and relating those to own 
knowledge of the period. In B7 (c) there is a confident, well-constructed argument which 
tackles the question head-on. 
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Paper 3 
 
 
Example four: Candidate awarded Grade C for Paper 3. 
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Examiner’s comments 
As in Paper 1F, candidates can achieve Grade C by reaching Level 2 which requires 
description. The candidate scored three marks in (a) by carefully studying the source and 
relating it to the question. In (b), there was insufficient own knowledge for the answers 
to reach Level 2. However, the answer to (c) showed that the candidate could use 
sources and own knowledge effectively to describe aspects of the Vietnam War. 
 
In (d) the candidate describes some changes that took place in the use of aircraft in 
warfare in the twentieth century. This is clearly a Level 2 answer and usually the mark 
awarded in such cases will be the mid-point of the level. 
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Example five: Candidate awarded Grade A for Paper 3. 
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Examiner’s comments 
The main differences between this script and the previous one come in questions (c) and 
(d). The first two questions show the same strengths and weaknesses as the Grade C 
script, but the second two questions show significant differences. In (c), the candidates 
focuses more clearly on the demand of the question to explain, and links this to the 
terrain and the successes of Mao in China. This in turn is an important use of own 
knowledge. It is important to note that answers to these questions are relatively short 
and that therefore candidates need to be concise. 
 
In (d), the candidate shows understanding of change and also of reasons for change. This 
moved the answer into Level 3. The answer was not comprehensive but it showed greater 
understanding than the previous script. 
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Example six: Candidate awarded Grade A* for Paper 3. 
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Examiner’s comments 
This script scored three marks in (a) but then showed elements of own knowledge in the 
answer to (b) which moved both sections into Level 2. The answer to (c) showed a very 
good understanding of the nature of warfare in Vietnam and could easily have been 
awarded Level 3 eight marks. 
 
The answer to (d) is a very good example of a Level 4 response to this question. The 
candidate focuses clearly on the demands of the questions and explains change. There is 
good coverage of aircraft in the twentieth century and some excellent detailed 
references to support the argument being put forward. 
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Coursework (component 4) 
 
 
Example seven: Candidate awarded Grade C for Coursework.  
 
Assignment 1 Question 1 
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Assignment 1 Question 2 
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Assignment 2 
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Examiner’s comments 
This candidate wrote confidently throughout both assignments. In question 1 of 
Assignment 1 (AO1), there was clear understanding of the demands of the question 
although the approach tended to ‘describe’ changes to the economy rather than the 
effects of economic change on Prussia. In question 2 there was again a clear focus on the 
question but the candidate tended to rely on a chronological account rather than try to 
isolate distinct factors.  
 
In Assignment 2 (AO2/3), the candidate worked confidently at Level 2 throughout, but 
was restricted in some questions, e.g. 4, by a failure to make effective use of the 
sources. Candidates must make use of sources and own knowledge if they are to reach 
Level 3. 
 
Overall, the candidate showed good general knowledge and achieved a good Grade C. 
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Example eight: Candidate awarded Grade A for Coursework.  
 
Assignment 1 Question 1 
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Assignment 1, Question 2 
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Assignment 2: The Road to War 
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Examiner’s comments 
There are marked differences between the work of this candidate and that of the Grade 
C assignments. In AO1 question 1 of Assignment 1 (AO1), the candidate clearly links 
economic change to its impact on Prussia and also compares Prussian development with 
that of Austria. In question 2 the candidate isolates several key factors in Prussian 
unification and avoids the trap of relying on a chronological account. The conclusion was 
particularly effective. 
 
In Assignment 2 (AO2/3) there is some evidence of Level 3 at various points, although, 
again, the candidate could have made better use of the sources. Overall, this assignment 
was significantly weaker because there is too much reliance on own knowledge. Had the 
AO2/3 assignment been more effectively answered the candidate would have achieved a 
Grade A* on this paper. 
 
 
 
 
 



IGCSE History (4380) Exemplar candidate responses 68

 
Example nine: Candidate awarded Grade A* for Coursework.  
 
Assignment 1 Question 1 
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Assignment 1, Question 2 
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Assignment 2 
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Examiner’s comments 
Assignment 1 (AO1) revealed a very mature approach to both questions. In question 1 
there is a clear and consistent focus on the effects on France. In effect, the candidate 
takes the question set and investigates the extent and seriousness of the problems and 
even begins to look for explanations. This goes beyond the demands of the question and 
ensured a very high mark. The response to the second question was equally mature and 
well organised. A series of factors is isolated and reviewed and then finally linked 
together in the conclusion. 
 
In Assignment 2 (AO2/3), there is consistent use of sources and own knowledge which 
ensured that the candidate achieved a high Level 3 mark overall. Even so, there could 
have been better use of the sources in question 4 and this accounted for the failure to 
award Level 4 for that question. 
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