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Commentary on Script 1 
 
Section A 
 
Q1  Look again at lines 22 to 27. What three comparisons does the writer use to help the 
reader understand the boat's appearance and construction? 

3 marks 
 
The three marks available are for the 3 comparisons which are 

• a patchwork quilt 
• like the skin over a man’s ribcage 
• like a floating banana. 

 
This candidate achieves 3 marks.  
She identifies all 3 and achieves full marks.  It is not necessary to write extended answers 
for this section and this candidate is suitable succinct. 
 
 
Q2  In your own words explain why a leather boat is more at risk than other boats. 

5 marks 
 

This candidate achieves 2 marks. 
She does not use the material from the passage to offer a full explanation. The final 
paragraph is a repetition of “decomposes easily” which has already been stated at the top 
of the page. The final sentence does not add anything to the explanation. It lacks range. 
The candidate would  be advised to use the mark tariff as a helpful indicator to the type of 
detail to go into in the answer. 
 
 
Q3 How does the writer convey the violence and power of the sea and the weather 
throughout this passage?  
 
You should refer closely to the passage to support your answer. You may include brief 
quotations. 

         12 marks 
 
This candidate achieves 11 marks. 
This is a very detailed answer that gets almost full marks and covers a wide range of 
features including tense, figurative language, active verbs, adverbs, adjectives and 
structure. A strength of this answer is the manner in which it considers the effect that 
these techniques are intended to achieve and does not stop at merely identifying these 
features, see paragraph 2 of the answer. It is also able to articulate its understanding 
through a successful integration of quotations and the clarity of its own expression,  
eg “revengeful creatures”. 
 
The answer could have been improved by recognising the manner in which the boat is 
personified and we as readers are encouraged to empathise with it. There is some 
reference to structure in terms of chronology, but not in terms of a growing sense of 
tension and danger. 
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Q4  Remind yourself of the passage, Explorers, or Boys Messing About? Either way, 
taxpayer gets rescue bill, from the London Examinations Anthology. This passage is 
printed at the end of this examination paper.  

How does the writer encourage us to take an unsympathetic view of the actions of the 
two men? 

 
You may include brief quotations from the passage to support your answer. 
          10 marks 
 
This candidate achieves 10 marks. 
This answer allies a strong personal engagement with the text with an insight into the 
writer’s techniques which is well supported and detailed. There are some subtle readings, 
such as the comparison between the “boys messing about” and the seriousness and 
organised nature of such bodies as the RAF. There is no wastage in this answer – it remains 
focused throughout. 
 
 
Q5 -  “Explorers and adventurers should be forced to pay for the cost of their own 
rescues, however expensive.”  
 
Write a letter to a newspaper arguing for or against this statement. 
          10 marks 
 
This candidate achieves 6 marks. 
This answer develops into one of maturity that articulates a strong personal view. 
However, it starts clumsily with poor spelling in the second sentence. Vocabulary and 
spelling are not sufficiently secure and for this aspect would merit a mark in the band 3 
area. It reaches a clearly argued conclusion that is well expressed and communicates 
clearly. It could have been improved by a greater level of accuracy and a sophistication in 
expression. 
 

Q6  Your school or college is planning to produce a booklet about pastimes and hobbies, 
for students and parents to read.  You have been asked to write an entry for this booklet.  

Your contribution should include details of your pastime or hobby, explaining why it 
interests you. 
          20 marks 
 
This candidate achieves 20 marks. 
The piece has an arresting single sentence, single paragraph opening that places it clearly 
as recount text and appeals to the senses of the reader. It hooks the reader in by 
indicating that something may have occurred to change the views of the writer. The 
viewpoint of the adult recollecting the childhood experience is strongly established. 
 
Paragraph two begins with a complex sentence that plunges the reader into the action. 
The references to the new bag chime with the experiences of many readers and indicate a 
particularity of recollection that helps to emphasise the childish viewpoint. 
 
