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Introduction

This paper consisted of two sections: A and B. Section A was
composed of 5 questions. Section B was composed of 3 questions.
Students were allotted one hour and forty-five minutes to complete
the questions.

Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4 and Q5 were designed to assess students’ abilities to
comprehend and utilise information from a range of texts which
included multiple choice questions, word drop questions, multiple
matching questions, note-taking questions and short answer
questions. All the questions were set in English and students had to
answer questions in English. English grammatical accuracy was not
assessed in this part of the paper. Q6 and Q7 were writing questions.
Q8 was the translation question.

Students’ Performances

Question 1

There were six multiple choice questions. Each question had four
options. The vast majority of students responded very well in this
question with individual students making mistakes in the questions.

Question 2

This was a word drop question. Students were provided with twelve
words in a box (plus an example) which they must drop in to
complete a correct statement about the stimulus text. The vast
majority of students showed a good understanding of the text and
they were able to give at least five correct answers out of six. A few
students made mistakes in Q2 (a), Q2(c) and Q2(d).

Question 3

This was a multiple matching question. Students were presented with
three paragraphs, each spoken by a different person, and a grid with
statements in each row which apply to one or more of the speakers.
Students were expected to mark which speaker each statement
applied to. Students were expected to identify eight correct answers.
The performance in this question was good. However, some students
lost one or two marks because they had ticked either 7 or 9 answers.
This suggests that they might have had less practice with
examination technique and were not familiar with the question type.

Question 4

This is a note-taking question. Students were expected to read a
piece of text and were provided with a short set of notes about the
text with 10 gaps to fill. The performance on this question was quite



good. Some students understood the text very well but were not able
to gain marks because of serious spelling mistakes. Some students
lost marks in Q4(a) unexpectedly because they did not know how to
write “afternoon” or “after lunchtime” in English. Some students
failed to gain marks in Q4 (b) because they did not know the English
word, “empty”, which was included in the Minimum Core Vocabulary
List. Some students lost marks in Q4(j) because they did not pay
attention to the question word “how long” carefully.

The following component piece of reading comprehension was
awarded 6 out of 10 available marks.

o \

TRADITIONAL/FULL CHARACTERS

Make notes on the text. Write in English or using numbers,

Example: Location of the restaurant: outside Beijing University

(a) Time of day when the writer went to the restaurant: Mﬂ. /(A’c/\ ; (1)
(b) What it was like inside the restaurant: lﬁe Sike (1)
(c) The writer's description of the waitress: 57”"/& : (1)
(d) One dish that the writer ordered: f)‘/\_ (1)
(e) The writer's occupation: 99'\081‘ ' (1)
(f) Where the writer and his son sat: . /Mar the dm” (1)
(g) What meat the writer's son liked to e‘at: Neok (1
(h) Where the writer's son Is now: f‘ﬂr‘ ‘ Wﬁy (1)
() What the writer's son said about the food in the restaurant (give full details):

qud_twd 108 oxperdu- 1)

(J) How long the writer's son has been away: twe  mowth. . (1)
_ (Total for Question 4 = 10 marks)

Examiner comments

Q4( a) lost 1 mark because the answer should be a time,
“afternoon” or “after lunchtime” . Q4 (b) lost 1 mark because in the
text, it says “the restaurant is a little bit empty”. The answer, “have
site” did not match the question. Q4 (c) lost 1 mark because the
correct answer should be an adjective, “chubby”. Q4(g) lost 1mark
because the correct answer was “chicken”.



Examiner tips

This example demonstrated some comprehension of the text.
However, to achieve higher marks, students have to pay attention to
the actual questions words in English and provide the exact
answered.

The following component piece of reading comprehension was
awarded 4 out of 10 available marks.

g N

SIMPLIFIED CHARACTERS

Make notes on the text. Write in English or using numbers.

