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The stimulus material below is based on a research article.
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Social networking (for example, Facebook, MySpace) has affected the way people interact 

and present themselves to others.  Psychologists argue that examining the nature of online  

communication is critical to understanding the process of identity development.

The aim of this research was to investigate ways in which young people develop identities on  

D�VRFLDO�QHWZRUNLQJ�ZHEVLWH���$�PXOWL�HWKQLF�VDPSOH�RI�WHQ�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�SDUWLFLSDQWV��¿YH�PDOHV�
DQG�¿YH�IHPDOHV��ZLWK�D�PHDQ�DJH�RI����\HDUV��ZDV�UHFUXLWHG�IURP�DQ�RQOLQH�ZHEVLWH�DW�DQ�$PHULFDQ�
university.  The participants were active members of a social networking website and willing  

WR�SUHVHQW�WKHLU�SHUVRQDO�SUR¿OH��WKH�SDJH�ZKLFK�LQWURGXFHV�WKH�SHUVRQ���

7KH�UHVHDUFKHU�XVHG�QDUUDWLYH�LQWHUYLHZLQJ�WR�FROOHFW�GDWD���7KH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�SUHVHQWHG�WKHLU�SUR¿OHV�
WR� WKH� UHVHDUFKHU��7KH�SUR¿OHV� LQFOXGHG�SKRWRV�DQG�H[SODQDWLRQV�RI�ZK\� WKHVH�SKRWRV�KDG�EHHQ�
chosen.  The interviews were videotaped. 

The video recordings were transcribed.  Inductive content analysis was applied to the transcripts. 

The researcher found three major themes in identity formation:

�� WKH�XVH�RI�LPDJHV�WR�UHSUHVHQW�UHODWLRQVKLSV��IRU�H[DPSOH��XVLQJ�DQ�LPDJH�RI�D�KHDUW�WR�UHSUHVHQW�
the participant’s boyfriend/girlfriend)

�� WKH�XVH�RI�SKRWRJUDSKV�WR�WHOO�WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV¶�SHUVRQDO�VWRULHV�
�� WKH� XVH� RI� LPDJHV� WR� LQGLFDWH� WKH� SDUWLFLSDQWV¶� SHUVRQDO� SUHIHUHQFHV� �IRU� H[DPSOH�� PXVLF�

preferences, favourite sports, support of environmental issues or human rights). 

The researcher concluded that young people use a number of methods to express identity 

ZLWKLQ�WKH�VRFLDO�QHWZRUN���7KH�UHVXOWV�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�WKHLU�SUR¿OH�ZDV�JHQHUDOO\�OHVV�YHUEDO�DQG� 
more visual. 

Answer all of the following three questions, referring to the stimulus material in your answers. 

1. Explain considerations that the researcher could have taken both before and after the 

interviews in this study. 

 
[10 marks]

2.� ([SODLQ�KRZ�UHÀH[LYLW\�FRXOG�EH�XVHG�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKLV�VWXG\� [10 marks]

3. Evaluate the use of narrative interviews in this study. [10 marks]


