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Introduction
Paper 2 is the Reading and Writing component of the new International GCSE with the first

assessment in 2019. The paper constitutes 50% of the total marks for the International GCSE whilst

the total mark for the paper is 80, with 40 marks for the reading comprehension and 40 marks for

writing. The assessment is through a 1-hour and 45-minute examination with the paper set by

Pearson Edexcel and externally marked by examiners.

The paper assesses reading and writing skills in separate sections across five topic areas:

- Home and abroad

- Education and employment

- Personal life and relationships

- The world around us

- Social activities, fitness and health

The reading section comprises the first five tasks where candidates are required to convey their

understanding of written German through a series of reading tasks, each based around a collection

of short texts or a longer single text.

The writing section comprises three tasks, two writing tasks and a third grammar-based task

which has been introduced for the first time in the new International GCSE examination.
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Question 2 (a) 

This second task is a multiple-choice gap-filling exercise with 1 mark available for each section.

For Q02(a) candidates had to identify that 'läuft ... gar nichts mehr' in the text is a negative

expression and that the word needed to complement 'Ohne Internet ist das tägliche Leben...' was

'schwierig' (J).

Candidates found it quite difficult to choose from the large number of adjectives on offer.

The answer is correct.

An excellent response.
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The answer is incorrect.

The chosen answer 'einfach' is the opposite of the correct answer

'schwierig'.

Candidates should read very carefully all the possible answers and

work out exactly what they mean.
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Question 2 (b) 

The key expression in the text for Q02(b) was 'preiswertes Online-Shopping'. Candidates had to

understand that a synonym for 'preiswert' is 'billig' in order to complete the sentence ('Online-

Urlaubseinkäufe sind ...) correctly.

The answer is correct.

An excellent response.

The answer is incorrect.

The answer should have been F.
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Question 2 (c) 

'In den letzten Jahren ist diese Hobby für viele zum Beruf geworden.' was the key phrase which

candidates had to understand in order to choose the correct adjective to complete the phrase 'Seit

zehn Jahren bloggen mehr Leute ...'. This proved quite difficult for a number of candidates who

would often choose the answer L (als Hobby) instead of B (beruflich).

The answer is correct.

There is only one valid answer in the box. The candidate had

considered the possible answer 'als Hobby' but ultimately chose the

correct one.

The answer is incorrect.

The answer should have been B.
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Question 2 (d) 

The correct answer for Q02(d) had to be worked out from the section: 'Egal ob Mode, Ernährung,

Sport oder Reisen: Es gibt kein Thema, zu dem man nicht einen passenden Blog finden kann.'

Candidates had to realise that the passage talked about various topics and that the correct choice

from the list of answers was M (zahlreiche). The more successful candidates dealt well with this

question.

The answer is correct.

An excellent answer.

The answer is incorrect.

The candidate chose the opposite of 'zahlreiche', namely 'wenige'

which was not the correct answer here.
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Question 2 (e) 

For Q02(e) candidates had to understand that 'gratis' is a synonym of 'kostenlos' in order to answer

the question correctly. The adjective was identified by the most successful candidates but least

successful candidates were often not able to score a mark here.

The answer is incorrect.

The answer should have been I.

The answer is correct.

The candidate was able to work out that 'gratis' is a synonym of

'kostenlos'.
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Question 2 (f) 

Q02(f) targeted the last sentence of the text 'denn die Besten verdienen Millionen im Jahr'.

Candidates had to connect this sentence to 'Erfolgreiche Blogger verdienen ...' with the answer

being G ('gut'). The most successful candidates were able to make this connection.

The answer is incorrect.

The candidate seems to give two answers. The first answer counts and

K 'kostspielig' was incorrect.

Candidates should not put two answers inside the box.

The answer is correct.

An excellent answer.
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Question 3 

The third task is a multiple-choice question where candidates have to choose the correct person or

persons for eight statements. A row can have one, two or three ticks or no ticks at all.

The topic was about where people live and three persons talked about living in a town, the

countryside and in a small town.

The response scored 7 marks.

Allthough all correct answers are ticked, the candidate ticked more

than eight answers. Therefore the first eight will count which does not

include the correct last tick.

Candidates should only tick eight boxes.
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The candidate scored 6 marks.

The candidate ticked two boxes in row E which does not apply to any

of the persons in the text. There is no mention of not being able to

shop well in the text.

