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Introduction 
 

This paper consisted of two sections: A and B. Section A was 
composed of 5 questions. Section B was composed of 3 questions. 

Students were allotted one hour and forty-five minutes to complete 
the questions.  
 

Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4 and Q5 were designed to assess students’ abilities to 
comprehend and utilise information from a range of texts which 

included multiple choice questions, word drop questions, multiple 
matching questions, note-taking questions and short answer 

questions. All the questions were set in English and students had to 
answer questions in English. English grammatical accuracy was not 

assessed in this part of the paper. Q6 and Q7 were writing questions. 
Q8 was the translation question. 

 
 

Students’ Performances 
 
 

Question 1  
There were six multiple choice questions. Each question had four 

options. The vast majority of students responded very well in this 
question with individual students making mistakes in the questions. 
 

Question 2  
This was a word drop question. Students were provided with twelve 

words in a box (plus an example) which they must drop in to 
complete a correct statement about the stimulus text. The vast 

majority of students showed a good understanding of the text and 
they were able to give at least five correct answers out of six. A few 

students made mistakes in Q2 (a),  Q2(c) and Q2(d). 
 

Question 3  

This was a multiple matching question. Students were presented with 
three paragraphs, each spoken by a different person, and a grid with 

statements in each row which apply to one or more of the speakers. 
Students were expected to mark which speaker each statement 

applied to. Students were expected to identify eight correct answers. 

The performance in this question was good. However, some students 
lost one or two marks because they had ticked either 7 or 9 answers. 

This suggests that they might have had less practice with 
examination technique and were not familiar with the question type.  

 
Question 4 

This is a note-taking question. Students were expected to read a 
piece of text and were provided with a short set of notes about the 

text with 10 gaps to fill. The performance on this question was quite 



 

good. Some students understood the text very well but were not able 
to gain marks because of serious spelling mistakes. Some students 

lost marks in Q4(a) unexpectedly because they did not know how to 
write “afternoon” or “after lunchtime” in English. Some students 

failed to gain marks in Q4 (b) because they did not know the English 
word, “empty”, which was included in the Minimum Core Vocabulary 

List. Some students lost marks in Q4(j) because they did not pay 
attention to the question word “how long” carefully. 

 
The following component piece of reading comprehension was 

awarded 6 out of 10 available marks.  
 

 

 
Examiner comments 

 
Q4( a ) lost 1 mark because the answer should be a time,  

“afternoon” or “after lunchtime” . Q4 (b) lost 1 mark because in the 

text, it says “the restaurant is a little bit empty”. The answer, “have 
site” did not match the question.  Q4 (c) lost 1 mark because the 

correct answer should be an adjective,  “chubby”. Q4(g) lost 1mark 
because the correct answer was “chicken”.  



 

 
Examiner tips 

 
This example demonstrated some comprehension of the text. 

However, to achieve higher marks, students have to pay attention to 
the actual questions words in English and provide the exact 

answered. 
 

 
The following component piece of reading comprehension was 

awarded 4 out of 10 available marks.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
Examiner comments 

 
The student only gained marks in Q4(d), Q4(f), Q4 (h) and Q4 (j). 

For Q4(a), the student did not read the question carefully and 



 

provided a wrong answer. The student’s answers for Q4(b) and Q4( 
e) were not mentioned in the text. The answers for Q4 (c), Q4(g) and 

Q4(i) were not accurate either. 
 

 
 

Examiner tips 
 

This example demonstrated some comprehension of the text. In 
order to achieve higher marks, students have to read questions 

carefully and understand what they are expected to do. Also,  
students have to make sure errors do not hinder clarity or convey the 

wrong message. 
 

Question 5 

 
Students are expected to read a longer passage and to respond to a 

series of questions in English. The students were required to 
understand the language of the original text and to use English to 

show their understanding. Some students lost marks in Q5(d) as 
expected because of the harder Chinese characters for “worry”. Some 

students did not know the difference between “worry” and “worry 
about” in English. So, they used “She worries her grandson” to 

answer the question. It changed the meaning in the text completely 
and the students did not gain any marks.   Very few students scored 

very low marks because they were not able to answer questions in 
English. 

 
The following component piece of reading comprehension was 

awarded 5 out of 10 available marks.  

