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with the Grade Descriptions on page 15 of the specification; to the 
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Paper One - Drama and Prose 
 
Example One (Question 4A), A View from the Bridge 
Throughout the play, issues of law and justice are raised frequently.  Chose THREE events 
from the play that highlight these issues, and explain their dramatic importance. 
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Examiner’s Comments 
This response addresses the question directly, offering comments on three distinct 
scenes – Eddie’s meeting with Alfieri, the ‘jail scene’, and the ending.  The 
introduction is organised, and constructive, defining the concepts in the question in 
the candidate’s own terms.  What follows is purposeful, and reflects a clear 
understanding of the themes and relationships within the play, though it does not 
develop the comments to any great depth.  The textual evidence offered consists, 
mostly, of appropriately chosen details.  The C grade description applies here: 
there is not quite the depth to place the response higher.  24 out of 40. 



 

London Examinations IGCSE English Literature (4360) Exemplar candidate materials 4

Example Two (Question 6B), Pride and Prejudice 
There are various settings in this novel, such as Meryton, Pemberley, London and Rosings 
Hall.  Chose two of these settings and show how EACH has its own atmosphere and how each 
is important to the novel. 
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Examiner’s Comments 
Although there is an imbalance in the response – there is more on Rosings than on 
Meryton – this essay shows a sharp focus on the task, from the outset.  The Rosings 
section shows considerable insight into how the setting reflects the personality of 
Lady Catherine, and the analysis of the exchanges between Lady Catherine and 
Elizabeth is very sharp.  The supporting use of the text here is also impressive.  The 
writing in this part of the essay has the perception, and depth of detail, 
characteristic of responses at high B, or A, grades.  However, the second part is 
relatively disappointing, and the Meryton comments are more generalised: there is 
no real conviction in identifying a particular ‘Meryton’ atmosphere.  Overall, 
therefore, 25 out of 40. 
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Example Three (Question 6A), Pride and Prejudice  
‘As they are presented in the novel, Charlotte Lucas and Mr Collins seem very well matched.’  
To what extent do you agree with this statement? 
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Examiner’s Comments 
This response starts positively and concisely, suggesting a well-planned approach.  
An overview of the text is offered, in that Charlotte’s marriage is seen in the 
context of the novel as a whole (‘Unlike Elizabeth …’ etc).  Also, some insight is 
shown into the cultural, historical and social context – and indeed this ‘old maid’ 
interpretation forms a large part of the candidate’s argument.  The response 
remains focused on the question, and the text, throughout.  However, the 
comments are not particularly advanced, and the references to the text are often 
fairly broad, in terms of character and narrative, so that little really detailed, or 
persuasive, evidence is offered.  (Many candidates who achieved higher marks on 
this question were able to refer in detail to Charlotte’s conversations with 
Elizabeth about her marriage, for example).  28 out of 40. 
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Example Four (Question 1B), Julius Caesar 
Explain the dramatic importance of the supernatural in ‘Julius Caesar’.  How are Caesar and 
Brutus affected by any of the extraordinary elements in the play, such as ghosts, omens, 
dreams or the soothsayer? 
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Examiner’s Comments 
After a somewhat slow opening, this response shows a very keen focus on the 
question.  The use of the text is detailed, purposeful, and sustained (there are few 
actual quotations, but detailed references are chosen to good effect).  There is 
mature understanding of the play’s key features.  The candidate shows how the 
play’s themes, structure, relationships and so on are brought out through the 
references to the supernatural. The ideas are expressed clearly and coherently.  
34 out of 40. 
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Example Five (Question 4B), A View from the Bridge 
Consider how Catherine’s relationship with Eddie develops as the play progresses. 
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Examiner’s Comments 
This response impresses from the start … ‘Eddie and Catherine are presented as …’ 
and establishes at once that the candidate is aware of subtlety and depth in their 
relationship, and that the candidate has an awareness of the play’s structure.  The 
question is addressed very directly, and this focus is never lost.  The use of the text 
is very sophisticated for this level, and is sustained throughout, forming the basis 
of a coherent and convincing interpretation of Catherine’s character and 
relationship with Eddie.  The candidate’s economical and precise vocabulary of 
course helps to give the response conviction; but the high mark is gained primarily 
through the detailed and thorough knowledge of the text, and the way in which 
this is harnessed to the demands of the question.  39 out of 40. 
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Paper Two – Poetry 
 
