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Write an essay on one of the following.  You must base your answer on the cultural options or literary 
options you have studied in class.  References to other subjects or literary works are permissible but should 
not form the main body of your answer.

Language and culture

1. Either

	 (a)	 Anyone	who	 becomes	 fluent	 in	 a	 second	 or	 third	 language	 risks	 losing	 his	 or	 her	 identity.		 
Do you agree?  Explain your reasons, using examples from the option studied.

 or

 (b) Language can be manipulated to exploit or dominate.  Do you agree?  Explain your reasons, 
using examples from your study of this option.

Media and culture

2. Either

 (a) People frequently criticize the mass media.  With reference to your study of this option,  
explore aspects of mass media that deserve praise.  Refer to at least two forms of mass media 
in your answer.

 or

 (b) Youth culture is created by the mass media.  Do you agree?  Explain your reasons, using examples 
from the option studied.

Future issues

3. What aspects of the next hundred years do you feel most optimistic about?  Explain, incorporating 
examples from your study of the option.

Global issues

4. What role should be played by international organizations such as Amnesty International or the  
World	Wildlife	Federation	in	resolving	global	problems?		Include	specific	examples	from	your	study	
of this option.
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Social issues

5. Are there social problems that can be addressed more effectively by people at a community level 
rather than by governments or other large institutions?  Discuss, using examples from your study of 
this option.

Literary questions

6. Either

	 (a)	 Choose	two	or	three	works	you	have	studied	in	which	a	character	grows	up.		What	are	the	most	
important steps in the development of these characters, and why are they so important?

 or

	 (b)	 People	have	all	kinds	of	reasons	for	keeping	secrets.		Discuss	the	role	of	secrecy	in	at	least	two	
of	the	works	you	have	studied.

 or

	 (c)	 In	at	least	two	works	you	have	studied,	what	moment	or	event	was	most	surprising,	and	how	did	
the	writer	make	it	a	surprise?


