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Introduction
This was the first assessment of the new specification for International GCSE (9-1) Geography,

Paper 1 – Phyiscal Geography component and it was pleasing to see a good standard of responses

from candidates.

This paper consists of two 25 mark questions and one 20 mark question. The paper has a total of

70 marks. The exam includes multiple-choice questions, short open, open response, calculations

and 8-mark extended writing questions. The exam command words which are used in this paper

are defined on page 47 of the specification. Each of the questions is mapped to one or more of the

Assessment Objectives (AOs).

The approach to individual items is considered in this report, including examples of good practice

related to the 4-mark open response and 8-mark extended writing questions. These questions

provided the greatest range of responses from candidates, with the best answers addressing the

command word directly, whilst providing the necessary level of description, explanation and/or

exemplification.

In section A River environments, Coastal environments and Hazardous environments are covered.

Candidates are required to select two out of three questions.

In section B candidates choose one out of three fieldwork related questions relating to river

environments, coastal environments and hazardous environments.

The new International GCSE (9-1) Geography specification has been designed for all levels of ability,

rather than being differentiated into higher and foundation tiers. In this new qualification, there is

greater emphasis on application and interpretation (AO3), as well as the introduction of new

command words (e.g. 'assess' and ‘evaluate’) which appears to have proven challenging for some

candidates. There also appears to have been some time management issues with some candidates

not managing to complete all the questions.
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Question 1 (b) (ii)

This item required candidates to state one method of river transportation; overall this item was

answered very well.

In this question the candidate is required to identify one process in which material is transported

by a river.

In this response the candidate has correctly answered the question

for 1 mark.

For these low tariff questions candidates need to ensure that they

have a clear understanding of key words and what they relate too.
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Question 1 (b) (iii)

This item required candidates to explain one way water is stored in the hydrological cycle.

Generally candidates were able to obtain a mark for identifying a store, but often didn’t get the

second mark as the development either wasn’t present or wasn’t detailed enough. Many candidates

referred to clouds or atmosphere with fewer candidates identifying groundwater as a store. The

most frequent incorrect responses referred to the water cycle being a closed system so water is

stored globally, or they discussed transfers instead of stores.

Here the candidate has successfully obtained 2 marks as they have

identified a way in which water is stored (AO1) and further

developed the answer for the additional mark (AO2).

For these type of questions candidates need to develop skills where

they fully develop their answers, in some cases cadidates stated just

one word or a simple idea, resulting in them only gaining one mark.
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This is a common example of where the candidate has mixed the idea of stores and transfers

leading to limited success on this question.

In this example the candidate has identified the water store (AO1)

but didn't gain the second mark as they went on to identify how

water is transferred which isn't what the question was asking for.

Candidates need to be clear about the different types of processes

taking place in the hydrological cycle.

This is a common example of where the candidate has identified the

wrong process resulting in them being awarded no marks on this

item.
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Question 1 (c) 

This item required candidates to use the fig 1a resource which identified a number of ways that

people manage water supply.Usually answered well by candidates recognising water management

methods, and although basic would often provide the development needed to affect water supply –

usually related to be able to store it for later use when supplies were lower. As expected, some

candidates struggled with the A03 element of this question. In some cases candidates didn’t make

use of the resource at all but chose instead to come up with their own ideas, which whilst credit

worthy in some cases prevented candidates from accessing the full mark range.

This is an example of a good response where the candidate has accessed all 4 marks available.

In this example the candidate has recognisedthe importance of

identifying a factor from the resource and developing a simple idea,

i.e. a statement of how the feature identified can be used to

manage water (AO2) but then goes on to talk about the idea of

regulation (AO3) of water for when it is needed.
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Candidates must always attempt to develop ideas fully to gain

access to all 4 marks.

In this example we can see clearly that the candidate has failed to

make use of the resource and as a result has failed to access any

marks.

Candidates should ensure that they read and understand the

question.
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Question 1 (d) 

For this item candidates were asked to explain one way in which vegetation affects river discharge.

Often candidates recognised the link between vegetation and discharge with interception being

acknowledged as a key influence. There were some good answers here that used geographical

terminology such as interception and lag time with a significant number of students gaining 3

marks.