Example: Location of the restaurant: outside Beijing University

(a) Time of day when the writer went to the restaurant: his Year (1)
(b) What it was like inside the restaurant: .smay! (1)
{c) The writer’s description of the waltress: ... .. JeMalfe . (1
(d) One dish that the writer ordered: .. fifh. . with  “epmmalies (1)
(e) The writer's occupation: ... .. .\o%  goad (1)
(f) Where the writer and his son sat: hast __ Desr fe doo) (1)
(g) What meat the writer's son liked to eat: P9 .. ()
{(h) Where the writer's son is now: .. Jareign  tennity (1)

() What the writer’s son said about the food in the restaurant (give full details):
w  ckap 8}

(J) How long the writer’s son has been away: 2. Merths (1)
__(Total for Question 4 = 10 marks)

Examiner comments

The student only gained marks in Q4(d), Q4(f), Q4 (h) and Q4 (j).
For Q4(a), the student did not read the question carefully and



provided a wrong answer. The student’s answers for Q4(b) and Q4(
e) were not mentioned in the text. The answers for Q4 (c), Q4(g) and
Q4(i) were not accurate either.

Examiner tips

This example demonstrated some comprehension of the text. In
order to achieve higher marks, students have to read questions
carefully and understand what they are expected to do. Also,
students have to make sure errors do not hinder clarity or convey the
wrong message.

Question 5

Students are expected to read a longer passage and to respond to a
series of questions in English. The students were required to
understand the language of the original text and to use English to
show their understanding. Some students lost marks in Q5(d) as
expected because of the harder Chinese characters for “worry”. Some
students did not know the difference between “worry” and “worry
about” in English. So, they used “She worries her grandson” to
answer the question. It changed the meaning in the text completely
and the students did not gain any marks. Very few students scored
very low marks because they were not able to answer questions in
English.

The following component piece of reading comprehension was
awarded 5 out of 10 available marks.



SIMPLIFIED CHARACTERS

(a) What do Wang Xin's parents do?
m

ot by f
Rering mcleirnel._(stere )
v
(b) When did Wang Xin start his company?
1))
j ?flu vc

(c) What problems has Wang Xin had in his business? Give two details.
(2)

Hay 10 dd st fonsts v _and vt et ged
24

(d) Why did Wang Xin's grandmother offer to help him?
(1)

braure st meriel  fha  abior /wbgy of kit
(e) What did Wang Xin's grandmother do to promote their products online using her
mobile phone? Give two details.
(2)
sk .'anM/ Harr Friids  on  the imtomet  wd stdeen  sid il fonils
e afmvhfg }w./ -

(f) How much fruit did Wang Xin's grandmother sell in a week?

o

(g) Why was Wang Xin's grandmother very happy? Give two details.
(2)

{ frarts
‘17.&’/4"4 1/"‘74 )fl/ Jary.. pesple el

(Total for Question 5 = 10 marks)

Examiner comments

Q5(a) lost 1 mark because the information was not mentioned in the
text. Q5(c) and 5(e) lost marks because the information was not
accurate. Q5(d) lost 1 mark because the sentence conveyed a
different meaning to the text. Q5(f) lost 1 mark because the measure
word was missing. Q5(f) lost 1 mark because the pronoun “it” was
wrong. It should be “her”.

Examiner tips

This example demonstrated some comprehension of the text. In
order to gain the marks, students should pay attention to the
accuracy of English and make sure errors do not hinder clarity or
convey the wrong message.



The following component piece of reading comprehension was
awarded 7 out of 10 available marks.

TRADITIONAL/FULL CHARACTERS

{a) What do Wang Xin's parents do?
n

b Se\ o
{b) When did Wang Xin start his company?
)
(c) What problems has Wang Xin had in his business? Give two details.
(2)

Ao
e 4ot ok s 64 A b\»{,@%ﬁmm

(d) Why did Wang Xin's grandmother offer to help him?
Yan '
Sha i vecih - obek Byt A adbes

(e) What did Wang Xin's grandmother do to promoate their products online using her
mobile phone? Give two details.

m

(2)

M_ﬁ{mvk h oaoote A {.m.

