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Introduction

GCSE Spanish Writing is assessed by an examination at the end of the course of study.

Questions are set in everyday contexts, addressing a range of relevant contemporary and cultural
themes. They are organised into five themes, each broken down into topics and sub-topics. The five
themes are: Identity and culture, Local area, holiday and travel, School, Future aspirations - study
and work, and International and global dimension.

The assessment tasks feature general content that is familiar and accessible to all candidates.
Candidates are required to produce responses of varying lengths and types to express facts, ideas
and opinions in Spanish. The length of each response required and complexity of language
increases across the paper.

Recommended word counts are specified for each question. Candidates will not be penalised for
writing more or fewer words than recommended in the word count nor for going beyond the
mandatory bullet points. All questions are marked against the assessment criteria as published in
the current specification. The instructions to candidates are all in Spanish. The use of dictionaries is
not permitted.

The examination for paper 4F is 1 hour and 10 minutes in length and it carries 60 marks. The paper
consists of three open response questions (Q) and one translation from English into Spanish.
Candidates are required to answer all questions.

Q01 assesses candidates on their ability to write to describe and to express opinions.

Q02 assesses candidates on their ability to note down key points and convey information.
Candidates must use the formal register.

Q03 has two options, from which candidates have to select one. This question assesses candidates
on their ability to convey information, narrate, express opinions, interest, and convince the reader
about a certain point. Candidates must use the informal register. This question is common to the
Higher tier.

Q04 is the translation question. Candidates are required to translate five sentences from English to
Spanish. The sentences are ordered by increasing level of difficulty.
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Question 1

Q01 required candidates to describe the photograph and to give an opinion about fast food. They
were recommended to write 20-30 words in Spanish.

This candidate has written 39 words in Spanish.

1 Estds en una cafeteria en Espaia. Publicas esta foto en las redes sociales para tus
amigos.

Describe la foto y da tu opinion sobre la comida répida.

Escribe aproximadamente 20-30 palabras en espafiol.

Eﬂrafomhmﬂdcsao@w@ﬂﬁig,mwm

_______________________________ \{D N P MO B RS bSO N e

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response receives the maximum 6 marks available for
Communication and Content.

The candidate has written information relevant to the photograph in the
description and has included occasional extra details.

The language used enables the candidate to give a short description,
provide simple information and an opinion, with some success. The
candidate uses a small selection of common, familiar vocabulary with no
significant repetition.

This response receives the maximum mark of 6 for Linguistic Knowledge
and Accuracy. The candidate produces simple sentences with some
linking, using y, porque and pero.

There is accurate application of a small selection of straightforward
grammatical structures and the candidate refers successfully to present
events as appropriate to the task eg hay dos personas, hay una chico..., se
puede ver..., me gusta mucho, es delicioso, no es sano... Accuracy is good in
this response.

12 marks
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The candidate has written 24 words in Spanish.

1

Estas en una cafeteria en Espafa. Publicas esta foto en las redes sociales para tus
amigos.

Describe la foto y da tu opinion sobre la comida rapida.

Escribe aproximadamente 20-30 palabras en espafiol.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response receives 4 marks for Communication and Content.

The candidate gives some relevant information in their description and
includes minimal extra detail. The language used enables the candidate to
give a short description and provide simple information with variable
success. An opinion about fast food is not expressed. The candidate uses a
small selection of common, familiar vocabulary.

This response receives a mark of 3 for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.
The candidate produces simple, short sentences with little linking, using y.

There is inconsistently accurate application of a small selection of
straightforward grammatical structures and the candidate sometimes
refers successfully to present events as appropriate to the task eg hay dos
personas, tiene un(o) refresco. Often errors occur that hinder clarity of
communication eg estd (for hay?) comida en la cafeterig and occasionally
prevent meaning eg creo que hay muy divertido.

7 marks
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 ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

There will always be two parts to this question.

A description of the photograph will be required along with an opinion
about the theme of the photograph.

The words in the title and in the rubric will help to express the opinion.
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Question 2

Q02 required candidates to write an email to a tourist information office with some information
about a trip.

Candidates had to include in their response the information given in the four bullet points. The
bullet points appeared in the formal register and candidates were expected to respond in the same
register. They were asked to produce 40-50 words in Spanish.

