
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Examiners’ Report 
Principal Examiner Feedback  
 
January 2019 
Pearson Edexcel International GCSE 
In Arabic (4AR0_02) Paper 2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications 
 

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications are awarded by Pearson, the UK’s largest awarding body. 
We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and 
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites at 
www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk. Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the 
details on our contact us page at www.edexcel.com/contactus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere 
 

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone progress 
in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of people, 
wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in education for over 150 years, and by 
working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international reputation for 
our commitment to high standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. 
Find out more about how we can help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 2019 
Publications Code 4AR0_02_1901_ER 
All the material in this publication is copyright 
© Pearson Education Ltd 2019 

http://www.edexcel.com/
http://www.btec.co.uk/
http://www.edexcel.com/contactus
http://www.pearson.com/uk


4ARO - 02 IGCSE   ARABIC – PRINCIPAL EXAMINER’S REPORT – January 2019 
 
 

This paper required students to produce two pieces of continuous writing. Candidates 
were asked to choose two tasks from a choice of six. Candidates were advised to write 
about 300 words on each of their chosen topics. The six tasks included a range of writing 
styles. Each piece of writing was marked out of 30 marks according to the marking grid 
on pages 6-7 of the specification. The 30 marks were awarded for Content and 
Communication (18 marks), Application of Language (6 marks) and Accuracy of writing (6 
marks). 

 

This exam is designed to assess candidates’ performance and writing ability, rather than 
choosing among pre-determined options, as in multiple choice questions.  Candidates 
were expected to construct and produce a thorough piece of writing in response to 
question demands. As this exam allowed candidates to construct an original response, 
examiners’ task was to assess the cognitive thinking and reasoning skills and candidates’ 
ability to apply knowledge to solve realistic and meaningful problems in a well-
structured language style. 

 

 

Question demands and candidates’ performance: 

The question paper offered 6 questions and the candidates were offered to respond to 2 
questions only. The topics of the questions covered a variety of areas of study. The 
questions required the candidates to respond in five different forms of writing. They were 
asked to write an essay in question 1, a report in question 4, a letter in question 5, and a 
speech in questions 2 and 3 and a story in question 6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Q1  

In this question, the candidates were asked to write an essay about the difficulty older 
people face in finding jobs, as most companies prefer younger employees. This proved to 
be the most popular question among candidates. A majority of candidates responded to 
it. Candidates found the topic easy to write about with confidence. Many candidates 
excelled in their answers and managed to score well. The popularity of the topic of this 
question, and the familiarity of its topic to the candidates, resulted in a bigger number of 
candidates with higher marks in comparison to other questions. Higher marks were 
awarded to the candidates who concentrated and elaborated mainly on the qualities of 
the older people by giving their opinion of their suitability.   

 

Q2 

In this question, candidates were asked to write a speech in which they should expand 
and elaborate to convince colleagues to attend and participate in the International day of 
Arabic language festival. This question proved to be among the least popular questions. 
Some of the responses were well written, describing the reasons behind the festival, and 
what the participants would benefit from attending. A large number of candidates 
limited their answers to praising the Arabic Language with a lot of repetition.  

Candidates who wrote in a convincing or persuasive style, with appropriate expansion 
and elaboration, and with no repetition and ambiguity, were able to score well here. 
About half of the candidates used the appropriate language and speech conventions to 
complete the task. A few candidates forgot to include an appropriate speech ending, 
despite achieving a desirable content that fulfilled the task requirements in the body of 
their work. 

 

Q3  

In this question, candidates were asked to write a speech explaining whether spending 
money on exploring other planets and the space is an essential move or a waste of time. 
Almost one third of the candidates chose to respond to this question. Most candidates 
scored well in this question, with good description and justification of ideas. 

 

Q4  

Candidates were required to write a report about what happened in a conference, in 
which participants discussed the issue of the wide spread of fast food. One third of the 
candidates responded to this question. Few candidates managed to write a good report, 
stating all the facts of the conference with good description and elaboration, and without 
any unnecessary opinion. Candidates who wrote about fast food in an essay form were 
not able to score from the top band in Communication and Content.  

