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This paper required students to produce two pieces of continuous 

writing.  Candidates were asked to choose two tasks from a choice of 

six. They were advised to write about 300 words on each of their chosen 

topics. The six tasks included a range of writing styles. Each piece of 

writing was marked out of 30 marks according to the marking grid on 

pages 6-7 of the specification. The 30 marks were awarded to three 

writing qualities; 18 marks for Communication Content, 6 marks for 

Application of and 6 marks for Accuracy. 

 

This exam is designed to assess candidates’ performance and writing 

ability, rather than choosing among pre-determined options, as in 

multiple choice questions.  Candidates were expected to construct and 

produce a thorough piece of writing in response to question demands. 

As this exam allowed candidates to construct an original response, 

examiners’ task was to assess the cognitive thinking and reasoning 

skills and candidates’ ability to apply knowledge to solve realistic, 

meaningful problems in a well-structured language style. 

 

Question demands and candidates’ performance: 

 

Question 1  

 

Candidates were asked to write an essay about the importance of 

having laws in the society, by imagining what happened if they woke up 

in a society with no laws. 

 

Many candidates responded to the task by covering various points, as 

anticipated by the examiners, such as the importance of having laws in 

keeping traffic order, enforcing discipline in schools, organising the 

general services, securing safe environment and maintaining work rules 

and regulations. 

This question was one of the most popular questions among the candidates. 

Many candidates scored well as the topic is very familiar to their academic 

life and ambitions. Many candidates provided relevant titles for their 

responses and managed to adhere to the required task. Few candidates 

gave some relevant titles but forgot to stick to the main task, such as the 

use of the title “القوانين والجيل الصاعد”, in which the candidate started with 

relevant points, and soon diverted by talking about the importance of the 

young people for the future of the country. In addition to that, the essay 

style changed to a speech.  

 



 

Question 2 

 

In this question, candidates were asked to write a report about 

people’s wishes and plans after their retirement age. This question 

proved to be the least popular among the candidates. The task in this 

question is to report and reflect on the opinion of people before the 

age of retirement. Most of the candidates who responded to this 

question were able to give a good account of what people would say 

in a report form and style. Candidates covered various points, such 

as people’s wishes to practise sport activities, travel, learn new 

languages, expand social activities, engage in voluntary work, enjoy 

free time, etc. However, some candidates talked about the opinion of those 

who were already retired and, therefore, they did not manage to score higher 

marks from the top band for Communication and Content. A few candidates 

misunderstood the task by concentrating on the retirement system in their 

own country, and what should be done to help young people achieve their 

goals in their lives.  

 

Question 3  

 

Candidates were asked to write a speech to address an audience in the youth 

club about success in life, and whether it is linked to earning money. This 

question proved to be the second most popular question. Although this was a 

challenging question, the candidates who tried it found it interesting and most of 

them managed to score well by giving logical relevant points. Candidates covered 

a good range of ideas and justification. Most candidates agreed that success 

should not be measured by the amount of money one could make in his or her 

jobs, by pointing out that moral satisfaction is the main source for a good lifestyle 

and that happiness cannot be bought with money. However, a few candidates 

showed different points of view, such as, money leads to success; money buys 

all your needs; money promotes a good lifestyle and builds a reputation. 

 

Question 4  

Candidates were asked to write an email to their teacher to suggest a 

topic for an extra lesson to their school timetable. This question 

proved to be the third most popular question. Candidates were asked 

to give reasons for their proposed topic or subject. Although a good 

number of those who tried this question were able to score well here, 

some candidates found it difficult to stick to the main task. Some 

candidates suggested a topic which was not normally covered in all 

schools, such as cooking lessons and survival lessons, while others 

proposed extra lessons of what they normally study at their schools, 

such as maths, history and sports.   



 

Question 5 

 

Candidates were asked to write a speech to convince the Olympic Committee 

to select their country to be the next host of the Olympic games. Although this 

question did not prove to be very popular among the candidates, most of those 

who tried it showed very good competence in writing and managed to score well. 

Candidates were able to use very successful, convincing writing styles. A few of 

those misunderstood the main task by providing irrelevant issues, such as how 

good the sports players in their country are to win most games, unlike their 

colleagues who managed to score well by mentioning relevant points, such as 

good stadiums, touristic sights, good transport system, unique 

hospitality of people and the good climate which their country could 

provide. 

