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This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR GCSE Sociology specification for teaching from September 2009.

Contents

2Contents


3Introduction


Sample Scheme of Work: 5OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B671: Sociology Basics


Sample Lesson Plan: 32OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B671: Sociology Basics




Introduction

Background

Following a review of 14 – 19 education and the Secondary Curriculum Review, the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) has revised the subject criteria for GCSEs, for first teaching in September 2009. This applies to all awarding bodies.

The new GCSEs have more up-to-date content and encourage the development of personal, learning and thinking skills in your students.

We’ve taken this opportunity to redevelop all our GCSEs, to ensure they meet your requirements. These changes will give you greater control of assessment activities and make the assessment process more manageable for you and your students. Controlled assessment will be introduced for most subjects.

OCR has produced a summary brochure, which summarises the changes to Sociology. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced these Schemes of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Sociology. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification. 
Our Ethos

OCR involves teachers in the development of new support materials to capture current teaching practices tailored to our new specifications. These support materials are designed to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B671: Sociology Basics

	Suggested teaching time
	12 hours
	Topic
	Section A: Investigating Society

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note
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1  
Introduction to research methods and how to complete sociological investigations.
	General discussion about how research can be completed (guide discussion to cover both primary methods and secondary evidence) – suggest results are recorded diagrammatically on a whiteboard

Create flow chart to explain to students how sociological research is conducted e.g. the main stages involved. Include such factors as aims, hypotheses, piloting, sampling, primary methods, secondary evidence and drawing conclusions
	‘Pause for Thought’ questions, text and photo activity in the OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text 

The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text also contains relevant information on all the stages of sociological research which your students would probably find useful
	Students could usefully produce an A3 diagram (either on paper or using ICT) to record their thoughts and the key information covered from this lesson.  This would be a good first piece of homework to set following a couple of general ‘Introduction to Sociology’ lessons  
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2-3 
Questionnaires.


What they are, what they are used for, pros and cons, practical exercise.
	Give students a list of 10 statements that could relate to questionnaires e.g. used to collect large amounts of data; used to find out detailed opinions etc. In small groups students have to decide which are true and which are false – discuss reasons

 
	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text on questionnaires – text and activities can all be used here

Examples of questionnaires – use your own resources (e.g. ones created by ex-students) or the internet - try sites such as www.Ask.com, www.economicsnetwork.ac.uk/handbook/questionnaires/5.htm and www.mapl.com.au/pdf/fss99f2.pdf for examples


	Alternative activities that will work well with students can be found in the OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text 


	
	Show students a couple of examples of questionnaires – can be sociological or more general. Use these as stimuli to establish what questionnaires can be used for and their pros and cons

Reinforce knowledge via a handout, textbook or PowerPoint presentation

Get students to design their own short questionnaire to investigate whether corporal punishment should be re-introduced in school. Get them to carry it out  with 10 people of different ages and genders and analyse their findings  

Homework: ask students what they would need to do to improve the quality of the research?  They should summarise the conclusions as a PowerPoint or a pod cast
	
	Practical activities that involve students in using research methods should be encouraged throughout the course as they help to reinforce learning and allow students to enjoy the course




	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B671: Sociology Basics

	Suggested teaching time
	12 hours
	Topic
	Section A: Investigating Society

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	4-5 
Interviews.


What they are, what they’re used for, pros and cons, practical exercise.
	On entering the classroom ask students a series of pre-prepared questions in the style of an interview. Have some closed and some open questions. For example, ‘do you prefer beef or lamb?’ and ‘what lessons have you got today?...do you like them?...why or why not?...etc’  

Discuss what is meant by an interview. How are they different to questionnaires?  What different types of interviews and interview questions are there?  What are they used for?  What are the good and bad points?

Show students examples of interview questions and findings – use these for evaluation issues

Consolidate understanding via a handout, textbook, pod cast or PowerPoint presentation. Students should produce bullet point notes on this
	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text has detailed coverage of a range of relevant issues concerning interviews as a research method. There are also several useful activities that can be used with your students too

Examples of interview questions and findings – either from textbooks, ex-students work or the internet. Useful websites include www.macintyre.com, www.imahal.com/careers/management/interviews/interviews_example2.htm and http://www.pndc.com/mediaRoom/ZoellerWoodsInterview.pdf
	As with questionnaires it is advisable to mix practical activities into general classroom teaching to maximise student understanding of the issues

	
	Get your students to try out an interview for themselves. Put them into groups of three – one works on a structured, one on a semi-structured and one on an unstructured interview. The topic to discuss is media effects on body image. Get them to carry these out for homework and then compare results. What have they found out?  What type of interview worked best?  Why?  Was there anything that could have been done to improve the interviews?  
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6-7 
Observations.


