
  

 

Copyright © 2013 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 
AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

  

 

Spanish writing 
Exemplar student marked work 

 

At AQA, we provide Modern Foreign 
Language teachers with the support you 
need.  
 
In addition to the material in this document, 
you can access via e-AQA Secure Key 
Materials (SKM) videos of a senior examiner 
speaking in detail about the work of students 
and about how to apply the Writing marking 
criteria in general. These videos are loaded in 
SKM under the title: New Teacher Support 
Videos for Unit 4: Writing 
 
There are further examples of student 
marked work on our website on the Past 
papers and mark schemes page.  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/spanish/gcse/spanish-4695/past-papers-and-mark-schemes
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/spanish/gcse/spanish-4695/past-papers-and-mark-schemes


GCSE Spanish Writing autumn 2013 

Exemplar student marked work 

Contents 
 
 Page 
Student 1 3 
Candidate Record Form 4 
Student’s Work 5-6 
Commentary 7 
Student 1  
Student’s Work 8-9 
Commentary 10 
  
Student 2 11 
Candidate Record Form 12 
Task 1 13 
Student’s Work 14 
Commentary 15 
Student 2  
Task 2 16 
Student’s Work 17 
Commentary 18 
  
Student 3 19 
Task Planning Form (Task 1) 20-21 
Student’s Work 22-24 
Commentary 25 
Student 3  
Task Planning Form (Task 2) 26-27 
Student’s Work 28-30 
Commentary 31 
  
Student 4 32 
Candidate Record Form 33 
Student’s Work 34-35 
Commentary 36 
Student 4  
Student’s Work 37-38 
Commentary 39 
 



Student 1

3



4



5



6



Student 1 Task 1 
Holidays 
Task Planning Form – not submitted 

Content 

The response is fully relevant to the title. It provides a lot of information but the question must be 
asked - does it reach top band? The response is detailed, albeit with some listing of nouns, and 
there are frequent examples of well expressed points of view, usually with sound explanation. 
Clarity is occasionally lost, however (hemos sido tres veces / hay un monton de actividades que te 
aburres / tendria por viajar un avion) and the final paragraph is only begun with Cuando puedo 
elegir: it is not clear how this fits into the response. As such, it does not quite reach top band.  
12 marks 
 
Range of Language 

We first consult the eqivalent band and we find strong evidence to support a good range of 
vocabulary, even with some listing of straightforward nouns (family members in paragraph 2; hay + 
a list of places in paragraphs 3 and 6) and the repeated use of un monton de. The variety of 
structures is ‘good’ rather than anything better. More complex sentences are sometimes used and 
these are mostly successful, though not always – eg prefiero que mis vacaciones tienen calor. 
Verb tenses (present, preterite, imperfect, conditional, immediate future) are used successfully. 
This is a strong performance in the appropriate band. 
8 marks 
 
Accuracy 

Errors are mainly confined to more complex sentences but verb and tense formations are ‘usually 
correct’ (4) rather than ‘secure’ (5) – eg fue for fui and hemos sido for hemos ido.  
4 marks 
 
 
Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 12 

Range of language 8 

Accuracy 4 

Total 24 
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Student 1 Task 2 
My life 
Task Planning Form – not submitted 

Content 

With this title there is little that could be considered irrelevant. The response conveys a lot of 
information clearly but clarity is just occasionally lost, in spite of the straightforward nature of the 
information (mi el pelo / me suele salir correr / como mi té). There is some development but there 
is a lot of repetition with similar information provided about the student, all five family members and 
her best friend. The expression of points of view does not demonstrate a ‘sound ability’ (mi interesa 
and frequent gerunds after both this structure and gustar) and, while opinions are often provided, 
quite a lot remain unexplained. The response fits neatly into the Good band. 
11 marks 
 
Range of Language 

Given the fairly straightforward nature of the response, we may not at first think that the equivalent 
band is appropriate under Range of Language. There is, however, quite a good range of 
vocabulary and structures (me llevo muy bien con / ambos tenemos ciertas cosas en comun / sin 
embargo / ademas / de vez en cuando / me veo como una persona simpatico / cuando me da la 
gana). More complex sentences are not frequent, however, and so the lower of the two marks is 
awarded. 
7 marks 
 
Accuracy 

There are some errors with verb formations (gerunds after opinions, tengo for tiene in paragraph 3, 
me salgo, me estudio) but the response is generally accurate.  
4 marks 
 

Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 11 

Range of language 7 

Accuracy 4 

Total 22 

 
Total for both tasks: 46 marks 
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Student 2 Task 1 
My life as an immigrant 
Task Planning Form – not submitted 

