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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

TASK PLANNING FORMS (TPF) 

Please note that the version of the TPF used in these materials 
was the correct one at the time that the pieces of work were 
produced and submitted for assessment, ie June 2011. 

Students starting the course in September 2011 must use the 
new version of the TPF (version 1.1) which is available to 
download from the AQA website. 

Some of the TPFs used in these materials may be mocked-up, 
to illustrate points of principle, and may not be the original forms 
produced by students. 
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Student 1 Commentary 
 
Task 1 – The truth about my school 
 
Content – 12 
 
The student’s response is fully relevant, each paragraph dealing with an element of life at school, 
and a lot of information is conveyed. Top band was considered but the response does not quite 
reach that standard since there is some loss of clarity (las reglas…el fenomenal y los estudiantes 
respectos / los estudiantes voy muy abable) and while some ideas and points of view are well 
expressed, others are less so (pistas de tenis que ser modernos / ser el mejar instituto). 
 
Range of Language – 7 
 
The variety of vocabulary and structures is ‘good’, rather than ‘wide’. There are a number of 
straightforward sentences but also attempts at more complex sentences and these are mostly 
successful (me gusta ingles porque en el futuro me gustaría ser periodista así el ingles es muy utíl 
para mi) though not always (el ataque fisica es no problemo serio / mi instituto es fenomenal y me 
divertido). The response is written mainly in the present tense though there are occasional 
examples of other tenses (preterite X 2 / conditional X 2 / immediate future). 
 
Accuracy – 4 
 
The response is generally accurate. While it is true that errors are not exclusive to complex 
sentences, the overall response is better than ‘more accurate than inaccurate’. Verbs and tense 
formations are usually correct – despite the occasional misused infinitive. 
 
 
Total mark – 23/30 
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Student 1 Commentary 
 
Task 2 – My experience of work experience 
 
Content – 11 
 
At around 240 words, there is plenty of information which is relevant to the title but the student 
does not demonstrate a sound ability to convey information clearly in almost all cases, for example, 
hay muchas corsas que ser puede aprender / me gusta basar me instituto / yo trabajaba una 
hombre ser llevaba Dave, and so the top band was not a consideration. Ideas and points of view 
are expressed and explained. It should be noted that the student used conjugated verbs on the 
TPF and, though these were obliterated in some cases, they remained visible with tenía and 
trabajaba so clauses using these conjugated verbs were not credited. 
 
Range of Language – 8 
 
Again, the variety of vocabulary and structures was ‘good’ rather than ‘wide’. The comparison of 
usual routine and work experience routine led to appropriate present and imperfect tense usage 
and me gustaría is used in the final paragraph to introduce a future intention. Examples of more 
complex sentences exist and are mostly successful (estaba tan casado que no podia salir con mis 
amigos / en cuanto a la gente con quien yo trabajaba …) though they are not always handled ‘with 
confidence’ (sé que necesito trabajo duro y obtener buenas notas examenes). 
 
Accuracy – 4  
 
The response is generally accurate though errors are not restricted to complex sentences (yo 
limpiar mucho / me llevaba con ella porque amable y era no estricta). Verb and tense formations 
are generally secure though there are occasional slips, as illustrated above. 
 
 
Total mark – 23/30 
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Student 2 Commentary 
 
Task 1 – My school 
 
Content – 15 
 
The student provides a fully relevant and detailed response to the task. Information is conveyed 
very clearly and ideas and points of view are frequently expressed and often explained. The eight 
paragraphs, each dealing with a different aspect of school life, bring a well organised structure to 
the piece. 
 
Range of Language – 9  
 
There is a reasonably wide range of vocabulary (masticar chicle /tener éxito / siguen reglas porque 
son respetuosos) which is almost always appropriate (tema being a dictionary-found exception). 
There are some examples of more complex sentences (me ayudan mucho / los estudiantes no 
deberían masticar chicle … ni / no tengo mucho ganas de dejar de estudiar aquí) which are 
handled with confidence, though more straightforward sentences are more common. The default 
tense is the present tense but the conditional and immediate future tenses are also used 
successfully (there must be two or more tenses for 9-10 marks), though for full marks one might 
expect a wider variety and/or further examples. 
 
