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Introduction
General Comments

This was the first of the latest generation of International GCSE papers and the first of the 
Certificate in Geography papers. The only significant departure from the previous generation 
of International GCSE papers in Geography was the greater emphasis on fieldwork which 
now has a section of its own on the paper. This section, C has four 25-mark questions 
each assessing the full investigation sequence. Candidates answer two of the four and in 
the main, had been very well prepared for this task. It does appear that not all candidates 
understood this restricted choice of question; a few answered either 7 and 8 or 9 and 10. 
The rubric required 7 or 8 and 9 or 10. This was the paper's only real rubric offence. There 
was the very occasional instance where a candidate attempted all or nearly all questions.

The candidature was of a similar size to that of 2013 but it was particularly encouraging 
to note the rise in both the percentage mean(approximately 2%) and in the proportion 
of candidates achieving grade A (approximately 3%). This can be largely attributed to 
the generally positive manner in which candidates responded to the new fieldwork questions 
and to the generally better use of case study material made by candidates in answering 
the later longer items in questions. It is pleasing that this concern in the 2013 report has 
been addressed effectively by centres. More specific detail related to the actual named 
example and relevant to the question set was a feature of this years' scripts. The greater 
number of Level 3 responses, especially on the 9-mark finale items and the existence of a 
significant number of very high-scoring scripts (i.e. 150 plus marks) can be attributed to 
the improved application of knowledge and understanding. Many of these responses were 
within the allotted answering space. There is little evidence that producing answers in 
excess of this adds a great deal to final scores. Clear and concise responses to answer the 
question set are to be encouraged. 

An analysis of question choice reveals a similar pattern to that of previous years. Questions 
1 (River environments) and 3 (Hazardous environments), and Questions 4 (Economic 
activity and energy) and 6 (Urban environments) were clearly the most popular options in 
Sections A and B respectively. Question 5 (Ecosystems and rural environments) was far less 
popular than Question 2 (Coastal environments). In the new Section C more candidates 
opted for rivers fieldwork (Question 7) than did for coastal fieldwork (Question 8) whereas 
Questions 9 (energy fieldwork) and 10 (urban fieldwork) were of very comparable 
popularity. The Global Issues section of the paper, D, again saw approximately half of the 
candidates choosing Question 11 (Fragile environments). Question 13 (Development and 
human welfare) was the least popular choice in this section.
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Question 1 (a) (ii)
This was universally answered correctly with candidates successfully recognising the lake, 
the clouds, ground water and the sea on Figure 1 as stores of water.

Lake was probably the most popular of the four stores shown 
on Figure 1. The term, store was not used on the diagram or as 
a key item so it appears that candidates were familiar with the 
idea of the hydrological cycle as a system of transfers between 
stores. 

Examiner Comments

The sea is a store of water though not the candidate’s main 
choice, possibly because of its positioning on Figure 1 though 
a little surprising given that most candidates identified the 
transfer as run-off and the run-off is shown as into the sea. 
Again, good recall of the concepts of store and transfer from 
prior learning.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (a) (iii)
This item provided a degree of both access and discrimination. Most candidates managed to 
gain the initial mark for the basic idea of a repetitive 'roundabout.' Better answers included 
ideas of global circulation and a closed system. Second marks acheived consistently.

This is a basic 1 mark answer typical of many candidates. The 
answer lacks precision, development and any hydrological 
terminology.

Examiner Comments

This answer with its reference to “closed” and “never leaving the ... 
stores” and “constantly moving” is an advance on the other example 
offered, meets mark scheme criteria and is worthy of maximum marks. 
The naming of hydrological processes adds specificity to the answer. 

Examiner Comments

Refer to command word of “suggest” and maximum credit 
available always seek to develop answers adding relevant 
detail and points of explanation where possible!  

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b) (i)
This was surprisingly badly answered for a term stated in the specification. Too many 
candidates confused the term with long profile or hydrograph. Some referred broadly to 
channel variables and some made no mention of discharge. Fieldwork questions apart, 
each (b)(i) item was a definition. This was one of the lowest scoring definitons questions on 
the paper.

This is an example of a not untypical response 
where the candidate was not really familiar with 
the term, regime. There is not even a mention of 
discharge let alone its ‘normal’ pattern of variation 
through the year. The candidate has completely 
missed the point so zero was the only mark 
possible. 

Examiner Comments

Knowledge of geographical terms is an 
essential part of this specification as is the 
ability to demonstrate understanding of 
such terms.

Examiner Tip

Whilst not a classic textbook definition of river 
regime, it closely approaches one and includes the 
key ingredients of discharge fluctuations, annual 
and seasons. As such, it warrants both marks.

Examiner Comments

Named terms in the specification will be 
assessed and it may be good practice to 
commit textbook definitions of them to 
memory in order to ensure that there 
is sufficient clarity for the award of the 
second mark. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b) (ii)
This appears to be a linked question where marks depend upon some credit being gained 
in (b)(i). Some candidates managed to gain marks for generic responses on contributory 
factors e.g. precipitation, vegetation cover, urbanisation, geology ... and some development 
marks without offering a clear-cut definition of regime in (b)(i). Those who did offer 
maximum mark definitions in (b)(i) tended to have little difficulty in gaining full or nearly 
full marks in (b)(ii). A valid factor stated was worth 1 mark and with its development into 
how discharge/the regime could be affected resulted in the award of a second mark. 

The only creditworthiness in this response 
is the identification of one valid factor i.e. 
rainfall. Unfortunately, it is not developed 
so as to make the link to discharge. The 
candidate’s second response about lag 
time clearly comes from their study of 
hydrographs. It is good geography but not 
strictly relevant to a very focussed question.

Examiner Comments

Know your terms and understand 1+1 
marking rule i.e. 1 for stating and 1 for 
developing.

Examiner Tip
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This response received maximum marks because both factors, 
though both climatic are valid. Both are then developed 
warranting the award of second marks in both cases. In 
fact, temperature is developed in two ways - snow melt and 
evaporation. The latter is linked to discharge. There is certainly 
sufficient outlining of the process for the award of the both 
development marks.

Examiner Comments

Develop your factors so that the ‘how affected’ in the 
question is addressed.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (c)
The specification refers to watershed and channel network among others as features of 
a drainage basin. Some candidates took this interpretation of the question and provided 
accounts of basic features, especially watersheds, tributaries, source and mouth. The 
physical features of a drainage basin are also a required case study in which candidates 
are likely to study relevant landform development as well as basic features such as channel 
networks. Consequently, some candidates took this interpretation and went on to produce 
some excellent accounts of such landforms as waterfalls, V-shaped valleys and meanders/
ox-bow lakes. The latter approach did seem to prove more profitable in terms of marks, 
perhaps because of the very nature of each of the two types of feature. Nevertheless, the 
item generally scored well with some candidates offering one feature from each type e.g. 
watershed and waterfall. Many candidates gained full marks. 
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There were a considerable number of responses which followed these lines. 
The candidate has adopted the second approach to answering outlined in the 
general introduction above. They identify two landforms - meander/ox-bow 
and waterfall and in each case, provide a thorough explanation in both text 
and diagrammatically of their formation. The sequenced diagrams for both 
features certainly add to the quality of the answer. The answer is within the 
allotted space and clearly of 3+3 marks. There is process in the answer and 
the “explain” command has clearly been met. 

Examiner Comments
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This is an example of an answer where the 
candidate adopted the first interpretation of 
drainage basin features and went for watershed 
and channel network as per the specification. 
Their response merely describes in brief terms 
the feature and they never get into explanation 
e.g. how it works; why it develops ... The 
mark awarded is not entirely the result of their 
interpretation of the question; it is possible to 
develop their start into explanation. Unfortunately, 
the diagrams offer little to the answer. 

Examiner Comments

Know the meaning of and follow the 
command word. Consider carefully the 
choice of feature so that the command 
word can be met.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (d)
Candidates on the whole did well on this question with most being able to offer the causes 
of river pollution. The better answers included a range of explained causes that included 
supporting factual information, often in some detail and with some place-specificity but from 
various places. It was pleasing to read that many realised that location was key, both of the 
river itself and of how far the river site was from its source. Many candidates responded to 
the prompt to "use examples- including fieldwork" by detailing their fieldwork methodology 
rather than their findings to discuss the reasons for varying water quality. Most responses 
were of a generic nature and very few had a case study to offer. Responses became vauger 
down the mark range.
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This was considered to be a mid-range Level 3 response. 
A range of salient facts and features are presented which 
meets the “discuss” command word. The principal reason 
for low water quality offered is urbanisation and its 
contributory mechanisms are reasonably well explained. 
The response has sufficient reference to location e.g. 
urban southern China, high altitudes ... though there is no 
specificity or a named example of a river which may have 
helped it reach the top of Level 3 (although specific examples 
are not a requirement to do so). The candidate has a sound 
grasp of the reasons for varying water quality and the sources 
of river pollution as per the specification and is deserving of a 
Level 3 mark. 

Examiner Comments

A concluding sentence along the 
lines of the very apt opening 
sentence may have rounded the 
answer off a little better. This is 
sound quality GCSE work - the 
candidate knows the reasons.

Examiner Tip

This is a good example of a Level 2 response to this 
item. They do little more than state a few basic reasons 
why lower course river water tends to be more polluted. 
There is little or no development of these reasons 
- agrochemicals, sewage, oil, and no examples or 
reference to location. References to fish and sediment not 
developed so no further marks.

Examiner Comments

Develop your answers e.g. why do 
agrochemicals worsen water quality ? 
develop the very valid surface run-off 
point !

