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Introduction

This paper consisted of two sections: A and B. Section A was
composed of 5 questions. Section B was composed of 3 questions.
Students were allotted one hour and forty-five minutes to complete
the questions.

Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4 and Q5 were designed to assess students’ abilities to
comprehend and utilise information from a range of texts which
included multiple choice questions, word drop questions, multiple
matching questions, note-taking questions and short answer
questions. All the questions were set in English and students had to
answer questions in English. English grammatical accuracy was not
assessed in this part of the paper. Q6 and Q7 were writing questions.
Q8 was the translation question.

Students’ Performances

Question 1

There were six multiple choice questions. Each question had four
options. The vast majority of students responded very well in this
question with individual students making mistakes in the questions.

Question 2

This was a word drop question. Students were provided with twelve
words in a box (plus an example) which they must drop in to
complete a correct statement about the stimulus text. The vast
majority of students showed a good understanding of the text and
they were able to give at least five correct answers out of six. A few
students made mistakes in Q2 (a), Q2(e) and Q2(f).

Question 3

This was a multiple matching question. Students were presented with
three paragraphs, each spoken by a different person, and a grid with
statements in each row which apply to one or more of the speakers.
Students were expected to mark which speaker each statement
applied to. Students were expected to identify eight correct answers.
The performance in this question was good. However, some students
lost one or two marks because they had ticked either 7 or 9 answers.
This suggests that they might have had less practice with
examination technique and were not familiar with the question type.

Question 4

This is a note-taking question. Students were expected to read a
piece of text and were provided with a short set of notes about the
text with 10 gaps to fill. The performance on this question was



generally good. Some students understood the text very well but
were not able to gain marks because of serious spelling mistakes.
Some students lost marks in 4(d) unexpectedly because they didn’t
know how to write "when he/she was young” in English. Some
students failed to gain marks in Question 4 (e) because they didn’t
know the word “"Mid-autumn Festival” in English, which is included in
the Minimum Core Vocabulary List. Some students lost marks in (g)
because they gave extra information, which was not mentioned in the
text. Very few students scored very low marks because they were not
able to answer questions in English.

The following component piece of reading comprehension was
awarded 7 out of 10 available marks.
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TRADITIONAL/FULL CHARACTERS

Make notes on the text. Write in English or using numbers,

ke
Example: The place where | bought mooncakes today: .9 Supermar 1

(a) The container for the mooncakes was made out of; ?ﬂ PE. s (1)
(b) The cost of the mooncakes: .\ al d'li’a |’J (1)
(¢) My opinion on how they tasted: .._hol __ 4ood . (1)
J I TP SN S |l kid .
(d) When | lived opposite a bakery: (1)

{e) When exactly people could start to buy mooncakes from the bakery:
one ek betoce, [wner pav yerr (1)

(f) How mooncakes in the bakery were displayed: Fn e bj 1-4’ a0 ba (1)

(g} Where exactly | could smell these mooncakes: lﬂ'f:-fd"t of ”»m do:m ¥/ “A*P (1)

(h) How many mooncakes | was given: Z (1)
(i) How | used to eat my mooncakes (give two details): _‘.3?"” [5. chanks
gat .‘yllujui\;{ . (21

___|(Total for Question 4 = 10 marks)

Examiner comments

Q4( e ) lost 1 mark because the answer should be “one week before
Mid-Autumn Festival”, not “Lunar New Year”. Q4 (g) lost 1 mark
because in the text, it says “by the door”, not “in front of the door”.



Q4 (i) contains a spelling mistake” spilt”, which did not mean “break
into pieces”.

Examiner tips
This example demonstrated good comprehension of the text.
However, in order to achieve higher marks, students have to pay

attention to the actual words in English and make sure language
errors do not hinder clarity or convey the wrong message.

The following component piece of reading comprehension was
awarded 6 out of 10 available marks.
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SIMPLIFIED CHARACTERS

Make notes on the text. Write in English or using numbers.