Accuracy – 5 
 
The response is largely accurate, though there are occasional spelling slips (orchenta / allegres / 
futoro) and minor errors of gender / agreement (la uniforme / mucho ganas). Verbs and tense 
formations are secure – comportarse stands out as an inappropriate infinitive but there are only a 
couple of other errors with verbs in the entire response. 
 
 
Total mark – 29/30 

Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE Spanish / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0

20

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE Spanish / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0

21

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE Spanish / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0

22

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE Spanish / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0

23

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE Spanish / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0

24

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Student 2 Commentary 
 
Task 2 – My work experience of work experience 
 
Content – 14 
 
At around 228 words, the response reaches the guidance of 200-300 words for those aiming at 
grades A*-C. The response is fully relevant and the information refers directly to working in a junior 
school. There is more than ‘a lot of information’ (10-12). The response is detailed and information 
is almost always conveyed clearly, the loss of clarity occurring in the second half of the third 
paragraph. Ideas and points of view are expressed reasonably frequently and some – though not 
all – are explained. 
 
Range of Language – 9 
 
There is a reasonably wide variety of vocabulary and structures that are appropriate to the task 
(contestaba llamadas telefónicas / cuidaba de los niños pequeños) though the repetition of the 
same structures in paragraph one with levantarse then ducharse is noted. More complex structures 
are handled with confidence (me dio la oportunidad de aprender / sé que tengo que estudiar mas) 
though, for full marks, there might have been further examples. Verb tenses (preterite / imperfect / 
present / conditional) are used successfully. 
 
Accuracy – 5 
 
The piece is very largely accurate, the few errors mainly occurring in the more complex sentences 
attempted in the second half of paragraph three. Verb and tense formations are certainly secure. 
 
 
Total mark – 28/30 

Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE Spanish / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0

25

_________________________________________________________________________________________



 

STUDENT 3 

  

Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE Spanish / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0

26

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE Spanish / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0

27

_________________________________________________________________________________________

STUDENT �



Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE Spanish / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0

28

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE Spanish / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0

29

_________________________________________________________________________________________

T1



Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE Spanish / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0

30

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE Spanish / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0

31

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE Spanish / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0

32

_________________________________________________________________________________________

T1



Student 3 Commentary 
 
Task 1 – Healthy eating 
 
Content – 4 
 
The student’s comments about eating habits are relevant to the title of ‘Health’ and some 
information is conveyed, including some simple opinions: cuando como me gusta tostada / para la 
cena me gusta pollo el curry. The second paragraph, dealing with swimming and horse-riding is 
confused. Despite inaccuracy, some idea of the student’s views on smoking and drinking is 
conveyed. The response is brief and the 1-3 band was considered but there is just enough 
evidence of development of ideas (a veces como comida rapida / cuando tengo hambre como un 
poco / el alcohol me gusta pero es perjududical) for 4 marks to be awarded. 
 
Range of Language – 3 
 
The vocabulary is not inappropriate (1-2); it is usually appropriate to the basic needs of the task. 
Structures are mostly simple: first person present tenses and me gusta are principally used if 
information is successfully conveyed. 
 
Accuracy – 2  
 
There are many errors which often impede communication, particularly in the second half of the 
response, from comía asignar de chocolate… There are frequent errors with verb forms: mi gusta / 
mi madre decir / confusion of tenses in the second paragraph / necesidad [for necesito]) and, 
though it might be a little harsh to say ‘verb forms are rarely accurate’, the response does not 
reach the descriptor of ‘more accurate than inaccurate’ (3). 
 
 
Total mark – 9/30 
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Student 3 Commentary 
 
Task 2 – A famous person 
 
Content – 5 
 
The response is a little confused but some relevant information is certainly conveyed. Simple 
opinions are expressed in both the first person, me encanta Justin mucho and the third person, le 
gusta mucho la musica de Chris Brown. Development of basic ideas is rare; the response is 
predominantly a series of short statements about Justin Bieber. 
 