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a) (i)
The vast majority of candidates seemed to understand the meaning of southerly longshore 
drift and were able to identify supporting evidence from Figure 2 e.g. build-up on northern 
side of groynes; more sand deposited to south ... The item did challenge some and it was 
not the highest-scoring opening item on a question.

At this opening stage of question 2 the word “upward” 
is acceptable for northern side. The candidate clearly 
understands that sediment is being transferred from 
north to south. Their answer is correct.

Examiner Comments

Use geographical language wherever 
you can.

Examiner Tip
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This is a full answer for 1 mark. The candidate’s second point 
is spot-on with regard to the mark scheme and worthy of the 
mark. The first point about the sand dunes is a little less clear-
cut; it is arguable that dune formation has helped by LSD 
helping to provide a sand supply.

Examiner Comments

Clear, succinct answers like this are good practice.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a) (iii)
This item based on Figure 2 and about the idea of conflicts of interest along a stretch of 
coastline did provide the degree of access it should do at this early stage of the question 
but also a degree of discrimination. There were a range of 1 mark answers where either the 
conflicting groups or the nature of the conflict were not made clear, and a range of 2 mark 
answers where both aspects of the task were clear. Some did fail to comprehend the nature 
of coastal conflicts and concentrated their responses on supposed links between hotels and 
coastal erosion; many of these responses received no credit.

There is a valid point being made here but it is not expressed as a conflict of 
interest i.e. developers versus environmentalists because one believes in ... 
and the other ... The answer given is a merely a statement of environmentalist 
belief. One side of the conflict has been articulated in the question - owners 
of the golf club wish to build a large hotel, whereas environmentalists wish to 
protect the environment by stopping pollution. (1 mark) Question requires a 
more specific conflict link to the hotel development for 2 marks. 

Examiner Comments

Always try and answer the question set directly! 
“Suggest one conflict” should have led to 
environmentalists object to ..... because .... and 
this conflicts with .....

Examiner Tip
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This not particularly well expressed answer was chosen as an 
example because of the way in which the candidate actually 
uses Figure 2 to compose their answer. The conflict is implicit 
i.e. local residents versus developers but the point of conflict 
well founded. Worthy of both marks.

Examiner Comments

Examiners like you to use the information they have 
provided.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b) (i)
For a named term in the specification this was generally answered very poorly. Some 
candidates seemed quite unfamiliar with the term and for many weathering and examples 
of it, especially freeze-thaw were as far as their answer went. Only the better answers 
included weathering and mass movement, and referred to 'normal' Earth's surface physical 
processes such as wind, run-off ...

Reference to “weathering” and “top of 
cliff” provides a good starting point for 
the answer but does not constitute a 
full definition of the term. This is a good 
example of a 1 mark answer.

Examiner Comments

(b)(i) items requires definitions of 
key terms. IT is important to be able 
to define and apply the knowledge of 
geographical terms.

Examiner Tip

This is quite a comprehensive response for 
a 2-mark question. There are the generics 
such as “physical processes not in the sea” 
as well as reference to weathering and 
mass movement and some of the processes 
they entail e.g. freeze-thaw; roots; gravity. 
There is a comfortable 2 marks here.

Examiner Comments

This is a rather wordy definition but 
definitely worth full marks. Equally a 
short, concise response would gain full 
marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b) (ii)
Given that 80% of the A grade above candidates scored 0 or 1 on 2bi, it was not surprising 
to find many weaker response to this item asking for some explanation as to how Earth 
surface processes affect cliffs. The outline answer was clearly that they speed up retreat 
but not all candidates associated sub-aerial with cliff face. Many included marine processes 
and cliff foot erosion in their answer. Better answers did refer to exposure to wind and rain, 
weathering activity, gravity and mass movement, often slumping.

The first way offered by the candidate includes 
“mass movement,” its effect on “rate of cliff retreat” 
and some process i.e. “gravity causing slumping.” 
This is well worth 2 mark and its succinctness 
makes it a good example. The two way offered is 
less fullsome - a valid element is given as is “faster 
rate” but process is not here ! “Battering” is not 
enough for the second mark. The second way is 
a clear 1 mark only. The overall answer worth 3 
marks.

Examiner Comments

Outline means that some explanation 
needs to be attempted ! The second 
way offered needs developing in this 
direction.

Examiner Tip
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The candidate does not really answered the 
question; there are no ways offered e.g. no mention 
of weathering. There is, however, some attempt to 
answer the end part of the question i.e. how they 
“affect the rate of cliff retreat.” Mention of “huge 
impact/encouraging/quicken” is worthy of some 
credit i.e. 1 mark. The second answer is at best, 
vague and repetitive. There are no further marks 
here.

Examiner Comments

Recommend knowing at least two 
sub-aerial processes e.g. physical 
weathering; slumping ... and some idea 
of how they work.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (c)
This was generally well answered with the formation of headlands and bays being a popular 
choice. Some referred to concordant and discordant coastlines and most were able to apply 
aspects of geology, even if only hard and soft rock to their answers. There were answers 
where the focus was on general formation and there was too little reference to how geology 
affected the formation process.
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There were a large number of answers along these lines. A diagram 
showing a discordant coastline of hard and soft bands of rock followed by a 
reasonable explanation of differing rock resistance to coastal erosion. The 
formation and resultant nature of the two distinct landforms are appropriate 
for the award of 3 + 3 marks.

Examiner Comments

Put named hard and soft rock types on 
the diagram.

Examiner Tip
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This is a rather short and simple answer but sufficiently along the right lines to 
creep beyond basic marks for landform identification. The fundamental link between 
headland-hard rock-high resistance and bay-soft rock-quicker erosion is made in 
outline and is enough for 2 + 1 marks (not 2 + 2 for a mere mirror image !). To get 
greater reward process is needed.

Examiner Comments

Well developed annotated diagrams can achieve full-
marks. Put some geology on the diagram and perhaps 
extend the coastline to the right.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (d)
As one would hope that this end of the question, the item generated a variety of quality of 
response though overall it was pleasing to note the number of candidates who achieved at 
least Level 2. The majority of answers made clear references to case study material with a 
wide range of examples. The key words in the question were "how" and "threatened" so that 
the best answers addressed the processes by which development caused coastal ecosystem 
damage. Weaker answers merely stated that they are damaged by this or that activity or 
they looked at effects generally on ecosystems rather than threats.



26 International GCSE Geography 4GE01

This response has good range. The threats to three types of coastal ecosystem - 
coral reefs, sand dunes and salt marshes - are addressed and there is reference to 
fieldwork findings. The source of threats to these ecosystems is well done and there 
is much material on human-induced damage but the answer does leave scope for 
strengthening the “how” i.e. actual process (which is why this is not a top Level 3 
response). The nature and demands of the question has been well understood by 
the candidate. The question asks for “ecosystems” and this approach is more apt 
than the case study response on one type of ecosystem say, St. Lucian coral reefs. 

Examiner Comments

Check whether the key words are in the singular or the plural

Examiner Tip
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Question 2d_1048218_0360_600038346_012.png

This response has an air of generality about it even 
though it is referenced to a location, presumably 
the site of fieldwork. There is adequate mention 
of human impacts and of damage to the natural 
world but it tends to descriptive, rather superficial 
and pays little attention to the nature of coastal 
developments that lead to these impacts. Which 
ecosystem is being referred to ?  

Examiner Comments

Reference to a specific named ecosystem as 
per the specification e.g. sand dunes would 
have aided the answer. The question refers 
to “ecosystems” - reference to more than 
one would have helped.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a) (ii)
The vast majority of candidates answered correctly as 'plates' or 'tectonic plates.' Those 
offering plate margin or some other derivation of plate received no credit.

Simple ‘plate(s)’ suffices without the addition of 
tectonic. 1 mark awarded

Examiner Comments

The ability to define Geographical 
terminology and apply the related  
understanding will be assessed in different 
parts of the examination paper.

Examiner Tip

This answer gives the full term for 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

Know your terms! The geographical language in the 
specification will be tested.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a) (iii)
This Figure 3-based item tended to be done well. Most candidates managed to gain at 
least 1 mark for extracting and presenting relevant information from the map. There was 
generally implicit understanding that plate boundaries with their earthquakes and volcanoes 
are hazardous places. Many candidates provided supporting material e.g. nature of 
boundary movement; complex plate boundary location ... and received the second mark.

This is a full answer for 2 marks. The candidate 
points out the multiple boundaries and outlines 
how earthquakes happen at destructive boundaries. 
There is a comfortable 2 marks here. Figure 3 has 
well read and referred to.

Examiner Comments

Perhaps it is better to put direct information 
from the Figure first i.e. the 4 plates and 
their boundaries before introducing your own 
knowledge and understanding. It answers 
the question better and has a certain logic 
about it.

Examiner Tip
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A rather confused and ill-expressed answer which 
upon scrutiny does have some geographical merit. 
There are plate names offered and the idea of 
plate movement and vibration is introduced. These 
are worth the initial 1 mark. Beyond that there 
is no credit. “Constructive” and “crush” seem to 
contradict; the plate boundaries shown are not 
constructive!

Examiner Comments

Always try to make full use of the information 
given! There is relevant information on 
Figure 3 which has not been extracted by the 
candidate e.g. meeting place of a number of 
plates...

