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Introduction

Background

Following a review of 14 – 19 education and the Secondary Curriculum Review, the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) has revised the subject criteria for GCSEs, for first teaching in September 2009. This applies to all awarding bodies.

The new GCSEs have more up-to-date content and encourage the development of personal, learning and thinking skills in your students.

We’ve taken this opportunity to redevelop all our GCSEs, to ensure they meet your requirements. These changes will give you greater control of assessment activities and make the assessment process more manageable for you and your students. Controlled assessment will be introduced for most subjects. 
OCR has produced a summary brochure, which summarises the changes to Sociology. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced these Schemes of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Sociology. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

OCR involves teachers in the development of new support materials to capture current teaching practices tailored to our new specifications. These support materials are designed to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	1
Starting research and revising research methods

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Starting research – the topic, hypothesis and aims.


	Relate this to the topic for the year e.g. MEDIA in 2013. Ask students to think about why this might be an important issue to research and suggest a range of areas it could be related to. This could be presented as a spider diagram

Students should clarify their understanding of a hypothesis and how this is different from a question or broad area of investigation. They could be asked to select the hypotheses from a list which includes some hypotheses and other inaccurate responses

Students should clarify their understanding of an aim as drawn from, and linked to, a hypothesis.  They could be given 4 hypotheses, written on laminated cards, and asked to match up 4 appropriate aims to each, also shown individually on cards. Some inaccurate aims could be included
	Notes used earlier for unit B671

Worksheet/grid with a list of statements, questions and broad investigations and columns for students to indicate whether or not each is a hypothesis

Cards with hypotheses and aims written on


	The topics for the years are listed in the specification. 
Aims should be clear, simple and straightforward  




	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	1
Starting research and revising research methods

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Primary methods

Secondary sources


	Students should clarify understanding of questionnaires, different types of observation and interviews, and content analysis. Students could be given the methods and a set of definitions to match accurately to the method

There needs to be understanding that some methods are more appropriate to some areas of study than others. Using the 4 hypothesis and sets of aims studied earlier, students could be asked to match an appropriate method (this could be done in groups). Students should be able to explain why a method is appropriate  

Students need to clarify understanding of secondary sources. The last activity could be repeated using appropriate secondary sources. Finally, the group could produce a poster showing the topic, hypothesis, aims, primary methods and secondary sources as the stages of research 
	Notes used earlier for Unit B671

Cards with methods and definitions written on

Notes used for unit B671

Large sheets of paper and felt tip pens


	At this stage there could be revision of the strengths and weaknesses of the methods but this could also be addressed later in the evaluation

Students should be able to justify methods selected in relation to the aims as well as the topic

If more than 4 groups, there could be more hypotheses and the methods could be broken down e.g. into the different types of observation and interviews




	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	1
Starting research and revising research methods

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note
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Different types of data


	Students need to be clear about the difference between quantitative and qualitative data. They could add labels to their posters to show the type of data produced from the methods and sources they have identified as appropriate

Students could collect one example of each of the secondary sources as related to the topic for the year 

	www.statistics.gov.uk
A range of magazines and newspapers

List of sociologists who have researched the topic

Internet blogs 


	Most of the examples could be collected from the internet

Students should be encouraged to think about how appropriate each source is


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	2
Revising research design and sampling

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Designing research tools

Pilot studies

Sampling


	Students need to revise design issues for tools such as questionnaires, interview questions, observation schedules and grids for recording content analysis  

They need to be aware of poorly worded questions, leading questions etc. They should study poor questions and consider ways the design could be improved, using a worksheet prepared by the teacher

Students need to clarify understanding of the nature and purpose of pilot studies

Students should clarify their understanding of sampling, sample frame and target population (explain these terms)

Students should clarify understanding of stratified, snowball, random and systematic types of sampling (explain these terms)
	Notes used for unit B671

Worksheet with poor questions for students to re-design

Notes used for unit B671

Notes used earlier for unit B671


	Students need to be aware of the type of data which will be produced by the different methods or types of questions such as a comparison of open and closed questions 

The effects on validity and reliability of different methods and design should always be a consideration and should be understood by students