What they are, what they’re used for, pros and cons, practical exercise.
	Using a stooge have someone sat at the back of the classroom as students enter the lesson with a clipboard obviously watching and taking notes on what is happening. Have another hidden in a resource room or a large cupboard. Use the issues that this throws up as an introduction to different types of observation and their pros and cons

 
	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text contains in-depth information in a student friendly style on all the issues concerning observation needed for the examination. There are also a range of interesting activities that you could use with your students


	Again it is worth remembering here that best practice is to mix classroom based and practical activities together

Encourage them to complete a covert participant observation at home – particularly useful for your more able students – perhaps focusing on the domestic division of labour in the family

	
	Discuss different ways of observing, introducing key terms such as participant, non-participant, overt and covert. Have your students come across any examples of observation as a research method?  Pros and cons of all the variations  
Consolidate understanding via a handout, PowerPoint presentation, pod cast or textbook

Homework – students should produce their observation grid ready for next lesson’s observation

By prior arrangement with your colleagues organise for your students to complete a classroom observation during their next sociology lesson looking at how students are made to conform. Let them do this for half an hour then use the rest of your lesson to discuss their experiences, what worked and what didn’t work on their grids etc  
	You may find some of the following studies useful for your own preparation or for directing your students towards for their own research. This could be particularly useful for your higher ability students – many can be found on the internet as well as in textbooks : Patrick, J. Glasgow Gang Observed  Methuen Publishing Ltd 1973; Eileen Barker The Making of a Moonie, 1984, Basil Blackwell Publishing ;Terry Williams, The Cocaine Kids: The Inside Story Of A Teenage Drug Ring,  Da Capo Press, 1990  

Many others can be found in general GCSE Sociology textbooks 
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	Suggested teaching time
	12 hours
	Topic
	Section A: Investigating Society

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note
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8-9 
Content Analysis.


What it is, what it’s used for, pros and cons, practical exercise.
	Have a research question written on the board – something like ‘How are males and females represented?’. Provide students with either a magazine or a newspaper and ask them to answer the question. Discuss what they did and how successful it was

Take students through the theory of content analysis via a handout, textbook or PowerPoint presentation

Students should construct their own content analysis chart/grid in small groups to re-investigate the original question you gave them

Using a carousel (stations set up around the classroom for students to visit) of a selection of different media materials students should complete their content analysis

Discuss findings – students could then write a report and evaluation of the method for homework

	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text covers this research method and has activities for your students to complete as well

Direct your students towards textbooks or the internet to have a look at some of the famous work completed by the Glasgow University Media Group (www.glasgowmediagroup.org) using content analysis

Selection of magazines, newspapers and TV adverts

Show them examples of content analysis charts to help in the production of their own – use either ex-student’s or try Investigating Mass Media (Sociology in Action) by Paul Trowler Collins Educational; Reprinted 1997 edition (10 June 1996)
	This method is one that undoubtedly benefits from your students trying it out for themselves – issues to do with categorisation and operationalisation become far more real to them this way

	10 
Sampling.


Types and composition.


	Discussion about how researchers choose who to conduct their research on and potential consequences that this may bring. Include references to sample size and composition in this too

Introduce each type of sample in the specification, focusing on what it is and its pros and cons (stratified, systematic, snowball and random)  

Ideas - Choosing a Sample

-
Random - all names of students in class put into a hat choose, say, 4 

-
Systematic - class register (any large class will do) for all students and allow different students to choose the Xth number that will become the sample e.g. every 3rd name  

-
Stratified - divide the class into relevant social groups based on, say, gender, ethnicity, star sign and select sample from this  

 
	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text covers all the issues to do with sampling that your students will need to know. It also has some useful activities that will make them apply their knowledge as well

Names of students in class put into hat

Class registers for all students

Scissors, paper, glue, internet access, pens, resources such as magazines if collage/poster activity is done in class
	Sampling is not the most exciting of topics and so the more active you make the delivery of this topic, the more likely your students are to remember all of the important terms and issues


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B671: Sociology Basics

	Suggested teaching time
	12 hours
	Topic
	Section A: Investigating Society

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	Snowball - by assigning roles/parts to students the sample gets bigger (e.g. friends/family members etc), demonstrated by students forming a human chain – they love this! 