This candidate has written 52 words in Spanish. All words written by the candidate are considered
and assessed even though the response is slightly longer than the recommended word count.
Un viaje a Espafia .
2 Usted quiere visitar Sevilla. Necesita informacién turistica de la ciudad.
Escriba un email a la oficina de turismo con la informacion siguiente:
whih .
+ cuando piensa viajar
« con quién viaja
+ las actividades que le gusta hacer
» donde le gustaria quedarse.
[P

Escriba aproximadamente 40-50 palabras en espaiiol.

Estimados sefiores:

........ en. . el wecano. 2 Queco. Viajor.. Son. .miS fbdfr .
L OMNIQOS..... PO, e NP 1\0s... 8 stO . Vingoc. G me.

en ... vn._. . hoféel de cinco. estréllas.  con .. UAG
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<« Examiner Comments

This response receives the maximum 8 marks available for
Communication and Content.

The candidate gives information relevant to the four bullet points and
adds some development.

The language enables the candidate to present simple facts, give
information and to note down key points using simple ideas using
common, familiar vocabulary and language structures. The language used
is independently selected and does not rely too much on the language of
the stimulus material to convey ideas.

This response receives the maximum mark of 8 for Linguistic Knowledge
and Accuracy. The candidate produces simple sentences, which are linked,
using porque and pero.

Straightforward grammatical structures are used, which are mostly
accurate. There are mostly accurate references to both present and future
events.

Verbs and spellings tend to be accurate with the odd exception.
Occasionally, errors occur which hinder clarity of communication eg mis
amigos no suelo hacer actividades.

16 marks
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This candidate has written 64 words in Spanish. All words written by the candidate are considered
and assessed even though the response is slightly longer than the recommended word count.

2 Usted quiere visitar Sevilla. Necesita informacion turistica de la ciudad.
Escriba un email a fa oficina de turismo con la informacion siguiente:
+ cudndo piensa viajar o, Yo e \‘jOLV-j
con quién viaja Wit o do
las actividades que le gusta hacer (e nxes o O G
+ dobnde le gustaria quedarse. W\l Oo ya, W te &
Escriba aproximadamente 40-50 palabras en espaiiol.
Estimados seriores:

QLceve

....\i O \;&.w Senlla 'w Mﬂ- WS Can. W -’lma.‘]

AOMM I\}.v lo. VoxgCions dk_dc:-m ha . U; VAR 27
‘..,)M*(hcvuﬂ os..Colot N t@\ bidg hoce e M wois,
....... |0 GuSkod®S oA SO EuY &CU%D

bu:»‘d;é:ﬁfs M VoY G UNSHAGT €

\\?jmosc\»mw m ..... @,L mrm/ ......
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P A
e < Examiner Comments

This response receives 6 marks for Communication and Content. The
candidate has written information relevant to three of the four bullet
points (dénde le gustaria quedarse is not communicated) and has added
some development.

The language used has enabled the candidate to present simple facts,
information and to note down key points using simple ideas using
common, familiar vocabulary and language structures, with some success.

Clarity of communication is occasionally an issue. The language used is
independently selected and does not rely too much on the language of the
stimulus material to convey ideas.

The upper of the two marks available in the mark band is selected. The
response is deemed to be closer to the descriptor in the band above
rather than that of the band below.

This response receives a mark of 6 for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.
The candidate produces simple sentences which are linked, using y and
porque. There is some repetition of the use of voy a ...

Straightforward grammatical structures are used, which are sometimes
accurate. There are some accurate references to present and future
events; the latter is accomplished with the use of an immediate future
time reference, voy a ir en julio.

Occasionally, errors occur that prevent meaning being conveyed eg mi
novia le gustarés el sol and vamos a concudir a el playa en el coche.

12 marks

-~ sPlus
\ Examiner Tip

This question will always assess the ability to refer to both present and
future events.

The bullet points will require responses using mainly present tenses or
time frames and also a future tense or time frame.
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Question 3 (a)

QO03(a) required candidates to write a letter to a friend about school and education. They had to
address the four bullet points and produce between 80-90 words in Spanish.