Examiner Tip



International GCSE Geography 4GE01 31

Question 3 (b) (i)
Most candidates acquired the first of two marks, often for addressing the "disaster" aspect 
of the definition. Candidates were able to write out loss of life, injury, property damage, 
economic costs ... Some were also able to make clear that "natural" referred to causation 
and the distinction between natural environment processes and human causation; this often 
was the source of the second mark where candidates obtained maximum marks.

The candidate indicates that the cause is 
environmental (taken as natural!) and that 
disaster refers to destructive impacts on people 
and settlement. Both words in the term are 
addressed appropriately and the response 
worthy of both marks.

Examiner Comments

Where the term to be defined is double-
barreled e.g. natural disaster, rural 
accessibility ... you do right to ensure that 
both words are dealt with.

Examiner Tip

This is a clear 1-mark definition. The idea of 
“disaster” has been covered but there is nothing 
about “natural” other than the word being re-
stated.

Examiner Comments

Please address the meaning of both words 
in definitions of double-barreled terms e.g. 
natural disaster, rural accessibility ...! 

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b) (ii)
This was a very well answered item. Candidates as ever were very familiar with a range 
of reasons why, despite the risks, people tend to live in hazardous environments, often 
volcanic. The classic benefits afforded by volcanic areas frequently appeared but many 
offered more personal motives, including inertia.

There are not two full/well-developed reasons give here so maximum 
marks was not considered appropriate. The second reason (i.e. 
ignore the risk because infrequent but stay informed) was considered 
sufficient for 2 marks. The first reason was considered less clear and 
valid i.e. what “benefits ?” “high wages” vague and from where ? Need 
to expand on ‘outweighing the risks’. The award was 1+2=3 marks.

Examiner Comments

Try to be as explicit as possible! The first reason could 
easily have turned from a 1-marker into a 2-marker 
if the candidate had talked about where the increased 
income came from ie. visitors guides.

Examiner Tip
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This is a fairly typical full mark answer where the candidate offers 
and sufficiently develops two standard reasons why people live near 
volcanoes. There are better 4-mark answers but the candidate does 
sufficient by way of development to warrant both second marks. 2+2 
= 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you develop your reasons into full, explicit 
ones. The second reason is only just sufficient for 2 
marks e.g. fertile volcanic soils (rich in minerals) raise 
crop yields is fuller.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (c)
This was an item that had very mixed responses. Most candidates were able to identify 
two characteristics of a tropical storm but the request to explain certainly differentiated 
candidates. Some gave detailed accounts of how storms form and/or why the identified 
characteristic is a feature. Other answers were either descriptive or showed a lack of 
understanding. Diagrams were often drawn and also varied from the poor to a correctly 
annotated tropical storm cross-section. 



International GCSE Geography 4GE01 35

The text shows in-depth understanding of the fairly complex 
processes involved in storm formation. The diagrams add little 
to the quality of the answer. Storm characteristics are clearly 
recognised and explained. This ia a 3+3=6 mark answer.

Examiner Comments
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Two valid characteristics are identified - very strong winds and 
high precipitation which equates to 2 marks. Beyond that there 
are only a few references that constitute valid explanation 
e.g. 75 mph winds ... A second mark for characteristic 1 was 
awarded. The rest is either superfluous or wrong.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (d)
Candidates tended to be very successful on this item; it was on average the highest scoring 
9-mark finale item on the paper. Most candidates actually addressed the question set, 
frequently included case study material and were able to make clear a factor or two behind 
the differing impacts of hazard events in LICs and HICs. The better answers, many of whom 
received maximum marks explored the differences in prediction-preparation-response and 
linked these clearly to contrasting levels of economic development. 
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This answer lacks specificity and focus. It tends to deal too much 
with describing hazard impact and pays too little attention to the 
link between economic development, a country’s ability to cope 
with hazard events and hazard impact. There is some case study 
material but it is not entirely relevant or used well to answer the 
question set. The response was limited to a middle level mark 
because of the above shortcomings.

Examiner Comments

It is important to identify the key words in the question 
and ensure that they are the focus of the answer.

Examiner Tip
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This is a good answer (top of Level 3) of which 
there were significant numbers. There is 
comparison between HICs and LICs in terms of 
hazard event impact and their respective capacity 
to predict-prepare-respond. Case study detail, 
storms and earthquakes is used to support the 
relationships. 

Examiner Comments

This is a good example of how to write 
a longer answer. Answer the question 
directly early on, deal with relationships 
and generalisations before using your case 
studies in support.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (a) (ii)
Nearly all candidates found this item very straightforward given that they had correctly 
identified solar radiation in the previous item. Many appropriately referred to open space 
and exposure to sunlight.

This type of statement based on proper use of 
the phtograph in Figure 4 was very typical and 
worthy of the mark.

Examiner Comments

Use the figures!

Examiner Tip

Another form of words to the 
previous example and again fine for 1 
mark.

Examiner Comments

Questions based on the first early resources 
in each question were targeted at D/E level 
therefore being accessible to the majority, if 
not all, candidates.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (a) (iii)
Generally well answered by the vast majority of candidates. Many defined renewable as 
their advantage and realised that such sources tend to initially be expensive or inefficient in 
the sense of energy produced. There were very many 2 mark responses. 

The candidate offers at least one valid advantage 
i.e. “reused”/ “never run out” for 1 mark. There is 
no need to ponder over the validity of “efficient for 
the environment.” With regard to disadvantage, 
the idea of construction time is perhaps implicit 
and valid for that mark. 1+1= 2 marks. 

Examiner Comments

Respond to the command 
word, ‘explain’ and the precise  
number/type of explanation 
required.

Examiner Tip

Two short and appropriate statements. Both valid 
and worth 1 mark each.

Examiner Comments

Short statements like these are 
fine for 1 mark.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (b) (i)
This term/definition item did confuse some candidates. Most seemed to know the four 
sectors referred to in the specification and realised how their importance changed 
with economic development (item 4biii) but some failed in this item to identify them 
as employment sectors. Confusing statements about the economy rather than simple 
statements about different categories of job/work were too frequent.

This is a good answer worthy of both marks. The 
candidate starts by referring to employment type 
for 1 mark and then goes on to give illustrated 
examples from the sector model for a second 
mark. 

Examiner Comments

Learning and applying defintiions 
are a key skill.

Examiner Tip

This answer fails to get over the job classification 
idea that lies behind the different sectors; a 
division of the economy is not enough for a mark. 
1 mark was given for naming of the sectors.

Examiner Comments

Be specific and clear. Avoid 
being vague.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (b) (ii)
Most candidates were comfortable with the terms, tertiary and quaternary and were able 
to come up with at least one contributory factor to the growth of these activities, especially 
technology development and wealth. Adequately developing these factors into full and valid 
reasons tended to be the discriminator. Some scored modestly because they focused too 
much on the decline of primary and secondary activities rather than offering the positive 
reasons for the expansion of the service sector. However, generally the item was answered 
quite well.

The first point raised by the candidate is a weak 2 marks i.e. more demand-
service provision-retail employment missing the prosperity/enough goods already 
factor. The second point about high pay is dubious about the whole service 
sector; there are other valid benefits of service sector work. High pay may apply 
to say, quaternary. This second point was awarded 0 particularly if the first point 
is given 2 marks. Overall, the answer is worthy of 2 marks.  

Examiner Comments

Be explicit and accurate ! Omissions (e.g. greater 
wealth in 1.) and loose language (e.g. clean, safe 
working environment rather than high pay in 2.) can be 
costly in terms of marks.  

Examiner Tip
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This candidate offers two valid factors i.e. technology and learning and then 
extends their answer to indicate the actual role that each factor plays in the 
growth of these activities, including named examples. It is a clear 2+2 = 4 mark 
answer.

Examiner Comments

This is a good example of how to answer these ‘give 
two ... for 4 mark’ items. Identify the factor for 1 mark 
then develop it so as to make clear its role for the 
second mark.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (b) (iii)
This was generally well answered with the majority of candidates showing sound 
understanding of the order of sectoral change as per the Clarke-Fisher model. There were 
a variety of approaches when it came to illustrating these sectoral changes, including a 
historical timeline-case study approach where dates were quoted for a named country 
(e.g. Wales, Malaysia) and a statistical approach where changing sectoral percentages 
were quoted. The better answers were very clear about the reasons that drove the sectoral 
changes. Weaker candidates focused on defining the sectors and how they changed over 
time, often told as a story. Some candidates actually drew the Clarke-Fisher model.     

There is valid material offered by the candidate 
but the account is partial. The full sequence 
starting with primary dominance is not 
given. They quote percentages but there is a 
general sketchiness to the answer which is not 
compatible with Level 3. The answer was put at 
the top of Level 2 (4 marks) because it offers 
the broad pattern of sectoral change.

Examiner Comments

Address the command word - description 
can contextualize and is given some 
reward but explanation - partial for 
Level 2, but appropriate explanation is 
required for Level 3.

Examiner Tip
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This is a full answer that goes straight to the top of 
Level 3 (6 marks). The candidate makes a good start 
by focussing from the outset on the wording of the 
question. It highlights the link between a country’s 
progression through the various economic stages 
and what happens to sectoral employment. Primarily 
though, it explains why the sectors change. 