In this question candidates are required to focus on one idea and develop it in detail to access the 3

marks available.

This candidate has reached the maximum available marks as they

have identified the fact that the vegetation has an impact on river

discharge and they go on to develop a thorough explanation about

how the vegetation affects the time for water to reach the river and

the subsequent impact on peak flow.

Candidates should be aware that points should be developed to

gain access to all marks available.
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In this example the candidate scored 1 mark for stating a simple

idea. Had the candidate developed the response further they would

have gained 2 marks as they don’t really explain anything.
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Question 1 (e) 

The majority of candidates were able to identify the waterfall as the river landform successfully.

The candidate has correctly identified the landform for 1 mark.

Candidates should look at the feature identified inside the box in

this type of question and concentrate on the appropriate

identification.
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Question 1 (f) 

This item required candidates to explain the formation of a river meander. Generally, the majority

of candidates were able to score some marks on this item. Candidates who scored 3 or 4 marks

tended to use more specific geographical terminology and were able to identify a sequence of

events. In some cases candidates didn’t access as many marks because they became confused over

erosion and deposition on the inner and outer bends of the meander. Some candidates supported

their responses with diagrams. In a few instances, candidates scored no marks as they described

the formation of a different landform.

In this example the candidate has provided a good response to this

question. They have identified several key features of river meander

formation and although the process isn’t complete they are able to

achieve 3 out of the four marks.

Candidates should be reminded that it helps to learn the process of

river feature formation as stages in a sequence. In this way as long

as candidates can recall some of the steps they are likely to gain

some marks.
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In this example the candidate has failed to make any relevant points

and the response is too vague.

It is important for candidates to gain a basic understanding of

simple points - for example in this question an idea of erosion on

the outside bend and deposition on the inside bend would result in

the candidate gaining some credit.
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Question 1 (g) 

In this 8-mark extended writing question, the majority of candidates attempted some form of

response. Often quite general statements were made which meant that a number of candidates

were not able to access level 2. Where candidates accessed level 2 they worked in a more

systematic way but tended to focus on just one rather than both of the resources. Where

candidates did access level 3 they managed to link both resources together but in addition used

case study material to support their ideas.

In this response the candidate has accessed all of the available marks. The response whilst not

perfect does demonstrate the candidate’s ability and understanding of the key elements of this

response.

14     IGCSE Geography 4GE1 01



The candidate has made good use of both resources available

meaning they were able to gain the full compliment of AO4 marks.

AO3 was well developed as a result of this with the candidate using

the information on the resource to help them fully analyse the

reasons for variation in water quality.
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A key tip for this type of question is that candidates should always

make use of all the resources available rather than focussing on one

element. In this way they are able to produce more balanced

answers.
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In this example the candidate scores 4 marks. The candidate has

developed some relevant ideas but unfortunately has made

insufficient use of either of the resources to enable them to develop

their ideas fully. There is some basic understanding which is why

this response was lifted out of level 1.
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In this example, the candidate makes some relevant points and

demonstrates good understanding. The mark was given at the top

of level 2 as the candidate had failed to use both resources in

sufficient detail and therefore the response was a little unbalanced.
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Question 2 (b) (ii)

This item required candidates to state one method of mass movement at the coast. This was not

answered as the mirror question 1bii. Candidates who did score on this item tended to identify

slumping and landslides.

In this question the candidate is required to identify one type of mass movement affecting coastal

landscapes.

The candidate gains full credit in this example as per the suggested

responses on the mark scheme.
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Question 2 (b) (iii)

This item required candidates to explain one type of mechanical weathering that occurs at the

coast. This item was relatively well answered with most candidates opting to explain freeze-thaw

action. Where candidates didn't score any marks it was because they had confused weathering with

erosion or had written about biological or chemical weathering.

Here the candidate has successfully obtained 2 marks as they have identified a method of

mechanical weathering (AO1) and further developed the answer for the additional mark (AO2).

This is a good response demonstrating the candidate’s high level of

understanding.