This candidate has written 117 words in Spanish. All words written by the candidate are considered
and assessed even though the response is slightly longer than the recommended word count.

3 (a) Acabas de terminar tus Ultimos exdmenes en el instituto.

Escribe una carta a tu amiga Pilar sobre tu instituto y tu educacion.

Debes incluir los siguientes puntos:
P : ol
« lo que mas te gusta de tu instituto WNWNW
Iy . ,"..‘.-_'..- ACAk B =

Pr.  algo que hiciste en el instituto recientemente

© . tusopiniones de los exdmenes Wﬂw

f + loque harés en el futuro después de dejar el colegio. NNP‘M{
Escribe aproxhnaﬁamente 80-90 palabras en espaiiol.

AprendQ astgnoturas (20
L _Muchas . WS €N

Lnstn Pero mne. mota . SAEC
estudiar (05 lenguas Porque te Permde
Charlor CON Otoe Personas.Sin embag0
eL_fecreQ e mas diverttaQ Porq,ue

R Comers i Que gentad !
SUQI‘O

Lo Semana Basado -Puu CL motd.rt.d
COﬂTTIL»CLOl‘,'aQLd m's Dro#esonsas

dond@ Visttar muches momentos.

Cuituras Y. _hablar Con. (os/eRtEe
P@rt’:onasespaﬁot,es

OLbUfﬂdO\anﬁOr\n.LCOFﬂQdOm
Utuistmo, Pero  Por Otro ladQ una.
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-Futuro __________________________ e

..._.__q,u__ue._r..o .............. t.r.a,.b..ad...aﬂ ........ con (;.a..b .................... 05 ..................
...... extranjeros. 0. ayvdar las .
Personas  Sun techd con s

0. £l ano Proximo ,si tuviera
Mmucho dwero , E:atudlarra .............. en la
Un\/QI’SLdemas ............ ben.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response receives 12 marks for Communication and Content. The
candidate has written information relevant to all four bullet points.

An account of an activity such as a school trip is a perfectly acceptable
response to the second bullet point. The candidate has expanded the key
points and ideas. There is a variety of language used to express ideas and
opinions, with some examples of uncommon language eg me mola, te
permite, suelo comer, genial, ni... ni, me ayuda a aprender, si tuviera...
estudiaria ... The register and style are appropriate.

This response receives 8 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.
The candidate produces some frequently extended sentences, which are
linked using pero, porque, y, o, sin embargo.

The language is generally accurate and includes successful references to
past, present and future events. Occasionally, errors occur that hinder
clarity of communication eg donde visitar muchos momentos culturas y
hablar con..., estudiaria en la universidad mds bien.

20 marks
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This candidate has written 83 words in Spanish.

MO e e

es. Wm\ﬂ grm‘\me TAMNRIERN. %m(’esc:@ mmﬁ
IRAPELL. Ly EONRANELCO:. I, BVANEIEEt ST, e&m:tar
ma&hem&iccxa_gingaesxﬁe&mf\ﬁkﬁg%mg’m
i GUSEL & EMUiag. "mg\e,:; QOTQLLQ & m.L\j

#iawcs, mm_,} (:L ftcw S —
LNl oRINLON.. €£Cfmﬂh€3....,;€§ Mug Al
PDOCUL _es. . Mullan. AlFiCtL: R
foel i ek or)dc el cmegm mmu& @
oM Gonpikion es i krabalQe e enel
CANSEUCAED: o
X .DLro.. tcxmnen buen mrque 3. m?onfne_
0 AXWNCWE:
............. UL QLIRS Ok, c\e;ur Q. cm\egm?
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/\ Examiner Comments

This response receives 5 marks for Communication and Content. The
candidate has attempted to convey information relevant to three of the
four bullet points. The candidate has developed the occasional key points,
what they like about school and their opinion about exams.

The candidate expresses mainly straightforward thoughts and ideas using
some different examples of common, familiar language eg me gusta
mucho, es muy grande, me gusta estudiar ... porque es muy intresante y facil.
The register and style are appropriate.

This response receives 3 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.
The candidate produces some extended simple sentences, which are
linked with familiar straightforward conjunctions y, pero and porque.

