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Student 1 Commentary

Task 1 - Holidays / Mis Vacaciones

Task Planning Form

Encanta is a conjugated verb. As such, any sentence/clause containing encanta will be ignored in the 
task.

Content

All information provided is relevant to the title. At 162 words, the piece is ‘unlikely to score above the 
Sufficient band’. It just about conveys ‘quite a lot of information’ and, even when we ignore me 
encanta las playas / me encanta la playa (TPF), a number of opinions are still expressed: la Sagrada 
Familia es muy grande y muy bueno … en mi opinion la vacacion es muy buena … me gustaría 
visitar Malta. There is a little evidence of development of ideas: me alojé en un apartamento porque 
era muy comodo … muy relejante y muy util and, while paragraph four is not particularly clear, some 
idea of a lack of water and hot weather is conveyed. Clarity is an issue here and, to a lesser extent, 
in the last paragraph. The piece has a well organised structure and each paragraph conveys 
information without the need for reference to the task sheet. The Limited band was a consideration, 
but there is just enough evidence here to support the lower of the three marks in the Sufficient band. 
7 marks

Range of Language

Now the mark for Content is awarded, we consider, as the first option, the equivalent band in Range 
of Language (ie 5-6 for this piece). There is a little variety of vocabulary though it is the case here that 
‘a more basic range (is used)… and there (is) more repetition’. Structures are almost always 
straightforward, though four different tenses are used accurately: preterite, imperfect, present and 
conditional. While the student’s punctuation is not always clear / accurate, some attempts are made at 
longer sentences, principally using y and porque. Since evidence is not strong in this band, and 
consideration may even have been given to the band below, the mark of 5 is awarded.

Accuracy

There are some major errors (inappropriate infinitives and past participles) but the intended meaning 
is almost always clear. Minor errors (spelling slips, particularly) are frequent. Verb forms and tenses 
vary in their accuracy. The piece is just about ‘more accurate than inaccurate’ and 3 marks are 
awarded.

Total mark: 15/30
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Student 1 Commentary

Task 2 - Mi Colegio

Task Planning Form

Nothing to affect the assessment; deleted words are not at all visible.

Content

All information provided is relevant to the task title. At 168 words, the piece is once again ‘unlikely to 
score above the Sufficient band’. Quite a lot of information is clearly conveyed: the school’s location, 
facilities, daily routine, rules, the student’s studies, clubs and teacher. Clarity is only really lost in the 
last paragraph. Ideas / opinions are expressed reasonably frequently and are often explained. The 
piece is well organised. The Good band is a consideration, but the piece does not convey ‘a lot of 
information’ and, as such, it is awarded the top mark in the Sufficient band. 9 marks

Range of Language

Vocabulary is certainly appropriate, with occasional variety (un club de submarinismo / estoy a favor). 
There is some variety of structures (hay que / me muy interesan los cosas tecnicas / no se debe 
fumar). There are attempts at longer sentences using con, es decir, y and porque. More complex 
sentences (required for the 7-8 band) are rarely used, however. While 7 marks is a consideration, 
the piece does not contain mainly successful use of complex sentences and so the mark of 6 is 
awarded.

Accuracy

The piece is generally accurate. Major errors are rare – the infinitive in the last paragraph is 
probably a failed attempt at a more complex sentence. There are some minor errors, but 
spellings are generally sound and verbs are usually correct. 4 marks

Total mark: 19/30
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Student 2 Commentary

Task 1 - My School

Task Planning Form

The student includes two conjugated verbs, es and tengo. As such, any sentence / clause containing 
either of these verbs will be ignored in the task.

Content

The student writes 133 words, though conveys relatively little information when all work containing 
es or tengo is disregarded. There is some idea of what the school uniform is and some idea of 
eating pasta with sauce. Details about work experience and future plans could be relevant to the 
title if they were linked and not long digressions but, in this case, these details are difficult to 
understand, anyway. Opinions are often marred by inaccuracy (no me gusta Religious) or include 
the verb es. It would not be fair to say that the student produces no language which is worthy of 
credit, but it does not go beyond 1 mark. (Now that a mark has been awarded for Content, a mark 
of at least 1 and no more than 4 should be awarded for Range of Language and a mark of at least 1 
and no more than 2 should be awarded for Accuracy).

Range of Language

There is little understanding of language structure here, with just an occasional short phrase which 
is vaguely understandable. Vocabulary is basic but, even then, often spelt incorrectly (favouroto / 
fantasito / deliciouso) and it does not always convey a message: la professores es utitul y es 
mandar. 1 mark

Accuracy

Errors are frequent and regularly impede communication, eg, mi prepararse por algo alspercer a 
lagieien. There is limited understanding of the most basic linguistic structures – es is almost the only 
verb used accurately in the entire piece and this was used on the TPF. 1 mark

Total mark: 3/30
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Student 2 Commentary

Task 2 - Me and My Family

Task Planning Form

The student includes four conjugated verbs, soy (even though this has a line through it, it is still 
clearly legible); enfada; quisdiera (sic) and comimos. Any sentence / clause including these items 
will be ignored in the task.