Students should be aware of the ways researchers could design research or make changes to avoid possible problems                                                                                                                                                    




	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	2
Revising research design and sampling

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Representation


	Students should clarify understanding about composition of a sample according to the social factors of the target population

Students should clarify understanding of a sample as needing to be representative of the target population. They should remember the possible factors affecting this through C A S T L E (class, age, sex, time, location, ethnicity). To encourage this, students should be given large sheets of paper and work in groups or pairs to represent this as a poster

Students should be clear about sample size and the need for a researcher to select a sampling type which is appropriate. Give a set of target populations related to the topic for the year, students then identify an appropriate sample frame and select and justify sampling techniques which could be used to select a sample
	Notes used earlier for Unit B671

Large sheets of paper and felt tip pens

Worksheet with a set of target populations
	Posters mounted on the wall of the teaching room provide a continuous reminder




	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	1 hour
	Topic
	3
Revision of ethical issues in research

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Researcher responsibilities


	Students need to clarify their understanding of the responsibilities of the researcher to maintain the safety of themselves and their respondents


	Notes used for Unit 1

Videos such as McIntyre Undercover – infiltration of the ‘Chelsea Head-hunters’

Published research such as James Patrick’s study of a Glasgow gang  


	Raises issues of the physical safety of the researcher and also the involvement of the researcher in illegal acts

Information on this is easily available, in suitably simple forms on the internet i.e. short and in accessible language and power point

Both of the above resources can be used to study covert participant observation

	Consent of participants and confidentiality


	Students need to revise issues around consent and deception and ways confidentiality can be maintained


	Humphrey’s study, ‘Tearoom Trade’  


	This study (and his follow-up research) demonstrates unethical activities with regard to deception and use of confidential information which could have led to the harm of participants

This research also demonstrates observation using an observation schedule and the problems of finding a role in the group 


1

	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	1 hour
	Topic
	3
Revision of ethical issues in research

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Competence of researcher and topic investigated.


	Students need to clarify understanding of topics unsuitable for research, those which should be researched using secondary data only and those which should only be undertaken by well experienced researchers


	This could be done effectively by discussion or question and answer sessions in class and students noting examples of unethical research


	Students should be aware of the context of the research e.g. a primary study of serious health issues or suicide by a researcher employed by the health service would be acceptable but a teenager studying this for a school project may not be. Students need to note the context of the pre-release material 

Students need to understand why some activities are unethical    

Students should be aware of ways that sociologists can plan or amend research to avoid problems


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	3 hours
	Topic
	4
Interpreting results, drawing and using conclusions - revision

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note
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Interpreting evidence


	Students should revise the interpretation of quantitative and qualitative data as studied in Unit B671. They will need to practice using both types of data from both primary methods and secondary sources


	Students could use the examples as suggested for collection in Topic 1 of this scheme for Unit B671. This may include government statistics (e.g. league tables), other statistical data (e.g. from a charity), newspaper articles, published studies, case studies, historical documents etc


	Students should be familiar with data produced from all the methods and sources identified in the specification

Students will be introduced to a range of material, used as evidence, in the topics studied for Unit B672. They should always be aware of the need to understand the data and what it is telling the researcher about behaviour and society

	
	Students should be encouraged to work practically and should  conduct interviews, observations and surveys etc. to discover for themselves the strengths and weaknesses of the different methods


	Any primary data collected by the students should be interpreted  


	Students must be familiar with both quantitative and qualitative data. They should be able to recognise patterns/ trends of behaviour and able to make generalisations. They should also be able to interpret qualitative data and identify what in-depth data tells the researcher about behaviour


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	3 hours
	Topic
	4
Interpreting results, drawing and using conclusions - revision

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	
	Data for interpretation could be generated quickly and easily from the class if a simple questionnaire on any topic of interest to the students was carried out. The results could be compiled and recorded as a teacher directed class exercise. The questionnaire could be designed by the teacher, taken from a teen magazine or from a published research study or the census
	