The language is sometimes accurate with successful references to the
present tense but no reference to the past and a flawed future time
indicator.

There is some ambiguity and often errors occur that hinder clarity of
communication eg Mi instituto estudiar mathematicas ......y Francia, en el
futuro dejar el colegio porque es mi ambition tu trabajar en el instituto and
occasionally prevent meaning being conveyed eg Tambien profesores muy
helpful y fantastico, ... pero tambien buen porque es informe studiente.

8 marks

14  GCSE Spanish 1SPO0 4F




Question 3 (b)

QO03(b) required candidates to write responses to a survey on a website about television. They had
to address the four bullet points and produce between 80-90 words in Spanish.

This candidate has written 92 words in Spanish.

(b) Ves una encuesta sobre la television en una pagina web. Decides participar.
Escribe tus respuestas a las preguntas sobre la televisién.
Debes incluir los siguientes puntos:
+ los programas que prefieren los jovenes
+ lo que viste en la television el fin de semana pasado
+ tus opiniones sobre ver la televisién en Internet
« los programas de television que serdan populares en el futuro.

Escribe aproximadamente 80-90 palabras en espaiiol.
(20)

*

....... E V\m:.ﬁ?:,m@n;bﬂ,qc‘%lm,h);umug
/

...... r(tﬁm,n[Mf\ro;‘rmmmnmw.&emzdﬂnfgrﬂ%

Ll Clan,....... 4 (Y e afb:&mo{,:ﬁmml‘tfwa\a‘w‘g|

&Lwrorfwv Ss T N Msmlmf‘rufg(q%

\\j&LnrpiAO ‘ ......... N“ .............. pMMEMﬂ

F:ﬂ LAB,LMM MWJP vm(mm; Lealawal....
pAssd f

'r\w»;ﬂ Imkgmjf’;%ﬂ(fb%Uull’“kd{vr;:gﬂ

Gude o Lli\e u besdas ver! Loy ocearamas
&OI—JMJVHEnJLIEWLMgTWLQLTMfw

5ml—z<vwcin ‘ﬂ lﬁra (%MALLQL:WXF"”iM

&mbml’mh ..... el ;\"U“H @]?Mﬂk\{w'h ;xl“rmrg
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/\ Examiner Comments

This response receives 10 marks for Communication and Content. The
candidate has written information relevant to the four bullet points. The
candidate has expanded the key points and ideas.

There is a variety of mainly common, familiar language that is handled
well, overall. The lack of examples of more uncommon language keeps
this response on the bottom mark of the band. The register and style are
appropriate.

This response receives 6 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.
The candidate produces some extended sentences that are linked with
familiar straightforward conjunctions, y and porque.

The language is generally accurate and the references to past, present and
future events are mostly successful. There is occasional ambiguity eg el fin
de semana pasado veia ... pero no me gustaria porque fue muy aburrido and
sometimes errors occur that hinder clarity of communication eg crean que
so..., ho me gustaria, puedas ver.

The use of a wider variety of more complex structures might have
increased the mark.

16 marks
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This candidate has written 141 words in Spanish. All words written by the candidate are considered
and assessed, even though the response is slightly longer than the recommended word count.

(b) Ves una encuesta sobre la television en una pagina web. Decides participar.
Escribe tus respuestas a las preguntas sobre la television,

Debes incluir los siguientes puntos:
Children
« los programas que prefieren los jévenes
wWhat Yo% wekthed en Tv last weewend
lo que viste en la television el fin de semana pasado
0GB ok TV on thE inker gl
«  tus opiniones sobre ver la isién en Internet
Y erogrommes wil e PP in e fubuwe
los programas de televisién que seran populares en el futuro.

Escribe aproximadamente 80-90 palabras en espafiol.
Jé ven ‘ (20)
Q.. €0 I 208 quako  NeE. Lo

o Reca edetRo oo Espomae r SiAL embase.,...
feca J vev\e},"& m ‘
e SARONOS . IR OSSR VL. PelICUaS de
acciom:. Dicla. gue nNo es. oueno Porgue. ...

