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Programme Rundown

Assessment Requirements
• Paper Format and Question Types

• Action words and Question words of HMSC questions

Marking Criteria and Marking Schemes
• General Introduction of the Marking Criteria of HMSC Practice

Papers

• Provisional Marking Schemes

General performance

• Basic Statistics on Students’ Performance

• Annotated Exemplars of various Performance Standards

• Recommendations for Improvements
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What are measured? 

� demonstrate comprehensive knowledge and understanding of issues, 
concepts and principles in health and social care across all systems 
and from all perspectives

� apply concepts of health and social care to unfamiliar situations in a 
wide range of contexts

� demonstrate excellent critical thinking and problem solving skills, 
making inferences, judgements and evaluations when analysing
interconnected HMSC issues

� effectively communicate ideas in a coherent and logical manner 
through extensive and sophisticated use of terminology and in an 
appropriate form

� design and conduct creative and focused investigations, synthesise
and evaluate data collected, and draw valid conclusions in authentic 
health/ social care situations

Level Descriptors (L5)
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Paper 1

• Questions are set on the compulsory part of the 
curriculum. 

Paper format and question types

Structured Questions

Data-response questions. Data 

analysis is required. Data may be 

presented in the form of figures, 

tables, charts etc. Focus on 

assessing critical thinking and 

reasoning skills when interpreting 

phenomenon/ trends/ patterns of 

issues. Higher cognitive level is 

required. 

48 marksSection B

Short Questions (Compulsory)

Content-based. Mainly focus on 

factual recall; Simple and direct 

answers are needed.

32 marksSection APaper 1

(2 hrs)

Max. marks: 80

RemarksMarksPart
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Paper 2

• Questions are set on both the compulsory and 
elective parts of the curriculum. 

Paper format and question types

Issue-based Questions (2 out of 3)

2 Case study questions. Focus on 

studying HMSC related case from 

different perspectives and/ or across 

different levels. Assembling knowledge 

from different topics is required. 

Problem solving and evaluation skills 

are assessed.

1 Essay type question. 

36 marksSection B

Short Questions (Compulsory)

Scenario-based. Focus on assessing 

the students’ ability on the application 

of knowledge in authentic situations.

24 marksSection APaper 2

(11/2 hrs)

Max. marks: 60

RemarksMarksPart
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Paper 1: Section A

Question 2

Short question: Mainly focus on 
factual recall
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Paper 1: Section B (1)

Question 8

Data response question: Answers 

should make reference to the raw 
figures/ trends/ patterns of the 

data provided.
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Paper 1: Section B (2)

Question 8

Data response question: Answers 

should make reference to the raw 

figures/ trends/ patterns of the 
data provided.

http://www.studentbounty.com/
http://www.studentbounty.com


9

Paper 1: Section B (3)

Question 8

Data response question: Answers 

should make reference to the raw 

figures/ trends/ patterns of the 
data provided.
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Paper 2: Section A

Question 1

Scenario-based : Answers are identified 
and interpreted from the information 

provided (the scenario)
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Paper 2: Section B (1)

Essays: Limited response with 
suggested answers (accept 

alternative reasonable answers) 

Question 5
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Paper 2: Section B (2)

Essays: Limited response with 

suggested answers (accept 

alternative reasonable answers) 

Question 5
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Common action/ command words

� Classify (歸類歸類歸類歸類) …

� Elaborate (闡述闡述闡述闡述) …

� Propose (建議建議建議建議) …

� Justify (論証論証論証論証) …

� Evaluate (評論評論評論評論) …

� Identify (指出指出指出指出) …

� State (提出提出提出提出) …

� Name (列出列出列出列出.. 名稱名稱名稱名稱)

� Spot (指出指出指出指出) …

� Suggest (建議建議建議建議) …

� Explain (解釋解釋解釋解釋) …

� Discuss (討論討論討論討論) …

� Compare (比較比較比較比較) …
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� ….from various perspectives

� Suppose you were …..

� Suggest the possible reason(s) ……

� …. the possible impact of …… on

� With reference to/ With respect to …., explain the trend(s) of….

� …… the pros and cons of …..

� According to the answer stated in (x) …

� State the limitation(s) of ……

� ……that may account for ……

� Identify/ describe the role(s) of …

� Comment on …. and justify your views…..

� … and elaborate your answers with appropriate examples.

� To what extent do you agree…..

� Using related theories/ concepts, ……

Common question words in HMSC Papers
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� In general, 1 mark will be awarded for each HMSC-related concept/ 
idea/ fact/ information/ example/ identified trend/ description/
explanation/ argument……

� Three basic scoring patterns: 

� “2 X 1M” = number of scoring point X 1M (Possible marks: 0, 1, 2)

� “1M + 1M” = the first answer must be correct in order for the second 
point to be considered. (Possible marks: 0, 1, 2)  e.g. Identification of 
trend/ concept + relevant example

� “0, 2M” = 2M will be awarded if BOTH the first and second parts of the
answer are correct.(Possible marks: 0, 2) 

� 3 marks for communication skills in section 2B – the issue-based 
questions

Marking Criteria

In marking of HMSC questions,
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Marking Scheme

A single slash indicates an acceptable 
alternative answer. 