	Drawing conclusions from data collected


	Students must be able to interpret data from a variety of forms such as pie charts, bar charts, graphs and tables and identify patterns of behaviour and how these change across different variables. They should be given diagrams to practise this skill


	Data on a wide variety of appropriate topics, in diagram form, is easily available from the internet. This could be made relevant to the topics studied in Unit B672

This should be used to construct worksheets with diagrams and questions about them 
	


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	3 hours
	Topic
	4
Interpreting results, drawing and using conclusions - revision

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Using conclusions to prove or disprove a hypothesis


	Students should be asked to relate a series of generalisations and observations about behaviour to hypotheses. They should be able to recognize whether the evidence helps to prove or disprove the hypothesis. They could also practice working backwards and identifying a possible hypothesis from the evidence
	Worksheet which includes conclusions to match to hypotheses. This should show some hypotheses as proven, some unproven and others which are only partially proven
	If time is short, this could be constructed as a true/false format  


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	2 hours
	Topic
	5
Evaluating and developing research - revision

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Clear and researchable hypotheses and aims

Strengths and weaknesses of methods and sources

Strengths and weaknesses of different types of data

Strengths and weaknesses of sampling methods

Ethical problems

Researcher bias


	Students need to revise their knowledge and understanding of all aspects of research; where there are strengths and weaknesses in the techniques used


	Notes used and activities undertaken in Unit B671 and Unit B673 and any research or evidence e.g. published studies, studied in the topics in Unit B672


	At all stages of research and in all the techniques used by sociologists, students should have an understanding (at a level appropriate to GCSE), of the extent to which there is validity and reliability and should be familiar with these terms

Students should have an understanding of triangulation and how weakness in one technique can be compensated by strengths in another. Also how the collection of both quantitative and qualitative data can give a better understanding of behaviour

	Making changes to improve research


	Students should revise their knowledge and understanding of all aspects of research with a focus on being able to recognise the points in research when changing or adding to the work will lead to improvement e.g. pilot studies. They could record these points as a revision exercise
	Notes used and activities undertaken in Unit B671 and Unit B673


	


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	2 hours
	Topic
	5
Evaluating and developing research - revision

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Developing research to gain a wider understanding of behaviour


	Students can be asked to identify ways a researcher could find out more about or gain a better understanding of people’s behaviour with regard to the topic being studied. They could work in groups or pairs, studying a piece of research and producing a spider diagram to show these ways
	The research pieces studied could be found from the internet from charities such as Barnardos who carry out many studies, or pressure groups such as pro smoking groups or they could be teacher created outlines of research 
	Knowledge of the topic is not necessary. Students should be able to recognize where sources and methods could be widened, samples could be extended in size, range of respondents in terms of class/gender/age/ethnicity/sub-culture etc. Location of respondents could be broadened or the study could be made more up to date etc


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	2 hours
	Topic
	6
Pre-release material – topic, hypothesis and aims

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Identifying the hypotheses


	Students should identify and highlight any hypotheses within the 2 investigations which make up the pre-release material
	Individual copies of the pre-release material

Highlighter pens
	Students will need to understand a hypothesis is not a question or ‘investigation into….’ and be aware of possible weaknesses in the material

	Identifying the aims


	Students should identify and highlight any aims within the 2 investigations which make up the pre-release material. They should make a key to explain the different colours used to highlight

Ask students to identify and write any alternative hypotheses or aims which could be used for the research investigations. They could present their ideas to the class as a way of checking accuracy and clarity and justification for their choices
	Notebook or file to record the work done on the pre-release material


	Students will need to recognise poorly written aims or those that are too broad 

Check the hypothesis is a statement and aims are simple and clear. Both should relate to the topic being studied and students should look at the results and conclusions to see if there is evidence which would fit with the new aims devised


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	2 hours
	Topic
	6
Pre-release material – topic, hypothesis and aims

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Understanding and justifying the focus of study in the material.


