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Death of a Salesman - Arthur Miller
<<Plot Outline>> - purple indented text denotes Willy’s flashbacks
Act One
(pg 7) Willy comes home, Biff and Happy talk

W is downstairs imagining B & H cleaning car
(pg 21) ( young B & H cleaning car, W directs
Bernard warns W that Biff will flunk math

(pg 27) ( W reports “success” of sales trip to Linda, while she budgets

(pg 29) [interjected by W’s affair with Woman]
L mending stockings
(pg 31) ( Bernard enters about math, L agrees – is upset about B and his reputation; W “pretends” to care – gets angry
(pg 32) H and W talk about Ben’s success
(pg 32) Charley enters; W and C talk and play cards – C offers W job

(pg 34) ( Ben enters
W & C discuss Ben, C confused at W’s conversation, C leaves

L enters briefly
(pg 38) ( W gets Ben to tell B & H about their father, Ben and B spar
C enters, warns of watchman

Bernard enters, watchman is chasing B; L enters briefly

Ben rushes off
(pg 41) W talks to L and then exits

B, H and L argue about him, conflict between B and W surfaces;

the gas pipe appears

(pg 48) B & H are discussing their attitudes to business; W enters

(pg 49) B & H’s business idea, B going to see Bill Oliver

B, H and L argue again

W & L talk, W decides to ask Howard for a New York job
Act Two
(pg 55) W and L talk over breakfast, B & H already left
(pg 58) L at home receives phone call from B

(pg 59) W goes to meet Howard, sees wire recorder; says no longer wants to travel, Dave Singleman (63); W gets fired


(pg 66) ( Ben is leaving (for Africa?), offers W to go to Alaska for him


(pg 68) ( Lomans are leaving for B’s big game, Bernard tags along

(pg 70) Willy goes to C’s firm, talks to the grown-up Bernard about B, talks to C who offers W a job – W refuses
(pg 78) At “Frank’s Chop House” H chats up Girl

(pg 80) B arrives and tells of failure at Bill Oliver’s

(pg 83) W arrives: grills B about meeting with Bill Oliver, B tries to tell “truth” but W tells B & H he has been fired

(pg 86) ( repeatedly interjected by Young Bernard exclaiming that B flunked math; Operator “paging” W
(pg 88) H lies for B to make W happy
( Woman laughs offstage
(pg 89) Letta & Miss Forsythe return, Boys leave W in restaurant washroom, go out with girls


(pg 91) ( W hallucinates talking to Woman in hotel room
(pg 92) ( interjected: B (after flunking math) walks in on W and the Woman in hotel

(pg 96) W leaves restaurant, goes to buy seeds

(pg 97) B & H get home, yelled at by Linda

(pg 99) W is outside planting seeds, discusses life insurance with Ben
(pg 101) B tries to farewell W; B does the “truth” speech
(pg 106) Ben appears briefly; W commits suicide by crashing car
Requiem (pg 110) At W’s grave: C, B, H, L
<<Quotes>>
Willy
(10) Figure it out.  Work a lifetime to pay off a house.  You finally own it, and there’s nobody to live in it.
(11) How can he (Biff) find himself on a farm?  Is that a life?

(11) Biff Loman is lost.  In the greatest country in the world a young man with such – personal attractiveness, gets lost.

(11) Remember how they used to follow him (Biff) around in high school?

(12) The way they boxed us in here.  Bricks and windows, window and bricks.

(23) Bigger than Uncle Charley!  Because Charley is not – liked.  He’s liked, but he’s not – well liked.

(25) Because the man who makes an appearance in the business world, the man who creates personal interest, is the man who gets ahead.  Be liked and you will never want.

(28) One thing about Charley.  He’s a man of few words, and they respect him.

(32) There was a man started with the clothes on his back and ended up with diamond mines?

(38) That’s just the way I’m bringing them up, Ben – rugged, well liked, all-around.

(40) Business is bad, it’s murderous.  But not for me, of course.

(51) Everybody likes a kidder, but nobody lends him money.

(61) Well, yeah, but who ever thinks of turning it (radio in car) on?

(61) In those days there was personality in it, Howard.  There was respect, and comradeship, and gratitude in it.  Today it’s all cut and dried, and there’s no chance for bringing friendship to bear – or personality.
(66) Oh, Ben, how did you do it?  What is the answer?

(84) I’m not interested in stories about the past or any crap of that kind because the woods are burning, boys, you understand?
Biff
(16) And it’s a measly manner of existence... when all you really desire is to be outdoors, with your shirt off.  And always to have to get ahead of the next fella.  And still – that’s how you build a future.

(18) Hap, the trouble is we weren’t brought up to grub for money.  I don’t know how to do it.

(82) ...I realized what a ridiculous lie my whole life has been.

(95) [To Willy] You fake!  You phony little fake!  You fake!

(104) The man don’t know who we are!  The man is gonna know!  We never told the truth for ten minutes in this house!

(104) And I never got anywhere because you blew me so full of hot air I could never stand taking orders from anybody!

(105) I’m a dime a dozen, and so are you!

(105) You were never anything but a hard-working drummer who landed in the ash-can like all the rest of them!

(106) Will you take that phony dream and burn it before something happens?

(110) He had the wrong dreams.  All, all, wrong.
Linda

(12) We should’ve bought the land next door.

(43) Either he’s your father and you pay him that respect, or else you’re not to come here.

(47) Biff, his (Willy’s) life is in your hands!

(112) We’re free and clear.
Ben

(67) What are you building? Lay your hand on it.  Where is it?

(100) And twenty thousand – that is something one can feel with the hand, it is there.
Charley

(75) He don’t have to [mention it] – he’s gonna do it.

(76) You named him Howard, but you can’t sell that.  The only thing you got in this world is what you can sell.  And the funny thing is that you’re a salesman, and you don’t know that.

(77) Who liked J. P. Morgan?  Was he impressive?

(111) A salesman is got to dream, boy.  It comes with the territory.
Bernard

(25) Just because he printed University of Virginia on his sneakers doesn’t mean they’ve got to graduate him, Uncle Willy!

Happy
(14) What happened, Biff?  Where’s the old humour, the old confidence?

(17) All I can do now is wait for the merchandise manager to die.

(20) I bet he’d (Bill Oliver) back you.  ‘Cause he thought highly of you, Biff.  I mean, they all do.  You’re well liked, Biff.
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