Examiner Comments

Using appropriate examples 
and detailed factual information 
reinforces understanding  of 
process and pattern

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (c)
This is a case study item as per the specification. Some candidates offered good case study 
detail e.g. South Wales, East London, Consett. These were suitable examples that had 
experienced de-industrialisation and so allowed the candidates to write about its causes 
and consequences as the question intended. These candidates scored well as their answers 
dealt with why the area needed to be redeveloped. Those who wrote about the regeneration 
activities scored less well on the grounds that that was not the question. Other weaker 
answers were either generic with no place information or looked at why developments are 
taking place in LICs ( e.g. shanty towns), ignoring the description, de-industrialised. 
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This is a well explained case study of the decline of 
heavy industry in South Wales and covers causes 
and especially, consequences e.g. unemployment. It 
explains why it has become an appropriate place for 
re-imaging and regeneration as well as offering some 
detailed knowledge and some detailed knowledge 
of the region with reference to improvements being 
undertaken. This is Level 3; 9 marks awarded.

Examiner Comments

Important to determine/identify  what 
needs to be discussed in such questions

Examiner Tip
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This is a satisfactory answer but lacks the depth and 
correct focus to go beyond Level 2. It makes a few 
relevant points e.g. poverty, suitable location... which 
receive credit but too much of the answer is about the 
redevelopments themselves not why they took place. 
The spatial reference is East London but the case study 
knowledge is fairly superficial. This is a typical Level 2 
response (5 marks).

Examiner Comments

Use case study knowledge to answer 
the question set rather than merely 
regurgitate the case study material that 
can be recalled.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (a) (ii)
This was very well answered. Very few candidates failed to recognise that crops were being 
irrigated. Those that did often confused the irrigation with crop spraying.

This definition of irrigation is as acceptable 
as the term itself.

Examiner Comments

Generally better to know your terms but this 
longer answer was creditable because we did 
not specifically ask for a term.

Examiner Tip

The correct geographical term - 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

Knowing geographical language pays off!

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (a) (iii)
Most candidates were able to identify at least one relevant way. Acceptable responses range 
from a single word/phrase e.g. GM crops to a sentence.

All the ways (there are four!) stated are relevant and sufficiently 
clear for the award of a mark. Max. of 2 marks given.

Examiner Comments

The use of greenhouses is a relevant way or method so 
warrants a mark. Intensive farming was not considered 
to an approach (ie an approach employs methods) as 
opposed to a method itself. The mark scheme did not 
credit it. 1 mark awarded in total.

Examiner Comments

Be specific and direct as possible.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (b) (i)
Few candidates gained full marks because accessibility was rarely seen as it should have 
been in terms of service provision. The question was looking for a response along the lines 
of whether rural dwellers have access to the type of services available in urban areas. There 
were plenty of 1 mark responses along the lines of remoteness/access to towns but services 
rarely got a mention.

This is not a good definition but the idea of “travel” and 
“urban environment” bring something to the notion of 
accessible and remote villages. 1 mark was awarded.
If the answer had been reversed e.g. travel from .... to 
urban (services) it would have been worth 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

Use the marks available as a 
prompt.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (b) (ii)
There was clear grasp of the characteristics of rural environments and most candidates 
scored well on this item. The characteristics offered ranged from the traditional features 
such as lower population densities and farming to the more modern such as rural broadband 
developments allowing teleworking from home. The discrimination often took the form those 
offering list-style answers and those able to develop the characteristic.

The candidate offers two valid characteristics 
(2x1 mark) but there is no development to earn 
second marks.

Examiner Comments

Give examples wherever you can. Remind 
the candidates of the requirements of the 
command word ‘Outline’ - detailed development 
of the characteristic or an attempt to explain 
why, likely to be partial.

Examiner Tip

The two valid characteristics (2x1 marks) have 
been developed, hence, 2x2 marks. In each case, 
the candidate has tried to answer ‘because’ or ‘so 
what’ after stating the characteristic.  

Examiner Comments

Ensure characteristics are described not just 
stated on “outline” questions.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (b) (iii)
Some candidates did confuse specific rural change with rural-urban fringe but many did 
have understanding of what has been happening in rural settlements, both remote and 
accessible ones. There were some good accounts of counterurbanisation and the new 
economic activities in accessible villages, sometimes named. The impacts of technology 
allowing people to live in the countryside and work from home or set up rural businesses 
using internet broadband communications were well explained by some. Equally, some 
candidates were well aware of the changes in farming that have led to depopulation and 
service reduction in remote villages. Some candidates did have grasp of case study level 
detail for named settlements but generally answers were more generic.

This is a generic account of a series of changes occurring 
in accessible rural settlements in HICs i.e. transport, 
broadband, tourism, conservation, farm diversification ... 
It is accurate, wide-ranging and sufficiently explanatory 
to be a Level 3 response (6 marks).

Examiner Comments

Reference to examples (in the sense of 
named villages and specific changes) 
may help your answer.

Examiner Tip
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The last sentence is a rather edges of urban areas than 
pure rural, it’s not comtemproary but has happened. 
The first point about counterurbanisation and its two 
consequences is well made, albeit brief. The tourist is less 
so but nonetheless valid. It is a Level 2 response at 4 
marks.

Examiner Comments

There is scope for improving this 
without the addition of further 
activities or names e.g. explain terms: 
counterurbanisation and commuter 
dormitories.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (c)
This tended to be the most poorly answered of the nine 9-mark finale items on the paper. 
Many answers were vague and few candidates reached Level 3. Candidates, on the whole, 
showed a reasonable understanding of the terms, biotic and abiotic and their elements but 
tended to struggle how the living were affected by the non-living- i.e. how they do or do not 
interact/influence one another, for the better or worse. 

Temperate grasslands, especially the North American Prairies and tropical rainforests were 
the most popular choice of ecosystem, usually at biome level. Better answers often gave an 
overview of the components of the ecosystem and then referred to impacts and adaptation 
rather than true interrelatedness eg grass growth adapting to the Prairie climate; sunlight 
and rainfall affecting Amazonian trees. Very few candidates discussed decomposition, 
nutrient cycling or energy flows though some did unwisely venture into threats from human 
activity. 
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This is a mid-Level 3 response. It does have a sense of 
linkage throughout but lacks some detail in explanation 
to gain the final mark. Key components of the temperate 
grassland biome are there (e.g. grass, chernozems, bison, 
farmers) and there are some actual real relationships 
given with some development in support. It does answer 
the question.

Examiner Comments

Precise, detailed explanation of 
relationships and, better still 
interractions, is good at Level 3.

Examiner Tip
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A good choice of ecosystem and a sound description 
of its biotic and abiotic components. However, there 
is very little about the links between these two sets of 
components which was the gist of the question. The 
reference to desertification has little relevance. It was just 
Level 2 on the grounds that the components are quite 
well done and there is a hint of linkage between them.

Examiner Comments

Focus on the demand of the question - 
Discuss how one affects another.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (a) (i)
Most candidates were able to extract an acceptable feature of the modern housing from the 
background of the photograph. 

This was a frequent response that was credited with the 1 
mark.

Examiner Comments

Study the figures carefully.

Examiner Tip
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Another very frequent response giving the type of 
housing. 1 mark awarded.

Examiner Comments

Read the Figures carefully!

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (a) (ii)
Generally, very well answered item. Many candidates gained both marks for two actual 
observations with the remainder getting at least one correct characteristic.

Two correct observations from the 
foreground of the photograph. 2 marks 
awarded.

Examiner Comments

If the question asks for characteristics shown in 
Figure 6 then to gain reward it has to be identified 
from the Figure not a generic characteristic of that 
feature or form. Indicate/locate the characteristic 
you are identifying on the photograph.

Examiner Tip

Two valid observations about this particular 
settlement as shown on the image. 2x1 
mark.

Examiner Comments

This was a skills item with the marks being for 
reading the image rather than for recalling the 
characteristics of shanty towns generally.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (b) (i)
Responses varied as to what is meant by urbanisation. Some candidates offered the 
expected definition but too many either wrote vaguely about urban growth or gave a key 
cause of urbanisation i.e. rural-to-urban migration as the definition

This is not explicit or precise enough 
for both marks. Urbanisation is about 
population increase and neither “growth” 
or “increased in-migration” guarantee that! 
This is 1 mark only.

Examiner Comments

Know your terms precisely. They are all stated 
in the specification.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (b) (ii)
The majority of candidates demonstrated clear understanding of the factors affecting 
urbanisation though reference to "rate" e.g. increasing, decreasing ... was not always 
addressed. Answers mostly referred to rural-to-urban migration and birth rate increase and 
so related to increasing urbanisation. Few responses related to decreasing urbanisation 
e.g. rural development. There were many push-and-pull model answers with the factors 
frequently well developed. Generally, this item was well done. 

A push-and-pull model answer. An 
example is given of each but there is no 
development nor any indication as to how 
the rate of urbanisation might be affected. 
It is a 2 mark answer in total with 1 + 1 
awarded.

Examiner Comments

There are several indicators that this question 
requires two extended points- the command word 
is “outline”, the lines are numbered and more than 
one line is provided for each prompt. Make sure 
candidates are aware of these cues so that they do 
not miss out on marks.
The 6/7 word answers here are clearly not enough 
to achieve full marks.

Examiner Tip



66 International GCSE Geography 4GE01

This is an excellent answer well worth 2 + 2 
marks. There is evidence that the idea of rate has 
been picked up in the piece on natural growth. The 
candidate offers two well explained basic drivers in 
urrbanisation.

Examiner Comments

Note the word, rate. Factors should be 
linked to it as in this candidate’s part 1.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (b) (iii)
Rural-urban fringe geography tends to be familiar to candidates. Most connected to the HIC 
demand though some unfortunately, referred to LIC cities such as Nairobi and Rio de Janeiro 
and their squatter settlements. The HIC city accounts, often of Southampton, Cambridge, 
Manchester and Brussels were generally good accounts, referring to the development of 
retail parks, science parks and housing on greenfield sites and with the reasons related 
to limited space towards the centre of cities and the greater accessibility of the rural-
urban fringe. The better answers included named specific developments, good locational 
knowledge and strong explanation. 