Paragraph 3 also begins with a complex sentence that moves the action along. The 
cumulative nature of the sentence and what it describes helps to define the persona of the 
writer. 
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The writer uses a wide variety of sentences and a range of vocabulary that enhance the 
engagement and understanding of the reader. The use of ellipsis at the end of a number of 
paragraphs may be a simple device, but used in context it is effective. The piece is not 
perfect, and neither does it have to be to be awarded top marks. The “best fit” principle 
is being applied in which greater control and sophistication in some areas make up for 
slight shortfalls in other areas. 
 
Total 52 marks out of 60, an A* star candidate with some room to improve. 



IGCSE English Language  (4355) Exemplar candidate responses 13

Script 2 
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Commentary on Script 2 
 
Q1 Look again at lines 22 to 27.  What three comparisons does the writer use to help the 
reader understand the boat's appearance and construction? 

3 marks 
 
The three marks available are for the 3 comparisons which are 

• a patchwork quilt 
• like the skin over a man’s ribcage 
• like a floating banana. 

 
This candidate achieves 2 marks. 
There seems to be a lack of clarity on the focus of the question, understanding the key 
words and what the question is actually asking for. As a result not all that the candidate 
writes is relevant or helpful. 
 
 
Q2 In your own words explain why a leather boat is more at risk than other boats. 

5 marks 
 

This candidate achieves 3 marks. 
This candidate writes at length but has not decided upon a number of points that need to 
be made, and as a result the answer lacks focus and becomes repetitive in paragraphs 2 
and 3. The answer could be improved by a greater conciseness and brevity in expression 
and by avoiding repetition. 
 
 
Q3 How does the writer convey the violence and power of the sea and the weather 
throughout this passage?  
 
You should refer closely to the passage to support your answer. You may include brief 
quotations. 

         12 marks 
 
This candidate achieves 8 marks.  
This answer begins with the same lack of focus, with an opening paragraph that does little 
more than re-order the words from the question and makes no comments on the text itself 
in relation to the question. Paragraph 2 is better, but it falls into the trap of asserting 
something, namely that the opening statement is “shocking” but never fully explains why 
the candidate has come to that conclusion. Paragraph 3 begins to show a very clear focus, 
which goes on to integrate supporting text well, referring to the emotional state of the 
writer and making a number of relevant points. 
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Q4 Remind yourself of the passage, Explorers, or Boys Messing About?  Either way, 
taxpayer gets rescue bill, from the London Examinations Anthology. This passage is 
printed at the end of this examination paper.  

How does the writer encourage us to take an unsympathetic view of the actions of the 
two men? 

 
You may include brief quotations from the passage to support your answer. 
          10 marks 
 
This candidate achieves 8 marks. 
This answer begins well with a useful summative paragraph that gives a clear indication 
about the main points in the answer. These are then further developed and expanded 
upon. It is the mark of a candidate who has thought through an answer before writing, 
rather than one who is making it up as they go along. The answer integrates support well 
and covers a good range of points. It could have been improved by extending the range of 
points made, as the writer is clearly using more techniques than have been identified by 
this candidate. It is not necessary to have every factor in the answer, but this answer 
cannot score full marks whilst it only deals with a limited range of points. 
 
 
Q5 “Explorers and adventurers should be forced to pay for the cost of their own rescues, 
however expensive.”  
 
Write a letter to a newspaper arguing for or against this statement. 
          10 marks 
 
This candidate achieves 6 marks. 
This candidate writes at length, but does not demonstrate sufficient control and 
appropriateness to achieve more than 6 marks. The opening paragraph is an early 
indication of the candidate’s lack of understanding of the writing conventions required for 
the task at hand. Paragraph 2 shows an ability to make clear statements in relation to the 
task, but the control of sentences is not secure. The text structure is generally secure as is 
the general sense of purpose. It certainly communicates clearly, sometimes quite directly.  
These features place it in Band 3. 
 
 

Q6 Your school or college is planning to produce a booklet about pastimes and hobbies, 
for students and parents to read.  You have been asked to write an entry for this booklet.  

