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Introduction
This is the first year of the new specification. Previously this component was assessed via

Controlled Assessment and now the new specification is assessed by an examination at the end of

the course of study.

Questions are set in common contexts, addressing a range of relevant contemporary and cultural

themes. They are organised into five themes, each broken down into topics and sub-topics. The five

themes are: Identity and culture, Local area, holiday and travel, School, Future aspirations, study

and work and International and global dimension.

Each question is set in a context drawn from the themes and topics. The assessment tasks feature

general content that is familiar and accessible to all students. Students are required to produce

responses of varying lengths and types to express facts, ideas and opinions in Spanish. The length

of each response required and complexity of language increases across the paper. Recommended

word counts are specified for each question. Students will not be penalised for writing more or

fewer words than recommended in the word count or for going beyond the mandatory bullet

points. All questions are marked against the assessment criteria as published in the current

specification. The instructions to students are all in Spanish. The use of dictionaries is not

permitted.

The assessment time for paper 4H is 1 hour and 20 minutes in length and it carries 60 marks. The

paper consists of two questions and one translation from English into Spanish. Students must

answer all questions.

Question 1 has two options from which students have to select one. This question assesses

students on their ability to convey information, narrate, express opinions, interest, and convince

the reader about a certain point. Students should use the informal register. This question is

common to the Foundation tier.

Question 2 has two options from which students have to select one. This question assesses

students on their ability to convey information, narrate, express and justify ideas and opinions, and

interest or convince the reader. Students must use the formal register.

Question 3 is the translation question. Students are required to translate a short paragraph from

English into Spanish. The individual sentences are ordered by increasing level of difficulty.
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Question 1 (a) 

Q1(a) required students to write an email to a friend about different aspects of the environment.

They had to address the 4 bullet points and produce between 80-90 words in Spanish.
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This student has written 156 words in Spanish. All words written by the

student are considered and assessed even though the response is longer

than the recommended word count.

This response scores 12 marks for Communication and Content. The student

has written information relevant to all 4 bullet points. The student has

expanded the key points and ideas. There is a variety of language with some

examples of creative, uncommon language eg sumamente, desenchufamos,

aparatos electricos, tan, tengo ganas de. The register and style are appropriate.

This response scores 8 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. The

student produces frequently extended sentences which are well linked

together using porque, ya que and puesto que. The language is generally

accurate and includes successful references to past, present and future

events.

Total mark for this response 20/20.
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This student has written 166 words in Spanish. All words written by the

student are considered and assessed even though the response is longer

than the recommended word count.

This response scores 9 marks for Communication and Content. This is the

maximum mark for Communication and Content which can be awarded to

this response. The student has written information relevant to 3 of the 4

bullet points. The 3

rd

 bullet point about what the student did recently to help

the environment is not clearly conveyed (helping an animal in the street). The

student has expanded the key points and ideas. There is a variety of language

with some examples of creative, uncommon language eg luces y grifos,

malgastamos, si tuviera ….compraria/me gustaria. The register and style are

appropriate.

This response scores 8 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. The

student produces frequently extended sentences which are well linked

together using porque, y and porque. The language is generally accurate and

includes successful references to past, present and future events.

Total mark for this response 17/20.
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Question 1 (b) 

Q1(b) required students to write a reply to a friend about shopping email to a friend about

shopping. They had to address the 4 bullet points and produce between 80-90 words in Spanish.
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This student has written 111 words in Spanish. All words written by the

student are considered and assessed even though the response is slightly

longer than the recommended word count.

This response scores 12 marks for Communication and Content. The student

has written information relevant to all 4 bullet points. The student has

expanded the key points and ideas. There is a variety of language with some

examples of creative, uncommon language eg cadenas, Segundo mano, los

demás, hacer cola. The register and style are appropriate.

This response scores 8 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. The

student produces frequently extended sentences which are well linked

together using porque, y and así que. The language is generally accurate and

includes successful references to past, present and future events.

Occasionally errors occur that hinder clarity of communication eg no compro

nada, porque irá mi cumpleaño.

Total score for this response 20/20.
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This student has written 216 words in Spanish, which is well beyond the

recommended word count. All words written by the student are considered

and assessed.

This response scores 9 marks for Communication and Content. A mark

awarded at the top of a mark band recognises that the response has some

elements which are common to the descriptors of the band above. The

student has written information relevant to all 4 bullet points. The language is

mostly effective but there is sometimes a lack of clarity eg in bullet point 3 

siempre he tuve el miedo que la red tomararé mi dinero. The student has

developed the key points and ideas. There is a variety of language with some

examples of creative, uncommon language eg genial, de vez en cuando, por

supuesto, estrecha, sin duda. The register and style are appropriate.

This response scores 6 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. The

student produces extended sentences which are well linked together using eg

porque, pero, por eso. The language is frequently accurate and includes

mostly successful references to past, present and future events. There is

occasional ambiguity and sometimes errors occur that hinder clarity of

communication eg la semana pasada vu……, creo que más mejor a comprar en

persón ….. es tome más tiempo, .... y vale pero no he la oportunidad a comprar

cosas con solamente dos días, pienso que se debes va.

Total score for this response 15/20.
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Question 2 (a) 

Q2(a) required students to write an article about a play that they had taken part in at their school.

They had to address the 4 bullet points and students had to justify their ideas and opinions. They

had to produce between 130-150 words in Spanish.
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This student has written 214 words in Spanish. All words written by the

student are considered and assessed even though the response is longer

than the recommended word count.

