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Introduction
This paper included a range of question styles including multiple choice, missing words, 
short answer and longer 6-mark questions. The longer questions were designed to test 
candidates' ability to write and communicate scientific ideas and tested their quality of 
written communication.

Areas of unit three that were covered included behaviour, pest resistance, reproduction, 
the kidney, human evolution, food production and the global population. Many areas of the 
specification were addressed well by candidates, however there are still some that require 
more thought and deeper learning in order to be able to access the full range of marks 
available.

This report identifies areas of strength and weakness shown by the majority of candidates, 
and also tries to highlight possible misconceptions that could be addressed by both teachers 
and pupils as an aid to teaching and revision in preparation for forthcoming examinations.
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Question 1 (a) (i)
This question tested observation skills and almost all candidates successfully filled in the 
correct value from the table.
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Question 1 (a) (ii)
In this question, candidates were asked to describe the behaviour shown in the table. Most 
students did this well, with information given about the specific colour preference. Quite a 
few students gave more generalised descriptions where no colours were referred to. Several 
students attempted to explain the results and so scored zero.

This candidate has given a simple description of the 
results of the investigation but has not identified 
specific colours and has not included any figures. 
They would have scored 1 mark for this answer.

Examiner Comments

In this response, the candidate has started to explain 
the reason for a preference but has not described the 
results. This therefore scores no marks.

Examiner Comments

When a question includes data in the form of a table 
or graph and it asks for a description, it is always a 
good idea to add a reference to the figures as part of 
the description.

Examiner Tip

Always read the stem of the question 
very carefully. Look out for the command 
words such as 'describe' and 'explain'.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has described the data, with reference 
to specific spots and with some use of data. This 
would score full marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (a) (iv)
The majority of candidates correctly suggested that the new gull with a red spot would 
attract more pecks. A surprising number thought that this gull would be treated differently 
because it was plastic - missing the fact that all of the gull heads were plastic as stated in 
the introduction to the question.

Here a simple description of how the results might 
be affected (i.e. more pecks) was sufficient for the 
mark, although some went on to give a reason.

Examiner Comments

Quite a few candidates assumed that because the 
gull was plastic it would be treated differently to 
the other test gulls (which were also plastic, as 
stated in the stem of the question).

Examiner Comments

Ensure you read the stem of the question 
carefully. The information given at the 
very start of a question may well apply 
to all later parts of that question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b)
This question asked students to suggest reasons for particular behaviour shown by gulls, 
namely the stealing of food from people on beaches. Most candidates scored at least one on 
this question for identifying that the gulls had a need for food (to feed young, for example). 
Fewer candidates linked this with the type of behaviour, with some referring back to the 
innate behaviour shown by the chicks in the previous question.

A typical response for 1 mark - here the need for 
the food has been identified but no reason for the 
behaviour is mentioned in terms of learning or 
habituation to humans.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (a) (i)
This was one of the calculation questions on the paper in which candidates were asked 
to work out a simple percentage value. It was answered well by the vast majority of 
candidates, but there were a few who found mathematical calculation challenging. In this 
case, merely selecting the correct numbers from the table was sufficient to gain one of 
the two marks, highlighting the importance of including working when answering these 
questions.

A typical answer, showing working.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (a) (ii)
Most candidates answered this question correctly, with a reference to the low number of 
potatoes affected by the disease.

Question 2 (a) (iii)
Most candidates understood why the farmer might select the potato that was more prone to 
disease (with greater yield), but a few candidates made reference to the cost of buying or 
growing the potatoes.

Question 2 (c)
This question asked candidates to give a reason for the differences in pest damage seen in 
the two varieties - a simple reference to the specification statement on plant defence against 
disease. A large number of candidates referred to the immune system - with answers that 
included antibodies and lymphocytes. Some interesting answers included reference to 
different soil type or growing conditions, but as the stem of the question stated that the two 
varieties were grown in the same area, these answers could not be accepted.



GCSE Biology 5BI3F 01 11

Question 2 (d)
Here, moving on from the production of potatoes as a food source and fungal diseases, 
candidates were asked for one advantage of using mycoprotein as a food source. Some 
candidates identified the nutritional benefits of mycoprotein while others chose the flexibility 
in growth using fermentors as the benefits. A small number of candidates assumed that the 
mycoprotein was in some way related to the powdery scab disease.

The candidate has confused the mycobacterium with some 
aspect of the disease in the previous part of the question.