For these types of question candidates need to develop skills where

they fully develop their answers, in some cases candidates stated

just one word or a simple idea, resulting in them only gaining one

mark.
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In this example, unfortunately, the candidate has identified the

wrong type of weathering and as a result, score 0 marks.
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Question 2 (c) 

This item required candidates to use the fig 2a which had identified ways in which changes in sea

level had created coastal landforms.This item was answered either very well with candidates

accessing full marks or very badly. Where candidates did score full marks they were able to identify

the landform caused by the change in sea level and then develop the response further to suggest

how it had been formed.

In this example the candidate has recognised the importance of

identifying a factor from the resource and developing a simple idea,

i.e. a statement of how sea level changes can create a landform

(AO2) but the continues to give further detail on the landform and

how it develops further (AO3).

Candidates must always attempt to develop ideas fully to gain

access to all 4 marks.
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In this example the candidate failed to score any marks as they were

not able to use the resource in an appropriate manner. This was

common where candidates had a limited understanding of

landforms being created as a result of sea level change.
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Question 2 (d) 

For this item candidates were asked to explain one physical factor that influences the distribution

of mangrove ecosystems. Many candidates were able to identify a simple factor such as light,

temperature or water depth but failed to develop their responses in enough depth. This resulted in

few candidates gaining access to all 3 marks. Some candidates talked about human factors

influencing distribution. Where candidates did score 3 marks responses were well developed and

showed a good understanding.

In this question candidates are required to focus on one idea and develop it in detail to access the 3

marks available.

In this example the candidate scores full marks as they explain how

one factor affects the distribution of mangrove swamps. The

candidate develops this response successfully by explaining how

extremes of temperature affect the growth of mangroves.

Candidates should be aware that one point should be developed to

gain access to all marks available.

IGCSE Geography 4GE1 01     25



In this example the candidate scores 2 marks, whilst they identify a

factor affecting the distribution of mangroves the response is only

partially developed.
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Question 2 (e) 

The majority of candidates were able to identify the arch as the coastal landform successfully.

The candidate scores 1 mark here for correct identification of the

landform.

Candidates should look at the feature identified inside the box in

this type of question and concentrate on the appropriate

identification.
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Question 2 (f) 

This item required candidates to explain the formation of headland. Generally, the majority of

candidates were able to score some marks on this item. Candidates who scored 3 or 4 marks

tended to use more specific geographical terminology and were able to identify a sequence of

events. In some cases candidates didn’t access as many marks because they became confused

between headland development with that of caves, arches and stacks. Some candidates supported

their responses with diagrams.

In this question, candidates are asked to explain the formation of a headland this can be

approached in several ways, either by specifically following a formation process which is linked or

by identifying a number of individual points which contribute to the formation of the headland.

The candidate has produced a strong response here which

demonstrates a good understanding of the formation of a

headland. Whilst the response is not as logical as some other

submissions it is made up of a series of interlinked points.
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Candidates should be reminded that it helps to learn the process of

coastal feature formation as stages in a sequence. In this way as

long as candidates can recall some of the steps they are likely to

gain some marks.

In this example, the candidate has identified the wrong process and

as a result scores no marks.
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Question 2 (g) 

In this 8-mark extended writing question, the majority of candidates attempted some form of

response. Often quite general statements were made which meant that a number of candidates

were not able to access level 2. Where candidates access to level 2 they worked in a more

systematic way but tended to focus on just one rather than both of the resources. Where

candidates did access level three they managed to link both resources together but in addition

used case study material to support their ideas. Candidates seemed to particularly struggle with the

analysis element of the question.

In this response the candidate has accessed all of the available marks. The response whilst not

perfect does demonstrate the candidate’s ability and understanding of the key elements of this

response.
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The candidate has made good use of both resources available

meaning they were able to gain the full compliment of AO4 marks.

AO3 was well developed as a result of this with the candidate using

the information on the resource to help them fully analyse the

reasons for the choice of different soft engineering techniques.
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A key tip for these type of questions is that candidates should

always make use of all the resources available rather than focussing

on one element. In this way they are able to produce more balanced

answers.
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In this example, the candidate scores 3 marks and gets to the top of

level 1. The candidate has made some simple statements which

demonstrate a limited understanding. At the same time the

candidate has made some implicit comments but nothing that

directly relates to the resource.
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This response would have lifted into level 2 had the candidate made

specific reference to one of the resources.
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Question 3 (b) (i)

Most candidates were able to score a mark on this item Richter and Mercalli scales were the most

popular options.

