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Introduction
2018 was the first examination for the new GCSE Spanish specification. Previously this component

was assessed via Controlled Assessment and is now assessed by an examination at the end of the

course of study.

Questions are set in common contexts, addressing a range of relevant contemporary and cultural

themes. They are organised into five themes, each broken down into topics and sub-topics. The five

themes are: Identity and culture, Local area, Holiday and travel, School, future aspirations, study

and work and International and global dimension.

The assessment tasks feature general content that is familiar and accessible to all candidates.

Candidates are required to produce responses of varying lengths and types to express facts, ideas

and opinions in Spanish. The length of each response required and complexity of language

increases across the paper. Recommended word counts are specified for each question.

Candidates will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than recommended in the word

count or for going beyond the mandatory bullet points. All questions are marked against the

assessment criteria as published in the current specification. The instructions to students are all in

Spanish. The use of dictionaries is not permitted.

The examination for paper Q4(F) is 1 hour and 10 minutes in length and it carries 60 marks. The

paper consists of three open response questions and one translation from English into Spanish.

Candidates are required to answer all questions.

Q1 assesses candidates on their ability to write to describe and to express opinions.

Q2 assesses candidates on their ability to note down key points and convey information.

Candidates must use the formal register.

Q3 has two options from which candidates have to select one. This question assesses candidates

on their ability to convey information, narrate, express opinions, interest, and convince the reader

about a certain point. Candidates must use the informal register. This question is common to the

Higher tier.

Q4 is the translation question. Candidates are required to translate five sentences from English to

Spanish. The sentences are ordered by increasing level of difficulty.
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Question 1 

Q1 required candidates to describe the photograph and to give an opinion about reading.

Candidates were asked to write 30-40 words in Spanish.
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This candidate has written 35 words in Spanish. All

words written by the candidate are considered and

assessed even though the response is longer than

the recommended word count.

This response scores the maximum 6 marks

available for Communication and Content. The

candidate has written information relevant to the

photograph in their description and has included

occasional extra details. The language used has

enabled the candidate to give a short description,

provide simple information and opinion with some

success. The candidate uses a small selection of

common, familiar vocabulary with no repetition.

This response scores the maximum mark of 6 for

Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. The candidate

produces simple sentences with some linking,

using y and porque. There is accurate application of

a small selection of straightforward grammatical

structures and the candidate refers successfully to

present events as appropriate to the task e.g hay

una chica, tiene pelo marron, hace sol, no me gusta,

es muy aburrido. Occasionally errors occur that

hinder clarity such as the use of the infinitive form

of the verbs beber, leer and llevar.

Total for this response: 12 marks.
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This candidate has written 28 words in Spanish.

This response scores the 3 marks for

Communication and Content. The candidate has

written some relevant information in their

description and has included minimal extra detail.

The language used has enabled the student to give

a short description and provide simple information

with variable success. An opinion about reading is

not expressed. The candidate uses a small

selection of common, familiar vocabulary.

This response scores a mark of 3 for Linguistic

Knowledge and Accuracy. The candidate produces

simple, short sentences with little linking, using y. 

There is inconsistently accurate application of a

small selection of straightforward grammatical

structures and the candidate sometimes refers

successfully to present events as appropriate to

the task e.g hay nina, es negro y blanco y muy

abburrido. Often errors occur that hinder clarity of

communication e.g leer, bebo le cafe and

occasionally prevent meaning eg El ninas pelo es no

court y no rebio.

The lower of the two marks available in the mark

band is selected as the response is deemed to be

closer to the descriptor in the band below rather

than the band above.

Total for this response: 6 marks.
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Question 2 

Q2 required candidates to write an email to some teachers accompanying a future exchange.

Candidates had to include in their response the information given in the 4 bullet points. The bullet

points appear in the formal register and candidates are expected to respond in the same register.
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This candidate has written 58 words in Spanish. All

words written by the candidate are considered and

assessed even though the response is slightly

longer than the recommended word count.

This response scores the maximum 8 marks

available for Communication and Content. The

candidate has written information relevant to the

bullet points and has added some development.

