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Topic 1  Studying Society

Study Items A and B (below), and Item C (page 4).

Answer all questions that follow in the spaces provided.

Item A

0
8

Age

Age differences in children’s sense of well-being

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

Percentage (%)
of children who 
reported a
low sense of
well-being

9 10 11 12 13 14

Item B

Measuring children’s happiness and well-being

In 2009, Professor Nick Buck wanted to find out how happy children were with their lives and 
what was important to their overall well-being.  To do this he gave a questionnaire to a sample of 
2613 young people from the United Kingdom. 
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 1 From Item A, what is the trend in children’s low sense of well-being?  
(Tick the correct box.)

[1 mark]

 Decreasing with age 

 Increasing with age  

 Stable  

 2 From Item B, identify the research method used by Professor Nick Buck.  
[1 mark]

   
 ............................................................................................................................................

 3 Give one advantage and one disadvantage of using the research method referred to in 
Item B.  

[2 marks]

 Advantage  ........................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

 Disadvantage  ...................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

 4 Describe how psychologists may approach a study of childhood happiness and 
well-being differently from sociologists.

[4 marks]
   

 ............................................................................................................................................
   

 ............................................................................................................................................
   

 ............................................................................................................................................
   

 ............................................................................................................................................
   

 ............................................................................................................................................
   

 ............................................................................................................................................
   

 ............................................................................................................................................
   

 ............................................................................................................................................
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 Extra space  ........................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

Item C

Children’s worries about bullying

Being bullied at school and on social media are real concerns for many children 
in Britain.  ChildLine says it has seen a large increase in the number of children 
contacting it with concerns about online bullying.  It saw 4507 cases of cyberbullying 
in 2012–13, up from 2410 in 2011–12. 

Reacting to this, the Government has strengthened the powers schools need 
to tackle bullying.  It stated that every school must have sanctions as part of its 
behaviour policy to prevent bullying.  

 5 Study Item C.  Explain what sociologists mean by sanctions.
[4 marks]

   
 ............................................................................................................................................

   
 ............................................................................................................................................

   
 ............................................................................................................................................

   
 ............................................................................................................................................

   
 ............................................................................................................................................

   
 ............................................................................................................................................

   
 ............................................................................................................................................

   
 ............................................................................................................................................

 Extra space  ........................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
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 6 Explain one way in which sociological research might help the Government and/or 
schools design policies to reduce the number of children being bullied.

[4 marks]
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

 Extra space  ........................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

Turn over for the next question
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 You have been asked as a sociologist to investigate the extent of bullying in 
British schools.  

 7 Identify what sociologists mean by official statistics and explain why these may or 
may not be useful for your investigation.

[4 marks]
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

 Extra space  ........................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

 8 Identify one ethical issue that you may need to consider and explain how you could 
deal with this issue in your investigation.

[4 marks]
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

 Extra space  ........................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
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 9 Identify one primary research method that you might use and explain why it is better 
than another possible primary research method for your investigation.

[6 marks]
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

 Extra space  ........................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

____
30

Turn over for the next topic
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Topic 2  Education

Study Items D and E (below).

Answer all questions in Section 1 and one question from Section 2 in the spaces provided.

Item D

Academy schools

Academies are non-charging state schools which receive their funding directly from the 
Department for Education.  They have more freedom than other state schools over their 
finances, curriculum, length of terms and school days. 

The Government believes that academies will improve standards.  However, some academies 
have been accused of controlling admissions to improve results.  Critics of academies have 
also suggested that some of the companies which run them are more interested in taking over 
additional schools rather than improving their existing schools.

Item E

PISA tests: UK ranking in world education league tables

The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) is a worldwide study of 
15-year-old school pupils’ educational performance in mathematics, science, and reading. 
The PISA tests are taken by 500 000 secondary school pupils in 65 countries.  In the UK, more 
than 12 000 pupils took the PISA tests in 2012.  PISA tests have been used by governments to 
compare international standards.

UK ranking

Year Mathematics Science Reading

2000 9th 5th 8th

2006 24th 14th 17th

2009 28th 16th 25th

2012 26th 21st 23rd



9 Do not write 
outside the 

box

(09)
G/Jun15/41901

Turn over 

Section 1

10 From Item D, identify who funds academies.  (Tick the correct box.) 
[1 mark]

 Central Government 

 Local Authority  

 Parents  

11 From Item E, what position did the UK rank for mathematics in 2012?
[1 mark]

  
 ............................................................................................................................................

