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Introduction
This June 2019 session was the first for this new specification, International GCSE French 4FR1.

There were over 6000 candidates for this series. The total time allocated to this 80-mark paper was

1 hour 45 minutes. Questions 1 to 6 were compulsory and in Q07 candidates selected from three

tasks, each worth the same number of marks. Finally, Q08, a grammar exercise, was the final

question of the paper. The vast majority of candidates attempted all questions drawn from the five

prescribed topic areas, with varying outcomes. Teachers have clearly supported their candidates in

achieving some excellent performances with regard to the requirements of the paper.

Question 1

The format of the first question of this new specification was different to the previous specification

as candidates had to read the text thoroughly in order to answer the six questions with multiple

options. The vast majority of candidates did exceptionally well in this question, often scoring full

marks.

Question 2

Candidates answered most questions extremely well, which shows that they have practised the

format of the exercise. They were therefore confident to select the correct, relevant type of word

for each question. For Q02(f), candidates had to look for the correct gender agreements and refer

to the last section of the passage.

Question 3

Most candidates scored very highly in this question, showing an excellent grasp of the vocabulary

for the topic. Candidates clearly understood and applied the instructions throughout the exercise

by only ticking the correct name(s) for each statement.
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Question 4 

The text of this question was well understood and it was tackled extremely well by the majority of

candidates. Where problems arose, this was in the following parts of the question:

Q04(c): candidates who failed to score here often omitted the word “internat” and simply wrote

“austere à la campagne”. This was the most common error.

Q04(d): for this part of the question, some candidates copied large portions from the text which

did not include the relevant information. They therefore scored zero.

Q04(e): a few candidates lost marks on this part of the question by inserting a masculine form (eg

"ami/amis").

Q04(g): a large number of candidates scored 0 or 1 point on this part of the question because of

the omission of verbs (eg "le parfum de sa mère et le sourire de son père" which would score no

points).

When copying the answer, candidates must be careful with the spelling of the words as a mistake

could make an answer wrong - eg in Q04(c): "internat" vs "internet". The gender of the words is

sometimes important, as the wrong gender might create confusion - eg Q04(e): "amies" vs "amis".

In Q04(f), the candidates must ensure that the answers are complete, with the family members

included; the number of marks indicates the number of elements that are needed, therefore, “voir

sa famille” could not score all the marks.

4     IGCSE French 4FR1 02



Question 5 

This question met with more varied success as it was more demanding - expectedly so given that it

appears in a more demanding part of the paper. Those who were well-versed in question words did

well, whereas those who used guesswork to provide answers were not consistently lucky.

Candidates seemed to know their question words well on the whole and many scored highly. There

were a few examples of some answers written in English.

Most candidates scored well on parts Q05(a), Q05(d) and Q05(f). On Q05(b) many candidates scored

only 1 mark as they failed to include the two discrete answers required. It was necessary to express

the whole idea of “étudiants bénévoles”, rather than “étudiants” or “bénévoles” on their own which

was not sufficient. There were some examples of where candidates copied huge chunks from the

text but unfortunately omitted the part which contained the answer (eg "Les chiffres sont

choquants puisqu’il y a de plus en plus de personnes"). Others copied from "Le nombre …

alimentaire" and managed to achieve 2 marks by doing so. Many candidates lost marks on Q05(c)

by failing to include an appropriate verb and on Q05(e), candidates lost marks because they did not

include a notion of choice. Q05(g) was not well answered as the answer had to target the CV (eg “un

vrai plus sur le CV”). Many candidates transmitted the idea of the CV being enhanced or improved

but failed to include the second element about the CV having to include professional training or

experience.

When a question can be answered using a lift from the text, the candidate must ensure that the

answer is complete and logical. For example, in question 5(f), the answer “ni salaire” is not correct

by itself as it does not target the correct answer.
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Question 6 

This question was quite well tackled and many students chose to underline the four words which

needed to be included in the written piece. Candidates seemed to have been well prepared on the

whole for this question, with the majority successfully including the four key words in a nice, logical

order. The question also allowed candidates of lower levels to score well, as they were guided by

the four key words, nevertheless having sufficient freedom to show what they could do.

Advantages were sometimes combined with transport; this was often done well and made for more

sophisticated answers. Some of the essays in this question were outstanding, candidates writing far

more than they were recommended to do; they included a wide range of complex structures and

ideas about the environment with relevant and pertinent observations. Candidates of lower levels

also achieved reasonable marks as they managed to incorporate the four set words judiciously into

simple essays.
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The candidate only partially met the task as they did not successfully

develop the bullet points about 'transport' and 'futur'. The response also

has many language inaccuracies. This response scored 6 marks (3 for

Communication and content; 3 for Linguistic knowledge and accuracy).

The candidate has used the four bullet points to describe where they live.

The candidate has used some opinions and connectives successfully.

However, the work is not very accurate and the use of the future tense is

missing. This response scored 8 marks (4 for Communication and content;

4 for Linguistic knowledge and accuracy).
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The candidate has produced an excellent piece of work; they have used

the four bullet points to produce a convincing response with impressive

details. The language is complex, varied and very accurate. This response

scored 10 marks (5 for Communication and content; 5 for Linguistic

knowledge and accuracy).