Mfmc'—biew%mw ....... R

MU omiag  edio \o
Los \f\dﬁoqwﬁc&os — o o

______________ ,Cm\-wshweo.fm&hWﬁ;mujf”%\dO
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........ ‘S&WU%&@\Léur\am‘owor\o%epmeda
........... vel . Lo televsion. e inkesnet <0 ha intemet.
Les.onedo. v Que. eenal T e

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response receives 11 marks for Communication and Content. The
candidate has written information relevant to all four bullet points. The
candidate has expanded the key points and ideas.

There is a variety of language with some examples of uncommon
language eg sin embargo, diria que, asombroso, gracioso, segun, que pena,
aburridisimos, puesto que, dado que. The register and style are appropriate.
The response only receives 11 marks due to the slight lack of clarity when
expressing the first bullet point.

This response receives 8 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.
Frequently, the candidate produces some extended sentences, which are
linked using a wide variety of connectives eg sin embargo, porque, y, puesto
que, por otro lado, ya que, dado que.

The language is generally accurate and includes successful references to
past, present and future events. Occasionally, errors occur that hinder
clarity of communication eg muchos jovenes gustan ver ..., ...porque accion
es peligroso.

19 marks
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Question 4
The translation from English into Spanish was based on the topic of the environment.

4 Traduce las frases siguientes al espafiol.
(a) The planet is important.

. (2)
\QQ\ODP)QQ% .......... OO AV SN
(b) Theream alot of problems. |
(2)
(2)
(3)

(e) Yesterday, | had a shower because it uses less water.
(3)

er,M0_ducne Qogue  USa. MeNoS

.3. -
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/\ Examiner Comments

Q04(a)

This response receives the maximum 2 marks available. Despite the use of
the incorrect gender, la planeta, the message is considered to be fully
communicated, with occasional errors that do not hinder clarity.

Q4(b)

This response receives the maximum 2 marks available. Despite the use of
the incorrect agreement with muchas, the message is considered to be
fully communicated, with occasional errors that do not hinder clarity.

Q04(c)

This response receives the maximum 2 marks available. The message was
fully communicated without any errors.

Q04(d)

This response receives the maximum 3 marks available. Despite the use of
the incorrect gender, la agua, the message is considered to be fully
communicated, with occasional errors that do not hinder clarity.

Q04(e)

This response receives the maximum 3 marks available. The message was
fully communicated without any errors.

12 marks
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4 Traduce las frases siguientes al espaiiol.

(a) The planet is important.
(2)

..........................................................

(b) There are a lot of problems.

.................. l'bﬂuu%opmbmcm

(c) I ride a bicycle and recycle the rubbish.

(3)
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Q04(a)

This response receives the maximum 2 marks available. Despite the use of
the incorrect gender, la planeta, the message is considered to be fully
communicated, with occasional errors that do not hinder clarity.

Q04(b)

This response receives the maximum 2 marks available. Despite the use of
the incorrect agreement with mucho, the message is considered to be fully
communicated, with occasional errors that do not hinder clarity.

Q04(c)

This response receives 1 of the 2 marks available. One of the key words,
basura, is communicated. The meaning of the message is partially
communicated, with errors that hinder clarity or prevent the meaning
being conveyed.

Q04(d)
This response receives 2 of the 3 marks available. Due to the lack of a

conjugated verb with ahorrar, the meaning of the sentence is partially
communicated.

Linguistic structures and vocabulary are mostly accurate, with some errors
that hinder clarity or prevent meaning being conveyed.

Q04(e)
This response receives 1 of the 3 marks available. Some words are
communicated correctly, ayer, ducha, porque and agua, but the overall

meaning of the sentence is not communicated.

8 marks

\ Examiner Tip
Marks are available for partial communication of the messages.

Writing down words that are known, even if the complete message is not
known, may attract some credit.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
* Read every question on the exam paper before you begin to write your answers

* Look very carefully at the whole question, including the rubric, to make sure that you understand
fully what you are being asked to do

Look for key words in the bullet points because these will help you to answer each of the bullet
points correctly

Use vocabulary and language structures that you have learned, which are related to the topic you
are writing about

Answer each of the bullet points in order, using a new paragraph for each one

* Leave enough time to check your work carefully at the end of the exam

GCSE Spanish 1SP0 4F
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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