(f) How much frult did Wang Xin's grandmother sell in a week?

AR Ty s o) o

(g) Why was Wang Xin's grandmother very happy? Give two details.

(n
(2)
s oA ok yee. Lo b o3 520 bt of S o,

(Total for Question 5 = 10 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 40 MARKS




Examiner comments

Q5( a) lost 1 mark because the correct answer should be * grow fruit
trees” or “farmers” . Q5( c ) lost 1 mark because the correct answer
should be “fruit becomes rotten”. Q5 ( f) lost 1 mark because the
student gave wrong information. The grandmother was worried about
Wang Xin, not his parents.

Examiner tips

This example demonstrated comprehension of the text. In order to
gain the marks, students should read texts more carefully and
provide exact information from the text.

Question 6

Students were required to write 60-75 characters on a topic.
Students were aided by four bullet points in both English and
Chinese, to which they had to refer in their answer. This response
was assessed for Communication and Content, Linguistic knowledge
and Accuracy. The majority of students answered the question quite
well, which showed their ability to focus on the questions asked, and
ensured that they gave clear answers to each of the questions posed
by the bullet points when they wrote about their Chinese class, even
if some responses were quite short and basic. A couple of very weak
students struggled to respond to the question.

The following response was awarded 7 marks, 4 marks for
Communication and content; 3 marks for Linguistic knowledge and
accuracy.



SIMPLIFIED CHARACTERS
SECTION B
Answer ALL of the questions.
My Chinese class i
6
X =

has/have friendly ,

¥*7 P

learned
hope

H 60-75 M ICFABIRA T w B, YRR e B AT .

Describe your Chinese class. Write approximately 60 to 75 characters in Chinese. You

must use the Chinese characters given in all four boxes above,
(10])

A RNYG AP, HO9H: A R4 F £ 40 -4

LD, K095 @ F W4 F5 A0 B4 AF 5, 89 AT

[

(i116 % %  Fruf Aft{fil -2 3 @ % £11%

ol

R%exT o RSFFE. & £4Y &1 FT14 5 7

chusclens

Examiner comments

The student used all the characters in the four boxes and began to
show some ability to express ideas and justify opinions. The essay
was overall coherent and comprehensible. Familiar and predictable
vocabulary and structures were used and there were errors in
measure words.

Examiner tips

In order to achieve higher marks, students are expected to be able
to use some familiar and predictable vocabulary and sentence
structures with accuracy. They have to be able to manipulate the
language and generate some logical sentences to show a clear ability
to express opinions and ideas.



The following response was awarded 5 marks, 3 marks for
Communication and content; 2 marks for Linguistic knowledge and
accuracy.

SIMPLIFIED CHARACTERS |
SECTIONB J
Answer ALL of the questions. !
My Chinese class
6 * —
A..... X
‘ has/have
friendly
o A2
learned
hope

A s0-7s NPICEANRE P CHE. YRR LK T R ATA R IUE.

Describe your Chinese class. Write approximately 60 to 75 characters In Chinese. You
must use the Chinese characters glven in all four boxes above.

(10)

KX RKFKF Al TXFIOF L feg]
S A B8 A etmm] Ao di] 0] B AR A9
b SR L HAKE A BN Dl S s kA 4 P,
KA FI M T LR B AATREH %

+£5, ?‘ig’;

Examiner comments

The student demonstrated his / her ability to express some simple
ideas and opinions, as appropriate to the task. The response
contained some relevant information. There were some correct
phrases and simple sentences. However, there were some significant
errors in word order and nouns.

Examiner tips



To achieve higher marks, students should provide more details to
support their points of view and improve the accuracy of language.

