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Report on the Moderation of Internal Assessment Activities  
 
In June 2008, the moderation of GCSE Science and GCSE  Additional Science assessment 
activities (IAAs) was available to centres. Centres were able to choose assessments from 
two series of IAAs for GCSE Science, and one series for GCSE  Additional Science, giving  a 
total of 36 assessment activities. Centres are to be commended for their efforts in 
overseeing and supplying this work, which involved a lot of organisation and attention to 
detail.   
 
From the total of 24 GCSE Science IAA’s, it was the first series, (those available in the first 
year) that predominated in the samples sent to moderators. This may well have been a 
consequence of centres not having submitted work for moderation until this year, or may 
have been as a result of centres feeling confident with applying mark schemes from the 
first series and thereby ensuring a greater consistency of marking. In some cases centres 
utilised the wider range of GCSE Science IAA’s to improve marks for some of their 
candidates. 
 
The quality of marking was generally good and consistent; however there were a number 
of centres where internal standardisation did not occur. Centres are reminded of the 
requirement of the Code of Practice that internal standardisation must take place –  as set 
out in their Moderation Guidance April 2008.  Not all assessors used red ink to mark, in the 
worst cases they used the same colour as the candidate had used to complete the script, 
which in some cases led to errors of addition.  
 
Marking style and quality was variable and the same responses had been awarded different 
marks. Some scripts had correctly placed ticks in the text and a mark in the margin. 
However in a number of moderation samples submitted assessors used ticks but no marks 
and only totals were shown.  For some centre samples, there were no ticks and the total at 
the end of the question was ringed or altered to indicate the mark. This was often 
confusing, as it was not clear where the mark came from. Some assessors placed too many 
or too few ticks on the scripts and this then led to addition errors being found. 
Transposition errors from scripts to the OPTEM sheets were to be found as well as 
transcription errors in marks taken from the back page of the script to the front.   
 
In some longer questions, which awarded 3 or 4 marks some teachers appeared to be 
awarding a global mark as an overall assessment of the response rather than allocating 
marks as required in the mark scheme.  In general teacher judgement was applied 
appropriately, where responses that were not found on mark schemes but were 
creditworthy, centres awarded marks correctly. In many cases annotation to indicate this 
accompanied the usual ticks and crosses seen on the scripts. 
 
The assessment of the quality of written communication (QWC) was variable. Teachers 
should note than when making an assessment of QWC, they should bear in mind the ability 
of the national cohort, and not just the students in their centre. 
 
Edexcel has issued guidance on the assessment of QWC, which indicates that students 
should be assessed on their ability to: -  present information in an appropriate form, 
ensuring the accuracy of spelling, punctuation, and grammar, and to use a suitable style of 
writing. The award of three marks should only be given when: - students use scientific 
terms appropriately, sentences contain verbs, and their answers are well structured using 
a suitable narrative.  
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It was not unusual to see teacher marks of 1, and sometimes 0, for written responses 
where the handwriting was poor, but the quality of spelling punctuation and grammar 
would have attracted 2 marks. 
 
GCSE Science 
The quality of response across Series 1 and 2 of GCSE Science IAA’s was comparable. As 
was the case last year, some topics were more popular than others. The majority of 
candidates scored between 15 and 25 marks, with few scoring in single figures. Full marks 
were seen with a slightly greater frequency than last year on some of the most popular 
topics. The most popular topics were found to be as follows, however series one topics 
were far more popular than series two. 
 
Biology – topics 1 and 2 in both series 
Chemistry – topics 5 and 6 in series 1 and topic 6 in series two 
Physics – topics 9 and 10 in series 1 and topic 10 in series two 
 
Work was seen across all 24 topics by moderators, but in the case of topic 4 of Biology and 
topic 8 of Chemistry and topic 11 of Physics far fewer were seen. 
 
GCSE Additional Science  
A similar situation was found in the 12 GCSE Additional Science topics. The standard of 
response was found to be similar across all the topics with a similar mark range to that 
found in the GCSE Science topics. The most popular topics were found to be as follows 
 
Biology – topics 1 and 2 
Chemistry – topic 7 
Physics – topics 9 and 11 
 
Work was seen across all 12 topics by moderators, however there were few seen of some 
topics, for example topic 4 of Biology, topic 5 of Chemistry and topic 12 of Physics. 
 
Across all topics students usually scored highly in the first one or two (low demand) 
questions in, but it was fairly common to see students starting to encounter difficulties 
with the more difficult questions towards the end of each topic which required extended 
writing, often where thought provoking issues in “How Science Works” were being tested.  
 
  
 
 
 



IAAs Examiner Report Summer 2008 3 

 

 
Raw Mark Grade Boundaries for GCSE Science and Additional Science 

Internal Assessment Units 
          

Max mark A* A B C D E F G 5001 
5011 
5024 
5034 
5044 

18 16 14 12 11 9 7 5 3 

          
          

5002 Max mark A* A B C D E F G 

 30 27 24 21 18 14 11 8 5 
          

          
5003 Max mark A* A B C D E F G 

 30 27 24 21 18 14 11 8 5 
          

          
5004 Max mark A* A B C D E F G 

 30 26 23 20 17 14 11 8 5 

          

          
5012 Max mark A* A B C D E F G 

 30 26 23 20 18 14 11 8 5 
          

          
5013 Max mark A* A B C D E F G 

 30 25 22 19 16 13 10 7 4 
          

          
5014 Max mark A* A B C D E F G 

 30 26 23 20 17 13 10 7 4 

          

          
          

 Uniform Mark Grade Boundaries - All Units 
          

 Max UMS A* A B C D E F G 

 40 36 32 28 24 20 16 12 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information on Edexcel qualifications, please visit www.edexcel.org.uk/qualifications 
Alternatively, you can contact Customer Services at www.edexcel.org.uk/ask or on 0870 240 9800 
 
Edexcel Limited. Registered in England and Wales no.4496750 
Registered Office: One90 High Holborn, London, WC1V 7BH 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


