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Introduction
GCSE Spanish Writing is assessed by an examination at the end of the course of study.

Questions are set in common contexts, addressing a range of relevant contemporary and cultural

themes. They are organised into five themes, each broken down into topics and sub-topics. The five

themes are: Identity and culture, Local area, Holiday and travel, School, Future aspirations – Study

and work, and International and Global Dimension.

The assessment tasks feature general content that is familiar and accessible to all candidates.

Candidates are required to produce responses of varying lengths and types to express facts, ideas

and opinions in Spanish. The length of each response required and complexity of language

increases across the paper.

Recommended word counts are specified for each question. Candidates will not be penalised for

writing more or fewer words than recommended in the word count nor for going beyond the

mandatory bullet points. All questions are marked against the assessment criteria as published in

the current specification. The instructions to candidates are all in Spanish. The use of dictionaries is

not permitted.

The examination for paper 4H is 1 hour and 20 minutes in length and it carries 60 marks. The paper

consists of two open response questions and one translation from English into Spanish. Candidates

are required to answer all questions.

Q01 has two options, from which candidates have to select one. This question assesses candidates

on their ability to convey information, narrate, express opinions, interest, or convince the reader

about a certain point. Candidates must use the informal register. This question is common to the

Foundation tier.

Q02 has two options, from which candidates have to select one. This question assesses candidates

on their ability to convey information, narrate, express and justify ideas and opinions, and interest

or convince the reader. Candidates must use the formal register.

Q03 is the translation question. Candidates are required to translate a short paragraph from

English into Spanish. The individual sentences are ordered by increasing level of difficulty.
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Question 1 (a) 

Q01(a) required candidates to write a letter to a friend about school and education. They had to

address the four bullet points and produce between 80-90 words in Spanish.

This candidate has written 125 words in Spanish. All words written by the candidate are considered

and assessed, even though the response is longer than the recommended word count.
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This response receives 12 marks for Communication and Content.

The candidate has written information relevant to all four bullet

points.

The candidate expands the key points and ideas. There is a variety

of language used to express ideas and opinions, with some

examples of uncommon language eg un montón

de…, aburridísimos, aire libre, llovió a cántaros, qué rollo, si pudiera …

iría, año sabático, después de tomarme. The register and style are

appropriate.

This response receives 8 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and

Accuracy. The candidate produces some extended sentences

frequently, which are linked using pero, porque, y, ademas, también.

The language is generally accurate and includes successful

references to past, present and future events. Occasionally, errors

occur that that hinder clarity of communication eg me damos un

montón de deberes, son necesitan, el fiesta este....

20 marks
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This candidate has written 145 words in Spanish. All words written by the candidate are considered

and assessed, even though the response is longer than the recommended word count.
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This response receives 9 marks for Communication and Content,

the maximum mark that can be awarded to this response.

The candidate has written information relevant to 3 of the 4 bullet

points. The first bullet point concerning what the candidate likes

most about school is not covered.

The candidate expands and develops some key points and ideas.

There is a variety of language with some examples of creative,

uncommon language eg pronto, he aprendido, una obra, he

trabajado, a todo tren, incluso, cuando vaya. The register and style

are appropriate.

This response receives 8 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and

Accuracy. The candidate produces extended sentences frequently,

which are well linked together using pero, y, incluso and porque.

There are successful references to past, present and future events.

The level of accuracy in this response is good overall with

occasional slips in clarity of communication eg han termindo,

teníamos aprender. 

17 marks
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Question 1 (b) 

Q01(b) required candidates to write responses to a survey on a website about television. They had

to address the four bullet points and produce between 80-90 words in Spanish.

This candidate has written 144 words in Spanish. All words written by the candidate are considered

and assessed even though the response is longer than the recommended word count.
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This response receives 10 marks for Communication and Content.

The candidate has written information relevant to all four bullet

points.

The candidate expands the key points and ideas. There is a variety

of language used to express ideas and opinions, with some

examples of uncommon language eg extranjera, idiomas, razones.

The register and style are appropriate.

This response receives 7 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and

Accuracy. The candidate produces some extended sentences

frequently, which are linked using pero, porque, y, ademas, también.

The language is generally accurate and includes successful

references to past, present and future events. Occasionally, errors

occur that that hinder clarity of communication eg mas buenos por

niños, nos gustamos la tele es un familia, the use of ver in the

infinitive form. 

17 marks
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This candidate has written 200 words in Spanish. All words written by the candidate are considered

and assessed even though the response is much longer than the recommended word count.

This candidate has added extra material at the end of the response, which goes beyond the bullet

points but is related to the overall theme of the response.
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This response receives 8 marks for Communication and Content.

The candidate has written information which can be considered

relevant to the 4 bullet points.

The candidate develops some key points and ideas. There is a

variety of mainly common, familiar language with the occasional

example of uncommon language eg teleadicto, sobrosa (sic). The

register and style are appropriate.

This response receives 6 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and

Accuracy. The candidate produces some extended sentences,

which are linked with conjunctions such as pero, y, porque, aunque

and así que.

Frequently, the language is accurate and the references to present

and future events are mostly successful.

There is occasional ambiguity and sometimes errors occur that

that hinder clarity of communication eg cuando los jóvenes

prefieren …, mi amigo y yo ver … y comer dulce comida …, todo al

mundo.