Your contribution should include details of your pastime or hobby, explaining why it 
interests you. 
          20 marks 
 
This candidate achieves 14 marks 
The strength of this answer is the use of a growing range of expressive words and phrases 
that help to shape the reader’s understanding of the first day at school – such terms as, 
“childish and immature”, “glared at me”, “students scattered everywhere”. Paragraphing 
is secure and adds to the structure of the piece, and sentence structure is mostly secure.  
There are some slips in punctuation and expression, but also the use of direct speech to 
define character and create an emotional involvement. “Best fit” places this in Band 4. It 
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could have been improved by a much better first paragraph, which is pedestrian and does 
not help to engage the reader from the first few lines. 
 
Overall this candidate achieves 41 marks out of 60, just achieving grade A. 
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Script 3 
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Commentary on Script 3 
 
Q1 Look again at lines 22 to 27.  What three comparisons does the writer use to help the 
reader understand the boat's appearance and construction? 

3 marks 
 
The three marks available are for the 3 comparisons which are 

• a patchwork quilt 
• like the skin over a man’s ribcage 
• like a floating banana. 

 
This candidate achieves 2 marks. 
Quite clearly part c of this answer is not addressing the thrust of the question and  so 
misses the mark entirely. 
 
 
Q2 In your own words explain why a leather boat is more at risk than other boats. 

5 marks 
 

This candidate achieves 0 marks. 
An answer that seems to bear no relationship to the text which features a leather boat 
currently at sea.  There are no features here that are markworthy. 
 
 
Q3 How does the writer convey the violence and power of the sea and the weather 
throughout this passage?  
 
You should refer closely to the passage to support your answer.  You may include brief 
quotations. 

         12 marks 
 
This candidate achieves 4 marks. 
The candidate writes at length and is able to comment on certain features of language and 
to offer some support.  The answer lacks brevity and conciseness: witness the first dozen 
or so lines in which there is one single point that is creditworthy.  The answer is weakened 
by an inability to clearly express what is in the candidate’s head and as such we are left 
with weak expressions such as “the sea was not very good” which do not further the cause 
of this answer.  The final paragraph contains an interesting mismatch between comment 
and text selected: both are relevant but one is not the support and exemplification for the 
other. 
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Q4 Remind yourself of the passage, Explorers, or Boys Messing About?  Either way, 
taxpayer gets rescue bill, from the London Examinations Anthology.   This passage is 
printed at the end of this examination paper.  

How does the writer encourage us to take an unsympathetic view of the actions of the 
two men? 

 
You may include brief quotations from the passage to support your answer. 
          10 marks 
 
This candidate achieves 6 marks. 
The candidate writes at some length in response to this question and is able to refer to a 
number of features of the answer.  He is sure that the passage is ironic and says so on 
more than one occasion but is not able adequately to define how and where.  This 
candidate seems to have been taught to use a simple but effective form of words, “This 
shows that” which ensures that the candidate draws conclusions and consolidates points 
rather than merely outlining features noted. 
 
 
Q5 “Explorers and adventurers should be forced to pay for the cost of their own rescues, 
however expensive.”  
 
Write a letter to a newspaper arguing for or against this statement. 
          10 marks 
 
This candidate achieves 5 marks. 
This response is able to express a clear view.  It is generally accurate in many ways, and is 
structured into paragraphs.  However, some expressions are not as clear as they might be. 
 
 

Q6 Your school or college is planning to produce a booklet about pastimes and hobbies, 
for students and parents to read.  You have been asked to write an entry for this booklet.  

Your contribution should include details of your pastime or hobby, explaining why it 
interests you. 
          20 marks 
 
This candidate achieves 10 marks 
This piece achieves a band 3 mark because it is able to construct and relate a whole tale, 
so purpose is generally clear.  It is paragraphed and has a simple structure, though the first 
paragraph is deliberately not chronological in its placing.  The candidate uses a variety of 
sentence lengths and structures, which helps to sustain interest in a what is a simple tale.  
A range of punctuation is used to some effect, such as the punctuation of direct speech.  
Improvement in the quality and accuracy of expression and in the development of the story 
itself would have resulted in a more successful piece of writing. 
 
Overall, this candidate achieved 27 marks out of 60, just achieving grade C. 
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Paper 3 
 
Question 1 (15 marks) 
Most readers find the story of Swami becoming a hero interesting and entertaining.  
 