This is a Level 3 response. The candidate writes about aspects of 
CBD areas that put developers off, offers specific named out-of-town 
developments and some explanation of the reasons behind their 
development and location. 

Examiner Comments
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The candidate has a sketchy outline of the subject 
only. It is correct as far as it goes but it lacks 
substance. Developments and reasons need 
introducing. I’m afraid it doesn’t get out of Level 1 
(2 marks).

Examiner Comments

Develop the points made; what sort of 
companies are attracted to HIC city edges? 
why is space and cost important; how far 
is communication important?

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (c)
Candidates generally showed a sound understanding of urban land use distribution. Many 
were able to present case studies of a named city e.g. Manchester, London, Zomba .. which 
clearly referenced the various zones of land use and reasoning behind the distribution 
and gained Levels 2 and 3 marks. Level 3 was awarded where candidates analysed and 
explained the pattern. HIC cities tended to be more frequent.  Some answers were entirely 
generic and descriptive, often based on the Burgess model and lacking any place-specificity 
despite the declaration of a city name on the top line. Some other candidates discussed the 
distribution of socio-economic groups though not all relating this distribution to land use 
distribution.

A rather generalised account of land use distribution 
under the banner of Bristol. There was not enough 
place-specificity to constitute a case study or to reach 
Level 3. The land use pattern described is broad and 
superficial but does have some credence and accuracy 
as a general description of land use across a city. Level 2 
(6 marks) award.

Examiner Comments

Detailed case studies are what are 
needed at this stage of a question.

Examiner Tip
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d.

This is an excellent answer about the pattern of land 
use distribution across Manchester. There is reference to 
a theoretical model, to named city areas, to locational 
detail and to genuine reasons behind the distribution. It 
is highly thorough and analytical and a clear example of 
a Level 3 maximum response (9 marks).

Examiner Comments

This is what case study-based 
responses should look/read like!

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (a) (ii-iii)
Candidates generally understood the demands of this aspect of fieldwork and gave clear 
responses to both items. However, those candidates who had done actual fieldwork did tend 
to distinguish themselves from those who had been limited to virtual fieldwork, especially 
in terms of method detail (7aii). Most were able were able to describe what the instrument 
was used for e.g. measuring depth and width but some did not know how it was used to 
collect this data. Those describing the method in a step by step way gained the higher 
marks. Item 7aiii generated a wide variety of responses with the usual emphasis on risk 
factors. Some did recognise the importance of data quality in site selection. Generally the 
responses were reasonably good but explanation/development of the factor to gain the 
second mark was sometimes lacking.    

Item ii - a good answer in which a methodical step-by-
step approach has been adopted. The methodology is 
precise and explicit and uses good fieldwork practice.
Item iii - again, a good answer gaining maximum marks 
for two valid and well-developed factors, safety and 
representativeness. 

Examiner Comments

Applied fieldwork knowledge is best 
when it’s methodical and clearly 
developed.

Examiner Tip
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Item ii - well explained fieldwork methodology. It is 
apparent that the candidate has done their fieldwork on 
rivers and is applying their experience directly here. Not 
enough about the metre ruler itself other than its use in 
conjunction with other kit for the award of more than 1 
mark. 
Item iii - maximum marks (2+2) for the appropriate 
elaboration of legality and safety as site selection 
factors.

Examiner Comments

Do answer the question precisely 
as set; achievable marks in ii not 
gained because of this !

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (b) (i-iv)
These later stages of an investigation post-data collection were generally done well with 
some candidates scoring higher than elsewhere on the paper. The actual versus virtual 
fieldwork split in the candidates was apparent, especially in b(iv). It was apparent that a 
number of candidates had prepared diligently and were able to apply successfully their 
knowledge and understanding in this section of the examination paper.

In b(i) the graphs were for the most part accurate though some were challenged by the 
task of plotting two sets of data and a site letter. The better graphs were scattergraphs with 
sites marked on a best-fit line or combined bar and line graphs with sites on the Y axis and 
the two X axes labelled with the data. Some graphs were either overly complex graphs or 
plotted only one data set or showed careless or no axis labelling or lacked clarity of plotting. 
B(ii) was generally well understood by the candidates most of whom were able to offer 
some justification for their choice of diagram. Some answers were more along the lines of 
a description of how they constructed their diagram rather than a justification of diagram 
choice.The concept of a conclusion (eg in biii) was not familiar to all candidates.

Level 3 conclusions reveal a clear understanding of the data and and make specific 
reference to it in identifying trends, patterns, variations and inter-relationships.Some 
candidates merely described the results by reiterating the figures without coming to any 
distinct conclusions. However, what was encouraging was the way in which some candidates 
linked this data analysis to their hydrological knowledge and understanding of river long 
profiles and of fluvial terms and processes. Generic responses tended to dominate item iv. 
Many candidates referred to repetition, averaging and sampling and too few to evaluating 
the fieldwork method. More focus on data collection technique weould have raised the 
marks where 2 or 3 out of 4 was very common.    
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Item bi - Excellent graph well worth maximum marks. A line graph with the 
sites marked on the line is the best technique for this data. Axes and labelling 
spot-on.
Item bii - A clear and well-written range of standard reasons which match the 
characteristics of the graph drawn. Maximum marks.
Item biii - A series of simple observations on a variable by variable basis 
using the data in the table. No data was quoted nor were inter-variable 
relationships. The application of fluvial processes in an attempt to explain 
relationships was helpful. However, “conclusions” were not really Level 3 
quality. Top Level 2 (4 marks) awarded.
Item biv - Awarded 2 marks as the answer amounted to one well-developed 
refinement i.e. repeat and average. 

Examiner Comments

Conclusions need to be a synthesis of the whole data 
set and verified.

Examiner Tip
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Item i - Maximum marks awarded because bar charts accurately drawn and 
they do work as a technique but a line graph with sites marked on line a better 
technique for showing correlation and trend.
Item ii - a number of basic and brief benefits offered by bar charts i.e. ease, 
patterns. Awarded maximum possible marks.
Item iii - there are genuine conclusions here with reference to correlation and the 
use of data. It is Level 3 in terms of quality but it is limited by the fact it relates 
only to the presented data not all the data in Figure 7b. Bottom of Level 3 (5 
marks) awarded.
Item iv - this is quality response which refers to data, relationships between 
variables and attempts to explain why but again, relate only to bed roughness and 
cross-sectional are not the whole data set. 3 marks awarded.

Examiner Comments

Conclusions need to relate to the whole data set in the 
table not just that graphed!

Examiner Tip
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Question 8 (a) (ii-iii)
Candidates generally understood the demands of this aspect of fieldwork and gave clear 
responses to both items. However, those candidates who had actual fieldwork did tend to 
distinguish themselves from those who had been limited to virtual fieldwork, especially in 
terms of method detail (8aii). Most were able to describe what the instrument was used 
for e.g. measuring length but some did not know how it was used to collect this data. The 
better responses to a(ii) often wrote about using the tape measure in conjunction with other 
equipment. Those describing the method in a step by step fashion gained the higher marks. 
Item a(iii) generated a wide variety of responses with the usual emphasis on risk factors. 
Some did recognise the importance of data quality in site selection. Generally the responses 
were reasonably good but explanation/development of the factor to gain the second mark 
was sometimes lacking.   
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Item ii - a clear and accurate description of tape measure use during an actual 
beach profile investigation. All 3 marks gained as references to its use in beach 
width measurement and sampling procedures along the profile were realistic and 
fullsome.
Item iii - two relevant factors to site selection, health and safety and tide and time 
re enough data well outlined. Maximum marks (2+2).

Examiner Comments

Evidence of practical experience of using equipment in the field is 
definitely of benefit when answering these question parts

Examiner Tip
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Item ii - the candidate makes two statements both valid one about beach length 
and the other about interval identification. A little more development is needed for 
the third mark to be awarded.
Item iii - the candidate offers two factors - site size and external influences, 
perhaps not the best ! Site size is developed into a data reliability argument and 
was awarded 2 marks. The external influences factor is less persuasive as a key 
consideration in site selection and was limited to 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

Describe and develop fully, especially when asked to!

Examiner Tip
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Question 8 (b) (i-iv)
These later stages of an investigation post-data collection were generally done well with 
some candidates scoring higher than elsewhere on the paper. The actual versus virtual 
fieldwork split in the candidates was apparent, especially in b(iv).  It was apparent that 
a number of candidates had prepared diligently and were able to apply successfully their 
knowledge and understanding in this section of the examination paper.