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Examiner comments 
 

Q5(a) lost 1 mark because the information was not mentioned in the 
text. Q5(c) and 5(e) lost marks because the information was not 

accurate.  Q5(d) lost 1 mark because the sentence conveyed a 
different meaning to the text. Q5(f) lost 1 mark because the measure 

word was missing. Q5(f) lost 1 mark because the pronoun “it” was 
wrong. It should be “her”. 

 
Examiner tips 

 
This example demonstrated some comprehension of the text. In 

order to gain the marks, students should pay attention to the 
accuracy of English and make sure errors do not hinder clarity or 

convey the wrong message. 

 
 



 

 
 

The following component piece of reading comprehension was 
awarded 7 out of 10 available marks.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Examiner comments 
 

Q5( a ) lost 1 mark because the correct answer should be “ grow fruit 
trees” or “farmers” . Q5( c ) lost 1 mark because the correct answer 

should be “fruit becomes rotten”. Q5 ( f) lost 1 mark because the 
student gave wrong information. The grandmother was worried about 

Wang Xin, not his parents. 
 

Examiner tips 
 

This example demonstrated comprehension of the text. In order to 
gain the marks, students should read texts more carefully and 

provide exact information from the text. 

 
 

 
Question 6 

Students were required to write 60-75 characters on a topic. 
Students were aided by four bullet points in both English and 

Chinese, to which they had to refer in their answer. This response 
was assessed for Communication and Content, Linguistic knowledge 

and Accuracy. The majority of students answered the question quite 
well, which showed their ability to focus on the questions asked, and 

ensured that they gave clear answers to each of the questions posed 
by the bullet points when they wrote about their Chinese class, even 

if some responses were quite short and basic.  A couple of very weak 
students struggled to respond to the question.  

 

 
The following response was awarded 7 marks, 4 marks for 

Communication and content; 3 marks for Linguistic knowledge and 
accuracy. 

 
 



 

 
 

 
Examiner comments 

 
The student used all the characters in the four boxes and began to 

show some ability to express ideas and justify opinions. The essay 
was overall coherent and comprehensible. Familiar and predictable  

vocabulary and structures were used and there were errors in 
measure words. 

 
Examiner tips 

 
In order to achieve  higher marks, students are expected to be able 

to use some familiar and predictable vocabulary and sentence 
structures with accuracy. They have to be able to manipulate the 

language and generate some logical sentences to show a clear ability 

to express opinions and ideas. 



 

 
 

 
The following response was awarded 5 marks, 3 marks for 

Communication and content; 2 marks for Linguistic knowledge and 
accuracy. 

 
 

 
 

Examiner comments 
 

The student demonstrated his / her ability to express some simple 
ideas and opinions, as appropriate to the task.  The response 

contained some relevant information. There were some correct 
phrases and simple sentences. However, there were some significant 

errors in word order and nouns.  

 
Examiner tips 

 



 

To achieve higher marks, students should provide more details to 
support their points of view and improve the accuracy of language. 

 
 

Question 7 
 

Students could select one writing task from a choice of three. 
Students were expected to write a continuous response of 125 -150 

characters. Students are also provided with four bullet points in both 
English and Chinese to help structure their answer, to which they 

must refer.  This response was also assessed for Communication and 
Content, Linguistic knowledge and Accuracy. 
  

The Task (a), (b) and (c) seemed to be equally favoured by students 
this year.  

 
Task (a)  

The differing complexity of the bullet points given differentiated the 
writing abilities of students. The performance in this task was 

generally good. Many able students managed to describe the online 

activity they took part in, expressed their opinions on it and explained 
how the internet helped with learning and expressed their opinion on 

electronic gadgets. Some weaker students only managed to write 
some simple sentences. A couple of very weak students didn’t even 

attempt to the question. 
 

Task (b)  
Students who chose to answer the question performed quite well in 

general. Many students responded to the bullet points with detailed 
information about the traditional festival, described how they 

celebrated it and expressed their opinion on festivities and what they 
could do with their family to make the relationship better.  

 
Task (c)  

The majority of students performed well on this task with full 

responses to the bullet points. Strong students were able to describe 
their local area and the environmentally friendly activities there, 

express their opinions on pollution and describe what they could do to 
improve air quality in cities. Even some weaker students were also 

able to respond to the first bullet point with some simple sentences.  
 