Candidates should be familiar with the concept that whole rows might

not need a tick.
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Question 4 

Question 4 is based on a literary text which consists of a short, adapted extract from an authentic

source appropriate to this level. Candidates have to give short answers to prompts in German.

There are 10 marks available for this task.

The text in this year's examination was an extract from the novel by Daniel Kehlmann 'Die

Vermessung der Welt' about the life of the mathematician Professor Gauß. The literary text is

targeting, in particular, levels 6 and 7.

The answers in this sample are perfect.
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The answers are short, concise, often one-word responses which do

not contain additional words which would render the answers

incorrect. Examiners expect candidates to pinpoint exactly what is

required rather than copying whole sentences that do not show

understanding of the text.
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The answers in this section are perfect.

An excellent response.
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This is a typical response for candidates who found the most complex questions in this exercise

more of a challenge.
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In this sample the candidate has given incorrect answers for sections

4(c), 4(d) and 4(h). A number of candidates struggled with the word

'vorbei' which meant that they were unable to work out that a negative

word was needed for Professor Gauß's mood after reading 'Seine gute

Laune ist jetzt vorbei.'.

Quite a number of candidates ignored the word 'von' in Q04(d) and

therefore came up with an incorrect answer.

The word 'Gefühl' was not very well known and candidates often gave

stated what Professor Gauß was doing rather than how he was feeling.

For Q04(d) candidates should read the prompt carefully. It contains

two words 'geweckt von'. Candidates often ignored 'von' and gave a

time rather than the person.

Teachers should teach a wide range of vocabulary to do with feelings,

activities, places and timings in order to prepare candidates for the

prompts in Q04.
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This is an example of a candidate who has produced a good response to this question.
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There are four incorrect answers here. Q04(c), 4(d), 4(g) and 4(i).

The answers for Q04(c) and 4(d) are similar to those in the previous

sample.

The answer to Q04(g) was not allowed as the response contained extra

material which is not relevant to the answer.

For Q04(i) an incorrect person was chosen. This was not unusual as

candidates identified that Professor Gauß was meeting someone but

failed to see that he met other scientists rather than his family.

Candidates should make sure that they keep their responses as

precise as possible in order to avoid confusion.
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Question 5 

Q05 is based on an authentic German text with questions in German which require candidates to

answer in German. There are 10 marks available for this task.

For this examination series the text for Q05 was based on a student exchange, how to prepare for it

and advice of what to do once on the exchange.

This is the most complex text in the reading section and targets levels 8 and 9.

This sample is a quite a good attempt at Q05 with 7 out of 10 marks.
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1 mark was withheld for Q05(b) as the candidate answerd a 'man'

question with 'ihr'. The first line is also an untargeted lift from the text.

However the second answer for Q05(b) has been awarded a mark.

In Q05(d) 'seine' has been misspelt but that did not affect the mark.

The first answer for Q05(e) is incorrect in this section.

1 mark was withheld for the second part of Q05(g) as 'die Wartezeit' is

not specific enough. This could be waiting before returning home.

If the subject in the question is 'man', the answer should also start

with 'man' and the verb needs to be put into the correct form.
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This is a near perfect response to Q05.
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The candidate has answered the questions with the correct subject

pronouns and there is no ambiguity in the answers. A mark was

withheld for Q05g as 'die Wartezeit ist auch lang' is not specific

enough.
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A perfect example.
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An excellent response.
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This is a typical response from a less successful candidate who nevertheless has a good grasp of

the text. However the answers at times are not precise enough.
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The candidate received 1 mark for the second part of Q05(b). Although

the verb form was not manipulated the ending of 'erlebt' works for the

subject in the question 'man' and so the candidate can be credited for

this. The first part of the question was not manipulated and answering

a 'man' question with 'ihr' is not correct.

In Q05(c) the mark was withheld as the first element counts and the

first element is the wrong answer. The second element is correct

though.

Q05(d) is wrong. For this section, candidates needed to read more

than one sentence to come up with the correct answer.

Q05(e) has been answered well.

In Q05(f) the first element counts again and 'nur redet' is an

imperative and untargeted lift from the text which does not answer

the question with the subject pronoun 'man'. The second part of the

answer would have been correct.

For Q05(g) there was no credit given as the whole section did not

make sense.
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Candidates should answer questions with the correct subject pronoun

and verb form.

The first element (or in the case of a question where 2 marks are

available the first two elements) count. Candidates should be concise

rather than hedging their bets.
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Question 6 

Q06 is the first writing task where candidates are asked to write 60-75 words, including four

prescribed words or short phrases.