In this question the candidate is required to state one measure of earthquake intensity.

In this response the candidate has correctly answered the question

for 1 mark.

Some candidates struggled with the idea of intensity measurement.
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Question 3 (b) (ii)

Most candidates were able to score a mark on this item as per the mark scheme.

In this question the candidate is required to identify one characteristic of a volcanic eruption.

In this response the candidate has correctly answered the question

for 1 mark.

For this type of low tariff questions candidates need to ensure that

they have a clear understanding of key characteristics of hazardous

environments.
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Question 3 (b) (iii)

In this item candidates were asked to identify one cause of an earthquake event. Typically tectonic

plate movement was identified with candidates gaining a second mark with development around

the release of pressure that has built up. Where candidates didn't score two marks it was because

they identified plate movement but then didn't go on to develop the answer fully.

Here the candidate has successfully obtained 2 marks as they have identified a cause of an

earthquake event (AO1) and further developed the answer for the additional mark (AO2).

This is a good response demonstrating the candidates high level of

understanding.

For these type of questions, candidates need to develop skills where

they fully develop their answers, in some cases candidates stated

just one word or a simple idea, resulting in them only gaining one

mark.
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In this example the candidate scores 1 mark for identifying a simple

cause of the earthquake, however the response is underdeveloped

so no other mark is awarded.
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Question 3 (c) 

This item required candidates to use fig 3a to identify the cause and direction of tropical cyclones.

The first part of the question was answered better than the second. Usually candidates were able

to get a developed point around warm sea temperatures but found the part around direction

difficult. Where marks were awarded for this part it was usually around the prevailing wind.

Candidates also struggled to explain the significance of the Coriolis force.

In this example the candidate has recognised the importance of

identifying a factor from the resource and developing a simple idea,

eg the candidate has identified temperature as a cause (AO2) but

the continues to give further detail on the level of temperature

required and how it helps form tropical cyclones. (AO3). This

response was enough to access all 4 marks with 2 developed points.
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In this example the candidate only scores 1 mark as as they have

only identified one factor from the resource. The point around

cause is not developed enough to access both marks.

The comment around direction is not credit worthy.
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Question 3 (d) 

For this item candidates were asked to explain how earthquakes can form tsunamis. Many of the

candidate responses focused on the idea that earthquakes act as a trigger for a tsunami but often

didn't develop the answer in enough depth to access full marks. In some of the better responses,

candidates did identify the idea of shock waves and waves getting larger over distance.

This is a good response from the candidate, they have identified the

link between plate movement under the sea and have gone on to

further develop the answer and explain how this results in tsunami

development.

Where candidates communicated tsunami development as a series

of stages they were able to access more marks.
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In this example the response from the candidate is confused and as

a result the candidate doesn’t score any marks.
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Question 3 (e) 

Generally, this item was answered very well with candidates being able to draw ideas successfully

from the resource.

Question 3 (f) 

For this item candidates were asked to explain why some areas are more vulnerable to than others

to the impact of natural hazards. Candidates showed a good understanding of the reasons why

vulnerability varied. Usually there was enough material for more than four marks. Most candidates

provided a series of developed points around education and preparedness and economic

development affecting the ability to provide protection and effective response. Often examples

were given although they weren’t requested.

In this example the candidate has produced a good response

through the development of 2 separate points. The first point

makes reference to the idea that in developing countries there isnt

enough money to develop mechanisms to reduce the impact of

hazards. The second point goes on to explore the idea that

emergency services may not be of such high quality in developing

countries and as a result the ability to cope with natural hazards is

reduced.
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Candidates can also access all the marks available on this type of

question by 4 individual points.