In b(i) the graphs were generally accurate though some found the plotting of two data 
sets and a site letter challenging. Scattergraphs and line graphs were the popular choice 
with the former being common on the better answers. Too many failed to join the dots on 
otherwise accurately plotted graphs. B(ii) was generally well understood by the candidates 
most of whom were able to offer at least one simple reason for their choice of diagram. Full 
clear justifications were rarer. The concept of a conclusion was not familiar to all candidates. 
Level 3 conclusions reveal a clear understanding of the data and make explicit reference 
to and use of it to identify clear trends, patterns, variations and interrelationships with 
supporting data. Some candidates merely described the results by reiterating the figures 
without coming to any distinct conclusions. The fact that the trends in beach change with 
distance were not clear cut did challenge some candidates. Many responses portrayed a 
sense of unfamiliarity with the nature of beach profiles in general and this profile's location 
between cliff and sea level. Generic responses tended to dominate item iv. There were too 
few evaluations of fieldwork methodology and too many vague references to repeating 
procedures. Candidates scores respectably on this item though more emphasis on the 
accuracy and reliability of the data collection process would have improved scores further.  
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Item i - The task has been mis-read e.g. why is height above sea level data being 
plotted. The result is a messy and confused diagram that does not really plot the 
data requested i.e. size and distance. Two basic marks for graph structure rather 
than content.
Item ii - Mis-reading of the task negatively impacted here too. 1 mark for an 
attempt to justify the choice of technique.
Item iii - A number of decent conclusions interrelating the four variables and 
supported by data. Good reading and analysis of Figure 8b, including the key. 
Level 3 (5 marks) awarded. 
Item iv - A reasonably good response because it was evaluative re data collection 
e.g. more measurements and average. 3 marks awarded.

Examiner Comments

Read the question set carefully i.e. bi.

Examiner Tip
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Item i - Maximum marks awarded because it is well enough presented by a 
recognised technique. A line graph with the sites marked on the line would have 
worked better.
Item ii - A basic, vague and generic justification worthy of 1 mark.
Item iii - One sound conclusion based on just some of the data and linked to 
marine processes for purposes of explanation. Bottom of Level 2 (3 marks).
Item iv - Two valid suggestions i.e. repeat and average; better equipment to 
improve results, 2 marks awarded.

Examiner Comments

Use all the data provided to reach and support conclusions

Examiner Tip
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Question 9 (a) (i-iii)
These three opening tasks on the fieldwork sequence were generally well answered. Most 
managed to come up with a suitable aim in i though there were answers which were 
not clear enough to be an aim. It was evident which candidates had practiced devising 
questionnaires and evaluating their effectiveness. Better responses to ii accurately 
considered sampling methodology. Equally, risk assessment seemed to be a term not 
familiar to all. Responses to iii varied from the random and spurious to descriptions of 
genuine risk factors. Pleasingly, there were more responses along the lines of the latter in 
which full marks were gained. 
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Item i - a reasonably valid aim worthy of a mark
Item ii - a basic response with some basic idea of sampling though unmentioned 
by name. Answer in need of development. There is no particular evidence that 
they have worked with questionnaires before.
Item iii - 3 of the 4 marks awarded because the two risks, traffic and strangers are 
not really assessed, are a little similar in kind and the answer does have a sense of 
over-simplicity and incredulity about it !

Examiner Comments

The best responses do make it apparent that candidates 
had actually gone out into the field and practiced fieldwork 
techniques such as questionnaires for themselves.

Examiner Tip
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Item i - the aim is a little vague but suffices.
Item ii - a maximum mark answer. It has details re actual field procedure and 
range with both people and place mentioned. The concept of sampling is evident 
though not named as such.
Item iii - two acceptable risks are given but the actual risk assessment is wanting. 
The answer amounts more to a listing of two risk factors, hence 2 marks awarded 
(1+1).

Examiner Comments

Practice on these sorts of questions, in this case risk assessment is 
helpful. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 9 (b) (i-biv)
These four post-data collection tasks were overall done well. The graphing exercise was 
straightforward given the limited data involved and many candidates gained maximum 
marks. Most drew a bar chart. It is important that candidates read the question carefully; 
some lost marks or time by plotting the wrong data, sometimes too much data. Item 
(ii) was generally well understood as it also appeared in Questions 7 or 8 and was well 
answered. There were the candidates who mis-understood the demand and described how 
they constructed the graph. The conclusions task was reasonably well done. There were 
the responses to (iii) that merely described the results on the graph or reiterated figures 
from the table and received lower level marks. However, there were many responses which 
included good conclusions based on the whole data set and showing an ability to analyse 
and then draw conclusions from that analysis. Item (iv) on additional types of information 
with the frequently ignored command word, comment was not particularly well answered. 
Too few appreciated the link to secondary sources though some did refer to internet 
searches and offer several extra questionnaire questions on the theme of sustainability. 
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Item i - a clear and accurate bar chart warranting the maximum marks it got in 
terms of the mark scheme but a rather strange orientation adopted.
Item ii - 1 mark awarded for a basic point around clarity and readability.
Item iii - a Level 2 response with some decent descriptions of the data supported 
by actual data which approximate to broad conclusions. Interesting were the 
attempts to explain these results.
Item iv - 1 mark awarded for suggesting amending the questions though the 
illustrations were a little weak.

Examiner Comments

Look to relevantly develop answers as much as possible. Comman 
words, alloted marks and the space available are all prompts for 
how much should be written.

Examiner Tip
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Item i - a conventional bar chart drawn which accurately presents the correct data. 
Maximum marks.
Item ii - 2 marks awarded for a generic list of diagram advantages without any 
development of points or specific relationship to the chart drawn in bi.
Item iii - a top Level 2 response for a decent summary of much of the data in 
Figure 9b. Many of the broad trends were identified and there was a hint of 
explanation. No supporting data or reference to the large number of undecided.
Item iv - a range of very valid suggestions as to how the questionnaire might be 
extended and worth 3 marks. Some evaluation and attention to the command 
word, comment would have seen this response at maximum marks.

Examiner Comments

Evidenced conclusions are too rare and can keep candidates out of 
Level 3.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10 (a) (i-iii)
These three opening tasks on the fieldwork sequence were generally well answered. Some 
of the statements given in (i) as possible aims were uncreditable, often on the grounds 
of lack of clarity. Many did give a suitable aim along the lines of a land use transect. It 
was evident which candidates had practiced devising questionnaires and evaluating their 
effectiveness, and which candidates had carried out land use surveys. Better responses to 
(ii) appropriately considered sampling methodology and made clear the point that accuracy 
can be checked. Some did not seem to understand the term, risk assessment though, 
fortunately, many did come up with valid risk assessment factors in (iii).
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Item i - a rather meaningless statement that was not a valid aim. Interesting 
because candidate appreciates land use surveying if his answer to ii is anything to 
go by.
Item ii - the answer is one simple but poorly expressed point i.e. survey at more 
points = 1 mark. No substantive detail or development.
Item iii - the candidate offers some description of two acceptable risk factors - traffic 
and strangers (1+1 marks awarded) but no assessment of the risk or necessary 
action is described.  

Examiner Comments

Answers need developing. The mark total per item is a good guide 
as to how much.

Examiner Tip
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Item i - a clear and apt aim. Good use of Figure 10a.
Item ii - the candidate addresses a number of practical tasks around teamwork and 
equipment/resources. It is suggestive of actual practical fieldwork and is worthy of 
full marks.
Item iii - the answer is to the point but does show some evidence of assessment 
of the two risk factors identified - traffic and getting lost. Each is a valid 2 mark 
response.  

Examiner Comments

These sorts of question reward candidates who use their practical 
fieldwork. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 10 (b) (i-iv)
These four post-data collection tasks were overall done well. The graphing exercise in i 
was straightforward given the limited data involved and many candidates gained maximum 
marks. Surprisingly high numbers drew a line graph, the remainder a bar chart/histogram. 
It is important that candidates read the question carefully; some lost marks or time by 
plotting the wrong data. sometimes too much data. Item ii was generally well understood as 
it also appeared in Questions 7 or 8 and was generally well answered. Conclusions in iii were 
often good and covered a variety of aspects of land use change rather than simply focussing 
on building height. Conclusions need to relate to the whole data set not just that which has 
been presented diagrammatically. Better responses applied urban land use models with 
some recognising the Burgess model zones in the data. They also synthesised the data 
using the key in Figure 10b to identify the patterns. Weaker responses tended to describe, 
often one or more of the three variables separately with limited reference to the distance 
data. Item iv on additional types of information with the frequently ignored command word, 
comment was not particularly well answered. Too few appreciated the link to secondary 
sources though some did refer to an environmental survey and internet searches.  
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Item i - Maximum marks for a very presentable and accurate bar chart plotting the 
correct data.
Item ii - Offers two advantages of bar charts clarified : comparison and pattern. 2 
marks awarded as there was no further development or third advantage.
Item iii - Some valid statements from data analysis and supported by some data 
creating a partial general picture of the transect. Not a comprehensive picture of the 
changes. Level 2 quality (4 marks).
Item iv - Suggests an improved fieldwork method and other data that could be 
collected. 3 marks awarded. 

Examiner Comments

Use all the data provided when reaching conclusions!

Examiner Tip
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Item i - an untidy diagram with data plotted 
carelessly. Labelling of axes poor. 2 marks awarded.
Item ii - Generic, rather vague and unconnected to 
the graph. 1 mark only.
of observations with not all the data provided used. 
The reference to named urban zones helpful. Lower 
level 2 mark (3).
Item iv - Weak attempt to sharpen the reliability of 
the data. Rather vague. 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

The experience of fieldwork is the 
best preparation for answering these 
questions

Examiner Tip
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Question 11 (a) (ii)
As an E/F targeted question, the vast majority of candidates were able to come up with a 
correct country name.

Correct. Good map reading.

Examiner Comments

Accurate map reading is a key skill.

Examiner Tip

Correct. Good map reading.

Examiner Comments

Accurate map reading is a key skill.

Examiner Tip
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Question 11 (a) (iii)
The vast majority recognised the pattern of decreasing rainfall northwards and answered 
accordingly.

Pattern correctly identified - 1 mark. 
Nice to see supporting data!

Examiner Comments

Good map reading skills are important.

Examiner Tip

This does not answer the question 
set which is about detecting a change 
not judging the levels!