This response scores 16 marks for Communication and Content. The student

has written detailed information relevant to all 4 bullet points. The student

has effectively developed their points and ideas. They have adapted the

language they have used to narrate, inform, interest and convince the reader

of their ideas and points of view. There is a wide variety of vocabulary and

expression with many examples of uncommon language eg nunca he hecho,

lo recomendaría, me enseñó, aumentó mi confianza, si pudiera….me gustaría, de

sol a sol, de hecho. The register and style are appropriate.

This response scores 12 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. The

response is fluent with extended, well linked sentences using a variety of

structures eg aunque, dado que, por eso, así que, ya que, también. The student

produces some frequently extended sentences which are linked mostly using

porque. The language is consistently accurate and includes consistently

successful references to past, present and future events. Any errors do not

hinder the clarity of the communication.

Total mark for this response 28/28.
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This student has written 135 words in Spanish which is within the

recommended word count.

This response scores 9 marks for Communication and Content. The student

has written detailed information relevant to all 4 bullet points. The student

has mostly effectively developed their points and ideas. The first point about

why the student wanted to take part in the play isn’t completely clear but we

can infer that what is written is why they wanted to take part themselves.

Other bullet points also have some lapses in communication. The register

and style are mostly appropriate. The lowest of the four marks available in

the mark band is selected as the response is deemed to be closer to the

descriptor in the band below rather than the band above.

This response scores 6 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. There is

some variety of grammatical structures including some repetitive instances of

complex language eg se permite. Other structures and items of vocabulary

are also repeated. There are some prolonged sequences of writing with some

extended linked sentences, mostly using porque. The language is generally

accurate with successful references to past, present and future events. Errors

occur that occasionally hinder the clarity of the communication eg porque de

los actores, aprendé, los otros actores se permite estar feliz, and.

Total mark for this response 15/28.
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Question 2 (b) 

Q2(b) required students to write an application to take part in a competition on television. They had

to address the 4 bullet points and students had to justify their ideas and opinions. They had to

produce between 130-150 words in Spanish.
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This student has written 262 words in Spanish. All words written by the

student are considered and assessed even though the response is

considerably longer than the recommended word count.

This response scores 12 marks for Communication and Content. The student

has written detailed information relevant to all 4 bullet points. The student

has mostly effectively developed their points and ideas. They have adapted

the language they have used to narrate, inform, interest and convince the

reader of their ideas and points of view quite well. There is a good variety of

vocabulary and expression with frequent examples of uncommon language

eg habilidades, es importante que vaya, lo encontré, deslumbrante, si

tuvieramos….The register and style are appropriate.

This response scores 9 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. The

response is predominantly fluent with extended, well linked sentences using

a variety of structures eg ademas, porque, pero, sin embargo, así que.The

language is mostly accurate and includes mostly successful references to

past, present and future events. Errors occur but they rarely hinder the clarity

of the communication eg nos dormitorio no hay ni..ni, ha hecho, sabemos

mucho sobre los.

Total mark for this response 21/28.
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This student has written 349 words in Spanish. All words written by the

student are considered and assessed even though the response is

considerably longer than the recommended word count.

This response scores 16 marks for Communication and Content. The student

has written detailed information relevant to all 4 bullet points. The student

has effectively developed their points and ideas. They have adapted the

language they have used to narrate, inform, interest and convince the reader

of their ideas and points of view. There is an extremely wide variety of

vocabulary and expression with many examples of uncommon language eg 

disfrazamos, pensándolo, molesto, brujas, hasta, se debe elegirnos. There is a

clear awareness of the need for writing in the formal register but the

incorrect use of usted sometimes interferes with communication. However so

as not to over penalise this student’s response, this is something that will be

considered when awarding the mark for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.

This response scores 11 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuray. The

response is fluent with extended, well linked sentences using a wide variety

of structures eg entonces, pero, ya que, no obstante, por lo tanto, dado que.The

overall impression of the response is a use of consistently accurate language,

including consistently successful references to past, present and future

events. There are some errors which do not generally hinder the clarity of the

communication. The errors must be balanced against the rich, wide ranging

vocabulary and structures that the student uses in this response. The

descriptors in this mark band address both elements and both must be

considered when coming to a decision about the mark to be awarded.

Total mark for this response 27/28.
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Question 3 

Q3 required students to translate a short passage of 4 sentences from English into Spanish. The

passage was based around the topic of work.

The meaning of the passage is mostly communicated, occasional words are

omitted or incorrectly communicated eg jouranalo, será bueno and the

reference to training is omitted. The student has used mostly accurate

language and structures. Errors occur that occasionally hinder clarity and in

rare instances prevent the meaning being conveyed.
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The meaning of the passage is fully communicated. The student has used

consistently accurate language and structures. Any errors are minor and do

not hinder the clarity of the communication.
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The meaning of the passage is partially communicated, some words and

phrases are omitted or incorrectly communicated eg a pregunto las

respuestas, journalista, yo haré hacer un concurso de trainado, este es bueno en

el fin. The student has used accurate language and structures in some

phrases and sentences, but some errors prevent meaning being conveyed.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Read every question on the exam paper before you begin to write your answers.

Look very carefully at the whole question, including the rubric, to make sure that you fully

understand what you are being asked to do.

Look for key words in the bullet points as these will help you to answer each of the bullet points

correctly.

Use vocabulary and language structures that you have learned which are related to the topic you

are writing about.

Answer each of the bullet points in order using a new paragraph for each one.

Leave enough time to check your work carefully at the end of the exam.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

GCSE Spanish 1SP0 4H     29

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx


Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828

with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org