Example: The place where | bought mooncakes today: a supermarket

(a) The container for the mooncakes was made out of: . RAAS¥1LC (1
(b) The cost of the mooncakes: EXQPUNS\VA (1)
(c) My opinion on how they tasted: oY . yery. Qood (1)
(d) When | lived opposite a bakery: @%. . 9 thild (1)

(e) When exactly people could start to buy mooncakes from the bakery:
e . wetie of Mid avrumpn fesxival (1)

(f) How mooncakes in the bakery were displayed: (N X0 _1{0N_ '©OR ()
(g) Where exactly | could smell these mooncakes: QWY S\ N e doot (1)
(h) How many mooncakes | was given: YWNo (1)
(i) How | used to eat my mooncakes (give two details): €Ot 0N qiNCW''

LAL. N S\Ow\q (2)

____(Total for Question 4 = 10 marks)




Examiner comments

Q4( a ) lost 1 mark because the answer should be “paper”, not
“plastic”. Q4( e ) lost 1 mark because the answer should be “one
week before Mid-Autumn Festival”, not “the week of Mid-autumn
Festival”. Q4 (i) lost 2 marks because the correct answers should be

n” o\

“break into small pieces”, “eat slowly”.

Examiner tips

This example demonstrated some comprehension of the text.
However, in order to achieve higher marks, students have to pay
attention to the actual words in English and make sure spelling errors
do not hinder clarity or convey the wrong message.

Question 5

Students are expected to read a longer passage and to respond to a
series of questions in English. The students were required to
understand the language of the original text and to use English to
show their understanding. Some students lost marks in Question 5(c)
as expected because of the harder Chinese characters for “slippery”.
Some students didn’t know the English word “be careful”. So, they
used word-for-word translation, “small heart”. Very few students
scored very low marks because they were not able to answer
questions in English.

The following component piece of reading comprehension was
awarded 8 out of 10 available marks.



TRADITIOMAL/FULL CHARACTERS
(a) What time did | get up?

Ly in o bam

(b) How did | describe what | saw outside? Give one detail.

T wibods ja o, Densckhl wrhite ot

(<) Why did my father say he could not drive us to school? Give two details.

(1

(2)

(Bw‘l'ﬂ HH‘- L -‘yﬂ- Zl,.nr LT 1T -I‘J.!'Wl Hl" ""tlj._rﬂ"r AL A ,lv;',,lli-""!.

(d} ‘How long had my father owned a car?

qfﬁg_ﬁw_u.m Be. e iy 4o

{2} What had my father never done before?

%zl;ﬁ;."jl At M dar,

if} ‘What did we find on one of our car windows? Give one detall.

We bowd o omd "3

{g) What was written on the blue car?

e A e ardl”

(h) What was drawn on the red car? Give one detail.

1Wm&mwai%-w

[l How did | feel at the end of the text?

1]

(1]

m

L

(Tatal for Question 5 = 10 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 40 MARKS

Examiner comments

Q5( c) lost 1 mark because the last word was not legible so that the
question was not answered. Q5( h ) lost 1 mark because the
sentence conveyed a different meaning to the text.

Examiner tips

This example demonstrated some comprehension of the text. In
order to gain the marks, students should pay attention to the
accuracy of English and make sure errors do not hinder clarity or
convey the wrong message.



The following component piece of reading comprehension was
awarded 7 out of 10 available marks.
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TRADITHONAL/FULL CHARACTERS

{a) What time did | get up?

(1
SiK

(b} How did | describe what | saw outside? Glve one detail,

(1
Winit

() Wy did ry father say he could not drive us to school? Give two details.

(2)

_berw Aty too mush anaw
o plenig ippe—in—wintev gl s wet

id) How leng had my father owned a car?

bt
lel What had my father never done before?
Arive s in wirtey

(F) What did we find on ane of aur car windows? Give one detail,

i)

some. wangly

fg) What was written on the blue car?

he covepnl

(hl What was drawn on the red car? Glve one detail.