Content 

The student conveys very little that is relevant to the task. There is no real structure. Allowing for 
confusion between ser and estar, we gain some impression that life in England is horrible; he is in 
debt; he is in a third floor flat in Barcelona; he is a gardener; his life is good(?). Other attempts to 
convey information fail, sometimes due to poor usage of verbs (tan lo cambiado a España / lo 
poder empezar un nuevo vida) sometimes because of the inclusion of English words (mi camino a 
España was por barco / i disfrutar it). While it would be unfair to say that the response shows no 
relevance to the task set, it only conveys enough to merit the lowest of the three marks in the Poor 
band. 
1 mark 
 
Range of Language 

Having awarded a mark of 1 for Content, under Range of Language we are obliged to award at 
least 1 mark (and up to 4) according to the table on page 4 of the Notes for Examiners (see also 
the bullet points and the table at the end of the Assessment Criteria). There is nothing in the 
student’s response to tempt us to consider any higher than 1 mark. 
 
Accuracy 

Again, we are obliged to award at least 1 mark (and up to 2) under Accuracy. There is limited 
understanding of the most basic structures and communication is regularly impeded.  
1 mark 
 
 

Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 1 

Range of language 1 

Accuracy 1 

Total 3 
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Student 2 Task 2 
A healthy lifestyle 
Task Planning Form – not submitted 

Content 

Again, we quickly ascertain that this is a very limited response with little relevant information 
conveyed. We get some idea that he has a good diet; fruit is delicious; fish is good and tasty; his 
favourite flavour is orange; smoking is awful and alcohol is bad and perhaps that lots of people 
drink alcohol, especially beer. While the inclusion of soy or me in front of infinitives may give some 
impression of a first person, this does not succeed in conveying further information. The response 
fits neatly into the Poor band. 
2 marks 
 
Range of Language 

There is very little understanding of language structure and, while sports and food items may be 
appropriate to the task, they are often presented in a way that renders them incomprehensible (mi 
actividiads be criquet / en el manana soy tener cereals). 
1 mark  
 
Accuracy 

Frequent errors regularly impede communication and, after me llamo James, es is the only 
accurate verb form.  
1 mark 
 
 

Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 2 

Range of language 1 

Accuracy 1 

Total 4 

 
Total for both tasks: 7 marks 
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Student 3 Task 1 
An article about where I live / home life 
Task Planning Form – Nothing to affect assessment 

Content 

It is sometimes the case that different task titles are presented in different places: on the TPF and 
the Candidate Record Form, the title is ‘an article about where I live’, on the student’s response 
sheet, it is ‘Home life’. In such circumstances, we take as the title that which applies most 
favourably to the student’s response – in this case, ‘an article about where I live.’ The student 
provides a detailed response and almost all information is developed, albeit sometimes with lists of 
nouns. The response is fully relevant. The structure is well organised. There are a number of 
opinions expressed and these are usually explained, though not always in great detail. Almost all 
information is conveyed clearly – mi casa ideal sería por el mar and el jardín habría cambios un 
montón de flores being less so. As such, the response matches the top band criteria exactly, as 
opposed to ‘comfortably fulfils all of the criteria and may even go beyond them’ (15 marks) – Notes 
for Examiners, page 8.  
14 marks 
 
Range of Language 

We first consult the equivalent, top band. A variety of tenses (i.e. 2 or more) is used successfully – 
present, imperfect, preterite, conditional, future and subjunctive. There are examples of successful 
use of more complex sentences (mi casa fue construida hace ciento años / vivo allí desde hace 
cinco años / lo bueno/malo es que …). Some of the response, however, uses very straightforward 
sentence structure (eg paragraph 2). For top band, we would also expect to see less listing of 
nouns (places in a town, paragraph 4) and less repetition of vocabulary (rooms in paragraphs 1 
and 3; furniture in paragraphs 2 and 3). Nevertheless, there is sufficient evidence to award the 
higher of the two marks in the 7-8 band.  
8 marks 
 
Accuracy 

Given the Content band, we again consult the top band first. While the response is largely accurate 
when more straightforward structures are used, errors do occur in more complex sentences and 
verbs and tense formations are ‘usually correct’ rather than ‘secure’.  
4 marks 
 
 

Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 14 

Range of language 8 

Accuracy 4 

Total 26 
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Student 3 Task 2 
An article about my school and education 
Task Planning Form – ofrecen, as a conjugated verb, will be ignored in any sentence/clause in 
which it appears. 