Use to provoke discussion of pros and cons of each type of sample, to include comments about representativeness

To consolidate learning get students to produce a poster that demonstrates all the different types of samples and the issues associated with them. This could either be done individually for homework or as a whole class/small group collage activity, class time permitting  
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11  
Additional Information: practical issues, using more than one method, social surveys, pilot studies, case studies, longitudinal studies.
	Divide the class up into groups and give each a topic to prepare – use the specification to hep you with this. As a bare minimum cover practical issues, triangulation, social surveys, pilot studies, case studies and longitudinal studies. Each group needs to teach the rest of the class about the topic they have been given  

There are many ways to do this – here are two ideas:  

1) 
PowerPoint presentation incorporating activity questions to check understanding to rest of the class

2)  ‘Pass it on’ – it is everyone’s responsibility in the classroom to teach one another the information, groups send members out to other groups until everyone has been reached. Teacher then needs to check understanding via a series of activities such as a quiz, mix n match questions and/or the ‘true/false game’


	Use any GCSE textbook as a resource for students to get the information they need. The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text is accessible and clear for this. If you have lower ability students consider producing your own ‘fact cards’ instead of using the textbook

If possible, provide students with clipboards for their information gathering exercise if using teaching activity 2

Consider providing all students with a checklist of everything they should know by the end of the lesson – they could then rate this red (unclear), amber (ok) and green (clear) to indicate their understanding of what they have learnt
	Give students regular reminders about timings for this lesson and impress upon them that they will be asked about what they have learnt at the end of the lesson. This, combined with regular monitoring, should help to keep them focussed


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B671: Sociology Basics

	Suggested teaching time
	12 hours
	Topic
	Section A: Investigating Society

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	12 
Ethical Issues


Confidentiality, suitability, consent, responsibilities, conduct and competence.
	Tell students that you’ve found a diary earlier in the day and that you’re going to read them some of the best extracts – play this up and pretend it belongs to someone in the group. Prime this student earlier in the day that you’re going to do this and ask them to feign disapproval, upset and anger. Read out the fictional diary – see how the students react to the information and the ‘student stooge’s’ reaction. After 5 minutes debrief everybody and discuss what happened  
Use this as an introduction to ethical issues and, after defining ethics, discuss everything that a sociologist should consider ethically when completing research

Consolidate learning via a handout, textbook, pod cast or PowerPoint presentation

Present students with a series of possible research situations that contain ethical issues and get them to identify what the issues are and how they would overcome them  
	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text provides a clear overview of a wide range of ethical issues that your students should find easy to follow. There are also some good activities to get them thinking here

Your students could check out the formal ethical guidelines issued by the British Sociological Association at www.britsoc.co.uk/equality/Statement+Ethical+Practice.htm or www.sociology.org.uk/as4bsoce.pdf.
A pretend student diary will be needed for the starter activity
	Choose your stooge student carefully – it needs to be someone you have a good rapport with and who is confident enough to act the part in the lesson. When done well this activity can work brilliantly


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B671: Sociology Basics

	Suggested teaching time
	5 hours
	Topic
	Section A: Collecting and using information and evidence

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	1  
Different types of 

data: primary and secondary data; quantitative and qualitative data.
	Provide students with a range of different examples of data – ensure you have a variety of primary, secondary, quantitative and qualitative (examples from ex-students coursework, media materials and the internet often prove most useful). In small groups they have to sort these into piles that have links – and be able to explain to you and the rest of the class why they have sorted them in that way

This should allow you to then lead a discussion on the different types of data available to sociologists – ensure they are taking notes on the key terms you are introducing

At a basic level, introduce the pros and cons of secondary, primary, quantitative and qualitative data ; why they are used ; how they can complement each other
	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text for the type of information your students need to know or, alternatively, use other GCSE Sociology textbooks or internet resources