Examiner Comments

Here the candidate has given a reasonable nutritional characteristic together with a health benefit.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (b)
This question on reproduction asked students to identify the reaction that takes place at 
the cell membrane immediately after one sperm cell has entered. Most students gained one 
mark for referring to blocking the entry of a second sperm, but far fewer went on to mention 
that this was caused by changes in the cell membrane.

In this case the candidate has mentioned changes 
to the cell membrane and also the fact that this 
prevents further sperm from entering.

Examiner Comments

No reference is made to blocking other sperm or changes 
to the membrane so no marks could be scored here.

Examiner Comments



GCSE Biology 5BI3F 01 13

Question 3 (c)
Candidates were asked for one feature of a sperm cell - and in this case to explain that 
feature. An example was given to prompt candidates (tail for motility). Most candidates 
did well, but some did not give an explanation, whilst others named two or more features 
for which they did not get more than one mark. Some candidates referred to mitochondria 
'making' energy - if possible they should be encouraged to use terms such as the 'release' of 
energy rather than its creation.

Some candidates just gave a feature with no 
explanation, or gave an incorrect explanation.

Examiner Comments

Here the candidate has identified a feature of the sperm and linked it to a function.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (d) (i)
This was reasonably well answered by the majority, but the production of urea is an area 
that quite a few candidates found challenging.

Question 3 (d) (ii)
This question focused on the reabsorption of glucose with candidates gaining marks for 
correctly using the term 'reabsorption' and also for identifying where the glucose was going 
(back into the blood). Very few candidates suggested where this process was taking place.

This candidate has used the correct terminology 
('reabsorbed') and also given the direction for 
reabsorption. A few candidates identified convoluted 
tubules but one misconception was that glucose was 
too large to pass through the glomerulus.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (b)
This is another area of the specification that has been tested before - namely the estimation 
of the age of stone tools. It was disappointing then to see many poor answers with vague 
answers, or answers referring to the carbon dating of the rock that the tools were made 
from, rather than of associated artefacts. The most common correct answers described the 
use of sedimentary layers or looking at the design and complexity of the stone tools.

Question 4 (c)
The majority of candidates correctly answered 'millions' but quite a few could not identify 
the fossils as Ardi.

Question 4 (d)
This question tested the candidates understanding of early human migration across the 
globe and asked for a suggestion as to how humans may have crossed the Bering Strait. The 
responses were generally very good, with many candidates describing the effect an ice age 
may have had on the gap and the theory of ice bridges across the sea.

Question 4 (e)
This was a very well answered question with most candidates coming up with two methods 
of communication. Some candidates lost a mark for giving two types of communication that 
were essentially the same, such as 'facial expressions' and 'body language'.
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Question 5 (a) (i)
This question tested the candidates' understanding of lactase treatment of milk. Generally 
this was not a well answered question, with a large number of candidates thinking that the 
lactase was there to sterilise the milk and kill bacteria. Some candidates also thought that 
lactase reduced the sugar content, while several continued to mix up the word lactase with 
lactose.

Despite a mistake being made (lactase instead 
of lactose), this candidate has answered the 
question well enough to score 2 marks; for the 
idea of lactose being removed (lactose-free 
milk) and for a reference to lactose intolerance.

Examiner Comments

This response is typical of many - where candidates associate lactase 
treatment with killing or reducing microorganisms present in the milk.

Examiner Comments

Be careful with the spelling of scientific terms, 
in particular those that are similar such as 
lactose and lactase. Make sure that the word 
is also legible, as illegible or ambiguous key 
words will not be credited.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (a) (ii)
A well answered question with many candidates getting one of the two marks, and some 
scoring for both.

This is a typical response for one mark, where the 
candidate has identified that the lactase can be re-used.

Examiner Comments

This response is sufficient for 2 marks - the candidate having described both marking points (the 
idea of the enzyme not contaminating the milk and the idea of the enzyme being re-useable).

Examiner Comments

Look at the number of marks available on each 
question - a two-mark question will almost certainly 
require two relevant facts in the answer.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (b)
Candidates appear to find this topic very challenging. A large number are getting sucrase 
mixed up with isomerase and give answers that refer to increased sweetness. Still more get 
sucrase and sucrose confused and a few refer to sucrase killing microbes.

It was common to see candidates mistaking sucrase 
for isomerase and making reference to an increased 
sweetness, reduced cost and diet foods.