 
Example Six (Question 2) 
Several of the poems in the Poetry Anthology express strong emotions.  Choose any TWO 
poems and show how the poets present these emotions. 
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Examiner’s Comments 
This response offers a straightforward interpretation of two poems, without much 
development or depth.  The choice of poems is perhaps not an obvious one – some 
readers might consider that ‘Half-past Two’ does not make explicit ‘strong 
emotions’ in the way that many other poems in the Anthology do, and this choice 
of poems tends to limit the candidate’s opportunities for comparison.  Most of the 
comments are appropriate, but they tend to be somewhat superficial, and there is 
little sense of personal engagement with the poems.  The comments on language 
are usually sound, but they are rarely developed, and tend to lack conviction.  
Focus on the question is also a little loose.  21 out of 40. 
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Example Seven (Question 1) 
‘Remember’ and ‘Refugee Mother and Child’ both portray people approaching death.  
Explain fully whether you think each poet has been successful in writing about death. 
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Examiner’s Comments 
This response is quite well balanced, giving more or less equal weight to each 
poem.  The two interpretations both show insight and understanding.  There is a 
clear awareness of the effects of language (the paragraph beginning ‘The mother’s 
devotion …’, for example, illustrates quite convincingly how language choices 
affect tone and convey feeling).  Where technical terms are introduced they are 
used purposefully (e.g., the example of euphemism in ‘Remember’), rather than 
merely as ‘window dressing’.  The question is also borne in mind at all times, and a 
clear statement is offered in summing up the interpretation of each poem.  The 
response does not, however, reach the highest grades as it is a little ‘thin’, lacking 
the sustained depth and detail of the very best work.  31 out of 40.  
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Example Eight (Question 2) 
Several of the poems in the Poetry Anthology express strong emotions.  Choose any TWO 
poems and show how the poets present these emotions. 
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Examiner’s Comments 
The introductory paragraph reflects a confident and considered approach: the 
candidate justifies the choice of poems, whilst introducing (and briefly 
summarising) them.  The interpretations are thorough and workmanlike – if not 
particularly sophisticated – and the comments on technique are always purposeful 
and well illustrated.  A detailed knowledge of the two poems is put to good use, 
throughout the essay.  There is little complex or technical vocabulary used in the 
analysis, but points are made simply and with conviction – e.g. the paragraph 
beginning ‘The poet does not know …’.  The candidate does not quite offer the 
depth of detailed understanding or commentary for the highest marks, but this is 
clearly sound A grade work.  33 out of 40. 
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Paper Three – Coursework 
 
 
Example Nine  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

London Examinations IGCSE English Literature (4360) Exemplar candidate materials 27

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

London Examinations IGCSE English Literature (4360) Exemplar candidate materials 28

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

London Examinations IGCSE English Literature (4360) Exemplar candidate materials 29

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

London Examinations IGCSE English Literature (4360) Exemplar candidate materials 30

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

London Examinations IGCSE English Literature (4360) Exemplar candidate materials 31

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examiner’s Comments 
This unit of coursework offers a sound, if undeveloped, interpretation of the 
chosen poems.  The precise focus of the assignment title is helpful for this 
candidate, offering support and direction – although such a relatively prescriptive 
title might have been limiting for a more gifted candidate. 
 
Many of the points made are supported by close reference to the text, although the 
ideas are at times not followed through: we are often told that a language choice, 
or an image, is ‘effective’, for example, but we are rarely told what the particular 
effect is.  However, the unit sticks to its task, shows a clear understanding of 
meaning and tone, and offers some personal opinions – albeit without much sense 
of engagement.  Occasional difficulties in expression may hinder the flow of the 
argument, though they rarely obstruct meaning.  25 out of 40. 
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Example Ten  
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Examiner’s Comments  
This unit offers a close and detailed analysis of the chosen poems, demonstrating 
clear understanding and some sensitivity in interpretation.  The quality of the 
work, and how points are developed more fully than in the case of the previous 
examplar unit, can be seen clearly in the two candidates’ treatment of the ‘arm 
upbore’ and ‘arm drops’ references to ‘Plena Timoris’.  In this unit the observation 
has more depth, and suggests a much more engaged personal response, even 
though the basic idea is not dissimilar.  Additionally, this unit is lucidly and 
coherently expressed, using a technical vocabulary where this is appropriate.  
Overall, this unit offers personal insights, sound technical analysis, and a clearly 
focused response to the assignment title.  33 out of 40. 
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Example Eleven  
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Examiner’s Comments  
This is an outstanding unit, combining a confident personal response with a highly 
detailed technical analysis of the poets’ styles.  The candidate is not afraid to 
express individual (or ‘non-standard’) views – ‘Even though the metaphors used are 
clichéd …’; and invariably the points are supported with detailed and relevant 
textual examples.  The understanding of poetic form and technique is sophisticated 
– remarkable at GCSE level.  There is a sensitive, mature and critical understanding 
of the material, expressed in a lucid way, which carries great conviction.  A wide 
range of technical terms is used appropriately, and, while the points could no 
doubt be made equally well without the use of these terms, their use enables this 
candidate to communicate ideas concisely and precisely.  The excellent ending of 
the unit, on a personal note, rounds off a piece of work of which the candidate 
should be very proud.  40 out of 40.  
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