	Ask students to consider why this may be an important area to study. They should develop awareness of the ways different parts of society inter-relate and show this on a mind map
	Paper and pens to draw a mind map
	It is not necessary that students study the topic (e.g. in unit 2) but they should have an understanding of how one part of society can influence another or that social problems exist and need researching. This should help with understanding the forming of aims and hypotheses and also with considering the further development of the research


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	9 hours
	Topic
	7
Pre-release material – primary methods and techniques, sampling 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Identifying primary methods and techniques used


	Students should identify and highlight the primary methods used for the 2 investigations which make up the pre-release material. They should add the colour used to the key to explain the different colours used to highlight
	Copy of pre-release material and highlighter pens


	If preferred, this could be done after revision of primary methods and before the next stage of revision rather than all the revision being completed before study of the pre-release material

	
	Students should identify the techniques used for the primary methods and their type e.g. interviews which were unstructured, questions which were closed etc


	Notebook or file as suggested earlier. Teachers could produce a worksheet which, when completed, will be a summary sheet of all the methods, sources, techniques and main issues identified from working through the pre-release material
	They should be able to recognise the data produced by the methods as either quantitative or qualitative



	Studying the use of the methods and design of the techniques and evaluate them.


	Students should study the design and use of the methods e.g. questionnaire/questions asked/ observation plan etc. They should be aware of any strengths and weaknesses of the techniques or any part of the techniques
	
	They need to be able to evaluate all the methods and techniques used in the pre-release material and consider whether they would produce valid and reliable data

	
	Students could work in groups and try out the methods e.g. give out several copies of the questionnaire/try out the content analysis or observation to see if they produce useful results
	Duplicated copies of methods e.g.  questionnaires/ interview questions etc. where needed
	Practical work may provide a clearer understanding and also ensure that students are familiar with the pre-release material

	
	
	
	They should consider all the primary methods (and their different types) identified in the specification and revised earlier

	Identifying alternative primary methods


	Ask students to identify and write any alternative methods which could be used for the research studies. They will need to explain why they think their chosen method(s) would be appropriate 
	Notebook or file (or worksheet as noted above)


	Students could be encouraged to consider and evaluate each other’s ideas



	
	They could work in groups and present their ideas to the class as a way of checking accuracy and clarity and justification for their choices
	PowerPoint or materials to make posters or handouts
	To ensure the suitability of each method they must relate back to the topic, hypothesis and aims

	Pilot study


	Ask students to identify any use of pilot studies in the 2 investigations. Highlight these and add to the key. If present, they should identify how the pilot study was used in the designing of the techniques
	Copy of pre-release material and highlighter pens
	After studying the use of the methods and techniques, students should be able to evaluate how useful the pilot study was. They should be able to explain whether a pilot study (if not used in the investigations) might have been useful and how this could be designed


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	9 hours
	Topic
	7
Pre-release material – primary methods and techniques, sampling 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Sampling


	Ask students to identify any use of sampling types in the 2 investigations. Highlight these on the pre-release material and add to the key 


	Copy of pre-release material and highlighter pens
	There may be sampling but without the types being named. This might be addressed only simply e.g. I chose 2 teachers to interview, or might be a detailed account of the sample frame and explanation of the named technique used 

	
	Students should identify and explain the sample frame and types of sampling used e.g. random, snowball etc
	File or notebook as noted above
	These might be clear and named, clear but un-named or could be un-clear or ambiguous e.g. randomly choosing friends to give out questionnaires to grandparents

	Evaluating the sampling


	Students should study the design and use of the sampling type. They should be aware of any strengths and weaknesses of the techniques or any part of the techniques used and whether this would produce a balanced and representative sample. This might be best tackled with a didactic approach in class 
	Class discussion
	Evaluation of the sampling should consider the target population of the research and this should be identified when studying the pre-release material with the students. They should also be aware of how problems with the sample could affect validity and reliability


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	9 hours
	Topic
	7
Pre-release material – primary methods and techniques, sampling 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	Ask students to identify and design any alternative (or initial) ways to select samples for the research investigations. They will need to explain why they think their chosen techniques would be appropriate and how they would produce representative samples. These could be drawn as flow diagrams which start with the target population and show the composition of the sample divided into characteristics such as class, age etc. (as appropriate)
	File or notebook as noted earlier; or, materials to produce posters
	Students should be aware that small samples used to conduct unstructured interviews would be unlikely to be representative but they should think about how the interviewees could be chosen