Here the candidate doesnt access any marks as they have failed to

answer the question.
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Question 3 (g) 

In this 8-mark extended writing question, the majority of candidates attempted some form of

response. Often quite general statements were made which meant that a number of candidates

were not able to access level 2. Where candidates accessed level 2 they worked in a more

systematic way but tended to focus on just one rather than both of the resources. Where

candidates did access level 3 they managed to link both resources together but in addition used

case study material to support their ideas. This item was not answered as well as the equivalent

items in questions 1 and 2.

In this response the candidate has accessed all of the available marks. The response whilst not

perfect does demonstrate the candidate’s ability and understanding of the key elements of this

response.
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The candidate has made good use of both resources available

meaning they were able to gain the full compliment of AO4 marks.

AO3 was well developed as a result of this with the candidate using

the information on the resource to help them fully analyse the use

of hazard, vulnerability and risk mapping in reducing the impact of

earthquakes. One particularly good element of this response is that

it relates the maps to both short and long term impacts.
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A key tip for this type of question is that candidates should always

make use of all the resources available rather than focussing on one

element. In this way, they are able to produce more balanced

answers.
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This response scores 3 marks and is at the top of level 1. The

candidate has made some general points around the use of risk

mapping but unfortunately not linked their ideas to the resource.

Candidates should always reference the resources available as this

will help to develop their answers more fully.
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Question 4 (a) (ii)

Q 4aii, 5aii and 6aii were the same across each option. Generally candidates had a good

understanding of the limitations of different sampling methods. Most candidates were able to

access the mark.

In this example, the candidate scores 1 mark as they have identified

a simple disadvantage of random sampling.

Candidates should be aware that low tariff questions sometimes

only require a simple response.
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Question 4 (a) (iii)

Q 4aiii, 5aiii and 6aiii were the same across each option.

This item was answered quite well with many candidates gaining 2 marks. Where candidates scored

only 1 mark it was due to them not writing the final answer to one decimal place or because they

had not shown the relevant working out as detailed in the question.

In this example, the candidate has gained credit for both marks

available as they have demonstrated their working out and given

the answer to one decimal place. This is exactly what was required

for this question.
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In this example, although the candidate has carried out the correct

calculation they have only scored 1 mark because the final answer

wasn't rounded to one decimal place.

For calculate questions read the instructions carefully to ensure you

meet the requirements of the question.
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Question 4 (a) (iv)

Q 4aiv, 5aiv and 6aiv were the same across each option.

This item required candidates to complete the bar chart. In the majority of cases candidates were

able to plot both bars successfully.

This a good example of a candidate who has scored both available

marks through taking care to draw the bars correctly.

Always use a ruler as it will help with accuracy.
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Question 4 (a) (v)

The majority of candidates were able to identify the anomaly and gain credit.

Question 4 (a) (vi)

Q 4avi, 5avi and 6avi were the same across each option.

Q4avi. For this question candidates were asked to suggest a reason for the anomalous result i.e.

the fact that the cork float took far longer to travel between A and B for sample 5. Most candidates

scored 1 mark here through identifying that something could have stopped the cork flowing down

the river, however in some cases they did not gain access to the second mark because the

candidate did not outline what effect the cork getting caught would have on the time taken to get to

point B. Other ideas included human error in timing or the distance measured between point A

and B.

Q5avi. Candidates in some cases tended to describe the anomaly rather than give a reason for it.

Many candidates accessed 1 mark for a simple idea such as rock fall.

Q6avi. Few candidates attempted this question but those that did followed the same pattern either

just describing the anomoly gaining no credit or by stating a simple idea such as human error.

A typical response is demonstrated here where the candidate has

identified the reason for the anomaly but hasn't developed the

answer in enough depth to gain credit for the second mark.
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Question 4 (b) 

Q4b, 5b and 6b assessed the same skill.

A relatively well answered question with the majority of students being able to describe another

primary method of data collection. Many candidates wrote about the use of questionnaires. Those

that did identify another primary method where normally able to develop the answer fully to gain

either 2 or 3 marks. In Q4b many candidates described collecting width and depth data for the

river, whilst in Q5b beach gradient was common. Q6b had the least well developed response from

candidates with elements of weather data collection being the most common but under developed

answer.

In this example, the candidate is looking at the rivers fieldwork question.