Content

The title of Me and My Family gives broad scope for relevant material but, even so, the two
paragraphs on restaurants are rather tenuous in the way they are expressed here. The student 
writes around 130 words but fails to communicate very much since we have to disregard sentences 
which include soy, quisdiera and comimos. Despite inaccuracy in the expression of opinions, one 
gains the impression that the student does not like his siblings, he loves sauce and something 
scientific is very interesting. Again, the piece falls into the Poor band. The information is very limited 
but we do understand some details about the student and his family. 2 marks

Range of Language

There is little understanding of language structure (soy tiene cince seis años) – particularly after 
the first three paragraphs. Vocabulary is very basic and sometimes inappropriate (babladoro, patas, 
salid, cientifico dinero). Nevertheless, there are some short, simple sentences and so the upper of 
the two marks in the appropriate band is awarded.
2 marks

Accuracy

Many errors often impede communication and verb forms are rarely accurate with confusion caused 
through inappropriate infinitives or the lack of a verb at all. After the first two lines, most sentences 
contain mistakes. 1 mark

Total marks: 5/30
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Student 3 Commentary

Task 1 - El lugar donde vivo

Task Planning Form

The title includes a conjugated verb, vivo, but students should not be penalised for this; it is not a 
word they have included, it is the title the teacher provided. While limpio may be a verb, it is used as 
an adjective in the student’s work and accrues no penalty.

Content

The title could be a little restrictive since the piece must concentrate on where the student lives. The 
final paragraph could be seen to stray from this title since it begins, en el futuro me gustaría ir al sur 
de Inglaterra, whereas vivir en el sur would have linked it in nicely. However, the last sentence draws 
it back into the title and the whole response is, therefore, relevant. At 254 words, the piece has 
access to the full mark range and the student provides a lot of information with clarity – even though 
a couple of ideas are not expressed successfully, eg, yo no se aburran en Peterborough sin 
embargo no me gusta el tráfico. Information is generally developed but this is not a detailed 
response and some developments are unclear, eg, both explanations in paragraph 5. Opinions are 
expressed quite frequently and are usually explained. The piece is well organised and each 
paragraph can be understood without reference to the task sheet. The piece fits neatly into the Good 
band and a mark of 11 is awarded.

Range of Language

The 7-8 band, the equivalent band to Content, should be consulted first. There is a good variety of 
vocabulary and the student generally avoids repetition, though hay + nouns appear in paragraphs 2 
and 3. Longer sentences are not solely dependent on simple connectives (5-6 band), sin embargo 
and ya que are used and there is a good variety of structures: hay más que hacer, soler +
infinitive, …de lo que es ahora, me gustaría + infinitive, lo malo es que… More complex sentences 
are attempted, albeit not fully successfully, eg, al tener más transporte público. A good range of 
tenses is used, and usually successfully. Given the strong evidence in the 7-8 band, the upper of the 
two marks is awarded. 8 marks

Accuracy

The piece is certainly more accurate than inaccurate (3), but does it reach 4 marks? Errors do 
occur in attempts at more complex sentences, eg, si esto no sucedió, me gustaría vivir en 
Alemania and the piece is generally accurate. Errors may occasionally cloud but do not impede 
communication. Verbs and tenses are usually correct. 4 marks

Total marks: 23/30
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Student 3 Commentary

Task 2 - Una carta para solicitar un puesto

Task Planning Form

Saluda is a conjugated verb

Content

Given that the task is a letter of application for a job (in Spain, understood), the majority of the 
response is relevant. Paragraph 4 is tenuous; while some explanation of experience abroad / travel 
experience may be relevant, sunbathing, theme parks and animal hunts are not. There is no need to 
count the number of words as this is clearly a very full response. Ideas and points of view are 
expressed and explained. There is a well organised structure. As well as the slight irrelevance in 
paragraph 4, the other reason why the piece does not quite make top band is that it cannot be said 
that almost all information is conveyed clearly. The repeated use of a past participle with no auxiliary 
verb creates a loss of clarity, as do the two cases of 3rd person verbs instead of 1st (adquirió and 
fue) and the third paragraph is rather confused. As such, the piece is given 12 marks.

Range of Language

As usual, we consult the equivalent band. On re-reading the piece, it seems clear that these criteria 
are fulfilled and we should consider the 9-10 band. There is a wide variety of vocabulary and 
structures: ningún / a causa de / así que / después de + infinitive / me gustaría + infinitive / con el fin 
de + infinitive / indirect object pronoun / even an accurate subjunctive. More complex sentences are 
handled with confidence: creo que sería bueno en el trabajo que están ofreciendo … La razón por la 
que me gustaría estudiar estos temas es porque … espero que usted me considere para el trabajo.
A good number of tenses are used successfully: present, (present continuous), conditional, future, 
imperfect and preterite; the perfect tense is not successful, however. In this case, the band above 
the Content band applies and a mark of 9 is awarded.