Examples of a range of different types of data – you may want to photocopy and laminate these so you have a useful set of resources that you can add to if you wish year on year
	Depending on the make up of your class and students you may want to give notes on the topic as a handout or PowerPoint presentation rather than as a teacher led discussion
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	Section A: Collecting and using information and evidence

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	2  
Quantitative Evidence: statistics
	Provide students with a range of quantitative evidence (you could use the pieces you gave out for lesson 1 here possibly). This could either be as a pack for individuals or as a carousel activity for small groups. Give them a task sheet to complete for each piece of data (these can either be generic questions on quantitative evidence or specific to each particular piece). Ensure the focus is on interpretation and evaluation
	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text contains good, clear coverage of the use of quantitative evidence in sociology – what topics it can be used to research and its good and bad points

http://statistics.gov.uk contains access to range a official statistics for students to look at, interpret, analyse etc
	The activity will be more beneficial to students if you provide plenty of examples of different statistical data

Examples of generic questions your students could answer for a carousel activity could be such things as ‘what topic are the statistics on?’ ; ‘are they official or non-official?’ ; ‘what do the statistics tell you?’ ; ‘can you think of any problems with the evidence? – consider the source, sample, topic and categories here’

	3  
Qualitative Evidence: historical documents and evidence; personal documents and diaries; media materials.
	Teacher led presentation of the different types of qualitative evidence available and what topics they are useful for researching. Use question and answer to generate evaluative comments from students
Give individuals/small groups of students examples of qualitative evidence to interpret and evaluate – again a carousel system may work well here. As with the quantitative evidence, produce a series of questions for them to complete for each piece of evidence
	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text will lead your students through the different kinds of qualitative evidence available with discussion questions as well
	A range of different examples of qualitative data to exemplify the points you are making will be useful for your students and aid their understanding e.g. excerpts from Anne Frank’s diary ; a TV documentary clip ; a source from a History textbook etc
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	Section A: Collecting and using information and evidence

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	4-5  
Evaluation Issues: strengths and weaknesses of data exaggeration; distortion; selection; bias; fitness for purpose; validity; reliability; generaliseability; representativeness.
	Via a Power Point presentation, handout, textbook or teacher led presentation on evaluation terms  

To check understanding get students to complete definitions sheets for these or do a true/false activity or a mix and match exercise instead

Provide students with a series of research scenarios that need evaluating. The aim here is for them to use as many of their newly acquired evaluative terms as possible. Do the first one together as a whole class with teacher support; 2nd in small groups or pairs and feedback; 3rd individually with feedback. Could then set one for homework as well if required 

End of unit assessment – either a class test, assessed individual homework piece or ‘Know Your Stuff?’ questions – see the OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text for examples of these. Also worth doing an ‘Exam Café’ at this point to introduce examination techniques – see the OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text for details


	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text is useful for information and activities on evaluation issues or use any other GCSE Sociology textbook
	These terms are crucial for higher grade students so once taught try and use them regularly in your teaching and their learning to reinforce and consolidate understanding
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	Suggested teaching time
	5 hours
	Topic
	Section B: Culture

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	1  
Identities: what do we mean by identity?  What factors make up our identity?
	After an introduction about what we mean by identity, on board discuss with students what factors make up their identities (age, gender etc). Record these as a spider graph. Which factors are we stuck with and which can we choose?  What are the various symbols of a person’s identity?  Add all additional information onto the spider graph

Students to begin work on a ‘Who Am I?’ project. They can plan their ideas in class and then complete it for homework. Basically need to produce a visual representation (a poster or photo story or video work best) of the different aspects of their identities
	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text contains a  simple and useful summary of identity

Sugar Paper if students are going for the poster option
	Encourage them to take pride in this piece of work as it makes a nice classroom display or generates useful video pieces for your departmental website

	2  
Norms and Values.
	Starter activity to get students thinking about the order and unwritten rules that regulate our society and lives

Teacher led presentation of what norms are and their role in society. Followed by an activity that asks students to identify the recognised norms of behaviour in a variety of different settings and situations


	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text has clear concept summaries and some good activities that your students will enjoy completing. These would work really well to support your teaching of ‘norms and values’
	Tap into your students own experiences here to make these concepts less abstract and more real to them  

Ensure the relativity of all concepts are emphasised during the teaching of this unit on ‘Culture’