Examiner Comments

Use the question to direct you to the 
relevant information in the figure. Use 
evidence from the figure explicitly 
in answers.

Examiner Tip
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Question 11 (a) (iv)
This item did largely depend on candidate's knowing the decreasing rainfall trend 
northwards (Figure 11a) and then appreciating that lower rainfall generally equates with 
lower food production (1 mark) and how this happens (the second mark). Most candidates 
got the first mark and some the second by referring, for instance, to slow crop growth.  

This is the reverse argument and as 
this is a data-response item and the 
response contradicts the data it was 
not allowed. No marks.

Examiner Comments

Read the question and use the data!

Examiner Tip

This answers the question briefly and precisely. 
“Lack of food” = 1 mark with how = 1 mark i.e. 
animals and plants die.
2 marks awarded. 

Examiner Comments

Clear, succinct responses are fine!

Examiner Tip
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Question 11 (b) (i)
Most candidates were able to score at least 1 mark for their definition; some giving a full 
and accurate definition for 2 marks.

This rather vague answer mentioning “gone,” “away” 
and no protection was given the benefit of the doubt 
and awarded 1 mark as there was an inference of 
breakdown and transport.

Examiner Comments

Know your terms as in the 
specification! Precise meanings get 
2 marks.

Examiner Tip

This attempt to define the term is worthy of both marks as it refers to 
both removal and collapsed structure. It is sufficiently comprehensive 
and accurate for the 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 11 (b) (ii)
Most candidates achieved the first 2 (2x1) marks easily by identifying relevant causes 
eg deforestation, overgrazing .... The second 2 (2x1) marks challenged some; they were 
required to outline how that led to soil erosion eg no tree roots to bind soil together, which 
would have been worth 1 mark if linked to deforestation. 

Deforestation and overgrazing are worth 2 marks (2x1). 
Development of these factors is not long and detailed 
but sufficiently clear for the award of another 2 marks 
(2x1) - how soil gets to the bare and vulnerable state is 
mentioned and that suffices!

Examiner Comments

The development of the factors is 
just enough. To be safe perhaps add 
a bit more process!

Examiner Tip
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This is a 1+1 mark response. In 1. an explicit factor 
is given i.e. trampling but no development of process, 
therefore, 1 mark awarded. In 2. rainfall and not heavy 
rainfall is given and there is some hint of process i.e. 
chipping away. Overall, worth 1 mark (not enough for 2 
marks). 

Examiner Comments

Be precise (e.g. heavy rainfall) and 
spell it out more (e.g. how does 
trampling lead to soil removal ?) 

Examiner Tip
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Question 11 (b) (iii)
This item was well answered in the main. Many candidates were able to provide at least two 
techniques and develop an answer as to how they reduced the risk of soil erosion. Specific 
located examples and in some cases, mini-case studies receiving high marks were provided.

This answer is as though we had asked for two ways of 
managing soil erosion. Both ways i.e. afforestation and 
better farming practices are valid and even though they 
are clarified/exemplified by the odd word are only worth 
1 mark each. There is no reference as to how they work 
to manage soil erosion. Burkina Faso is named but not 
related to strategy.

Examiner Comments

Describe how is the command word. 
This answer has little description 
and even less how!

Examiner Tip
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This is a maximum mark answer. There are three 
techniques offered with one presented as a specific 
scheme in Burkina Faso. Importantly, there is some 
process i.e. how soil erosion is minimised.

Examiner Comments

Answer the question set as has 
been done here !

Examiner Tip
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Question 11 (c)
The global warming debate is essential content in the specification but some candidates 
appeared unfamiliar with the idea of uncertainty about both its existence and its causation. 
Even the better answers were rarely balanced in terms of their treatment of existence 
and causation. There was evidence that causation uncertainty was better known to the 
candidates; some did refer to natural causes alongside human-induced pollution.

The candidate clearly found this question difficult. There 
was little or no use made of the pie charts and nor any 
depth of explanation. The idea of division of opinion was 
made with some attempt to offer a reason. It was very 
unbalanced and fits into Level 1 (2 marks).

Examiner Comments

Always read and use the stimulus 
material carefully!

Examiner Tip
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This is a good example of one of the better responses 
produced. There is a degree of balance evident with 
reference made to both pie charts; data is quoted. The 
concept of climatic uncertainty and of division of opinion 
as to causation is understood by the candidate. The 
introduction of information about natural causes from 
the candidate’s own knowledge is another positive about 
this answer which does reach Level 3 (5 marks). 

Examiner Comments

Greater balance in the way that the 
two pies were treated (e.g. why 
do 38% think it isn’t happening ?) 
helpful.

Examiner Tip
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Question 11 (d)
This was reasonably well answered but the focus of the question was often missed. The 
question sought a presentation of management techniques and of how they are sustainable 
in the context of an area of TRF chosen because it has problems. Too many responses 
were accounts of either the problems or of management issues rather than of sustainable 
techniques. 
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This is a thorough account which offers a range of 
management techniques in the context of Borneo 
though the techniques are generic. Each technique 
is developed without any direct mention of sustainability 
though benefits such as biodiversity are given. It is a 
good general account of forest management rather than 
precisely what was asked for. Level 3 in quality but not 
top (8 marks awarded) 

Examiner Comments

Make sure candidates are 
addressing the key concepts in each 
questions- sustainability was often 
missed here.

Examiner Tip



International GCSE Geography 4GE01 123

A well-presented account but over half is devoted to 
the problems and threats in TRFs, namely deforestation 
and its drivers. The last paragraph on solutions is 
very relevant and introduces a couple of management 
techniques but with sustainability absent. It is a generic 
forest management answer attributed to Amazonia and 
Level 2 in quality.

Examiner Comments

The question was about more than 
mere forest protection. Spend 
time understanding the question - 
command words and key words.

Examiner Tip
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Question 12 (a) (ii) (1)
A straightforward task based on accurate reading of Figure 12a. There was no evidence that 
the presentation of the bar graph showing two sets of data confused candidates. The vast 
majority gave the correct answer. 

The only correct response - 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

Read graphs carefully!

Examiner Tip

The wrong region. Asia has the 
smallest bar and the smallest 
numerical data.

Examiner Comments

Look at the graph more carefully!

Examiner Tip
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Question 12 (a) (ii) (2)
A straightforward task based on accurate bar graph reading. There is no evidence that the 
presentation of Figure 12a which its one set of bars but two numerical data sets confused 
candidates. Most candidates got France as the correct answer.

Correct response - 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

Important to pick up these early 
straightforward marks!

Examiner Tip

This is the correct answer to 12aii1 not 12aii2. 
Highest sales are in France.

Examiner Comments

These early questions are targeted at D/E/F 
candidates and should be accessible to a 
large proportion of the cohort.

Examiner Tip
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Question 12 (a) (iii)
This item in a unit on globalisation required candidates to realise that the development of 
Latin America and Asia are a key part in the rise of a global economy. Most did and referred 
to bigger markets, rising incomes and TNCs having global reach for profit. Some referred to 
lower labour costs and some had no valid suggestion to make.

This answers the question precisely - NICs, 
getting richer, more spending, luxuries ... A 
comfortable 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

General geographical knowledge 
always stands you in good stead!

Examiner Tip

This is a strong 1 mark answer not quite 
enough explanation and clarity for 2 marks. “.. 
getting out of LIC” and .. spending more ..” is 
on the right lines but vague. 

Examiner Comments

Spell matters out clearly! There are 
things that need joining up here like 
income.

Examiner Tip
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Question 12 (b) (i)
This term stated in the specification was generally well known to the candidates. There was 
the usual range of 0, 1 and 2-mark responses though many did get the full marks, generally 
where they added precise detail to the broad pattern of change.

This is a classic 1 mark response where a broad 
indication only of what has happened is given 
i.e. factories have gone abroad. Vague but has 
to have some modest credit.

Examiner Comments

These terms have precise definitions; 
it is a good idea to know them so 
marks are not dropped as they have 
been here!

Examiner Tip

There are the full 2 marks here i.e. the broad idea of global re-
location plus “HICs to NICs.” There are better 2 mark responses 
than this where examples and greater precision are given.

Examiner Comments
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Question 12 (b) (ii)
This was well answered by many candidates. Most knew of two basic contributory factors 
and were able to develop one if not both into full explanatory reasons for the global shift.

Both reasons offered are worthy of 2 marks. 
Firstly, there is inference of lower labour costs 
elsewhere; more profit and more sales are also 
worth 1 mark. Secondly, government incentives 
attract .. = 1 mark with reference to reduced 
tax = 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

Try to be as explicit as possible 
e.g. in 1. add by cheaper labour in 
... after “profit more.”

Examiner Tip
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There are 3 marks here. 1 mark for cheaper 
in 1. and 2 marks for better transport and not 
having to sell where produced.

Examiner Comments

Spell it all out! Cheaper means more 
profit; needs to say that in 1. for 
maximum marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 12 (b) (iii)
On the whole a well-answered item with many candidates being familiar with the benefits 
and costs that TNCs bring, usually to LICs. There were interesting responses about 
infrastructure, jobs and unemployment, profit leakage and vulnerability to departure. The 
focus of answer was sometimes too much on the individual person rather than the nation 
but, nevertheless, the question tended to score positively.

Both the benefit and the cost are valid and 
have been sufficiently developed for 2 marks 
to be awarded to each. The infrastructure 
benefit = 1 mark with roads and housing for the 
development mark. The same approach can be 
applied to arrive at 2 marks for cost.