Accuracy

The Content and Range of Language marks would lead us to consider 4 or 5 marks for Accuracy. 
The piece is mainly accurate, with the exception of paragraph 3. While a range of tenses is used 
accurately, the perfect tense is consistently incorrect and a couple of preterites are used in the 
wrong person. 4 marks

Total marks: 25/30
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Student 4 Commentary

Task 1 - A letter to a problem page

Task Planning Form

Nothing to affect the assessment

Content

All information is fully relevant to the title; the student clearly has a lot of problems. The piece clearly 
exceeds 200 words, thus accessing the full mark range. This is a detailed response: almost all 
points are expressed with clarity and are developed. It is true that there are only two direct opinions: 
creo que mi vida es horrorosa (the rest of the response providing clear explanation) and Mis 
padres … piensan que no ayudo en casa, but we must remember that ‘ideas, points of view and 
opinions must be viewed as one notion and are the same for assessment purposes’ (Notes, p.6). 
This piece is full of ideas and points of view and almost all are explained, some in detail. There is a 
well organised structure. We are clearly in top band. The thing that prevents full marks is that, just 
occasionally, there is a loss of clarity: on two occasions, los fines de semana is followed by preterite 
tenses and it is unclear whether these actions happen at weekends or happened last weekend; ayer 
mi amigo dijo con mi y mi profesora dirá no escucho is again unclear and the occasional infinitive / 
wrong person of the verb delays our comprehension. As such, a mark of 14 is awarded.

Range of Language

We first consider top band. There is a wide variety of vocabulary and structures, eg, life is not just 
mala, it is horrorosa; there is no sense of repetition and vocabulary generally is more sophisticated / 
‘Higher Tier’. Structures include tener que + infinitive in three tenses; pronoun objects; idiom; para +
infinitive; así que; impersonal verbs and all accurately used. More complex sentences are handled 
with confidence: Siempre me castigan por nada o por haber ayudado mi amiga con sus deberes; El 
tobillo me duele desde hace dos días. All in all, the piece is worthy of the top mark. 10 marks

Accuracy

We first consider 5 marks. The piece is largely accurate though we cannot say that errors occur only 
in complex sentences. While there are frequent examples of accurate verb and tense formations, 
there are errors: mi hermana … no hacer nada; no puedo salí; porque no tengo dinero, no compra 
ropa; no puedo voy al piscina as well as the errors mentioned in Content above. 4 marks

Total marks: 28/30
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Student 4 Commentary 
 
Task 2 - A description of my work experience 
 
Task Planning Form 
 
Nothing to affect the assessment 
 
Content 
 
The student gives a full description of her work experience and all information is relevant to the title. 
At around 250 words, the piece will have access to the full mark range. The student provides 
detailed information, with developments / explanations, in the first four paragraphs: where she 
worked; how she came by the post; why she wanted to work there; details of daily routine; the sort of 
tasks undertaken and her opinion of those tasks, with reasoning; an opinion on colleagues, with 
reasoning. We are drawn to top band but there is a potential problem with paragraph 5, in terms of 
organisation. We must ask if this paragraph can be fully understood without reference to the task 
sheet (ie, is it clear that creo que es una mala idea refers to the student’s view of work experience?). 
If not, ‘a piece which cannot be fully understood without reference to the task sheet is unlikely to 
demonstrate a well organised structure, and thus 13-15 marks. The student is given the benefit of 
the doubt here since the subject of the opinion is certainly inferred, if not precisely stated. However, 
this factor is taken into account, as is the loss of clarity created by a missing verb in the second 
sentence here and the infinitive in the final sentence. In a similar vein, the last paragraph would have 
benefited from a link to the title (eg, Porque no me gustaron las practicas, no voy a trabajar allí en el 
futuro …) and the lack of the indirect object pronoun in the last sentence delays our comprehension. 
13 marks 
 
Range of Language 
 
There is certainly a good variety of vocabulary and structures, but does the piece reach top band? 
Vocabulary is certainly appropriate and occasionally sophisticated (mis colegas eran muy 
antipáticas y no me trataron bien / fue una pérdida de tiempo). Structures include an accurate 
passive, subordinate clauses, tener que + infinitive, but one would expect a greater variety and 
further examples of complex sentences for the top band. There is accurate usage of three tenses: 
the present, preterite and imperfect; while only two tenses are required to access top band, ‘a 
greater range of tenses will add to the complexity of the language used’. Since the top band was 
certainly considered, the upper mark in the band below is awarded. 8 marks 
 
Accuracy 
 
Given our marks for Content and Range of Language, we are clearly considering 4 or 5 marks. 
Errors in the first three paragraphs are all of a minor nature. There is a verb missing in the first 
sentence of paragraph 4 and the last verb of the paragraph should be plural. Problems in the final 
section have been discussed under Content. Verb and tense formations are secure. This is a close 
call, but 4 marks are awarded. 
 
 
Total marks: 25/30 

Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE Spanish / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0

Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 43

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________


	Contents page 
	Student 1
	Student 2
	Student 3
	Student 4