	
	Use student’s knowledge of norms to lead into teaching about values. Check their understanding via some kind of application activity about what dominant values we have in Britain at the moment
	
	

	3  
Status: ascribed and achieved.
	Prepare some starter discussion questions asking students who has the most status in a variety of different situations and why. This will allow you and them to see what they know already about status. Follow on with teacher led presentation on what is meant by status and the difference between ascribed and achieved status

Provide students with a selection of well known images of people in society (e.g. The Queen, Richard Branson, David Beckham etc) . In small groups they have to decide whether the person has achieved or ascribed status. In most cases it will be a mixture of different elements which should provoke some good discussion

Homework task – students to present an annotated poster of a famous person’s status – they could either choose their own or they could pick them randomly from a hat – good opportunity to recap sampling if so.
	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text or other GCSE textbook all contain relevant notes and activities linked to status for use with your students

Images of a selection of famous people
	In the examinations students will be expected to understand what we mean by status and the differences between ascribed and achieved status
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	Suggested teaching time
	5 hours
	Topic
	Section B: Culture

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	4  
Roles: multiple roles; role conflict.
	Teacher led intro into what we mean by a role and how the roles that we play link to our status positions in society

Students all provided with a template of a jelly baby person – onto this they have to add all the roles that they play – don’t let them stop until they’re in double figures! Use this as a way into explaining the concepts of multiple roles and role conflict. Discuss how the roles that we all play can clash and cause conflict in our lives. How do we cope with this?  What do we do?  This should illustrate the point that certain roles attract more power and status than others

Using pre-prepared role cards put students into small groups. They have to perform a scene to the rest of the class to illustrate the role that is written on the card and everyone else has to guess what is being acted out. Keep score – the winners are the team who end up with most points (for a bit more competition add the rule that any incorrect guesses mean that team loses a point.)
	Jelly baby people templates

Marker pens

Role cards

The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text for notes and activities to complete on ‘roles’
	Ensure students are aware of the ideas of multiple roles and role conflict as well as understanding what a role is

	
	Set a research task, such as the one in the Heinemann textbook, whereby students have to take on the role of someone else and record reactions e.g. to act the role of a teacher 
to their friends and see what happens. 
They really enjoy this and earn a lot from it 
	
	

	5  
Culture and Subculture.
	Teacher led introduction to what is meant by ‘culture’ and ‘subculture’. Use examples and incorporate the terms students have learnt during this module (such as norms and values for example)

Discussion as a class into all the various components that collectively make up a culture. Students to make notes

Use Venn diagrams to illustrate the idea of how subcultures share some similarities with mainstream culture whilst also being different in a number of respects as well


	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text covers both of these terms with examples and activities. Alternatively, use a different GCSE textbook for information

Students will find a range of relevant websites online when looking at subcultures but you may find the following a useful starting point : www.bbc.co.uk/dna/h2g2/A2265842 ; en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subculture ; www.subcultures.org.uk/
	Having detailed examples of several subcultures in society will be very useful exam preparation for students

	
	Students complete individual research into subcultures using the internet. You could 
set this as a homework piece and perhaps 
give students different subcultures to investigate  
	
	


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B671: Sociology Basics

	Suggested teaching time
	7 hours
	Topic
	Section B: Socialisation

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	1  
Stages of socialisation: primary and secondary; how and why we’re socialised; examples of unsocialised children.
	Discuss whether we are born or made human

Discuss what we learn during the socialisation process, how we learn it and why we need to learn it. Try and establish what the key agents of socialisation are here and distinguish between primary and secondary agents

Show students examples of unsocialised children (e.g. feral children) to illustrate the importance of the socialisation process. These could be videos or internet articles  

	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text contains useful information, extracts and activity questions to complete on this topic

Internet sites such as You Tube - www.youtube.com/ -  will allow quick access to famous cases of feral children such as Genie
	

	2  
Social Control: formal and informal; positive and negative sanctions.
	Discuss the various ways we are controlled in our day to day lives

Using the example of school, bullet point the different strategies used by teachers to control their classes – use this as an introduction to positive and negative sanctions. Which are most effective and why?  What other strategies of control are used by parents and peers?  Ensure distinctions are made here between formal and informal mechanisms of social control
	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text for notes and activities on social control, rewards and sanctions
	Choose your roe play teachers carefully and make sure they’re not aware of how the class are going to act when they come into the classroom to adopt the role of teacher