The language used has enabled the candidate to

present simple facts, information and to note

down key points using simple ideas using

common, familiar vocabulary and language

structures. The language used is independently

selected and does not overly rely on the language

of the stimulus material to convey ideas.

This response scores the maximum mark of 8 for

Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. The candidate

produces simple sentences which are linked, using 

y, porque and pero. Straightforward grammatical

structures are used which are accurate. There are

accurate references to both present and future

events.

Total for this response: 16 marks.
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This candidate has written 90 words in Spanish. All

words written by the candidate are considered and

assessed even though the response is longer than

the recommended word count.

This response scores 6 marks for Communication

and Content. The candidate has written

information relevant to three of the four bullet

points (lo que hace durante el recreo is not

communicated) and has added some

development. The language used has enabled the

candidate to present simple facts, information and

to note down key points using simple ideas using

common, familiar vocabulary and language

structures with some success. Clarity of

communication is occasionally an issue e.g when

describing the jacket worn as part of the uniform

and the clothes to wear during the art class. The

language used is independently selected and does

not overly rely on the language of the stimulus

material to convey ideas. The upper of the two

marks available in the mark band is selected as the

response is deemed to be closer to the descriptor

in the band above rather than the band below.

This response scores a mark of 5 for Linguistic

Knowledge and Accuracy. The candidate produces

simple sentences which are linked, using y,

porque and pero. Straightforward grammatical

structures are used which are sometimes accurate.

There are some accurate references to present

and future events, the latter is accomplished with

the use of a future time reference and the present

tense which is acceptable. Occasionally errors

occur which prevent meaning being conveyed

e.g lo mejor de gente comer antes van fuera and así

no llevar nunca ropa especial porque sí pintamos

sería bastante.

Total for this response: 11 marks.
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Question 3 (a) 
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This candidate has written 116 words in Spanish.

All words written by the candidate are considered

and assessed even though the response is slightly

longer than the recommended word count.

This response scores 9 marks for Communication

and Content. The candidate has written

information relevant to 3 of the 4 bullet points. The

candidate has developed some key points and

ideas. Marks in the top band can only be awarded

if all 4 of the compulsory bullet points are covered.

There is a variety of mainly common, familiar

language with the occasional example of

uncommon language e.g vidrio, en vez de, se debe,

bañarse. The register and style are appropriate.

This response scores 6 marks for Linguistic

Knowledge and Accuracy. The candidate produces

some extended sentences simple sentences which

are linked with familiar straightforward

conjunctions, mostly porque. The language is

frequently accurate and the references to present

and future events are mostly successful. There is

no reference to a past event. There is occasional

ambiguity and sometimes errors occur that that

hinder clarity of communication eg use of the

infinitive ducharse and voy a empiezan, voy a

terminan.

Total for this response: 15 marks.
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This candidate has written 86 words in Spanish.

This response scores 12 marks for Communication

and Content. The candidate has written

information relevant to all 4 bullet points. The

candidate has expanded the key points and ideas.

There is a variety of language with some examples

of uncommon language e.g apagamos, ahorramos,

productos verdes, inolvidable, malgastar, genial. The

register and style are appropriate.

This response scores 7 marks for Linguistic

Knowledge and Accuracy. The candidate produces

some frequently extended sentences which are

linked mostly using porque. The language is

generally accurate and includes successful

references to past, present and future events.

Occasionally errors occur that that hinder clarity of

communication e.g puedo reducir contaminado,

puedemos ahorrar los animales en peligroso. 

Total for this response: 19 marks.
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Question 3 (b) 

Q3(b) required candidates to write an email to a friend about shopping. They had to address the 4

bullet points and produce between 80-90 words in Spanish.
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This candidate has written 89 words in Spanish.

This response scores 6 marks for Communication

and Content. The candidate has written

information relevant to all 3 of the 4 bullet points.

The 4th bullet point about where the candidate will

go shopping in the future and why is not clearly

conveyed. The candidate has developed the some

key points and ideas but these sometimes lack

clarity. There are some different examples of

common, familiar language. The register and style

are appropriate.