Candidates are being assessed in two sections:

1) Communication and content (5 marks)

2) Linguistic knowledge and accuracy (5 marks)

In the examination for this series the topic was holidays with the four bullet points being:

- Hotel

- Reise

- letztes Jahr

- gespielt
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The response uses all four bullet points and is written without much

ambiguity. For Communication and content the candidate refers to

all four bullet points without ambiguity and gives some detail with

opinions. The response is developed with effective adaptation of

language to describe, narrate and inform. 5 marks awarded.

The Linguistic knowledge and accuracy side of the response is a

little less successful as the candidate makes a couple of major errors

with 'gebliebet' and 'ich lieder ... zu blieben'. The candidate has used

different time frames correctly, eg 'war', 'haben ... gegessen', 'ich

liebe...'.  4 marks awarded.

Candidates should be very careful with their verb constructions,

making sure that tenses are correct, especially past participles. For

example, 'wir sind ... geblieben' is a commonly used construction but

not always used successfully.
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This is a good response which includes all bullet points.

Communication and content: The candidate has communicated all

bullet points clearly (which is helped by the underlining of the bullet

points). The candidate has used language effectively to describe,

narrate and inform with opinions and justifications being expressed

effectively. 5 marks awarded.

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy: The candidate uses

predominantly accurate structures with successful references to more

than one time frame, e.g. 'ich bin ...geflogen', 'ich fühlte mich...', 'das

moderne Hotel hat ...'. 5 marks awarded.
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Underlining the bullet points is a good way of ensuring they have all

been included in the task.

This is a response from a less successful candidate where all bullet points are referred to but there

is some ambiguity.
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Communication and content: The response contains a mixture of

ambiguous and clearly communicated sentences although clear

communication does predominate. The candidate is at times able to

adapt language effectively in order to describe and narrate ('die Luft

war ziemlich sauber'/ 'das Meer war schön') and is able to express

opinions. There are, however, several sections which do not

communicate well ('zuerst um Gepäck zu gemacht', 'Basketball auf das

Meer gespielt'). 4 marks awarded.

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy: The candidate uses some

accurate grammatical structures ('Die Reise war...') but many time

frames are not expressed correctly ('Ich ... gegehen', 'ich

...angekommen'), often not using auxiliaries when writing in the

perfect tense. Errors cause some ambiguity and lack of clarity. 3 marks

awarded.

Candidates should make sure their tenses are correct, using both

auxiliaries and past participles when writing in the perfect tense.
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Question 7 (a) 

Q07(a) is the first of three possible longer writing tasks candidates can choose from. Candidates are

asked to write between 130-150 words in response to the question, addressing four bullet points.

Candidates are being assessed in two sections:

1) Communication and content (10 marks)

2) Linguistic knowledge and accuracy (10 marks)

In Q07(a) candidates were asked to write an email to their German friend about food, considering

four bullet points:

- wie du morgens vor der Schule frühstückst

- was du gerne als kleines Kind gegessen hast

- warum man gesund essen sollte

- welches Essen du in Deutschland probieren möchtest.
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The response covers all bullet points and received 8 marks for Communication and content and

9 marks for Linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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The candidate gives detailed information relevant to the question and

topic with some extended sequences of writing but also examples

where the writing does not communicate, eg 'Traubenbäume'.

Linguistically, the candidate has manipulated a variety of grammatical

structures with some complex structures (Man sollte gesund essen,

um fit zu bleiben.) There are successful references to past, present

and future time frames.

Candidates should make sure that they include all bullet points.

Separate paragraphs for all bullet points is helpful when determining

what has been written.
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The response achieved full marks for both Communication and content and for Linguistic
knowledge and accuracy.
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The candidate shows an excellent ability to express ideas in a logical

sequence. The response is coherent, confident, fluent, pertinent and

purposeful.

Despite some errors in capitalisation, the candidate displays an

excellent range of vocabulary and grammatical structures with secure

use of different tenses.

The candidate has written the response as an email which followed

the instructions of the task. Although candidates are not penalised if

they do not set out the response as an email, it underlines the

purpose for writing.
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Question 7 (b) 

Q07(b) is the second of three longer writing tasks candidates can choose from. They are asked to

write between 130 and 150 words, addressing four bullet points.