IGCSE French 4FR1 02     9



Question 7

In general, candidates approached question 7 seriously and tried very hard. There were many

candidates scoring in the 7 - 8 band of the mark scheme with work being mostly coherent with

significant evidence of accurate language. A significant number scored in the highest band because

they used more complex language, were successful with verbs and produced relevant and coherent

answers. Often the candidates who kept to the recommended word count were those who scored

the highest marks as they were less likely to go off the point. There was often a mix up between

future and conditional tenses which cost candidates some valuable marks. Also, the past tense was

used with varying success though most candidates could express something in the past even if it

was not sustained. The compulsory bullet points are designed to help the students express

themselves in three different time frames. Therefore, students must ensure that they write using

three different time frames in order to reach the highest mark in “Linguistic knowledge and

accuracy”. Some candidates managed to address a bullet point without using a specific time frame.

For example, in question 7(b), some students wrote about a future trip using the verb “vouloir”. By

doing so, they wrote about an intention, and not a future plan, and they therefore did not take the

opportunity to write using a future time frame. This could result in the use of only two time frames

in the whole essay, leading to a lower mark.

Question 7 (a) 

This was quite a popular choice and candidates were able to talk about the benefits of doing

exercise as they referred to health and welfare. Most candidates began quite well, mentioning

several positive effects of exercise. Some mistook "équipe" for equipment for the second bullet

point, but generally answered the third point well. Point four proved quite challenging for many,

who didn’t manage to talk about how they would motivate others, but rather gave general points

about taking part in sport. Most candidates were able to write about a sport they had done with

mixed success with past tense verbs; even candidates of lower levels could express an opinion in

the past. Many candidates failed to include the final bullet (“comment tu motiverais les jeunes à

faire une activité sportive”) or tried to address it but were unsuccessful. There was some

misunderstanding on the part of some candidates who explained how they themselves had been

motivated to be physically active. That said, there were some simple, straightforward ideas such as

"je demanderais des places gratuities au centre de sports pour les jeunes le weekend" or "je ferais

du sport avec les jeunes" which were very effective.
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The candidate has attempted to address all four bullet points, but has only

managed to complete two out of the four. There is very little evidence of

correct spelling and verb formation. In order to achieve higher marks, the

candidate would have to develop all four bullet points and offer a more

accurate and ambitious response.

This response scored 10 marks (6 for Communication and content; 4 for

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy).
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The candidate has addressed some bullet points of the task successfully.

In order to achieve higher marks in the communication and content

section, the candidate would have to use the past tense to write about a

sport that they had practised or played recently as well as use the

conditional tense to offer ideas to motivate young people to do exercise.

As for the linguistic knowledge and accuracy section, the candidate would

have to use different tenses consistently and accurately in their writing

and show good evidence of correct spelling.

This response scored 14 marks (7 for Communication and content; 7 for

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy).
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The candidate offers a piece of work that is fluent and coherent.

Throughout the coverage of the four bullet points, the language is

accurate, varied and complex.

This response scored 18 marks (9 for Communication and content; 9 for

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy).
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Question 7 (b) 
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The candidate has only developed one of the prescribed bullet points and

has produced language which is not sufficiently accurate and varied.

Candidates must cover all the bullet points.

This response scored 9 marks (5 for Communication and content; 4 for

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy).
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The candidate has not met the task fully as bullet points two and four are

only partially developed. In order to achieve higher marks in the linguistic

knowledge and accuracy section, it is important that tenses, gender

agreements and spelling are accurate throughout the piece of work.

This response scored 14 marks (7 for Communication and content; 7 for

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy).
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The candidate has successfully completed the task as they have developed

the four bullet points thoroughly and the language is fluent, complex and

convincing throughout.

This response scored 18 marks (9 for Communication and content; 9 for

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy).
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Question 7 (c)
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The candidate has addressed some aspects of the task but they have only

developed some of the bullet points successfully. The inaccuracy of the

language often hinders the meaning of the piece of work and the

candidate needs to demonstrate a wider range of vocabulary linked to the

topic.

This response scored 12 marks (6 for Communication and content; 6 for

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy).

IGCSE French 4FR1 02     23



24     IGCSE French 4FR1 02



The candidate did not achieve marks in the top band in the

communication and content band because they did not develop two out

of the four prescribed bullet points. With regard to the linguistic

knowledge and accuracy section, the candidate did not offer evidence of

understanding correct gender agreements and the word order was flawed

on several occasions.

This response scored 14 marks (7 for Communication and content; 7 for

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy).
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The candidate offers a response that is coherent and very accurate. This

piece of writing covers all four bullet points with great detail and the

language is complex and varied.

This response scored 20 marks.
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Question 8 

Candidates lost marks for this question when they did not include the auxiliary verb when applying

the past tense. They also made spelling mistakes and did not use the correct gender agreements. It

is important to note that some candidates did not answer Q08; they may not have realised that the

grammar question was the last question on the paper and not the extended essay as per the last

specification.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Check the spelling of their written work carefully.

Check the verb endings of their written work carefully and revise how to form the past tense.

The future and the conditional tenses are distinct tenses and they should be applied as such.

All topic and sub-topic areas should be given the same attention when studying and revising for

paper 4FR1_02.

Candidates should take considered care with their grammar in order to score higher marks in the

last exercise of the paper.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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