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Introduction

In this 60-mark paper, candidates are assessed on their ability to communicate in written 
Turkish. They are expected to write effectively for a variety of purposes across a range of 
specified contexts and to show competency in several areas. For Q01, candidates have to use 
the informal register to convey information, narrate, express opinions/interests and 
convince. For Q02 they need to c onvey information using the formal register. Finally, for 
Q03, candidates are required to translate a short passage from English to Turkish in which 
individual sentences are ordered in increasing levels of difficulty. Candidates are not 
penalised for exceeding or falling short of the word limit or for going beyond the mandatory 
bullet points.
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Question 1 (a)

This question has the theme of Local Area, Holidays and Travel and the topic of Holidays. 
Candidates are given four bullet points within the context of an email responding to a friend’s 
questions. The question has to be answered using present, past and future time frames.

This question was more popular than Q01(b) and the vast majority of answers were done 
well with most candidates scoring in the top two bands. These responses showed a good 
understanding of the bullet points and gave justified opinions. It was clear that candidates 
had been taught well on how to answer this style of question and most answered the points 
in equal length.

The first two bullet points were done well with many using the aorist tense followed by the 
known past tense to give an opinion in response to the second bullet point. For the third 
bullet point, some candidates found it demanding to say what the benefits were of going on 
different types of holidays and instead gave names of recommended places they have 
experienced or visited themselves.

Some candidates wrote in excess of 90 words and unfortunately, more mistakes were made 
towards the end of these lengthy responses.

Knowledge of past and future tenses was generally sound. The informal register option 
allowed candidates to accommodate a high level of authentic language in most answers with 
the occasional idiom and even some slang, which was very endearing.
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An excellent response that covers all the bullet points, communicates 
well with good content that relates to the question. Good use of 
language with first class clarity.
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Another excellent response that scores well for CC and KL.
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Question 1 (b)

This question has the theme of Identity and culture and the topic of socialising with 
friends and family . Candidates are asked to respond to a friend's email containing 
questions about social life in London. The response must use present, past and future time 
frames.

Most candidates seemed to enjoy describing London as their home town and writing about 
their trips to various places in the city, and visits to their relatives around the UK. Candidates 
tended to merge the first and second bullet points, in which they produced colourful 
answers.

Some candidates provided very good responses to the third bullet point by explaining that 
they like socialising with other people and explaining the importance of learning about other 
cultures by participating in festivals, concerts and other events. Some candidates combined 
the last two bullet points, which was fine if it was clear that they had answered bullet point 
three within that response.

Knowledge of the past and future tense was generally sound. There was a high level of 
informal language used in most answers with the occasional idiom and even some slang. 
Some basic mistakes in compound tenses were made, and sometimes incorrect complex 
language.
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This candidate has made some attempt to answer the questions but 
with little success. There is only some use of vocabulary and coverage 
of bullet points.
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An excellent response that covers all the bullet points. The candidate 
communicates well and includes interesting content.

11 GCSE Turkish 1TU0 4H



This response demonstrates good vocabulary as well as some fine 
structured language.
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Question 2 (a)

Q02a has the subtheme of Town, region and country and the topic of weather. Candidates 
are given four bullet points to write an informative article about the climate and seasonal 
weather conditions in Britain for a secondary school magazine in Türkiye. The question has 
to be answered using present, past and future time frames.

This question was less popular than Q02(b) but still produced a number of excellent 
responses. Answers were detailed and relevant, showing well-developed points of view and 
ideas. There were also some admirable attempts to use descriptive and expository language, 
which was most pleasing. Interpretations varied between those who experienced the climate 
differences where they were living and the weather conditions which they enjoyed. When 
bullet points two and three were combined with interesting examples as well as personal 
experiences about the odd British weather the results were pleasingly original.

Performance on the fourth bullet was also good with lots of advice about precautions on 
sudden weather changes and seasonal visits, with some original descriptions. The level of 
language in some pieces were very high indeed including extended sentences with 
subjunctive and idioms. Infrequent use of Turkish characters was a challenge for some 
candidates.