 

Question 6  

 

In this question, as in previous series, candidates were asked to write a story linked 

to a provided picture. About half of the candidates who tried this question 

managed to produce well-structured stories which were relevant to the provided 

picture.  

  



 

Samples of candidates’ performance: 

a. According to the Mark Scheme, a high standard response is the one 

which shows that the candidate has clearly understood the task, and 

is able to narrate, expand, give full descriptions and express opinions 

as appropriate to the task using appropriate vocabulary, idiom and 

complex sentence structures, with a high level of accuracy.  

Furthermore, it has to be coherent as well as easy and pleasant to 

read. 

 

The following two paragraphs are from a high-standard candidate 

who managed to score the highest marks. The response may not be 

faultless, but the candidate responded fully to the task in question 4, 

in writing a well-structured letter with a good level of accuracy in 

grammar and spelling. The letter is coherent and pleasant to read. 

 

 



 

 

  



 

The following response is what the mark scheme describes as pedestrian 

though there is evidence of both opinion and description as appropriate, but 

it lacked sufficient expansion and elaboration. Handwriting required 

attention and improvements. 

 

 

  



 

a. This is an example of a candidate who misunderstood most of 

the task in question 5, and as there was little relevant material, 

the candidate was not able to score from the upper two bands 

in Communication and Content in the assessment grid.  

 

 



 

 
  



 

b. The following response to question 1 shows an example of a 

candidate with good handwriting, but it is not coherent or easy to 

understand due to incorrect use of language in responding to the 

required task: 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

Advice to candidates: 

 

Candidates are advised to:  

 .قراءة السؤال بتأني ومحاولة فهم ما هو مطلوب 
 .الالتزام بالكمية المطلوب كتابتها من حيث العدد المطلوب من الكلمات 
  كتابة.الالتأكد من إعطاء أمثلة لها صلة وثيقة بالفكرة الرئيسة لموضوع 
  الدخول إلى الامتحان، وذلك لأن لكل نوع التعرف على أنواع الكتابة الأدبية المختلفة قبل

أُسلوب خاص في الكتابة؛ فأسلوب كتابة التقرير يختلف عن القصة، وأسلوب كتابة الرسالة 
 يختلف عن الخطاب وهكذا دواليك.

 
 

1. Make sure that each point of view is referred to and clearly stated in 

one paragraph. 

 

2. It is important to link your paragraphs together by reading what you 

have written before. 

 

3. It is better to be clear when you write your ideas. 

 

4. Write about what you know, and what you believe in. Examiners 

assess your language ability rather than your point of view.  

 

5. If you feel under pressure in the exam, focus as much on examples 

as explanations when you write. Make sure that your examples are 

relevant to the main idea. 

 

6. Do not write too much. The more you write, the more likely you are 

to make language mistakes, or to go off topic. 

 

7. See the whole essay in your head before you start writing. If you do 

not do that, you may lose significant marks for both coherence and 

task response. 

 

8. Focus on the backbone of your essay. The backbone is: 

 

a. The introduction: this should identify the question and 

outline your position. Don’t rush it as it is the first thing 

the examiner will read. First impressions count. 

 



 

b. The first/topic sentences of each paragraph: these 

should be clear and to the point. They should identify 

exactly what that paragraph is about and show how it 

relates to the rest of the essay.  Start off general and 

then build towards the specific. 

 

c. The conclusion: this is the easiest part of the essay 

normally. Most often, all you need to do is go back to 

the introduction and rephrase it. 

 

9. Before you write each paragraph of your response, refer to the 

question to remind yourself about what you are meant to write about. 

 

 

10. Enrich your general knowledge through reading different styles of 

writing from books, magazines, newspapers and the internet, as well 

as acquiring knowledge from other media sources. 

 

11. Read and understand previous International GCSE exam material 

which normally carries valuable information that can be very helpful 

when answering future exams. 

 

12. Read the model sample answers of previous exams. 

 

13. Familiarise yourselves with the format of the question paper. 

 

14. Adhere to writing on the designated lined pages in the answer book. 

 

15. Clearly mark the question of your choice and answer it in the 

specified area (lined pages) ensuring that there isn’t any answer of 

any other question in the same area. 

 

16. Ask for extra lined paper from invigilators should the specified area 

not be big enough for your responses. 

 

17. Underline the important words or phrases that refer to the required 

task, when answering a question, to ensure that you respond to the 

entire task. 

 

  



 

Grade boundaries 
 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the 
website on this link: 

 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-
certification/grade-boundaries.html 
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