Candidates are being assessed in two sections:

1) Communication and content (10 marks)

2) Linguistic knowledge and accuracy (10 marks)

In this examination Q07(b) candidates were asked to write about their family, considering the

following bullet points:

- wie du dich mit deiner Familie verstehst

- was du letztes Wochenende mit deiner Familie gemacht hast

- warum Familie oder Freunde für dich wichtiger sind

- wie deine ideale Familie in der Zukunft aussehen wird.
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The response includes all four bullet points and received 8 marks for Communication and
content and 8 marks for Linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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The candidate is able to communicate detailed information relevant to

the question and topic with extended sequences of writing. However,

there are several passages which did not communicate and prevented

the candidate from being placed in the top box ('ich will viehraten...',

'Oma liebt nähe die Wand').

Linguistically, the candidate is able to manipulate a variety of

grammatical structures including some complex structures. ('Wir

haben alle gekocht, sogar mein Vater.')

Candidates should be careful when writing beyond the recommended

word length. This can lead to time pressure and the likelihood of more

mistakes and non-communication is higher.
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The response covered all four bullet points and received 8 marks for Communication and content
and 8 marks for Linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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The candidate is able to give detailed information on all four sections

of the task. There are some extended sequences of speech where

language is used creatively to express and justify indivdual thoughts

and opinions (eg beginning of the third papragraph).

The response displays a variety of grammatical structures with some

variety of complex structures. There are some minor mistakes

(especially endings) and a couple of major mistakes which do not

affect the overall meaning ('Ich würde drei Kinder.'). Tenses are

generally secure.

Answering sections in the order they appear in the question paper

helps to make the answer coherent and fluent.
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Question 7 (c) 

Q07(c) is the third longer writing task candidates can choose from. They are asked to write between

130 and 150 words, addressing four bullet points.

Candidates are being assessed in two sections:

1) Communication and content (10 marks)

2) Linguistic knowledge and accuracy (10 marks)

In this exammination candidates were asked to write a report about the environment considering

the following bullet points:

- welche Umweltprobleme es in deiner Gegend gibt

- was du und deine Schule letztes Jahr für die Umwelt gemacht habt

- warum wir alle etwas für die Umwelt machen sollen

- wie öffentliche Verkehrsmittel in der Zukunft sein sollen.
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This is an excellent response which received full marks for Communication and content and for 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy.

IGCSE German 4GN1 02     47



The response shows an excellent ability to express ideas in a logical

sequence. All bullet points have been addressed in a purposeful and

coherent way and only the word 'Strauß' at the end does not

communicate as intended.

The candidate displays an excellent range of vocabulary throughout

the entire piece of writing where every expression has been carefully

thought through. The use of tenses and complex lexical items is

secure ('dann würden wir nicht so auf Autos angewiesen sein.')

Consideration should be given to the exact meaning of the bullet

points and how they can be addressed successfully.
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The candidate attempted all four bullet points but not all ideas would be easily comprehensible to a

native speaker. The response received 6 marks for Communication and content and 7 marks for 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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The candidate attempted to cover all sections of the task and the

overall purpose of the theme is clear. However, there are instances

when words are missing or in English ('biodegradable') and the reader

has to work out what is meant ('Ausserdem gibt es in meiner Gegend

viele Autos und mehr Unterschied.').

The range of vocabulary and grammatical structures are mainly good

('um Abgase zu reduzieren.') despite some inaccuracies.

At the end of the examination candidates should read through the

written task to make sure all sentences make sense.
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Question 8 

In this grammar-based task candidates are asked to change the words in brackets so that they fit

correctly into the sentences. This involves the need to manipulate for example verbs, adjectives or

nouns into their correct form. There are 10 marks available for this section.

The text in this examination dealt with the topic of media.

The candidate received 2 marks for section Q08(d) and Q08(f).
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Despite a valiant effort only two answers were correct. The candidate

had manipulated the words but mainly not correctly. For example in

section Q08(h) the form needed to have an 'umlaut' to be classified as

correct.

Candidates need to read each sentence very carefully in order to work

out what the correct forms should be.
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The candidate achieved 8 marks for this section.
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This was a good response from a successful candidate with only

section Q08(a) and Q08(e) being wrong.

Looking into adjectival endings before plural nouns in nominative case

would help to improve this score.
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A perfect 10!
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The candidate achieves full marks and we can see how they have

worked out the correct answers.

Candidates might find it beneficial to write next to the answer how

they have worked out their answers.
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Paper Summary
This has been a succesful first examination of the new International GCSE with many candidates

producing excellent work throughout the examination.

In order to improve further, candidates should read all questions and texts carefully before giving

their answers.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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