Explain how the writer achieves this. 
 
In your answer you should write about: 

• Swami’s thoughts and feelings 
• how other characters and relationships add to the interest 
• the ways in which events turn out unexpectedly 
• the use of language. 
 

You should refer closely to the passage to support your answer. You may use brief 
quotations. 
 
Answer 1 
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Paper 3, Question 1  
 
Answer 1: commentary  
 
This lengthy answer is focused on the question throughout and addresses all the bullet 
points in detail. The analysis is supported with precise quotations which are deftly woven 
into the sentences. The candidate also develops a coherent interpretation of the text 
which grows in authority as it proceeds. However, what particularly distinguishes this 
answer is the way in which the candidate picks up the humour of the story and its irony, 
particularly in relation to the character of the father. The comments on the presentation 
of Swami’s character are also subtle and the analysis of language in the penultimate 
paragraph shows assurance. We may not agree with every idea but all the above factors 
point to an exceptionally good answer. “Astute” and “penetrating” are adjectives which 
are appropriately descriptive.  
 
 
15 marks – grade A* 
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Paper 3, question 1  
 
Answer 2
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Paper 3, Question 1  
 

Answer 2, commentary  
 
This answer is thorough, closely argued and precisely referenced to the text. The 
question is always in focus and all the bullet points are dealt with. Careful, 
thoughtful ideas are expressed and the candidate brings out key characteristics, 
especially in the ways in which the text reflects everyday life and provides 
humorous insights into characters such as Swami, who tries to look like he is 
sleeping because “if I didn’t sleep at once” he would die, and the grandmother 
who becomes representative of “any grandmother in the world”. Overall this is 
thoughtful, occasionally perceptive interpretation. 
 
12 marks – grade A 
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Paper 3, Question 1 
 
Answer 3 
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Paper 3, Question 1  
 

Answer 3: commentary  
 
This answer makes a reasonable range of valid points, mostly focused on the 
question, and uses appropriate quotations to support them. The grasp of the text is 
sound, if not fully sustained, with occasional hints of deeper understanding, for 
instance in the references to the mother. The comments on language are 
straightforward, but they are related directly to the question. Overall clear 
understanding is shown; each bullet point is addressed adequately, even if there is 
an initial tendency to describe and the comments could be more developed. 
Overall, however, there is enough here to suggest modest attainment compatible 
with a potential C. 
 
9 marks – grade C
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Paper 3: Question 2 (a) (15 marks) 
 
Answer 1 
 
Courage can take many forms. 
 
Write about somebody you know or have heard of, who, in your view, has been brave.  
 
In your answer explore what kind of courage he or she has shown. 
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Paper 3, Question 2 (a)  

 
Answer 1: commentary 
 
This is an uneven response. Its strengths lie in the way it addresses the question, 
dealing with courage directly and exploring it from a personal perspective. 
Beginning with the idea that “courageous people aren’t only the ones who fight for 
their country or the one they love” (the stilted expression is typical) it develops a 
thoughtful response, which first touches on one or two occasions where some sort 
of courage was needed, and moves on to a more detailed and developed 
presentation of the incident which epitomises the candidate’s concept of courage. 
The candidate’s exploration of the subject is engaging: description, narrative, 
speech and reflection are mixed to provide a varied texture. It is well structured 
and the content is interesting. In a sense it is an effective piece, but its impact is 
weakened by errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. A ‘best fit’ judgement 
would put it in band 3. 
 
9 marks – grade C 
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Paper 3: Question 2 (b) (15 marks) 
 
Answer 2 

 
‘Modern teenagers are lazy, spoilt and irresponsible.’ 
 
Do you agree or disagree with this view? Give full reasons to support your opinion. 
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Paper 3, Question 2 (b)  
 
Answer 2: commentary 
 
This response is logically argued, securely structured and well developed. Words are aptly 
chosen and the sentences and paragraphs are linked effectively. Each paragraph develops 
another point in the argument, and these are linked neatly by a range of cohesive devices. 
The main weakness lies in the unwieldy and over complicated sentences, but technically 
and grammatically it is secure enough to ensure that the ideas are communicated clearly. 
Overall it fulfils most of the band 4 descriptors. 
 
