LEARNERS’ ACADEMY

STD: X BANDRA (WEST) - MUMBAI 400050

SUB: ENG.LANG: PRELIMINARY EXAM 2007 -2008.

TIME: 2 HRS.

DATE: 09.01.08 ENGLISH LANGUAGE M.M. 80

Q1.  Write an essay of 350 — 400 words on any one topic. (25)

1) On arecent trek with your school mates, you were stranded in a remote area
without telephones, electricity or roads due to rain and landslides. Describe what
happened.

2) Imagine a situation in which you get to spend a weekend with your favourite film
celebrity. Write an account of your experiences.

3) Mobile phones are a boon if used judiciously. State how they are being
overused, misused or abused in today’s times.

4) Look at the picture given and write an account of what it suggests to you.

QII.  Write a letter to your cousin who is visiting India for the first time suggesting a

" popular tourist spot for a holiday.
Or

Write a letter to the Manager of a local movie theatre complaining about the lack
of hygiene and cleanliness in the theatre.

QIII. Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

Corsica is France, but it is not French. It is a mountain range moored like a great
ship with a cargo of crags a hundred miles off the Riviera .(French coast)

In its three climates it combines the high alps, the ruggednesss of North
Africa and the choicest landscapes of Italy, but most dramatic are the peaks which
are never out of view and show in the upheaval of rock a culture that is violent
and heroic. The landscape is beautiful on the west are cliffs, that drop straight
and red into the sea, on the south there is a fjord, on the east a long flat and
formerly malarial coast with the island’s only straight road on the north a populous
cape, and in the centre “ the Gothic steeples of mountains fringed by forests where
wild boar are hunted.

There are sandy beaches, pebbly beaches and boulderstrewn beaches.
beaches with enormous waves breaking over them, beaches with hotels and
beaches that have never known the taint of tourist footprint. There are five star

- hotels and hotels unfit for inhabitation.

A car seems necessary and is easy to hire, and driving, one discovers how
small Corsica is. All the roads are dangerous, many are simply the last mile to an
early grave. “There are no bad drivers in Corsica”, a Corsican told me. ‘All the
bad drivers die very quickly’. But he was wrong. I saw many and I still have
damp palms to prove it. I drove around the island in a rented car.

Two decades ago the island was dying economically, but the arrival of ex-
colonials from Algeria brought mechanized wine-making methods and growing of
Mandarin oranges to Corsica. There is a degree of prosperity in Corsica’s
agriculture, with the export of cheap wine. The good wine is drunk locally.

The Corsicans have a reputation for being unfriendly. They certainly look
gloomy and their character is dour, but they are not smug or critical, they can be
helpful and they seem genuinely interested in strangers. 3

“Simple in manner and thoroughly obliging”
wrote E-warc 7 2ar. ‘anxions o rlaace the fravalar s oo £ e
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A. Give the meaning of :-
i) fringed

ii) taint

iii) dour

iv) obliging

B. Answer the following :-

i) What are the various types of beaches here ?

ii) Why is a car “a necessity” ?

iii) Why has Corsica become prosperous?

iv) Pick out four adjectives that describe the Corsicans.

C. In 60 words describe the island on Corsica. Suggest a title and justify it.

Iv. Do as directed:- ;

1) The curtains are both durable and inexpensive (Use: Notonly .......... )

2) Mala will probably come for the movie. (Use: ‘probable’

3) No sooner did the cyclone strike than the boats capsized . (Begin: Hardly.....)

4) Priyanka said to Shyla, ‘I am glad to tell you that you have won the prize’.
(Begin: Priyanka told Shyla that) -

5) Chander is lazy; he does no more than is necessary. (Begin: Chander is lazy: he
does only......... )

IV.B) Complete using the correct form of the word in brackets:

1) The hotel is undergoing (renovate).

2) The city was a scene of (continue) bombing.
3) The villagers were a symbol of (hospital) and kindness.
4) The new hotel is (symbol) of the new Moscow.

5) The museum houses (history) objects.

IV.C) Fill in the blanks with suitable prepositions.

1) You were right suspecting him.

2) Raj is proficient German.

3) Veena is sensitive criticism,

4) The ultimate decision rests the BCCI.

5 Varun abstains smoking.

3N Maya is incapable neat work.

7) Raj has a passion ' cricket.

8) The hippo feeds » aquatic plants.

IV.D) Combine the sentences without using and or but.

1) It was a very hot day. I remained indoors,

2) The children danced. The band played.

3) Vishal composed a wonderful song. It won the award.

4) Dhiren met me. 1gave him the file.

5) She received the message .She went to meet her aunt.

IV.E) Insert a suitable form of the verb to complete the sentences.

Maria is Spanish. She (live) in Madrid, where she
(work) for an export company. She __(be) with this company for two
years now. At the moment she (study) English on a one month

intensive course in London. She (be) in London for a week now.
She _ (arrive) there last Saturday. This is not Maria’s first time in
Britain.
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