Examiner Comments

This is a good answer for two marks, with the candidate telling us 
that sucrose is being broken down and that sucrase is used in the 
production of soft-centred sweet, for example.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (c)
This was the first of the six-mark QWC questions in which the candidates' ability to write 
clear scientific answers is tested. In this case a large proportion of candidates lacked a basic 
understanding of the process of yogurt production, despite this being a common area to be 
tested and several prompts being given. Examiners were looking for some detail from all 
three of the areas listed in the question. Very few candidates appeared to understand what 
inoculation meant.

Here the candidate has shown some understanding of pasteurisation and 
has mentioned an optimum temperature during incubation, but has no 
valid description of inoculation, so fails to gain full marks. 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

The QWC marks or quality of written communication 
are awarded for correct use of scientific terms and a 
coherent description that is grammatically correct.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has described pasteurisation but nothing else, so only achieves level 1. 
The quality of written communication is adequate so 2 marks would be awarded.

Examiner Comments
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This response covers all aspects of yoghurt production, 
although not in great detail. The candidate has included some 
correct information about pasteurisation and incubation, 
and has also shown an understanding of what is meant by 
inoculation. Full marks awarded.

Examiner Comments



22 GCSE Biology 5BI3F 01

Question 6 (a) (ii)
This question asked candidates to give two advantages of using biofuels instead of fossil 
fuels. The examiners were looking for two ideas - that of biofuels being renewable, and that 
they are carbon-neutral. Both of these could be described rather than named and candidates 
generally did well - with many getting the mark for renewable. Fewer candidates seemed 
familiar with the concept of carbon neutral, with many saying that biofuels did not release 
carbon dioxide at all.

Here the candidate has scored no marks, referring to 
expense of biofuel production. Generally it is best to 
avoid mention of costs when answering questions in 
a biology examination.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has made one correct statement about biofuels being a 
renewable resource but like many responses seen, they assume that burning 
biofuels produces no carbon emissions. Using the term 'carbon-neutral' or a 
more complete explanation would be required for the second mark.

Examiner Comments
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A simple answer that just about gains both marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (b)
This question tested the specification statement on global food security, but was not well 
answered by candidates. Most responses were simple statements that scored for saying 
that the demand for food would be greater. Few candidates linked this with lower food 
production, and even fewer with the reasons for reduced food production (e.g. alternative 
land use such as biofuel production and housing).

 

This is an example of a fairly typical response 
that gained just one mark for a relatively simple 
statement (not enough food production).

Examiner Comments

This is a reasonable answer in which the candidate has identified three key points - 
that there will be an increased demand for food, which isn't matched by production 
of food, and finally a reason for reduced production (less land due to housing).

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (c)
This second six-mark question was testing candidates' knowledge on three areas of the 
specification and was also marked for quality of written communication. The areas that 
candidates needed to describe were the development of new plant varieties (including 
selective breeding), GM crops, and management of pests. The last two were reasonably 
well decscribed, but development of new varieties of plants was weak, with few candidates 
linking new varieties with selective breeding or any named advantage (other than producing 
more varieties).

This candidate has covered all three areas mentioned 
in the stem of the question. Each has some basic 
information and the QWC is adequate in this case. 
Interestingly the candidate has also mentioned crop 
rotation, which was seen quite frequently, but rarely 
described in a meaningful context. Full marks awarded.

Examiner Comments
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Another reasonably good answer in which the 
candidate has just covered all three areas and in 
sufficient detail to gain a level 3 (6 marks as QWC is 
fine in this instance).

Examiner Comments
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This is an example of a fairly typical level 1 answer 
(for 2 marks) in which the candidate has either 
just described one of the three methods or has 
simply repeated the phrases in the question without 
expanding on the detail.

Examiner Comments

No marks will be awarded for repeating words 
or phrases that are in the stem of the question.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on the performance of candidates taking this paper, some broad recommendations 
can be made:

• All areas of the specification must be covered during teaching and revision, as any 
specification statement could be tested on any examination.

• All topics must be learned in sufficient depth.

• Answers should be structured carefully with a view to the number of marks available 
(e.g. two facts or statements are unlikely to gain full marks on a 3-mark question).

• Candidates should pay particular attention to the 6-mark questions that test quality of 
written communication, thinking carefully about how the full 6-marks might be awarded 
based on the question stem.

• As always, candidates should read the questions carefully and look for the command 
words such as 'describe' and 'explain' as these will require very different responses.

• When carrying out mathematical calculations, candidates should always show working.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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