This is a typical example where the candidate scores 2 marks. In this

instance, they have identified a primary data collection method they

could use and started to explain what they would need to do.

However, the answer is not developed in enough detail to gain

access to the final mark.

For questions of this type, candidates should be encouraged to

think of data collection methods as a process in this way they

should be able to recall the stages they would go through more

easily and access more of the marks available.
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Question 4 (c) 

For this item candidates were asked to evaluate the success of their data analysis methods in

answering their geographical enquiry question. Candidates experienced some difficulty with this

question. The majority of candidates failed to get out of level 1 due to a poor understanding of

what was meant by the term data analysis. In the level 1 responses candidates were awarded

marks for some basic ideas around using graphs to support analysis. Many candidates failed to

score as they were focussed on describing data collection methods. Very few responses reached

level 3 which was disappointing but those that did showed a good understanding with a high level

of development.
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This is an example of a strong candidate response to this question.

Here the candidate has identified a number of ways in which their

own data analysis helped them answer their geographical enquiry

question. Although this response takes an approach which looks at

one method after another the candidate is able to logically evaluate

each method in enough detail to access level 3. There is evidence of

both AO3 and AO4 in this response.
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Candidates should understand that responses to "evaluate"

questions can include evaluation at any point in the response rather

than just at the end.
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In this example, the candidate scores 4 marks a low level 2

response. The candidate is quite descriptive in their response with a

very subtle evaluative comment with regard to effectiveness.
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Question 5 (a) (ii)

Usually scored a mark related to points around bias.

Question 5 (a) (iii)

Often correct, although quite a few did not follow the instruction to give answers to 1 decimal point.

Question 5 (a) (iv)

Usually the graphs were correct. Occasionally not attempted.

Question 5 (b) 

Where candidates were able to successfully identify a method of data collection, there would

usually be clear development for full marks. Sometimes data collection methods were not

appropriate for coasts. Beach profiles were the most common responses that got full marks.

Question 5 (c) 

As with other part c questions candidates often didn’t score well here as they focused their answer

around data collection methods, rather than analysis. Candidates often scored marks through

inferred analysis via data presentation methods. It’s a shame as often very good geographical

fieldwork knowledge was present, but it didn’t relate to analysis which meant that many of these

answers scored very low marks. Few noted the evaluate command word, and were often

descriptive of what they had done.
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Question 6 (b) 

A relatively well answered question with the majority of students being able to describe another

primary method of data collection.

Many candidates scored 1 mark but their ability to expand on their response was weak.

Question 6 (c) 

A poorly answered question with the vast majority of pupils not understanding the analysis part

and focussing on data collection only.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Ensure that candidates are familiar with the new command words used in this specification, for

example, the difference in demands of ‘analyse’ and ‘evaluate’.

Candidates should also spend time reviewing the process of geographical enquiry to ensure that

the stages are understood, this will help candidates prepare for the level response question in

section B.

Alternatively, ‘evaluate’ requires candidates to measure the value or success of something and

ultimately, provide a substantiated judgement/conclusion.

In questions where there is reference to a resource, it is important to ensure that evidence from

the resource is used to answer the question.

In questions where candidates are asked to develop a single reason, it is important to ensure that

the appropriate number of links in the explanatory chain are developed. The number of marks

should be used as a guide. These questions usually have the command word, ‘suggest’ or

‘explain', but may differ in depth depending on the expectation of the question. For example, a

4-mark, ‘explain one reason why...’ question requires greater depth than a 4-mark, ‘explain two

reasons for...’ question.

There will always be a few questions that require candidates to perform a calculation.Therefore,

it is essential that candidates have a calculator with them. It is also important to read the

question carefully. For example, if the question states, ‘answer to one decimal place’, this must be

done to access full marks.

In the new specification, there is a greater emphasis on AO3 (application of knowledge and

understanding), rather than merely recalling facts and figures. Therefore, it is important that

candidates can apply place-specific information from their case studies to unfamiliar contexts, or

when asked to refer to a named country. The absence of this is likely to limit attainment of higher

marks.

Use the Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs) and specimen papers to help familiarise candidates

with the structure of the paper; this will hopefully avoid situations where the rubric has not been

followed.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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