Content 

The response is fully relevant: the title allows for both a description of school/life at school, as well 
as education in general, hence the final paragraph on future educational plans. It has a very well 
organised structure. The response is detailed; almost all information is developed, sometimes 
allowing the student to employ other tenses (mientras en el pasado había una piscina). Opinions 
are frequently expressed and invariably explained. The student almost always conveys information 
clearly, though it is lost occasionally, eg - lo que más mi instituto es los clubs. This response fulfils 
the top band criteria neatly.  
14 marks 
 
Range of Language 

While it is true that some of the vocabulary and structures are straightforward, repetition and listing 
is generally avoided and there are examples of more sophisticated vocabulary and structures (los 
servicios son espantosos / los examenes de bachillerato / se me dan bien las ciencias / para + 
infinitive / saber + infinitive / se podría + infinitive / cuando termine mis estudios… These more 
complex structures are handled with confidence and verb tenses (present, imperfect, preterite, 
conditional and subjunctive) are all used successfully.  
9 marks 
 
Accuracy 

The response is largely accurate. There are few errors, even in attempts at more complex 
sentences. If we accept that buscar is dependent upon the me gustaría of the previous sentence, 
there are no verbal errors in the entire piece.  
5 marks 
 

Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 14 

Range of language 9 

Accuracy 5 

Total 28 

 
 
Total for both tasks: 54 marks 
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Student 4 Task 1 
Holidays e-mail 
Task Planning Form – not submitted 

Content 

This is another case when different titles appear in different places; the Candidate Record Form 
title is ‘holidays e-mail’. As such, all information is relevant. There is a general lack of clarity in the 
first paragraph with two different holidays mentioned, with fue used for fui, fue used for fueron and 
a perezado family, but information is conveyed more clearly elsewhere. Opinions are frequent and 
they are sometimes explained – in fact, opinions take up a lot of the response. There is evidence of 
some ideas being developed, particularly in paragraph 4. We are clearly considering the Sufficient 
band and, with quite a lot of information clearly communicated, the piece fits the band neatly.  
8 marks 
 
Range of Language 

We first consult the 5-6 band. The student generally uses basic vocabulary and structures and 
there is some repetition (Notes for Examiners, page 9). We can just about justify ‘some variety’ 
when we consider weather expressions, finalmente, tambien, en mi opinion and me gustaría + 
infinitive. While sentences tend to be short, there are some attempts at longer sentences using  y, 
con and porque and these are sometimes successful (paragraph 4). It is clearly not a strong 
performance in this band and so 5 marks are awarded. 
 
Accuracy 

Again, we find ourselves considering two possible bands: 3 marks or 2 marks. Errors are frequent 
but, after the first paragraph, they rarely ‘impede communication’. And it would be a little too harsh 
to say that verb forms are ‘rarely accurate’. They are sometimes unsuccessful but the intended 
meaning is generally clear. Even if ‘more accurate than inaccurate’ may be a little generous, the 
rest of the criteria apply and if ever we find ourselves genuinely between two possible marks, we 
should err on the side of the student.  
3 marks 
 
 
Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 8 

Range of language 5 

Accuracy 3 

Total 16 
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Student 4 Task 2 
Application for a holiday job in Spain 
Task Planning Form – not submitted 

Content 

The response is fully relevant and it has a well organised structure. Opinions are expressed and 
are occasionally explained in some detail. We would not consider the top band as the student does 
not display a ‘sound ability to convey information clearly’. A lot is expressed clearly but clarity is 
lost in such examples as: tengo un tiempo libre en una oficina / lo enquentra el reto / el esfuerzo 
que puerto / sería desarrollo muchas qualidades / sin empargo lograr este primero ir a un 
universidad. Opinions are expressed and some are explained. The piece fits neatly into the Good 
band.  
11 marks 
 
Range of Language 

There is a good variety of vocabulary and structure (las maquetas de construcciones / 
sinceramente odio las ent(r)añas / para + infinitive / me trata como un perro / deber + infinitive). 
More complex sentences, however, are sometimes unsuccessful and there is a general lack of 
precision. A range of tenses is used (present, preterite, imperfect, conditional and future) but they 
are sometimes unsuccessful: first and third persons are sometimes confused and both attempts at 
a perfect tense are unsuccessful.  
7 marks 
 
Accuracy 

The piece is more accurate than inaccurate; there are fairly frequent slips with spelling and errors 
are not confined to more complex sentences but some complex sentences are accurate. Verbs 
and tense formations are sometimes unsuccessful: enquentra for encuentro / puerto for he puesto / 
sería desarrollo for desarrollé / and fue for fui.  
3 marks 
 
 

Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 11 

Range of language 7 

Accuracy 3 

Total 21 

 
Total for both tasks: 37 marks 
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