	
	Orchestrate a role play in the classroom where a couple of students take on the role of teacher and have to control the class. For the first role play instruct the rest of the class to be obedient, for the second get them not to conform. See what control strategies are used and which are most effective and why
	
	

	3  
Agents of Socialisation: 
Family.
	NB: throughout the next 5 lessons, students will be building up an ‘agents of socialisation A3 poster’ which should show how the agent socialises and controls individuals with examples

Show students a series of statements either on paper or on a Power Point and ask them to make a note of how their family taught them about this. Cards should contain things like ‘ using the toilet’, ‘eating with a knife and fork’, ‘being a girl/boy’ etc. Discuss their answers as a class

Use this as an introduction to the family as an agent of socialisation. Teacher led presentation of what is learnt at this stage and how it’s learnt. Include such terms as canalisation and manipulation
	A3 paper for each student’s poster

Colours, marker pens etc

Old newspapers and magazines where students can find relevant images, headlines etc for the poster

The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text or any other GCSE textbook will contain notes and activities to consolidate understanding of all the agents of socialisation
	Ensure students can see how each agent works in terms of socialisation, both in the primary and the secondary stage 

Introduce concepts such as peer group pressure, hidden curriculum etc wherever possible to stretch your most able candidates as this kind of language will be expected for the higher grades in the examinations

	
	Have the students experienced canalisation and manipulation during their own primary socialisation phase? 

Examples of unsocialised, feral children could also be referred to again here to emphasise the importance of the family as an agent of socialisation

If time, begin A3 poster
	
	

	4  
Agents of Socialisation: Media.
	Set up a classroom carousel containing a range of different media products e.g. CD cases, magazines, newspapers, posters, adverts etc. At each station there needs to be a piece of paper and pens for students to record their responses to the question ‘how could this media socialise us?’. Students move round the stations in small groups until they have visited each stimulus

One person from each group feeds back the information on the paper to summarise how the whole class thought that piece of media could potentially socialise individuals. Discuss the ideas and be ready to fill in with any other ideas that they may have missed e.g. the role of media role models
	See above

Carousel materials

Sugar paper and pens for recording student’s responses and thoughts to the stimuli
	See above

	
	Bring the class back to their usual places and tie what they have learnt together via a teacher led presentation/handout/textbook or Power Point. Check understanding with questions throughout

If time, continue with A3 poster  


	
	

	5  
Agents of Socialisation: Peers.
	Ask students to identify the key peer groups in their year – they may come up with such groups as ‘chavs’, ‘geeks’, ‘plastics’, ‘sports mad’, ‘losers’, ‘rebels’ etc. Try not to allow this to get personal.
Next get them to identify what the key norms and values are for each peer group. How do the various peer  groups get people to conform to these norms and values?  What happens if people don’t conform?  Include discussion of peer pressure and positive and negative sanctions here  

Consolidate learning with teacher led presentation/handout/textbook or Power Point

If time, continue with A3 poster
	See above
	See above
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	Suggested teaching time
	7 hours
	Topic
	Section B: Socialisation

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	6  
Agents of Socialisation: Education.
	Ask students to all get their timetables out and to write down all the subjects they study in school. Next to each subject they have to write what they earn in that subject. Use this as a starter to ask students what they learn in school. Emphasise that this is the formal curriculum and is actually only the tip of the iceberg as most of their learning will not be done via subject areas  

Discuss what else is learnt as part of the socialisation process in education – expect answers such as gender roles, manners, respect, hierarchy, social order, punctuality, how to control boredom etc. How are they taught this?  Introduce the concept of the informal (hidden) curriculum to them  

Present students with a variety of different sources for analysis – they need to decide how the sources could potentially socialise students. Have things like primary school reading books, textbooks, school rules, generic school posters, uniform etc to hand if possible
	See above

Resources for the analysis task
	See above

	
	Students to write a report of how education socialises them into society’s norms, values and expectations with reference to both the formal and the hidden curriculum

If time, continue with A3 poster
	
	

	7  
Agents of Socialisation: Workplace.
	Give students a series of images of people in different types of jobs in society e.g. a teacher, business person, police officer, mechanic, cleaner etc. Ask them what the main expectations are in each job for a variety of different categories such as clothing, language, hours, role, behaviour etc. This would probably work best if completed in small groups to facilitate discussion. Feedback and discuss as a class

How are the people in each job socialised into the job’s norms and values as identified in the previous task?  Make sure both formal and informal mechanisms are referred to here. Why do people typically conform in the workplace?  What would happen if they didn’t?  