Only some attempt to address the bullet points, with very little 
success.

13 GCSE Turkish 1TU0 4H



14GCSE Turkish 1TU0 4H



A very good response that covers all bullet points. Communication is 
good with content that relates to the question. The candidate displays 
a good grasp of vocabulary with clear use of language.
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Question 2 (b)

This popular question deals with the theme of the International and global dimensions and 
the topic of campaigns and good causes . Candidates are required to write an email to a 
teacher to convince them to support a book-collecting campaign in aid of a secondary school 
library in Türkiye.

Candidates understood this question well, both in terms of how to tackle the bullet points 
and the theme of organising something for a good cause. There was quite a lot of creativity 
within such a formal question, which was refreshing. Most candidates attempted the first two 
bullet points well, finding different reasons for each. Several candidates were passionate 
about reading and liked to write about how important it was as a vocabulary-building activity 
of language learning which was lovely to see as an answer. Equally, many clearly see this 
event as social bonding within the community as well as helping someone in need, and were 
able to express these successfully. The fourth bullet point was tackled very well and 
candidates gave a range of interesting pieces of advice.

A good number of candidates had learnt how to write introductory phrases and complex 
opinions that were used to good effect along with some idiomatic expressions, produced by 
some very able candidate. This made their scripts pleasant to read and should be 
encouraged. Common language mistakes included the shortened future tense conjugated 
such as “gelcez” instead of “geleceğiz” and less successful answers had many set phrases 
surrounded by confused basic Turkish.
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This candidate has made some attempt to answer the question but 
with little success. There is use of some vocabulary to cover the bullet 
points.
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This is an excellent answer that covers all the bullet point and includes 
some very good content.
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Question 3

Q03 addresses the theme of Identity and culture and the topic of food and drink as part of 
the daily life subtheme. Candidates have to translate a passage from English into Turkish.

There were some excellent attempts at this question, showing good knowledge of vocabulary 
as well as higher level constructions. There were courageous attempts at “delicious” often 
involving “enfes”, “muaazzam”, “leziz”. Some candidates struggled to recall “aubergine” as 
“patlican” whilst others confused it with “stuffed pepper”. Answers instead of “patlican 
dolması”, were “karnıyarık” and “içli patlican” which were very cultural and perfectly fine.

Some candidates omitted “-na rağmen” which was given as “although” either paraphrased as 
“buna karşı” or preferred to use with conditional ending and connective “-sa da”. Unidentified 
and challenging vocabulary by some candidates included “aubergine” for “patlican”, “minced 
meat” for “kıyma” (some translated as “et”), “rice” for “pirinç” not “pilav” (not differentiated for 
rice), “dish” for “yemek” not for “tabak”, “neighbourhood” for “mahalle”, “cooking” for both 
“aşçılık” and “yemek pişirme”, “contest” for “yarışma”.

There was some evidence of first language influences such as using “aubergine” instead of 
“patlican” and “contest” instead of “yarışma” along with English spelling of “vegetarian” 
instead of “vejeteryan.”



An excellent translation that scored full marks. All meaning has been 
successfully transferred into the target language.
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A very good attempt at transfer of meaning into the target language. 
However, some vocabulary still needs to be focused.

A good attempt but with limited success. First language influence 
prevents some understanding.
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Paper Summary

To conclude, the following is advice given to improve candidates' performance:

Q01 and Q02

Adhere to the word limit to allow more time to think about what each bullet point requires 
or to make sure all bullet points are covered.
Do not spend too much time on just the first bullet point; leave time for the others.
Keep referring back to the bullet points to make sure you are answering them.
Write only what is relevant to the bullet points so you are fulfilling the requirements of the 
task.

Q03

Translate every element and avoid paraphrasing by dividing the English passage into 
smaller parts.
Leave time at the end to check language, especially verbs, and the accuracy of any 
complex structures used.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

24GCSE Turkish 1TU0 4H

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html


Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828

with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL.