Question 7

Students could select one writing task from a choice of three.
Students were expected to write a continuous response of 125 -150
characters. Students are also provided with four bullet points in both
English and Chinese to help structure their answer, to which they
must refer. This response was also assessed for Communication and
Content, Linguistic knowledge and Accuracy.

The Task (a), (b) and (c) seemed to be equally favoured by students
this year.

Task (a)

The differing complexity of the bullet points given differentiated the
writing abilities of students. The performance in this task was
generally good. Many able students managed to describe the online
activity they took part in, expressed their opinions on it and explained
how the internet helped with learning and expressed their opinion on
electronic gadgets. Some weaker students only managed to write
some simple sentences. A couple of very weak students didn't even
attempt to the question.

Task (b)

Students who chose to answer the question performed quite well in
general. Many students responded to the bullet points with detailed
information about the traditional festival, described how they
celebrated it and expressed their opinion on festivities and what they
could do with their family to make the relationship better.

Task (c)

The majority of students performed well on this task with full
responses to the bullet points. Strong students were able to describe
their local area and the environmentally friendly activities there,
express their opinions on pollution and describe what they could do to
improve air quality in cities. Even some weaker students were also
able to respond to the first bullet point with some simple sentences.

The following response was awarded 10 marks, 5 marks for
Communication and content; 5 marks for Linguistic knowledge and
accuracy.



. |
SIMPLIFIED CHARACTERS

@ H—HHE, Wt mimr O fk. haMalenTILE:
Write a blog about environmental protection. You MUST include the following points:

o WALIRE e —~
Describe your local area m}
o MEAHLKRRES

What erwironmentally-friendly activities there are in the area
o AR Rk

Your opinion on pollution (}
s HREARNE2MARLRTHELETH

How we could improve aé quality in cities

%XA
Indicate with a cross M the question that you have selected. v f 7
m-u-nm ] Question 7(b) 3 Question 7(c) B

AR 4%\ 4 l]l‘i}ﬂfm
%’%ﬁhw bﬁfﬁﬂpmo %

9

(20)




Examiner comments

All four bullet points were tackled, using a logical sequence which was
generally appropriate. The student showed moderate ability to
organise his/ her response and developed points to the tasks. The
response showed some ability to express ideas in a form that would
be comprehensible to a sympathetic native speaker. There are some
instances of unclear meaning as the student struggled with writing
some Chinese characters, for example “Xk#” and “&S R E R,
Overall, however, the answer was clear. A satisfactory range of
vocabulary has been attempted. Although the sentence structures
were simple, the student has used some nouns, verbs and adjectives
with some success.

Examiner tip

To achieve higher marks, students should address all the bullet points
fully and make sure the essay is coherent and effective. In addition,
students should avoid any noticeable repetition.

The following response was awarded 14 marks, 7 marks for
Communication and content; 7 marks for Linguistic knowledge and
accuracy.



® :

SIMPLIFIED CHARACTERS
© 5E—RWE, CLERARPORE. ROMEHEATILE:

Write a blog about environmental protection. You MUST include the following points:

o WILAR{E 89 F
Describe your local area

o BEHLFEESD

What environmentally-friendly activities there are in the area
o AR e A

Your opinion on pollution

c EERENEZMARLETHELEFAH
How we could improve air quality in citles
{20)
Indicate with a cross [l the question that you have selected.

Question 7(a) [ Question 7(b) ¥ Question 7(c) &1
AR B ENI-A1ELR T0- Bh, 5 £ 4 4o
EONFA-ILI 2B F HB8F 4 0a60 R
h-R b B s K. R SEBETSR
BT, x9f @344 L ZTER"BRIR*+ME
- REFET TPt R ALY
17— %2 * B g9 RB LE%, ME &5- 4 75 1F 0%
Epti.ametsBE "z . Ppay it
Wt PR e BAR TP E B 5 5P
‘;;ﬁ B A FA - LHE, BT LN
a4 £ % £ 5.