If time, continue with A3 poster

Complete A3 poster with labels, written information and images for homework
	See above

Images of people in different jobs
	See above

Posters would make a really good classroom display

If you have the contacts another option here would be to invite people from different jobs into the classroom to speak to students about the expectations in their workplace and for students to be able to question them about how they are socialised


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B671: Sociology Basics

	Suggested teaching time
	6 hours
	Topic
	Section B: Identity

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	1  
Gender Identity: how we learn our gender identity through the socialisation and social control process.
	Discussion questions such as the ones in the Heinemann textbook (p. ??) to get students thinking about gender related issues

Teacher led presentation of what gender identity is and how it’s constructed via the agents of socialisation (family, peers, mass media, education and workplace)

Students discuss ideas about how each of the agents can help to construct  a person’s gender identity

Move the focus of the discussion onto social control and how this feeds into our gender identities. Consider specific methods of social control here and how and why they would be influential. A useful activity focusing on these issues can be found in the Heinemann textbook (p. ??)
	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text for notes and activities to introduce the topic of gender identity to students
	


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B671: Sociology Basics

	Suggested teaching time
	6 hours
	Topic
	Section B: Identity

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	2-3  
Gender Identity: the role of the agents of socialisation and social control in maintaining and reinforcing gender identities.
	Teacher divides class into 5 groups and gives each group an agent to work with – they will be teaching the rest of the class about this agent’s role in a person’s gender identity

Give students class preparation time to get familiar with their material and to decide how they are going to present this to their peers. Encourage them to incorporate active teaching methods and resources for other students to take away into their mini lessons

Homework: students continue preparation for teaching their lesson

Each group delivers their lesson to the rest of the class, with teacher input re checking understanding and questions and answers. This can be via whatever means you feel is most appropriate  e.g. a chalk and talk lesson ; a pod cast ; a filmed in advance TV News report etc

Homework: set students recall style questions on what has been presented to them in order that they review and revisit the essential material  


	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text contains student friendly text and activities that your students should find helpful for their own lesson preparation
	Ensure that both socialisation and social control are covered and referred to in these student presentations on gender identity

Students should all have a pack of resources after these presentations for their folders and later revision – these could also be put onto your departmental website for online student access


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B671: Sociology Basics

	Suggested teaching time
	6 hours
	Topic
	Section B: Identity

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	4  
Stereotypes: stereotypical assumptions about the nature of men and women; femininity and masculinity.
	Read out a pre-prepared list of words (aprox 10 : caring, powerful etc) to students who have to decide whether they are more likely to associate that word with males or females. Discuss answers as a class

Teacher led presentation of what we mean by stereotypes, femininity and masculinity and how these change over time and between different society’s and cultures

Teacher provides media materials for the class who are instructed to work in small groups to find as many examples as they can of gender stereotypes and to present their findings as a collage poster (including visual images, labels and written explanations)
	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text contains useful notes and activities as reference points for this topic

Giving each student a laminated ‘male’ and ‘female’ card to hold up in response to each word works well, as does having individual student mini whiteboards for this kind of task

Media materials for the collage task
	

	5  
Femininity and Masculinity: attributes, behaviour, characteristics ; examples; changes over time.
	Following on from what they did last lesson, students are now going to explore the concepts of masculinity and femininity in more detail. Teacher led presentation of key ideas here, including some relevant research findings pitched at an appropriate level for GCSE students


	The OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text for text and activity ideas


	With your more able students you may wish to introduce the notion of Postmodernism during this topic area and also the idea that in a consumer society you can almost buy your gender identity.