In the case of content analysis of media material, students should think about the number and choice of publications or broadcasts to be sampled

Students could consider whether the sampling techniques, which could be applied to any of the alternative methods identified earlier, are suitable for the investigations

This could be done after the revision of sampling methods if preferred


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	5 hours
	Topic
	8
Pre-release material – secondary sources 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Secondary sources
	Students should identify and highlight the secondary sources used for the 2 investigations which make up the pre-release material. They should add the colour used to the key to explain the different colours used to highlight
	Copy of pre-release material and highlighter pens
	They should be able to recognise the data produced by the sources as either quantitative or qualitative

	
	Students should identify the type of secondary source e.g. as official or non-official statistics, media material etc
	File or notebook as used earlier
	

	
	Students should be asked to think about the suitability of the sources (in relation to the topic, aims and hypothesis) and they should be aware of any strengths and weaknesses of the source or any part of the source  
	Didactic discussion in class recorded in notes or file. This could also form part of a worksheet noted earlier
	They need to be able to evaluate all the secondary sources used in the pre-release material and consider whether they would produce valid and reliable data

	
	Students could work in groups and research the sources themselves (where possible) e.g. find the piece of published research or official statistics etc on the internet to consider their suitability
	Internet, publications such as social trends, newspapers etc. (as appropriate). They could combine this with finding alternatives (refer below)
	Practical work may provide a clearer understanding and also ensure that students are familiar with the pre-release material

They should consider all the secondary sources identified in the specification and revised earlier


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	5 hours
	Topic
	8
Pre-release material – secondary sources 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	Ask students to identify and find any alternative sources which could be used for the research investigations. They will need to explain why they think their chosen sources would be appropriate
	
	They must relate hypothesis and aims back to the topic to ensure the suitability of each source

	
	They could work in groups and present their ideas to the class as a way of checking accuracy and clarity and justification for their choices
	Power point or materials to make posters or handouts
	Students could be encouraged to consider and evaluate each other’s ideas


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	3 hours
	Topic
	9
Pre-release material – interpreting results, drawing and using conclusions 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Interpreting results


	Students should identify results from both primary methods and secondary sources and record the line numbers for reference

Students should gain practice in interpreting results by completing a teacher produced worksheet with questions about the data in the 2 investigations

Students should list the primary and secondary results for Investigation 1 and produce a table to show the type of data and any generalisations or broad findings which could be made from each result 

Students should list the primary and secondary results for Investigation 2 and produce a table to show the type of data and any generalisations or broad findings which could be made from each result
	Copy of pre-release material used earlier

File or notebook referred to earlier

Teacher produced worksheet

A table outline could be produced by the teacher, for students to complete, if time is short


	Students should be able to identify the data as either qualitative or quantitative

Students will need to develop the skills needed to interpret a range of types of data e.g. tables, bar charts as well as written results. They might need to be able to select simple information from data, identify patterns, trends (from quantitative data) or draw out findings from qualitative data 



	Drawing conclusions


	For each investigation, students should identify and record any results which contradict each other
	File or notebook referred to earlier
	


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	3 hours
	Topic
	9
Pre-release material – interpreting results, drawing and using conclusions 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Relating to aims and hypotheses


	For each investigation, students should use the results to draw their own conclusions about the topic being investigated
	
	The investigations may include a conclusion. Students should be able to recognise whether the conclusion is accurately drawn from the data shown

	Proving the hypothesis

Evaluating the data
	Students should list the hypothesis (if present) and aims for each investigation and identify any results which help to support them and any which do not. This could be done by using teacher prepared cards for students to match up

From the results and conclusions made, students should decide for each investigation, whether the hypothesis has been proven. If not, they should identify an amended or alternative hypothesis which would be more suitable for the investigation
	Sets of laminated cards with the hypotheses and aims of each investigation and the results from the data for each investigation
	They can refer back to earlier work on hypotheses and aims (topic 6) as identifying the hypotheses and aims was done earlier

A more teacher led approach may be needed here as some students may find it difficult initially to make the connections between the aims/hypotheses and the results/conclusions