This response scores 5 marks for Linguistic

Knowledge and Accuracy. The candidate produces

some extended sentences which are linked e.g 

porque and y. The language is frequently accurate

and includes mostly successful references to past

and present events. The reference to future events

is not successful. Sometimes errors occur that that

hinder clarity of communication e.g es facil que

compras en supermercado, en el futuro comprasé.

Total for this response: 11 marks.
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This candidate has written 123 words in Spanish.

All words written by the candidate are considered

and assessed even though the response is slightly

longer than the recommended word count.

This response scores 11 marks for Communication

and Content. The candidate has written

information relevant to all 4 bullet points. The

candidate has expanded the key points and ideas.

There is a variety of language with some examples

of uncommon language e.g regalos, conducir, ojala,

si fuera rica, genial. The register and style are

appropriate.

This response scores 7 marks for Linguistic

Knowledge and Accuracy. The candidate produces

some frequently extended sentences which are

well linked e.g porque, tambien, pues, a veces. The

language is generally accurate and includes

successful references to past, present and future

events. Occasionally errors occur that that hinder

clarity of communication e.g iría compra, a veces

hacer mucho...,

Total for this response: 18 marks.
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Question 4 (a) 

Q4(a) is the first part of the translation. Candidates were required to translate "I am a waiter" into

Spanish.

This response scored the maximum 2 marks

available. Despite the use of the incorrect

agreement, the message is considered to be fully

communicated with occasional errors that do not

hinder clarity.

This response scored 1 of the 2 available marks.

The meaning is partially communicated with errors

that prevent the full meaning being conveyed. The

mark is awarded for the correct verb.
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This response scored the maximum 2 marks

available. Despite the use of estoy rather than

soy and the use of the feminine noun, the message

is considered to be fully communicated with

occasional errors that do not hinder clarity.
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Question 4 (b) 

Q4(b) is the second part of the translation. Candidates were required to translate "I work in a

restaurant" into Spanish.

The message is fully and clearly communicated. 2

marks are awarded.

This response scored 1 of the 2 available marks.

The use of the incorrect person of the verb means

that the message is partially communicated with

errors that hinder clarity or prevent meaning being

conveyed.
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Question 4 (c) 

Q4(c) is the third part of the translation. Candidates were required to translate "I like the food

because it is healthy" into Spanish.

This response scored the 2 available marks.

Despite lapses with agreements, the meaning is

fully communicated with occasional errors that do

not hinder clarity.

This response scored 1 of the 2 available marks.

The first part of the response communicates well

but the second part the food being healthy does

not. The meaning is partially communicated with

errors that hinder clarity or prevent meaning being

conveyed.
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Question 4 (d) 

Q4(d) is the fourth part of the translation. Candidates were required to translate "Last weekend I

worked on Saturday morning" into Spanish.

This response scored the maximum 3 marks

available. The meaning of the sentence is fully

communicated. Linguistic structures and

vocabulary are accurate with only occasional

errors that do not hinder clarity such as the gender

of fin de semana and the word order of mañana de

sabado.

This response scored 2 of the available 3 marks. A

common error on this part of question 4 was the

omission of the notion of the weekend with many

candidates writing last week instead of last

weekend. The meaning of this sentence is partially

communicated.
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Question 4 (e) 

Q4(e) is the final part of the translation. Candidates were required to translate "I save the money

that I earn because I want to buy a new mobile phone" into Spanish.

This response scored the maximum 3 marks

available. The meaning of the sentence is fully

communicated. Linguistic structures and

vocabulary are accurate with only occasional

errors that do not hinder clarity such as the

spelling of porque and nuevo.

This response scored 2 of the 3 available marks.

The initial verb in the sentence is not known which

renders this response partially communicated. The

error hinders the clarity of the communication.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Read every question on the exam paper before you begin to write your answers.

Look very carefully at the whole question, including the rubric, to make sure that you fully

understand what you are being asked to do.

Look for key words in the bullet points as these will help you to answer each of the bullet points

correctly.

Use vocabulary and language structures that you have learned which are related to the topic you

are writing about.

Answer each of the bullet points in order using a new paragraph for each one.

Leave enough time to check your work carefully at the end of the exam.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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