[ILS  charsctery ]

Examiner comments

The student has responded well to each bullet point. The points of
view were addressed and expanded by adding some extra sentences.
The student has shown a good ability to describe and express
opinions logically. The response was coherent with minor ambiguity.
The student used good range of grammar structures such as “H&Z&",
Ko4”, and “iff H"” etc. Two timeframes were attempted with little
noticeable repetition.

Examiner tips
To achieve higher marks, students have to demonstrate very strong

evidence of correct use of three timeframes and show an excellent
ability to express ideas in a more logical order.



Question 8

Students were expected to translate four separate sentences from
English to Chinese. The majority of students performed well in Q8(a)
and Q8(b). A lot of students scored full marks. However, some
students lost one mark as errors occurred in translating “sick” into
Chinese. Many students scored full marks in Q8(c) and Q8(d). Many
students used mostly accurate linguistic structures and vocabulary.
However, the characters for “take medicine” and “stay” seemed to be
quite challenging for some students.

The following component piece of reading comprehension was
awarded 5 out of 10 available marks (1+1+1+2).

g —~

SIMPLIFIED CHARACTERS
Seeing a doctor

8 Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

(a) Tam il

28 Rk

(b) My mother took me to see a doctor.

4B 44k RES

(c) |take medicine three times a day and drink a lot of water.

AF% 2 MR

(d) 1 will have to stay at home this weekend.

R - ARAARAER

(Total for Question 8 = 10 marks)




Examiner comments

Q8( a ) lost 1 mark because the student was not able to write the
Chinese word ™ A" for “is ill”. Q8( b ) lost 1 mark because the
correct translation for “took me to see” was “#H &£ A/ FHRER". Q8(
c ) lost 2 marks because the meaning of the sentence was only
partially communicated. Only “drink a lot of water” was translated
into Chinese, “"Bik % &y/,K". Q8( d ) lost 1 mark because “weekend”
was not translated accurately.

Examiner tips

In order to gain the marks, students must familiarise themselves with
the Minimum core vocabulary.



The following component piece of reading comprehension was
awarded 5 out of 10 available marks (1+1+1+2).

® =

SIMPLIFIED CHARACTERS
Seeing a doctor
8 Translate the following sentences into Chinese,

(a) lamil.
SER
(b) My mother took me to see a doctor.

Sl BB % % -

(c) | take medicine three times a day and drink a lot of water,

=1
%}ﬁa%)ﬂw & BB RY K,

(3)

(d) 1 will have to stay at home this weekend.

(3)

__(Total for Question 8 = 10 marks)

Examiner comments

Q8( a ) lost 1 mark because the student was not able to write the
Chinese word * £J%" for “is ill”. Q8( b ) lost 1 mark because the
students failed to write “"E4/ &£ ” for “doctor”. Q8( ¢ ) lost 2 marks
because the meaning of the sentence was only partially
communicated. Only “drink a lot of water” was translated into
Chinese, “"8/&k % 49K". Q8( d ) lost 1 mark because “have to” was not

translated.
Examiner tips

In order to gain the marks, students must familiarise themselves with
the vocabulary in the Minimum Core Vocabulary List.



Paper Summary

Based on their performance in this paper, students are offered the
following advice:

In reading tasks, answers should be given to an appropriate
level of detail. Marks can be lost for vague answers or answers
which do not demonstrate complete understanding.

In reading tasks, all answers should be based only on the
information in the text — no additional information should be
necessary.

In the translation task, students should attempt to translate all
characters, vocabulary or phrases in the translation task as
leaving out any individual piece of meaning would result in loss
of marks.

Ensure the spellings are correct and syntax is accurate
throughout.

Check the marks available for each question to ensure the
correct number of answers have been given and search for the
most appropriate/related answers for the questions.

Take care to read the instructions in the question and be
mindful of the requirements in answering: eg give answers in
the appropriate language.
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