14 marks
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Question 2 (a) 

Q02(a) required candidates to write a blog post about role models and someone they admire.

This candidate has written 258 words in Spanish. All words written by the candidate are considered

and assessed even though the response is much longer than the recommended word count.
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This response receives 16 marks for Communication and Content.

The candidate has written detailed information relevant to all 4

bullet points.

The candidate develops their points and ideas effectively. They

adapt the language they use to narrate, inform, interest and

convince the reader of their ideas and points of view.

There is a wide variety of vocabulary and expression with many

examples of uncommon language eg le admiro, tan, suelen

ser, enganchado, selva amazónica, alucinante, antes de hacerlo, en el

porvenir, siendo, ayudar a los demás. The register and style are

appropriate.

This response receives 12 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and

Accuracy. The response is fluent with extended, well linked

sentences using a variety of structures eg dado que, mientras que,

por eso, así que, al mismo tiempo, a pesar de, adicionalmente.

The language is consistently accurate and includes consistently

successful references to past, present and future events. Any

errors do not hinder the clarity of the communication.

28 marks
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This candidate has written 200 words in Spanish. All words written by the candidate are considered

and assessed even though the response is longer than the recommended word count.
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This response receives 9 marks for Communication and Content.

The candidate has written detailed information relevant to 3 of the

4 bullet points.

The candidate, usually effectively, develops their points and ideas.

The final bullet point about how having a role model will help

them in the future is not covered. Instead, the candidate writes

about what they will do to be a good role model and the charitable

work that they will do.

Other bullet points also have some lapses in communication. The

register and style are mostly appropriate.

The lowest of the four marks available in the mark band is selected

because the response is deemed to be closer to the descriptor in

the band below, rather than the band above.

This response receives 6 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and

Accuracy. There is some variety of grammatical structures

including some repetitive instances of complex language eg

structures using ayudar. There are some prolonged sequences of

writing with some extended linked sentences, using dado que and 

así que.

The language is generally accurate with successful references to

past, present and future events. Errors occur that occasionally

hinder the clarity of communication eg ayudamos el desempleo

buscar un trabajo, comprá, son necesito por al mundo.

15 marks
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Question 2 (b) 

Q02(b) required candidates to write a blog post about benefits of working during the holidays.

This candidate has written 252 words in Spanish. All words written by the candidate are considered

and assessed even though the response is considerably longer than the recommended word count.
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This response receives 12 marks for Communication and Content.

The candidate has written detailed information relevant to all 4

bullet points. Generally, the candidate has developed their points

and ideas effectively.

They adapt the language they have used to narrate, inform,

interest and convince the reader of their ideas and points of view

quite well. There is a good variety of vocabulary and expression,

with frequent examples of uncommon language eg acabo de

terminar, he soñado con, fue flipante, me vuelve loco, cuando sea

mayor, tengo la intención.The register and style are appropriate.

This response receives 9 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and

Accuracy. The response is predominantly fluent with extended,

well linked sentences using a variety of structures eg 

además, porque, sin embargo, por lo tanto, por ejemplo, aunque,

también.

Usually, the language is accurate and includes mostly successful

references to past, present and future events. Errors occur but

they rarely hinder the clarity of the communication eg ir a llegar, 

llamaba telefónicos, disfrutía.

21 marks
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This candidate has written 149 words in Spanish, which is within the recommended word count.
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This response receives 5 marks for Communication and Content.

The candidate has written some detailed information relevant to

the four bullet points, although there is some lack of clarity related

to what the candidate liked best about the job and about how the

job will be of help in the future.

Frequently, the candidate adapts language to narrate, inform,

interest and convince the reader of their ideas and points of view.

There is some variety of language and expression with some

examples of uncommon language eg sin hogar, apoyamos, juntos,

seguir estudiando, inolvidable.

This response receives 4 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and

Accuracy. There is some variety of grammatical structures but

there is also repetition eg puedes, ayudar, aprender, gente. There

are some prolonged sequences of writing with some extended

linked sentences using eg porque, pero, ya que, también.

The language is generally accurate and frequently includes

successful references to past, present and future events.

Errors occur that occasionally hinder clarity of the communication

eg fue que hacé amigas, mi trabajo es (for fue), aprender el trabajo en

el mundo, experience.

9 marks
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Question 3 

Q03 required candidates to translate a short passage of 4 sentences from English into Spanish. The

passage was based around the topic of the environment.

The meaning of the passage is communicated fully. The candidate

uses accurate language and structures consistently.

Any errors are minor and do not hinder the clarity of the

communication.

12 marks

Candidates should learn a wide variety vocabulary items.

The vocabulary lists in the specification will help with this.
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The meaning of the passage is partially communicated, some

words and phrases are omitted or incorrectly communicated eg 

pleneta, parco, le encantan, decidío, spero, environmental. The

candidate has used accurate language and structures in some

phrases and sentences, but some errors prevent meaning being

conveyed.

4 marks.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Read every question on the exam paper before you begin to write your answers

Look very carefully at the whole question, including the rubric, to make sure that you understand

fully what you are being asked to do

Look for key words in the bullet points because these will help you to answer each of the bullet

points correctly

Use vocabulary and language structures that you have learned, which are related to the topic

about which you are writing

Answer each of the bullet points in order, using a new paragraph for each one

Leave enough time to check your work carefully at the end of the exam
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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