 
 

The following response was awarded 10 marks, 5 marks for 
Communication and content; 5 marks for Linguistic knowledge and 

accuracy. 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Examiner comments 
 

All four bullet points were tackled, using a logical sequence which was 
generally appropriate. The student showed moderate ability to 

organise his/ her response and developed points to the tasks. The 
response showed some ability to express ideas in a form that would 

be comprehensible to a sympathetic native speaker. There are some 
instances of unclear meaning as the student struggled with writing 

some Chinese characters, for example “大林”and “空气培养吃苦精神”.  

Overall, however, the answer was clear. A satisfactory range of 

vocabulary has been attempted. Although the sentence structures 

were simple, the student has used some nouns, verbs and adjectives 
with some success.  

 
Examiner tip 

 
To achieve higher marks, students should address all the bullet points 

fully and make sure the essay  is coherent and effective. In addition, 
students should avoid any noticeable repetition. 

 
 

 
 

 
The following response was awarded 14 marks, 7 marks for 

Communication and content; 7 marks for Linguistic knowledge and 

accuracy. 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 
Examiner comments 

 
The student has responded well to each bullet point. The points of 

view were addressed and expanded by adding some extra sentences. 
The student has shown a good ability to describe and express 

opinions logically. The response was coherent with minor ambiguity.  
The student used good range of grammar structures such as “但是”, 

因为”,  and “而且” etc. Two timeframes were attempted with little 

noticeable repetition. 
 

Examiner tips 
 

To achieve higher marks, students have to demonstrate very strong 
evidence of correct use of three timeframes and show an excellent 

ability to express ideas in a more logical order. 



 

 
 

Question 8 
 

Students were expected to translate four separate sentences from 

English to Chinese. The majority of students performed well in Q8(a) 
and Q8(b). A lot of students scored full marks. However, some 

students lost one mark as errors occurred in translating “sick” into 
Chinese. Many students scored full marks in Q8(c) and Q8(d). Many 

students used mostly accurate linguistic structures and vocabulary. 
However, the characters for “take medicine” and “stay” seemed to be 

quite challenging for some students. 
 

 
The following component piece of reading comprehension was 

awarded 5 out of 10 available marks (1+1+1+2).  
 

 

 



 

 
Examiner comments 

 
Q8( a ) lost 1 mark because the student was not able to write the 

Chinese word “ 生病” for “is ill”. Q8( b ) lost 1 mark because the 

correct translation for “took me to see” was “带我去看/ 帶我去看”. Q8( 

c ) lost 2 marks because the meaning of the sentence was only 

partially communicated. Only “drink a lot of water” was translated 
into Chinese, “喝很多的水”. Q8( d ) lost 1 mark because “weekend” 

was not translated accurately.  
 

Examiner tips 
 

In order to gain the marks, students must familiarise themselves with 
the Minimum core vocabulary.  

 



 

The following component piece of reading comprehension was 
awarded 5 out of 10 available marks (1+1+1+2). 

  
 
Examiner comments 

 
Q8( a ) lost 1 mark because the student was not able to write the 

Chinese word “ 生病” for “is ill”. Q8( b ) lost 1 mark because the 

students failed to write “医生/ 醫生 ” for “doctor”. Q8( c ) lost 2 marks 

because the meaning of the sentence was only partially 

communicated. Only “drink a lot of water” was translated into 
Chinese, “喝很多的水”. Q8( d ) lost 1 mark because “have to” was not 

translated.  
 

Examiner tips 
 

In order to gain the marks, students must familiarise themselves with 

the vocabulary in the Minimum Core Vocabulary List.  



 

 

 

Paper Summary 

Based on their performance in this paper, students are offered the 

following advice: 

• In reading tasks, answers should be given to an appropriate 
level of detail. Marks can be lost for vague answers or answers 

which do not demonstrate complete understanding. 
• In reading tasks, all answers should be based only on the 

information in the text – no additional information should be 

necessary. 
• In the translation task, students should attempt to translate all 

characters, vocabulary or phrases in the translation task as 
leaving out any individual piece of meaning would result in loss 

of marks. 
• Ensure the spellings are correct and syntax is accurate 

throughout. 
• Check the marks available for each question to ensure the 

correct number of answers have been given and search for the 
most appropriate/related answers for the questions. 

• Take care to read the instructions in the question and be 
mindful of the requirements in answering: eg give answers in 

the appropriate language. 
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