    



Q5 

This question required candidates to write a letter to the director of Education to 
authorise schools to use their premises as spot clubs after school. This question proved 
to be the second most popular as it involves writing about sports. A large number of 
candidates satisfied themselves by writing on the value of sports only, and hence, they 
were not able to score well here. A good number of candidates understood the task and 
managed to write a convincing letter with good justification of ideas.  

Higher marks were scored by candidates who were able to fully access and respond to the 
task.  

  

Q6 

Candidates were asked to write a story relevant to the provided picture. This question was 
not so popular in this series due to the popularity of other questions.  However, most of 
the candidates who responded to this question, were able to produce well written 
responses which were relevant to task and were able to score good marks. Fewer 
candidates lost marks, either because their responses were incomprehensible or 
irrelevant to the provided image. 

 



Samples of candidates’ performance: 

a. According to the Mark Scheme, a high standard response is the one which shows 
that the candidate has clearly understood the task, and is able to narrate, 
expand, give full descriptions and express opinions as appropriate to the task, 
using appropriate vocabulary, idiom and complex sentence structures, with high 
level of accuracy; and furthermore, it has to be coherent as well as easy and 
pleasant to read.  

The following two paragraphs are from high standard candidate who managed to 
score highest marks. The response may not be faultless, but the candidate 
responded fully to the task in question 3, in writing a well-structured essay with 
high level of accuracy in grammar and spelling. The essay is coherent and 
pleasant to read. 

 

 



 



 

 
  



b. The following response shows some good understanding of the task in question 
3, but the candidate could not score well as the response had many spelling and 
grammatical errors. Above all, it was not easy to read: 

 

  

  



  



Advice to candidates: 

In general, most candidates were able to understand the required tasks. The most 
serious issue that examiners noticed in this series was bad handwriting. They also 
noticed that a considerable number of candidates required more training on writing in 
good and correct language structure and grammar. 

 

Candidates are advised to:  

1. Make sure that each point of view is referred to and clearly stated in one 
paragraph. 
 

2. It is important to link your paragraphs together by reading what you have written 
before. 
 

3. It is better to be clear than being too smart when you write your ideas. 
 

4. Write about what you know, and what you believe in. Examiners assess your 
language ability rather than your point of view.  
 

5. If you feel under pressure in the exam, focus as much on examples as 
explanations when you write. Make sure that your examples are relevant to the 
main idea. 
 

6. Do not write too much. It is easier to read/grade a 300-word essay than a 400-
word essay!  The more you write, the more likely you are to make language 
mistakes, or to go off topic. 
 

7. See the whole essay in your head before you start writing. If you do not do that, 
you may lose significant marks for both coherence and task response. 
 

8. Focus on the backbone of your essay. The backbone is: 
a. The introduction: this should identify the question and outline 

your position. Don’t rush it as it is the first thing the examiner will 
read.  

b. The first/topic sentences of each paragraph: these should be 
clear and to the point. They should identify exactly what that 
paragraph is about and show how it relates to the rest of the essay.  
Start off general and then build towards the specific. 

c. The conclusion: this is the easiest part of the essay normally. Most 
often, all you need to do is go back to the introduction and 
rephrase it. 
 



9. Before you write each paragraph of your response, refer back to the question to 
remind yourself about what you are meant to write about. 
 

10. Enrich your general knowledge through reading different styles of writing from 
books, magazines, newspapers and the internet, as well as acquiring knowledge 
from other media sources. 
 

11. Read and understand previous International GCSE exam material, which normally 
carries valuable information that can be very helpful when answering future 
exams. 
 

12. Read the model sample answers of previous exams. 
 

13. Familiarise yourselves with the format of the question paper. 
 

14. Adhere to writing on the designated lined pages in the answer book. 
 

15. Clearly mark the question of your choice and answer it in the specified area (lined 
pages) ensuring that there isn’t any answer of any other question in the same 
area. 
 

16. Ask for extra lined paper from invigilators should the specified area not be big 
enough for your responses. 
 

17. Underline the important words or phrases that refer to the required task, when 
answering a question, to ensure that you respond to the entire task. 

 

 

 

 

Grade Boundaries 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link: 

 

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 
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