Examiner Comments

This is the right length and depth of 
answer for a 2+2 mark question.

Examiner Tip
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There is 1 mark under benefit i.e. jobs but 
no development mark. The response to cost 
is confused and reference to income appears 
to make it more a benefit than a cost; there 
is nothing to credit it! 

Examiner Comments

Read the question carefully! Costs 
are disadvantages.

Examiner Tip
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Question 12 (c)
International migration almost always seen as synonymous with immigration which draws 
sweeping statements generally of a negative nature even at IGCSE. Most answers focussed 
on the impact and strain on resources and issues around crime, conflict, refugees and 
lower quality of life. There was a noted lack of the positive impacts of immigration even 
among the better responses. Reference to the need to manage emigration e.g. brain-drains 
occurred in the rarest of cases. Very few also gave examples.
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This is a good example of one of the better responses. International 
migration = immigration, perhaps understandably given Figure 12b. The 
candidate offers three decent paragraphs containing explanation; one 
about pressure on resources and jobs, one about ethnic conflict and a 
pleasing final one highlighting an immigration positive i.e. skilled labour 
and economic growth. This is clearly Level 3 (6 marks).

Examiner Comments

International migration = emigration 
as well as immigration.

Examiner Tip
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A negative view of immigration again. It is limited in range with 
reference only to pressure on housing and jobs. There is little 
explanation. It creeps into Level 2 (3 marks) as a response to the 
question set.

Examiner Comments

The command word ‘Discuss’, should encourage 
candidates to look for the ‘two sides’ of every issue, 
problem, question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 12 (d)

There were many good responses to this item and significant numbers did so by means of 
learned case studies where specific strategies matched location and had been extended in 
terms of detail e.g. Bhutan, Zanzibar ... Some, unfortunately, focussed too much on the 
problems of global mass tourism rather than its solutions and sustainability often barely got 
a mention. How strategies were sustainable was the essence of the question so this was a 
mark limiter. 
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This certainly does not answer the question, especially if 
sustainability is understood as environmental. It could be 
argued that package holidays and D-I-Y holidays aid economic 
sustainability but the answer was really wide of the mark. It is a 
loose collection of descriptive points about how tourism operates 
and is of Level 1 quality (3 marks).

Examiner Comments

Sustainability is a key concept whose meaning all 
candidates should know!

Examiner Tip



138 International GCSE Geography 4GE01



International GCSE Geography 4GE01 139

This is a Level 3 response  which deals with sustainable solutions to 
mass tourism problems but somehow manages to never use the term, 
sustainable. The specific strategies of which there are a few do match the 
location of the case study chosen and are well explained in terms of how 
they work and their impact on the problems identified earlier. It is a well-
chosen case study where a sustainable development plan has been put into 
action; the candidate shows good knowledge of the plan.
Refer to sustainability, both what it means and how the specific strategies 
are sustainable. It stopped top Level 3 (9 marks) being awarded.

Examiner Comments

Learn your key terms.

Examiner Tip
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Question 13 (a) (ii)
Most candidates distinguished between highest GDP i.e. Argentina, Uruguay and Suriname 
and highest % increase in GDP i.e. Peru. Most named Peru for the 1 mark.

Wrong. Ecuador 4.5% increase; Peru 5.1%. 
Peru is the correct answer.

Examiner Comments

Always read the Figures carefully!

Examiner Tip

Peru is correct. 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

Reading the Figures carefully prevents throwing 
away straightforward marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 13 (a) (iii)
The term, BRICS is in the specification and an acronym for Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa. The vast majority seemed to know this and got 1 mark for naming Brazil. 

Brazil, correct - 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

Brazil, correct - 1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 13 (a) (iv)
Most candidates gained at least 1 mark for noting the existence of a development gap within 
the twelve countries of South America, usually with reference to the chloropleth showing 
contrasting GDP per person. Many also picked up the second mark by quoting supporting 
data or by outlining the general development picture within the continent. The concept of a 
development gap was clearly understood by almost all candidates.

Both marks gained. Two countries at the 
extremes of the GDP range within the continent 
named and GDP figures given as evidence of 
the gap between them.

Examiner Comments

Adhering to the task set as has been 
done pays!

Examiner Tip

The GDP figure range is quoted from the map 
and Argentina named as a richer country. We 
are just a little short of hard evidence of the 
gap within South America for 2 marks to be 
awarded. 1 mark awarded.

Examiner Comments

Would have been better if you had 
finished off your answer by naming 
French Guiana. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 13 (b) (i)
Some candidates seemed to gain a mark by re-working the words, debt and relief into an 
answer of sorts but which was sufficiently on the right lines to get some credit. Candidates 
who knew the term from their studies and wrote accordingly gained maximum marks. There 
were more of the vague 1 mark responses than of the accurate 2 mark kind. Most candidate 
got some credit on the item.

There is enough for 2 marks here: debt owed-
don’t pay back-focus on disparities. 

Examiner Comments

Know your terms! Some are assessed 
every year.

Examiner Tip

0 marks. Loans are not debt relief. Debt relief 
is to prevent loans being repaid. Confusing the 
time-sequence.

Examiner Comments

Debt relief is in the specification. It’s 
a pity to lose 2 marks for not learning 
the terms.

Examiner Tip
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Question 13 (b) (ii)
This item tended to done only modestly well. There were a lot of aid answers, sometimes 
for both strategies requested eg bilateral aid, multilateral aid, appropriate aid ... A few 
candidates also repeated the debt relief strategy from b(i). The other mark limiter was the 
usual failure of some candidates to explain themselves properly in terms of the question set 
i.e. how the strategy helps to reduce disparity. There were some responses on fair trade and 
its role in reducing farmer poverty. 

The first strategy i.e. bilateral aid spent on 
services improves life for poor is fine for 2 
marks. This can be seen as appropriate aid. 
Hence, strategy 2 is repetitive. It adds nothing 
to the response; there is no strategy or no 
reference to how it works. No further credit 
given; the overall mark is 2.

Examiner Comments

You always need two distinctive 
ways/strategies/reasons/factors for 
this type of 4-mark question.

Examiner Tip
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This example gives the two classic strategies, 
aid and trade both of which were awarded the 
maximum 2 marks. Aid is well outlined though 
the link to povert reduction is more implicit 
than explicit i.e. money, food .. The piece on 
trade is slightly more apt as an answer to 
disparity reduction i.e. exports and economic 
development. 

Examiner Comments

Always think what is going to get 
the second mark after naming the 
strategy gets the first!

Examiner Tip
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Question 13 (b) (iii)
This was a very precise question which required candidates to know the three indicators 
used in the measurement of HDI and the concept of an index scored out of 1. Overall, the 
item answered well with many candidates appreciating that it was an average of three 
correctly identified indicators. Few referred to the scoring on a scale from 0 to 1. Weaker 
responses either adopted a scatter gun approach of naming a random range of indicators or 
by writing vaguely about a balance of economic and social indicators being involved.

Awarded 3 marks for the following 3 points: 
income per capita, literacy rate and the idea of 
a balance of three contrasting types of indicator 
(social, economic...). Life expectancy was 
replaced by child mortality in this instance.  

Examiner Comments

Know the three constituents of HDI 
precisely. Knowing what an index is is 
also important.

Examiner Tip
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The candidate knows the correct three variables 
that make up the HDI and that they are 
combined to give a score. This is maximum 
mark already. The sentence on the meaning of 
the score, including the example is excellent but 
full marks have already been gained.

Examiner Comments

This is how answers should read. Well 
done!

Examiner Tip
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Question 13 (c)
This was well answered though the focus of answers tended to be on negative rather than 
positive impacts. Statements about death, starvation and war outweighed any beneficial 
effects that increasing population might have on quality of life. Candidates did manage to 
develop these negative impacts and score reasonably well. Surprisingly few candidates 
made reference to the data and countries listed in Figure 13b.

A very short response that did not get out 
of Level 1 because it was basically a list of 
negative impacts eg overcrowding, food 
shortage... though the link to quality of life was 
pleasing to read.

Examiner Comments

It could be the case that time was an 
issue and the answer is incomplete. 
Time management on this long 
paper is a key part of examination 
preparation.

Examiner Tip
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This is a good answer which was awarded Level 
3 (6 marks). Its great strength is its balance 
between positive and negative impacts. Impacts 
are realistic and explained. The geographical 
content is good and the constant relating them 
to quality of life is credit-worthy. A good Level 3 
example.

Examiner Comments

Answers should read as a “nice” piece 
of geography!

Examiner Tip
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Question 13 (d)
It is quite incredible how many candidates used China as their named country and produced 
accounts of the one-child policy. This case study was generally well used and many 
candidates achieved decent marks because a general sense that the policy had managed 
the Chinese population over a 40 year time period was conveyed. Rewards, sanctions and 
policy modifications were evident in many scripts.
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This is an accurate and detailed Level 3 
(9 marks) response. It gives a population 
chronology for China starting with 
overpopulation in the 1970’s. Rewards/
sanctions are explained. Evaluation of the policy 
is a key feature eg policy changes as a result of 
population imbalance concerns; overall success 
in slowing down population growth. 

Examiner Comments

Know your case studies ! It can lead 
to 9 marks.

Examiner Tip
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This response outlines China’s one-child policy. 
It adopts an advantage-disadvantage approach 
for which the content is valid. It is too restricted 
in range to go beyond the bottom of Level 2 (4 
marks).

Examiner Comments

You need to know your case studies 
in detail; this is not detailed.

Examiner Tip



154 International GCSE Geography 4GE01

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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