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Figure 6 
 

The growth of cities 
 

 

(Ten largest cities – 2015) POPULATION (millions) 

 
CITY MEDC/LEDC LATITUDE 1970 2000 

2015 
(Estimated)

1 Tokyo MEDC  36°N  17 27 28 

2 Mumbai (Bombay) LEDC  19°N  6 18 27 

3 Lagos LEDC  6°N  4 13 24 

4 Shanghai LEDC  31°N  11 17 23 

5 Jakarta LEDC  6°S  3 13 22 

6 São Paulo LEDC  23°S  8 17 21 

7 Beijing LEDC  40°N  7 14 18 

8 Mexico City LEDC  20°N  9 16 18 

9 Kolkata (Calcutta) LEDC  23°N  7 13 17 

10 New York MEDC  41°N  14 16 16 
 

 

(Figures are approximate.) 
 

MEDC – More Economically Developed Country (richer country) 
LEDC – Less Economically Developed Country (poorer country) 
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Figure 7 
 

Urbanisation in LEDCs 
 

 

 
 



4 
 

 
 

Figure 8 
 

Urban challenges in LEDCs 
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Figure 9  
 

Living conditions of the urban poor in Kolkata, India 
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Figure 10 
 

Urban problems in Kolkata 
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