& hepwt gl wh‘;ﬁ.‘ﬂg{

(i} How did I feel at the end of the text?

(1)

[l

[Total for Question 5 = 10 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 40 MARKS

. - B — i



Examiner comments

Q5( a ) lost 1 mark because it was a question that asked for time.
The correct answer should be * 6 am”. Q5( ¢ ) lost 1 mark because
the correct answer should be “slippery” not “wet”. Q5( f) lost 1 mark
because students were expected to give specific information, the
actual Chinese words “slow” or “a house”.

Examiner tips

This example demonstrated comprehension of the text. In order to
gain the marks, students should read question words, “when”,

“where”, “what” etc carefully and provide exact information from the
text.

Question 6

Students were required to write 60-75 characters on a topic.
Students were aided by four bullet points in both English and
Chinese, to which they had to refer in their answer. This response
was assessed for Communication and Content, Linguistic knowledge
and Accuracy. The majority of students answered the question quite
well, which showed their ability to focus on the questions asked, and
ensured that they gave clear answers to each of the questions posed
by the bullet points when they wrote about their dream job, even if
some responses were quite short and basic. A couple of very weak
students struggled to respond to the question.

The following response was awarded 6 marks, 3 marks for
Communication and content; 3 marks for Linguistic knowledge and
accuracy.



SIMPLIFIED CHARACTERS

SECTION B
Answer ALL of the questions.
My drearn job
] -
o | £ ':
LN | — l
| k3 | B

| can learn
. e did

H so-7s A~ AR R — 1~ THE. (R Bk T RATH
b

Describe your dream job. Write approximately 60 to 75 characters in Chinese. You must
use the Chinese characters given in all four baxes above.
1)

Wh £ B 420 49 288 2 %14
FO TR S Ea R RUEE S
28 45 PR @ x@‘%%%ﬁ 5% .

O EHTO it 0 P
1A fﬂfﬂ 18 41 ba ui g5 e

%Jﬁl%fﬁ. o T AE 2 - A WA W 4>
4,98 AR gl L.

SIMPLIFIED CHARACTERS

= _
ik 2 B QA s, REED, MY ST,

Examiner comments

The student used all the characters in the four boxes and began to
show some ability to express ideas and justify opinions. The essay
was overall coherent and comprehensible. However, some Pinyin

were used. Also, there were errors in character formation such as

R, and “HTh” etce.

«



Examiner tips

In order to achieve higher marks, students were expected to be able
to use some familiar and predictable vocabulary and sentence
structures with accuracy. They have to be able to manipulate the
language and generate some logical sentences.

The following response was awarded 8 marks, 4 marks for
Communication and content; 4 marks for Linguistic knowledge and
accuracy.

= -
SIMPLIFIED CHARACTERS 1,
SECTION B
Answer ALL of the questions.
My dream job
6 ———
N =
O
is..
easy
i S
= & =
LA ) P
can learn
O did
i s0-75s N EA AR EN— LE. RBAH LIk 2R
bV N
Describe your dream job. Write approximately 60 to 75 characters in Chinese. You must
use the Chinese characters given In all four boxes above
10)

(v % ) ' ® '1 31 'h‘»v
% h TR &®

= > . - bt = - 2710
B F R B T AR K THRT ) ¥ w7

2. B 4 T T B “146, IR R A Y

J

r

B fL 2 FRE K 6F sarix 1 1441 &




Examiner comments

The student made sure that all the Chinese characters given were
used to answer the question in some detail. The student has
structured the response around the stimulus phrases and the
structure was generally logical and sensible. The student
demonstrated his / her ability to express some ideas and opinions, as
appropriate to the task. The piece was generally coherent but there
was a lapse in the second sentence. The student showed some
evidence of manipulation of language and the use of some simple
sentences. However, there were occasional errors in word order.

Examiner tips

To achieve higher marks, students should provide more details to
support their points of view and make sure the writing is coherent
and logical.