Underlined indicates the essential 
part of the answer.
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Basic Statistics on students’ performance (1)

146 Scripts

(4 scripts with incomplete information)

No. of scripts marked

150 ScriptsNo. of scripts collected 

472 StudentsNo. of participating students

23 SchoolsNo. of participating schools

4 CentresNo. of Mock Examination Centres
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Basic Statistics on students’ performance (2)

60.18

(43%)

12-11111112Total Mark

(Max: 140)

28.28

(47%)

5-52525Paper 2

(Max: 60)

31.90

(40%)

7-62627Paper 1

(Max: 80)

AverageMark 
Range

MaxMin

Remarks: Statistics are from a small sample only and may not be 

representative of the whole candidature. 
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Basic Statistics on students’ performance (3)

SatisfactoryQ9

PoorQ8

SatisfactoryQ7

GoodQ6

FairQ5

FairQ4

Very GoodQ3

FairQ2

GoodQ1

General performanceQuestion 

Paper 1
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Basic Statistics on students’ performance (4)

Very GoodQ7

FairQ6

GoodQ5

GoodQ4

SatisfactoryQ3

Very GoodQ2

GoodQ1

General performanceQuestion 

Paper 2
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q1)
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q1) - Good

4/4M

• 學生能夠充分掌握相關的歧視條例、受影響人士及條例背後的理念。
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q1) – Average

• 學生能初步掌握相關歧視條例的概念，但並不了解條例背後的理
念。

2/4M
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q1) – Below Average

0/4M

• 學生未能掌握相關歧視條例的概念，在答題時受到資料中的不正
確資訊所誤導。
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q2)
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q2) - Good

4/4M

• 學生清晰地提出住戶平均人數下降的原因、並指出這下降對家庭
社教化角色的影響。答案中亦常見本科詞彙的運用。
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1(Q2) – Below Average

1/4M

• 學生未直接回應題目的要求，只能提供與課題大約相關的描述。
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q4)

http://www.studentbounty.com/
http://www.studentbounty.com


29

Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q4) - Good

6/7M

• 學生能夠直接回應題目的要求，並提供合適的答案。
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q4) – Below Average

2/7M

• 學生未能掌握題目的要求、例如在要求解釋趨勢的題 (a) 中不斷
作出描述。
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q5)
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q5) - Good

6/6M

• 學生能夠充分掌握題目的要求、參照所提供的資料參照所提供的資料參照所提供的資料參照所提供的資料，解釋醫療改
革的需要並提供相關的現行措施以紓緩所述的狀況。

http://www.studentbounty.com/
http://www.studentbounty.com


33

Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q5) – Below Average

1/6M

• 學生未能回應題目的要求、審題技巧有待改善。
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q7) - 1
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q7) - 2
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q7) – Good (1)
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q7) – Good (2)

• 學生能夠充分運用題中的資料、回答有關問題。

14/16M
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q7) – Average (1)
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q7) – Average (2)

10/16M
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q9) - 1
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q9) – Good (1)
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1  (Q9) – Good (2)

16/16M

• 學生能夠充分掌握題目的要求、參照陳先生的個案，回答問題。此
外，學生亦展示了對「積極樂頤年」的理念及相關策略有充分了解。
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1(Q9) –Below Average(1)
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 1(Q9) – Below Average(2)

2/16M

• 學生未能直接回應題目中的要求、例如學生並未理會題 (c) 的要求
從全人健康的角度作答，答題及審題技巧均有待改善。
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 2A  (Q1)
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 2A  (Q1) - Good

6/6M

• 學生能夠充分運用情境中的資料、回答有關問題。
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 2A (Q1) – Below Average

2/6M

• 學生未能善用情境中的資料回應問題要求、答案中的（c）亦
見錯誤觀念。
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 2A  (Q2)
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 2A  (Q2) - Good

6/6M

• 學生充分地掌握本科的概念、並有效地應用於陌生情境中。
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 2A  (Q2) - Average

3/6M

• 學生未能掌握本科詞彙(例如：危害因素)的意思，以致出現錯誤
的答題方向。
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 2B  (Q5) - 1
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 2B  (Q5) - 2
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 2B  (Q5) – Good (1)
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 2B  (Q5) – Good (2)
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 2B  (Q5) – Good (3)

14/18M

• 學生展示良好的批判性思考，能夠從不同層面及角度分析本科的
議題 (例如：跨代貧窮的影響；從立法會議員角度提出可行方
案)，並就堅尼系數的限制作出評鑑。
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 2B  (Q5) – Average (1)
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 2B (Q5) – Average (2)

8/18M

• 學生只能就問題的要求，運用基本的詞彙及知識略作
回應。
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 2B  (Q7)
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 2B  (Q7) – Good (1)
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 2B  (Q7) – Good (2)
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Annotated Exemplars – Paper 2B  (Q7) – Good (3)

17/18M

• 學生廣泛地掌握科本的概念，並能直接回應問題的要求。
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� Support viewpoints/ arguments with relevant concepts/ facts/ information/ examples.

� Analyze and answer the question from various perspectives/ across different levels (e.g. 
individuals, family, peers, community, society, world)

� Pay attention to the focus of the question – do not miss the key word(s) of the question

� Avoid factual errors when quoting evidence/ examples to support viewpoints

� Avoid contradictory assertions

� Avoid repeated elaborations with answers of similar concepts/ ideas/ nature/ examples. 

� In essays, introductory and concluding paragraphs as well as topic sentences signaling 
the content of each paragraph are needed.

� Organize answers under different themes/ groups/ classes/ strategies/ directions are 
important especially for essay questions.

Recommendations for Improvements

In answering HMSC questions,

Students’ performance in HMSC practice papers was in general satisfactory. They 

demonstrate adequate knowledge and understanding of issues, concepts and principles in 

health and social care across systems and from different perspectives. However, a better 

performance is expected if students can pay more attention to the following:
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