11 marks - grade A
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Paper 3: Question 2 (c) (15 marks) 
 
Answer 3 
 
‘I never thought it would end like that.’ 
 
Write a short story beginning with these words. 
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Paper 3, Question 2 (c)  

 
Answer 3: commentary 
 
This monologue stretches the short story form to the limit. One of the rules of examining is 
to be alert to “unusual, perhaps original approaches.” This answer falls into that category. 
The candidate takes on the character of someone, who has died in unusual and unspecified 
circumstances and is now reflecting on her life. What engages our interest is not just the 
analysis of death and afterlife, but the ways in which these ideas are conveyed – notably 
through powerful imagery and a range of sentence structures, including rhetorical 
questions.  Sometimes the choice of words is a little strange – “illuminous” “reminisce” – 
but, on the other hand, “cherish” and “conquer” are used with precision. Overall the 
expression has both vitality and ambition. The structure is similarly assured – the narrator 
reveals her life as the piece develops and the ending is really another beginning. The 
whole piece is sophisticated in its approach and realisation. In terms of accuracy, there are 
some weaknesses, but nothing that impedes communication.  

 
14 marks – grade A* 
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Coursework (component 4) 
 
Sample A 
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Commentary on coursework sample A 
 
Unit 1 (Reading) 
 
A comparison of the presentations of soldiers and civilians in a time of conflict. 
 
Closely detailed, thoughtful analysis, from which a strongly personal response emerges. 
The comparative element is limited and could be developed in a more explicit way. A 
comfortable grade B. 
 
29 marks 
 
 
Unit 2 (Writing)   
 
A creative story on the theme of fear. 
 
Adventurous, powerful and accurate writing. A variety of structures, including speech and 
minor sentences, is used successfully to enhance the tension. Despite the occasional slip, 
some rather stolid paragraphing and a less than surprising ending, the task is securely 
realised. The teacher comment is very precise. Solid Band 4 attainment.  
 
AO (i) and (ii)  25 + AO (iii) 10 = 35 marks 
 
Overall: 
 
Reading  29  
Writing           35 
           Total   64 ÷ 2 = 32 marks 
 
32 marks, grade A  
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Sample B 
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Commentary on coursework sample B 
 
Unit 1 (Reading) 
 
Dulce et Decorum Est 
 
The title invites straightforward analysis and the candidate does this very competently. It 
is sound and thorough and shows insight, though it becomes descriptive towards the end. 
The personal response seems tagged on as an extra paragraph. 
 
25 marks 
 
 
Unit 2 (Writing) 
 
Ban smoking? Yes or No? 
 
It is unclear what this is meant to be.  If considered as a magazine article or newspaper 
feature — the sub headings suggest this — it works quite well. Despite the occasionally 
faltering command, it shows a generally clear sense of purpose in developing an argument. 
Complexity is attempted with an uncertain degree of success, though the punctuation is 
usually precise. It is mostly accurate, but there are a few glaring errors.  
 
AO (i) and (ii)  18  +  AO (iii)  7  =  25 marks 
 
Overall: 
 
Reading  25  
Writing  25 
             total 50 ÷ 2 = 25 marks 
 
25 marks - grade C 
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Sample C 
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Commentary on coursework sample C 
 
Unit 1 (Reading) 
 
A comparison of the presentations of soldiers and civilians in a time of conflict. 
 
Whilst the candidate responds to the content of the poems, and tries to compare them and 
put them in their historical context, there is little real analysis, particularly of how 
language is used to achieve the writer’s effects. Overall this essay demonstrates familiarity 
with the texts rather than understanding of them. 
 
13 marks 
 
 
Unit 2 (Writing) 
 
A creative story on the theme of fear. 
 
This is certainly imaginative and it begins in an entertaining way, but the command breaks 
down. There are particular problems with tenses and sentences. The teacher’s comment 
sums it up. 
 
AO (i) and (ii)  12 + AO (iii)  5  = 17 marks 
 
Overall: 
 
Reading  13  
Writing  17 
             total 30 ÷ 2 = 15 
 
15 marks - grade E  
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