12 Identify two reasons why some parents may wish to establish a free school in their 
local area.

[2 marks]
  
 Reason 1  ...........................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  
 Reason 2  ...........................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

13 Explain what sociologists mean by the marketisation of education.
[4 marks]

  
 ............................................................................................................................................

  
 ............................................................................................................................................

  
 ............................................................................................................................................

  
 ............................................................................................................................................

  
 ............................................................................................................................................

  
 ............................................................................................................................................

  
 ............................................................................................................................................

  
 ............................................................................................................................................

 Extra space  ........................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
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14 Describe one characteristic of an independent school and explain why some 
sociologists may criticise or support the existence of independent schools. 

[5 marks]
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

 Extra space  ........................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

15 Describe one method used to educate pupils with special educational needs and 
explain the advantages of this method of education. 

[5 marks]
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

(10)
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 ............................................................................................................................................

 Extra space  ........................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

Turn over for the next section
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Section 2

Answer either Question 16 or Question 17.  You may find it helpful to refer to the Items on page 8.

16 Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the type of school pupils attend has a 
significant effect on their chances of educational success.

[12 marks]

17 Discuss how far sociologists would agree that educational reforms over the past 
30 years have led to improvements in the educational performance of all pupils.

[12 marks]

Write your answer to the question you have chosen on pages 12, 13 and, if needed, page 14.

Write the number of the question you have chosen in the box below, eg  1 6  .

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................
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...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................
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Extra space  ..........................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

____
30
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Turn over for the next topic
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Topic 3 Families

Study Items F and G (below).  

Answer all questions in Section 3 and one question from Section 4 in the spaces provided.

Item F

Number of household types in the UK in 2001 and 2010
(figures in millions)

Household type 2001 2010

One person 7.0 7.5

Married or cohabiting couples 14.2 14.6

Lone-parent families 2.4 2.8

Two or more unrelated adults           0.7 0.8

Multi-families 0.2 0.2

Item G

Changing relationships between parents and children

Some sociologists argue that modern-day relationships between parents and children are 
generally more child-centred, with the focus on the interests and needs of the child.  They also 
believe that relationships between parents and children are becoming less authoritarian.  
Parent-child relationships are emotionally closer and warmer.

However, sociologists Pryor and Trinder note that there are class differences in the relationships 
between parents and children.  Middle-class families are more likely than working-class families 
to consult their children and involve them in decision-making.
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Section 3

18 From Item F, what is the trend in one-person households between 2001 and 2010? 
(Tick the correct box.)

[1 mark]

 The number of one-person households is decreasing  

 The number of one-person households is increasing  

 The number of one-person households has stayed the same  

19 From Item G, parents of which social class have a more democratic relationship with 
their children?

[1 mark]
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

20 Identify two reasons for the increase in cohabitation over the past 20 years.
[2 marks]

  
 Reason 1  ...........................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  
 Reason 2  ...........................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

21 Explain what sociologists mean by a symmetrical family.
[4 marks]

  
 ............................................................................................................................................

  
 ............................................................................................................................................

  
 ............................................................................................................................................

  
 ............................................................................................................................................

  
 ............................................................................................................................................

  
 ............................................................................................................................................

  
 ............................................................................................................................................

  
 ............................................................................................................................................
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 Extra space  ........................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

22 Describe one characteristic of a cereal packet family and explain why some 
sociologists believe this does not represent the reality of family life in modern Britain.

[5 marks]
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

 Extra space  ........................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

23 Describe one way in which gender roles have changed within families and explain why 
this change has happened. 

[5 marks]
   

 ............................................................................................................................................
   

 ............................................................................................................................................
   

 ............................................................................................................................................
   

 ............................................................................................................................................
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 ............................................................................................................................................

   
 ............................................................................................................................................

   
 ............................................................................................................................................

   
 ............................................................................................................................................

   
 ............................................................................................................................................

   
 ............................................................................................................................................

 Extra space  ........................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................
  

 ............................................................................................................................................

Turn over for the next section



20 Do not write 
outside the 

box

G/Jun15/41901
(20)

Section 4

Answer either Question 24 or Question 25.  You may find it helpful to refer to the Items on page 16.

24 Discuss how far sociologists would agree that there is no longer a typical family in 
Britain.

[12 marks]

25 Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the modern family has become more 
child-centred.

[12 marks]

Write your answer to the question you have chosen on pages 20, 21 and, if needed, page 22.

Write the number of the question you have chosen in the box below, eg  2 4  .

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................
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...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................
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Extra space  ..........................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

____
30
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There are no questions printed on this page

DO  NOT  WRITE  ON  THIS  PAGE
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There are no questions printed on this page

DO  NOT  WRITE  ON  THIS  PAGE
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