	
	Students identify those attributes, behaviours and characteristics that they associate with femininity and masculinity and teacher uses this as a starting point to discuss the idea of there being many different versions of femininity and masculinity. Discuss also why this is the case today. Encourage students to use examples (either from their own experiences or the media) to substantiate the points they are making here

Activity such as that in the Heinemann textbook (p. ??) to illustrate that males can be feminine and females can be masculine etc – a series of well chosen images would work well here e.g. of a female body builder, male transvestite, male nurse, female mechanic etc
	Use the internet or A Level textbooks such as ‘AS Sociology for OCR’, Waugh et al, Heinemann (2008) to check out the work of sociologists such as Sue Sharpe, Sue Lees, Angela McRobbie, Bob Connell, Sean Nixon and Gary Whannel on femininity and masculinity

Images for the discussion of masculinity and femininity
	

	6  
Review and Assessment.
	Teacher led review of the ‘Sociology Basics’ unit of study to remind students of the five different components of the specification and the key terms and concepts that they will need for the examination  

Homework or class test: either exam style questions or more knowledge based questions to assess student learning
	OCR website (www.ocr.org.uk) for SAMS 

OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann text for possible assessment questions and exam cafe
	The more familiar students are with the requirements of the ‘Sociology Basics’ exam form the start of the course, the better


OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B671: Sociology Basics
Roles, Multiple Roles and Role Conflict

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.

Learning Objectives for the Lesson
	Objective 1
	For students to understand what is meant by a person’s ‘role’ and be able to give both personal and sociological examples of this.

	Objective 2
	For students to be clear that nobody plays just one role in their lifetime, in other words that we all have ‘multiple roles’ and be able to give both personal and sociological examples of these.

	Objective 3
	For the concept of ‘role conflict’ to be introduced to students and for them to be able to recognise how and why this may happen in a person’s life.

	Objective 4
	For student’s to explore how ‘role conflict’ can be resolved and which agents of socialisation have the most influence over different people and why.


Recap of Previous Experience and Prior Knowledge
It is presumed that ‘Sociology Basics’ is the first unit of study taught to students and that prior to this lesson they have had approximately 20 lessons in Sociology. At this point in the course students should be well informed about research methodologies and beginning to learn about key sociological concepts. Alternatively, teachers may wish to begin their teaching of the unit with the key concepts, in which case this lesson would be taught as approximately the students 5th lesson.

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Recap and review work from last lesson on status (both ascribed and achieved), leading into a teacher presentation on how this links to the roles that we play in society and what we mean by a role.

	5 minutes
	Using yourself as an example, get your students to decide what roles you play in society – do as a whole class on the board.

	5-10 minutes
	Students now repeat the exercise individually for themselves – either give them a simple cut out of a jelly baby person to record their thoughts onto or let them design a quick cartoon representation of themselves for this exercise instead.


	Time
	Content

	15 minutes
	Use what they’ve done above as a way into presenting the concepts of multiple roles and role conflict. Ask them a series of questions to get them thinking here:

 – how do you manage to play more than one role in a typical day?  Don’t you get confused?  Do you behave the same in each of these roles?  Why or why not?  How do you know how to behave in each role?  In what kind of situations do you find yourself in role conflict?  How do you deal with this?  Have you experienced any role conflict today/yesterday?  What happened?  Any issues of power/status here at all?  Discuss and students make notes.

	10 minutes
	Play the ‘role game’. Using pre-prepared role cards put students into small groups. They have to perform a scene to the rest of the class to illustrate the role that is written on the card and everyone else has to guess what is being acted out. Keep score – the winners are the team who end up with most points (for a bit more competition add the rule that any incorrect guesses mean that team loses a point)  Keep the roles simple – mother, boss, and student, The Queen etc – for this to go as smoothly as possible.


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Individually students complete a pre-prepared mix n match or true/false exercise that tests their understanding and recall of the key ideas learnt during today’s lesson. Once completed, go through the answers as a class, clear up any issues and get students to add the correct answers into their books or folders.

	10 minutes
	Use the remaining time in the lesson to set up a practical research based homework task, such as the one in the OCR GCSE Sociology Heinemann textbook, with your students. 
Give them three different scenarios whereby they have to take on the role of someone else and record reactions e.g. to act the role of a teacher to their friends and see what happens. They should complete each piece of research for 5 minutes and then debrief participants on what’s been happening and why. Get students to write up their findings as a formal report for assessment, encouraging them to use and apply all of the sociological terms and concepts that they have met during the course so far.


= Innovative Teaching Idea


This icon is used to highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.





= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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