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Edexcel is one of the leading examining and awarding bodies in the UK and
throughout the world. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic,
vocational, occupational and specific programmes for employers.

Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’'s centres receive the
support they need to help them deliver their education and training programmes to
learners.

For further information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our GCSE team
on 0844 576 0027, or visit our website at www.edexcel.com.

If you have any subject specific questions about the content of this
Examiners’ Report that require the help of a subject specialist, you
may find our Ask The Expert email service helpful.

Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link:
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You can also telephone 0844 576 0037 to speak to a member of our
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Foundation Tier

The paper performed well overall, with the majority of candidates able to access the
questions at the correct level. While foundation tier candidates were able to access
simple questions about food chains and predator- prey relationships it was
disappointing to note that only 45% of them were able to answer the question
based on pyramids of biomass. As is to be expected over 80% of candidates can
now correctly describe the structure of chromosomes and where they are found in
the cell, although only 37% of foundation tier candidates could correctly recognise
that human genes were mapped by the human genome project. As frequently
mentioned in the past the problems with classification and genus and species
remain a problem especially with foundation tier candidates, with only 23% of them
able to correctly recognise the Genus of an organism. The use of the terms haploid
and diploid also proved to be problematic; these are glossary words and therefore
all students should be aware of them. The crossover questions performed well with
foundation tier candidates on average scoring 25% less on these questions than
higher tier candidates. The questions involving the interpretation of data were
particularly well answered by both tiers of entry.

Higher Tier

The higher tier paper was accessible to most candidates with a high percentage
able to answer the questions well throughout. Questions requiring interpretation of
data and applied skills were well answered, with higher tier candidates scoring over
80% in this style of question. Punnett squares and the interpretation of them was
very pleasing, although the calculation of percentage outcomes or ratios still remain
a problem with only 41% of candidates able to correctly identify blue eyes.
Questions on genetic modification proved to be discriminating with only 52% of
candidates able to correctly identify true statements about genetic modification of
plants. In the latter stages of the paper, candidates had problems with
experimental based questions such as improving the quality of data or interpreting
experimental data, with only 48% of candidates able to correctly identify these
points. The role of minerals in plant growth continues to be an area where the
candidates have problems, with only 54% of higher tier candidates able to correctly
identify the role of nitrates in protein formation and magnesium in chlorophyll
production.

Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx




Further copies of this publication are available from
Edexcel Publications, Adamsway, Mansfield, Notts NG18 4FN

Telephone 01623 467467

Fax 01623 450481

Email publications@linneydirect.com
Order Code UG026954 March 2011

For more information on Edexcel qualifications, please visit www.edexcel.com/quals

Edexcel Limited. Registered in England and Wales no.4496750
Registered Office: 190 High Holborn, London WC1V 7BH