	
	Students should identify the advantages of the data in helping to meet the aims and prove the hypothesis and any disadvantages of it
	
	Students should be able to identify whether the data is valid and reliable. This part of the work is difficult and the more able students may find it more accessible and easier to gain the AO3 marks for evaluation


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	2 hours
	Topic
	10
Pre-release material – objectivity and ethical issues, material overall 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Objectivity and researcher bias


	Students should identify and highlight any part of the pre-release material which shows how the researcher has avoided bias. They should also highlight any part which shows bias occurring. They should add this to their key

This could be followed by a short essay style assignment to evaluate how far the investigations are objective
	Copy of pre-release material and highlighter pens
	More able candidates might consider the less obvious areas such as having a hypothesis and designing questions is in itself a lack of objectivity. Most candidates are likely to use more obvious pointers stated directly in the text

	Ethics


	Students should identify and highlight any part of the pre-release material which shows how the researcher has considered ethical factors. They should also highlight any part which shows unethical behaviour occurring. They should add this to their key

This could be followed by a short essay style assignment to evaluate how far the investigations are ethical
	Copy of pre-release material and highlighter pens
	Consideration should be given to all parts of the investigations including the suitability of the topic as an area of study for the type of researcher identified at the start of the investigation


	OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques

	Suggested teaching time
	2 hours
	Topic
	10
Pre-release material – objectivity and ethical issues, material overall 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Overall evaluation and comparison


	Students will need to be aware of the need to evaluate and compare throughout the work on the investigations
	
	In studying the pre-release material, candidates should be encouraged to evaluate all parts. They should also be aware of aspects of the 2 investigations which have similarities and those which have differences. This would facilitate comparison of the 2 investigations. Students should also have an understanding of how the research could be developed further e.g. By extending the sample, increasing the range of methods and sources, broadening the types of data collected etc


OCR GCSE Sociology Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques
Revising Primary Methods Related to Pre-release Material
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.

Learning Objectives for the Lesson
	Objective 1
	Students to understand which primary methods are used in the pre-release investigations.

	Objective 2
	Students to be able to explain how the methods can be applied to gain data.

	Objective 3
	Students to evaluate primary methods through practical experience.


Recap of Previous Experience and Prior Knowledge
Revise the primary research methods undertaken for Unit B671. This should include questionnaires (open and closed questions), structured interviews, unstructured and semi-structured interviews, observation (covert and overt, participant and non-participant), content analysis. Also to include the type of data, quantitative or qualitative, produced from each method. This could be done as a competitive quiz or a co-operative activity using a crossword puzzle produced using ‘Hot Potatoes’ if available, or a matching activity with cards showing terms and definitions.

Content

	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	Re-cap activity as a quiz or activity with the class divided into an even number of small groups of equal size. Teacher clarifies. 

	5 minutes
	Groups identify and highlight on their own copies, the primary methods used in the 2 investigations in the pre-release material.

	15 minutes
	· Two methods are selected (3 if there are 6 groups). Each group should be allocated a method to apply (2 groups will have the same method).

· Students must work as a group to plan and design their application of the method e.g. 2 groups to separately prepare for an unstructured interview and 2 groups to prepare a questionnaire.

· They should decide on a topic to research, suitable for their peers e.g. To find out about the amount of freedom they are allowed by parents. (The teacher could prepare some topic areas for students to select from if preferred).

· The group should produce a set of questions / broad areas to focus an unstructured discussion on / questionnaire (as appropriate).

	15 minutes
	· Each individual in one group should carry out their research on an individual in a different group (a group not using the same method) and record the results.

· The above should be repeated with the respondents now the researchers.

	10 minutes
	· Each group should put together the findings and decide what went well and what was difficult or less successful about the method they applied.
· Each group, in turn, should report back verbally to the whole class.


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Teacher to summarize the advantages and disadvantages of each method used as identified by the students. Teacher questions students to check their understanding.

	
	Homework: students to write an account to explain the method, its application and an evaluation. 


= Innovative Teaching Idea


This icon is used to highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.





= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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