Question 7

Students could select one writing task from a choice of three.
Students were expected to write a continuous response of 125 -150
characters. Students are also provided with four bullet points in both
English and Chinese to help structure their answer, to which they
must refer. This response was also assessed for Communication and
Content, Linguistic knowledge and Accuracy.

The Task (a), (b) and (c) seemed to be equally favoured by students
this year.

Task (a)

The differing complexity of the bullet points given differentiated the
writing abilities of students. The performance in this task was
generally good. Many able students managed to describe something
they did with their family recently, expressed their opinions on doing
housework and explained how they could make their parents happier.
However, a few able students did not respond to the second and the
third bullet points properly and lost marks. Some weaker students
only managed to write some simple sentences. A couple of very weak
students failed to attempt the question.

Task (b)

Students who chose to answer the question performed quite well in
general. Many students responded to the bullet points with detailed
information about their new hobby, described how they became



interested in the hobby and expressed their opinion on the hobby and
what advantages of learning new things are for secondary students.

Task (c)

The majority of students performed well on this task with full
responses to the bullet points. Strong students were able to describe
their mobile, express their opinions on it and describe what they used
it to do recently, then demonstrated what they could do to make life
more interesting. Even some weaker students were also able to
respond to the first three bullet points with some simple sentences.

The following response was awarded 10 marks, 5 marks for
Communication and content; 5 marks for Linguistic knowledge and
accuracy.

s -

SIMPLIFIED CHARACTERS

(© M5 E—8 ¥, e T, hEMOIEUTILL:

Write an article for a website about your mobile phone. You MUST include the
following points:

s HBARGFR
Describe your mobile phone
s HEBTEZH
What you think about it
s MEGMNEMRTHA
What you recently used it to do
s MHZAFTlikdk L R H£0
What you can do to make your Iife more Interesting

{20)
Indicate with a cross B the question that you have selected,

Question 7(a) & Question 7(b) [J Question 7(c) —

S S X 8
GRIEIRFA-RE A LA WK
RN T LT ﬁﬁémn&s 4 %
‘%""’-"ﬁqam,aﬁmmamw% 132 %
EEY M‘Hﬂ B k-1 TEFEHE
B3 3 AR B 10 SDNNEE 35ty
\"%‘ﬁﬂgm?gww%im' v 83 44 00) Bis B

J




- S ) e

IPAR AR AR R s b BB
f;-. l,i“”’n b R G B RNTE BBEE
PR A 44t “ﬁﬁ*’éfﬂ 5

Examiner comments

All four bullet points were tackled, using a logical sequence which was
generally appropriate. The student showed moderate ability to
organise his/ her response and developed points to the tasks. The
response showed some ability to express ideas in a form that would
be comprehensible to a sympathetic native speaker. There were some
instances of unclear meaning as the student struggled with writing
some Chinese characters. Overall, however, the answer was clear. A
satisfactory range of vocabulary has been attempted. Although the
sentence structures were simple, the student has used some nouns,
verbs and adjectives with some success. There was certainly evidence
of correct character formation and two timeframes.

Examiner tip

To achieve higher marks, students should address all the bullet points
fully and make sure the essay is coherent and effective. In addition,
students should avoid any noticeable repetition.

The following response was awarded 16 marks, 8 marks for
Communication and content; 8 marks for Linguistic knowledge and
accuracy.



.