Range of Language – 3 
 
There is a lack of variety of vocabulary and structures, with the great majority of the response 
being made up of short, straightforward pieces of information using the third person present tense. 
Basic details about the singer are provided, though even these are not always successful: recada 
un coche para su cumpleanos / su Canada favorita es pizza. 
 
Accuracy – 3 
 
There are frequent spelling errors, though words are generally recognisable: nacitmiento / quitara / 
cantiones / extader tido. The possessive su is successfully used sometimes but is sometimes 
replaced with es or el. Justin entro en un concurvo local de conecores fails to communicate, but, 
perhaps because of the more straightforward nature of the response, errors do not often impede 
communication (2). There are few errors with verb forms and the response is more accurate than 
inaccurate. 
 
 
Total mark – 11/30 
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Student 4 Commentary 
 
Task 1 – Myself and my hobbies 
 
Content - 11 
 
The response is mostly relevant to the title, ‘myself and my hobbies’ though though the structure is 
not particularly coherent. References to last year’s holiday and the lengthy description of family 
members were just about deemed to be relevant to the ‘myself’ aspect of the title, accepting 
relevance in its broadest sense. A lot of relevant information is conveyed clearly, with just an 
occasional loss of clarity: me casarme familia en el futuro. Ideas and points of view are expressed 
in a straightforward but effective way and they are sometimes explained. Neither the upper band 
(13-15) nor the lower band (7-9) was considered and so 11 marks are awarded. 
 
Range of Language – 7 
 
When considering the variety of vocabulary and structures used, the 5-6 and 7-8 bands are 
considered, but there is enough to reach the 7-8 band (sin embargo / me llevo bien con mi 
hermana porque es divertida / me encanta navegar por internet en mi ordenador portatil) although 
there is generally a dependence upon simple connectives. There are not too many attempts at 
more complex sentences but they are present and they are mostly successful (me gustaría ir a la 
universidad / mis padres me dan sesenta al mes) and there are some successful attempts at 
tenses other than the present. 
 
Accuracy – 4 
 
The reasonably straightforward nature of most of the language allows the student to write a 
generally accurate response with verb and tense formations usually correct. The 3 mark descriptor 
was considered, but the level of accuracy just goes beyond this descriptor. 
 
 
Total mark – 22/30 
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Student 4 Commentary 
 
Task 2 – Shopping and clothes 
 
Content – 8  
 
While the student writes quite a lot of information, there is repetition and the information is usually, 
though not always, clearly communicated. The response is generally relevant to ‘shopping and 
clothes’ but the second paragraph is as much to do with social networking as shopping on the 
internet. The cinema and restaurant visits are credited as potentially being a part of a day’s 
shopping experience. Points of view are expressed, though ideas are not always developed 
successfully (me encanta ir de compras … porque muchas tiendas / porque ropas a bonita / el té 
es deliciosa y pastel es costel). 
 
Range of Language – 6 
 
There is not a good variety of vocabulary and structures (7-8), but vocabulary goes beyond simply 
meeting the ‘basic needs of the task’ (3-4) and structures are not ‘mostly simple’ (3-4). More 
complex structures are occasionally attempted but they are not ‘mostly successful’ (7-8). To the 
student’s credit, reasonably accurate preterite tenses are used in paragraph three and immediate 
future tenses in the last paragraph. There are certainly attempts at longer sentences using porque / 
y / por ejemplo / pero and these are mostly successful, as compared to the ‘sometimes successful’ 
required by this band, hence the higher of the two marks. 
 
Accuracy – 3 
 
While there are quite a few errors, the intended meaning is clear. There are slips with verb forms 
and tense formations (normalmente ir con mis amigos) and verbs are occasionally omitted (fui al 
centro comercial porque muchas tiendas). Overall, the response is more accurate than inaccurate. 
 
 
 
Total mark - 17/30 
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