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Question 1

There was in Basra an elderly gentleman known respectfully as Abu al-
Agharr. He was staying with the people of one of his sisters on a road
through the area of Banu Mazin. His sister’s people were from Quraish.

One day in Ramadan, the men of the tribe had gone out to their lands, and
the women were also out at the mosque. Only the maid-servants remained
in the house. A dog was on the prowl for food that night. He saw the house
and entered it but the door slammed shut behind him. Some of the maid-
servants heard the sound and thought that a thief had come in. One of
them went to Abu al-Agharr and reported the matter.

“What on earth does this thief want?” asked Abu al-Agharr.
He then took his stick and came and stood at the door of the house.

“You wicked so-and-so!” he said. “Do you really not know who I am? And
are you anyone else but one of Bani Mazin’s thieves who has drunk a foul,
bitter drink until your soul led you to have all sorts of hope and you said: 'l
will go tonight to the Banu Amr houses and steal something from them,
while the men are far away and the women are praying in the mosque’.

“"What a disgrace!” Abu al-Agharr continued. "By God, a son of people who
are free would not do such a thing! May you come out now, or else I will
scream so horrible a scream that the two tribes of Amr and Handhala will
meet together, and helpers will come with a large number of pebbles, and
the men will rain upon you from here, there and everywhere.

When Abu al-Agharr noticed that nobody was answering him, he tried the
gentle approach and said:

“Come out now! I do not think you know me, but if you did, you would
trust me. I am Abu al-Agharr al-Nahshali, a maternal uncle of the people
here. You will not come to harm here tonight, so come on out! You are
under my protection!”

When the dog heard the words, he fell silent, and when Abu al-Agharr was
quiet, the dog jumped up and tried to find a way out. Abu al-Agharr shouted
and then laughed.

After he had been standing there for some long time, one of the maid-
servants came to him and said:

“You crazy Bedouin of the desert! I cannot see anything bad in the house.

She pushed the door, and the dog came rushing out. Abu al-Agharr leaned
away from him, and fell over backwards.

“Good Heavens!” he said. "I have never seen anything like tonight! I
assume it was just a dog all the time. If I had known what he really was, 1
would have gone on into him”.



Question 2

He was able to cross the road slowly but he felt embarrassed that any
passer-by might come upon him unexpectedly and see him walking, slowly,
and with confused steps. He was afraid that his brother might come up to
him: this brother who would return to the room from time to time to take a
book or a utensil, or some kind of food that was being stored there so that
he could allay his hunger while sipping tea at other times than breakfast or
supper.

Anything was easier for the boy to bear than to be surprised by his brother
looking at him when he was confused. His brother would then ask him:
“"What’s the matter with you? Where do you want to go?” The boy thus
reckoned it was better for him to remain where he was. He preferred to
have no trouble, churning inside himself those burning pains which he
experienced, as well as other pains which were no less sharp. Among these
was a longing for that house of his in his own rural village. That was when
he used to come back from Quranic school and he satisfied his need for
play, then relieved his hunger with a piece of dry bread. He would joke with
his sisters, and recount to his mother the things he liked to tell her about
his day at school. When he had finished what he wanted to say, he went out
of the house and shut the door behind him. He then proceeded to the walls
of the house, in front of which he stood, before passing to the south sticking
to the house. When he reached one particular place, he turned right, and
then he went some steps in front of him before finishing up at the shop
belonging to Sheikh Muhammad Abd al-Wahid and his brother Mahmud, the
young pilgrim to Mecca. He sat there chatting and listening to the men and
women customers with their simple country tales, of which he enjoyed their
variety, originality and simplicity.



Question 3

After adding markings:
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Question 4
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Question 5

Telsn 5 eadl | ghon s Alanna (i 91 (o siliy a3 s 3 A ) (@)

Sy O 8 A 5uiSy) 3 W) yidl 38 Basas Al Gy Ul (e J 3 63l O 0 S (b))
“yaal)
2

Aralall b agalas alail 4y aalil Y 4 sl A ol 0 seoa 26dS a8 a0 015 G

()

2303 S Caale (Vg g ) sa 8 JUkY) 0S5 edan el ) a8 23 G (d)

(s et Ll (D18 1Al Hall 8 Talgia) e ST Lial Wil 1) sue a1 (ST (@)
Lolilaniay)

Jall 8l gaisale) gLl e Sulhay Jle & goay 7 gaall Cialia ()

ol ety 5 5,88 Ay i Allaa])) ) 5 jeme (o8 sl A0 Tina Aeal ey i (@)
cm Al Jusiaal) 8 @llia 300

Land s 7 shadll (348 lginiay gde jn (el Sl el ()



Further copies of this publication are available from
International Regional Offices at www.edexcel.com/international Of UOI
EEEEEEEEEN

For more information on Edexcel qualifications, please visit
www.edexcel.com

Alternatively, you can contact Customer Services at
www.edexcel.com/ask or on + 44 1204 770 696 Llywodraeth Cynulliad Cymru

Welsh Assembly Government

-
/ </
Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828 : g
with its registered office at Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE Rewarding Learning