@ BRMBE—BXE, MG Fi. GLMOEUTLE:

Write an article for a website about your mobile phane, You MUST Include the
following polints:

» R4 H S
Describe your mobile phone

c REFTELN
What you think about it

s REGAEMRTHZ
What you recently used it to do
s MAAFTARALEHLEZNEL
What you can do to make your life more interesting
Indicate with a cross [ the question that you have selected. o

Question 7(a) ¥ Question 7(b) 1 Question 7(c) (3

+ R 1P g
Bt rvxon L - ¥ e @shit B G w @4 ot 45
SOREFR I LN 0 E S LR B ik YT,
IFaR e oo WY E R i e v AR B200 ¢9ap
REFTWELAY REFARAN AEFARTA £ oo - 30 %
PR - pal et LR AL SE W bz
TER X 37 Wiy . a A R R R
Phrwmey o B4l 0 R 4§,

Examiner comments

The student has responded well to each bullet point. The points of
view were addressed and expanded by adding some extra sentences.
The student has shown a good ability to describe and express
opinions logically. The response was coherent with minor ambiguity.
The student used good range of grammar structures such as "2 %",

“E R /B e FEA” , and  “e-e G RHIE/RGTRIE Y etc.



Examiner tips

To achieve higher marks, students have to demonstrate very strong
evidence of correct character formation and word order.

Question 8

Students were expected to translate four separate sentences from
English to Chinese. The majority of students performed well in Q8(a)
and Q8(b). A lot of students scored full marks. However, some
students lost one mark as errors occurred in translating “live in” into
Chinese. Many students scored full marks in Q8(c) and Q8(d). Many
students used mostly accurate linguistic structures and vocabulary.
However, the characters for “famous” and “different” seemed to be
quite challenging for some students.

The following component piece of reading comprehension was
awarded 7 out of 10 available marks (2+1+2+2).



SIMPLIFIED CHARACTERS
On holiday
B Transdate the following sentences into Chinese.

[ad | am in Sharghal.

e+ 1Taa6ti%.

lb) | am staying at my friend’s howse

iR MR %

() 'We went to & famous park yesterday.

BE =, & 4] £ -1 18 #3688 A ).

idl We are going to see many different places nest week,
@ TALI L (VARLARHT by b8
16, .

[Total for Quaestion 8 = 10 mark)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 40 MARKS
TOTAL FOR PAPER = B0 MARKS

| S

P T

Examiner comments

Q8( b)) lost 1 mark because the student was not able to write the
Chinese word " {¥7£" for “live in”. Q8( c ) lost 1 mark because the
correct translation for “famous” was “H#/#%"”. Q8( d) lost 1 mark
because the characters for “different” was “A[q".

Examiner tips

In order to gain the marks, students must familiarise themselves with
the Minimum core vocabulary.

The following component piece of reading comprehension was
awarded 7 out of 10 available marks (2+1+1+2).



SIMPLIFIED CHARACTERS
On haoliday

8 Translate the following sentences into Chinese

la) | & in Shanghal.

%41 135,

ibl | am staying at my friend’s house

HERORER T, sy,

i) We went ta a famous park yesterday

[dh We are going to see many different places nest week.

#TTRREAZE T AR 6 tp .,

[Total for Guestion 8 = 10 marks]

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 40 MARKS
TOTAL FOR PAPER = B0 MARKS

Examiner comments

Q8( b ) lost 1 mark because the meaning was only partially
communicated. Q8( ¢ ) lost 2 marks because only some words were
communicated but the overall meaning of the sentence was not
communicated. Q8( d) lost 1 mark because the characters “#i” was

not correctly formed; “A[["” was also missing.

Examiner tips

In order to gain the marks, students must familiarise themselves with
the vocabulary in the Minimum Core vocabulary List.



Paper Summary

Based on their performance in this paper, students are offered the
following advice:

In reading tasks, answers should be given to an appropriate
level of detail. Marks can be lost for vague answers or answers
which do not demonstrate complete understanding.

In reading tasks, all answers should be based only on the
information in the text — no additional information should be
necessary.

In the translation task, students should attempt to translate all
characters, vocabulary or phrases in the translation task as
leaving out any individual piece of meaning would result in loss
of marks.

Ensure the spellings are correct and syntax is accurate
throughout.

Check the marks available for each question to ensure the
correct number of answers have been given and search for the
most appropriate/related answers for the questions.

Take care to read the instructions in the question and be
mindful of the requirements in answering: eg give answers in
the appropriate language.
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